
 
 

1200 Wilmette Avenue 
Wilmette, IL  60091 

            

 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT                   (847) 853-7500 
                   Fax (847) 853-7701 

                              TDD (847) 853-7634 

NOTICE OF MEETING 

of the  

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

 

Monday, June 18, 2018 at 7:00 P.M. 

Village Board Conference Room – First Floor of Wilmette Village Hall 

1200 Wilmette Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois 

AGENDA 

I. Call to Order 

 

II. Approval of Minutes 

Minutes from the meeting of April 9, 2018  

 

III. Consideration of Local Landmark Designation 

1010 Elmwood Avenue 

 

IV. Consideration of Local Landmark Designation 

204 Ridge Road 

 

V.  Local Landmarks Update 

 

VI.  Significant Structures Report 

 

VII. Old Business 
 

VIII. Adjournment 
 

IF YOU ARE A PERSON WITH A DISABILITY AND NEED SPECIAL 

ACCOMMODATIONS TO PARTICIPATE IN AND/OR ATTEND A VILLAGE OF 

WILMETTE PUBLIC MEETING, PLEASE NOTIFY THE VILLAGE MANAGER’S OFFICE 

AT (847) 853-7509 OR TDD (847) 853-7634 AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 
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V I L L A G E   O F   W I L M E T T E 

1200 Wilmette Avenue 

WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 
                     

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

Monday, April 9, 2018 

7:00 P.M. 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE ROOM 

1200 WILMETTE AVENUE, WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091 

Members Present: Bob Furniss 

 Melanie Glass  

 Charles Hutchinson 

 Michael St. Peter 

 Christin Harmon 

 

Members Absent: Joseph Vitu 

        

Staff Present: Kate McManus, Planner II 

  

Guests:    Karen Donnan, 809 Westerfield Drive 

    John Jacoby 

      

I.       CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Hutchinson called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.  He introduced Christine Harmon, the newly 

appointed Commissioner. She introduced herself noting that her background is in art and architectural 

history. She stated that she previously worked for Landmarks Illinois and worked as a tour guide at 

the Dawes House in Evanston. 

 

II. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES FROM FEBRUARY 12, 2018 

The meeting minutes from February 12, 2018 were approved.  Motion by Commissioner Furniss, 

seconded by Commissioner St. Peter and approved unanimously. 

 

III. CHAIR’S REPORT 
Chair Hutchinson informed the Commission that he spoke at the Chamber of Commerce’s real estate 

meeting on the role of the Commission and provided information on Local Landmarks. He stated that 

there were many questions on landmarking. He provided statistics on how historic homes and established 

neighborhoods retain property values. 

 

IV.      LOCAL LANDMARK UPDATE 
Ms. McManus stated that 1226 Ashland, designed by architect William Drummond, is on the market. She 

stated that she has not received any inquiries about the landmark structure.  
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V.  SIGNIFICANT STRUCTURES REPORT 
Ms. McManus provided an article on 1325 Sheridan Road, a home designed by Keck and Keck. She 

stated that the article explained that the house was recently purchased and the owners plan to restore it.  

She stated that she may send the new owners a letter encouraging landmark designation.  

 

Chair Hutchinson pointed out that the neighbors purchased the property. 

 

In response to a question from Commissioner Harmon, Ms. McManus stated that based on the article, it 

sounds like the owners purchased the house with the intent to preserve it.  

 

Commissioner Glass confirmed that the article stated that the owners plan to update the home.  

 

Ms. McManus provided an update on 802 Lake, the Bushnell House.  She noted that she spoke to owner a 

few weeks prior and was told that the house was under contract by a developer as a tear down. She stated 

that as of today, the house did not have a pending or contingent status. 

 

Ms. McManus provided an article recommended by Commissioner Glass written by John Jacoby on tear 

downs in Wilmette.   

 

Ms. McManus provided an update on 2105 Chestnut, the Stran-Steel House. She stated that a Chicago-

based architect is working diligently to find someone to relocate the home. She stated that the most recent 

update was that someone from out of state was looking at relocating the house and was meeting with the 

developer/owner.   

 

Chair Hutchinson asked if Village could take over the property. Ms. McManus noted that the developer is 

willing to donate the house to anyone willing to move it. She added that the structure is in better shape 

than it appears, but that not much of the interior is original.   

 

VI.  REVIEW OF NOMINATIONS FOR LOCAL LANDMARK DESIGNATION 
Ms. McManus stated that the Commission has received its first landmark nomination since 2012. She 

explained that the application was received after the required notice period and recommended preliminary 

review of the nomination at this meeting noting that a decision would be made at the next meeting. She 

stated that the owner worked with the Historical Museum on researching the home and that it appears to 

meet the criteria for landmark designation.  She stated that a rear addition was added to the home, but that 

it does not detract from the architectural significance of the house.  She stated that the front entry was 

previously modified as a Colonial Revival style entry and that the owners restored it back to the original 

Prairie style entry.  

 

In response to a question from Commissioner Furniss, Ms. McManus stated that the 2 story addition is on 

the back of house but is visible from the street since it is on corner. She noted that the owners added on to 

the existing addition.  

 

Commissioner Harmon noted that the addition has an unusual roofline. Ms. McManus confirmed that the 

addition is not a greenhouse type structure, but an enclosed addition.   

 

Commissioner Furniss noted that the front entry was well executed.  

 

Commissioner Glass questioned whether the windows were original and noted that the dormer windows 
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have an unusual roof line not characteristic of the Prairie style.  

 

In response to a question from Ms. McManus, Commissioner St Peter stated that the nomination should 

be moved forward. Commissioner Harmon agreed that owners should be encouraged to nominate the 

home. 

