
Date submitted: ________________ 

Free Rain Barrel Program 
Resident Application Form 

We are pleased to offer free rain barrels to our residents. Please fill out this form and the Village of Wilmette will 
process your request once it is received. 

To receive free rain barrels, I confirm that:  

  I agree to connect (or have already connected) my rain barrel(s) to my home’s downspouts. 

  I agree to install my rain barrel(s) myself per the attached “Installing Your Rain Barrel” information sheet. 

  I agree to properly maintain my rain barrel(s) per the attached “Maintaining and Using Your Rain Barrel” 
information sheet. 

Delivery will occur approximately 5 weeks after submitting an application to the Village. The Village will first 
confirm connection to the sewer main to qualify for free rain barrels. The homeowner does not need to be home 
at the time of delivery. 

Resident’s information: 

Name (please print):  

Home address:  

Phone number:   Email address:  

Number of downspouts connected to the sewer system:  

Number of rain barrels requested:    (maximum of 4 per residence) 

Rain Barrel Color (indicate #):  Terra Cotta                           Blue         Black   Gray 

Signature:  

Please return this completed form via fax to 847.853.7701, email to cruzj@wilmette.com, or in person to the 
Village Hall Engineering Department. Questions? Please call the Engineering Department at 847-853-7660. 

mailto:cruzj@wilmette.com


Installing Your Rain Barrel
Required tools: Hacksaw, tape measure, goggles, gloves, pen or pencil
Recommended materials: 7’-10’ garden hose, concrete blocks and/or pressure treated wood

1. Place the Barrel
Rain barrels need to be located near a downspout and on 
level, pervious (water-absorbing - not paved) ground. Your 
rain barrel will overfl ow during heavy rain. Be sure you can 
direct overfl ow to pervious ground and away from your 
(and your neighbor’s) home.

Placing your rain barrel on a stable platform will help 
increase water pressure and make it easier to use a wa-
tering can or bucket. Concrete blocks or pressure-treated 
wood work well for platforms. A full rain barrel weighs 
approximately 500 pounds, so make sure the platform is 
sturdy!

If you have a favorite watering can, adjust your platform 
to make sure it will fi t comfortably under the spigot.

2. Measure and Cut
Once your rain barrel is in place, position the fl exible el-
bow (included with your rain barrel) on the barrel and next 
to the downspout to determine where to cut. The elbow 
should be aimed at the screened opening on the top of the 
rain barrel, and the downspout must be inserted about 2” 
into the elbow. For most installations, it works well to cut 
the downspout about 8” above the top of the barrel. Keep 
in mind that the downspout will need to be inserted a cou-
ple inches into the connecting elbow. Mark the downspout 
with a pen or pencil where you will be cutting it.

Once you are sure where to cut, put on your safety gog-
gles and gloves and cut the downspout with a hacksaw.

3. Connect
Connect the fl exible elbow to the cut downspout by 
inserting the downspout into the elbow and positioning it 
so water will fl ow into your rain barrel. Connect a garden 
hose to the overfl ow fi tting and direct it away from your 
house. Depending on the location of your rain barrel and 
your yard, this hose may need to be at least 7’-10’ long.

Cap off the old downspout location on the ground to 
prevent it from becoming an animal’s nest or clogged 
with debris.

downspout

cut here
usually about 8” 
above rain barrel 

level, pervious 
(not paved), water 
absorbing ground

sturdy
platform

fl exible connecting elbow in 
position, with downspout 
inserted about 2” into elbow 
and directed toward the 
screened opening of the rain 
barrel

overfl ow 
hose directed 
away from 
your house

Disclaimer: With proper installation, maintenance and use, your rain barrel should function properly. The Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago assumes no 
liability for the installation, maintenance or use of your rain barrel. We are not responsible for any rain barrel malfunction; property damage or injury associated with your rain barrel 
malfunction; property damage or injury associated with your rain barrel, its accessories or contents.

Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago                mwrd.org



 

Oh No, Overflow!

one using the included connecting hose and double the 

-

landscaping designed to absorb water. 

Regular Maintenance
 

water intake screen, rain barrel mosquito screen and 

-

Winterizing

You can also turn it upside down or bring it inside to en-
sure no water accumulates in the barrel.

Preventing Mosquitoes

the lid. When the mosquito netting is intact, and there are 

 

mosquitoes.

Maintaining and Using 
Your Rain Barrel

Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago             

Paint Your Rain Barrel

1.  

2.  
-

Note: Don’t skip this step. Primer is im-

without primer, and house paint primers will 
not adhere well to rain barrel plastic. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
-
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