 

VII.  CONSIDERATION OF INTERIOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION 
Ms. McManus stated that the owner of 632 Forest inquired about designating interior features of her 

home and asked for the Commission’s direction on this matter. She stated that the original architect and 

owner was Arthur F. Adams, the lead architect of Rapp and Rapp, a prominent firm that designed theaters 

in Chicago. She noted that Adams later rented the home to David Baliban, another important theater 

person. She stated that the home has strong historic ties to the theater community. She stated that this is 

an unusual request and it would likely require landmarking the exterior of the home. She stated that the 

owner noted that some modifications have occurred to the exterior including the demolition of an original 

single car garage and card room. She added that the original brick exterior was stuccoed over.   

 

In response to a question from Commissioner Glass, Ms. McManus stated that if the interior features were 

landmarked, any interior demolition work of the landmarked features would require a permit and 

therefore trigger HPC review.    

 

Commissioner Harmon stated that the home could be landmarked for its association with theater history 

and for its cultural value. She noted that the interior has some characteristics of a 1920s theater.  

 

Chair Hutchinson questioned if the garage was part of the home’s original design. He added that the 

stucco may be reversible.  

 

Ms. McManus stated that the façade and fenestration appears to be generally intact and that she can work 

with the owner to get more information on the original structure.  She added that if the home was found to 

be eligible for designation, the Preservation Ordinance would need to be revised to allow for interior 

designation.  

 

 

VIII.  REVIEW OF 2018 HISTORIC PRESERVATION AWARD NOMINATIONS 
Ms. McManus provided copies of all the nominations received for the Preservation Awards. She asked 

that the Commission provide feedback on the categories and verify that the nominees meet the 

qualifications for the nominated categories. She provided a short presentation on each nominee. She noted 

that the winners will be determined by a panel of 3 judges. 

 

In response to a question from Commissioner Glass, Ms. McManus stated that all the nominees would be 

invited.  

 

Commissioner Furniss asked the Commission what type of food and drinks they would like served at the 

event and that he expected about 30-40 people. He confirmed that the awards are scheduled for Thursday, 

May 31st.  
 

IX. OLD BUSINESS 

There was no old business discussed. 
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X. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion to adjourn at 8:16 p.m. by Chair Hutchinson and seconded by Commissioner Furniss and 

approved unanimously.  The next meeting was scheduled for June 18, 2018. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Kate McManus 
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   REPORT TO HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION FROM THE 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
  

 

Case Number:   2018-HPC-02 

 

Property:    204 Ridge Road 

 

Historic Name:   The Bartholomew and Veronica Hoffmann House 

 

Applicant:    Shirley and Jim Higgins 

 

Request:    To review the request to designate 204 Ridge Road as a local 

landmark 

 

Hearing Date:    June 18, 2018 

      

Date of Application:   April 3, 2018 

 

Notices mailed to:   Village President and Trustees of the Village Board 

     Village Manager 

     Wilmette Historical Society     

     Property Owner   

             

    

Report Prepared By:   Kate McManus, Planner II 
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Evaluation of Compliance with the Criteria for Designation   
 

The Bartholomew and Veronica Hoffmann House, located at 204 Ridge Road, is being nominated 

as a local landmark under Criteria 4 – Link with a significant person, Criteria 5 – Architecture 

characteristic of social, economic or political heritage and Criteria 7 – Outstanding example of a 

style or period.  

 

Site Information 

 

204 Ridge Road is a triangular lot located at the southernmost edge of the Village with a portion of 

the property extending into Evanston. The subject house is located entirely within the boundaries of 

Wilmette. The site includes a number of outbuildings which are not part of the local landmark 

request. A series of greenhouses and a smoke stack are located south of the house. The north-most 

greenhouse is partially located within the Village limits. There is also a historic barn on the property 

as well as a family cemetery. A split rail fence runs along the west property line. The property is 

heavily wooded making the home minimally visible from Ridge Road.  

 

Historic Background (portions taken from petitioner’s application): 

 

The Hoffmann Residence is one of the oldest remaining houses in Wilmette, built in 1846-1847 by 

an early pioneer family, the Hoffmann’s.  

 

In June, 1844, the Hoffmann family immigrated to the U.S. from Denn, Germany (near Koblenz 

and Trier), then called Prussia. The family passport lists its members as Barthol (or Bartholomew) 

Hoffman (59), his wife Veronica Bings (51), and their children Franz Joseph (31), Elisabeth (24), 

Johann Augustin (22), Anna Maria (20), Mathias Joseph (17), Maria Veronica (10) and Leftildes 

(6). Married daughter Anna Catherine (b. 1817) also came with her spouse, Johann Schmitz. 

 

En route to America, they traveled from Denn to Bonn to Rotterdam, then sailing to New York, 

arriving in August 23, 1844. They made their way to Chicago and settled in what later became 

Gross Point, Illinois, now a part of Wilmette. 

 

The Hoffmann’s purchased 100 acres of farmland for $6/acre in what was then a farming 

community of recent immigrants from the Trier area of Germany, like the Hoffmann’s. Their first 

house was a log cabin. They were no doubt eager to become American citizens as witnessed by the 

fact that in 1846 Bartholomew Hoffmann became a naturalized U.S. citizen, only 2 years after 

arriving in the U.S. The Hoffmann’s sons and daughter married into other local families, and many 

of their decedents have remained in the Chicago area to this day. A school house was constructed on 

the site in 1846; classes were taught by son, Franz Joseph. 

 

Of the many German immigrant families who settled in Wilmette in the 1840s and 1850s, the 

Hoffmann’s are well documented. The family has retained records and the Wilmette Historical 

Museum has copies of some of the original correspondence between the family in Gross Point and 

their relatives in Germany, giving a unique perspective on their early life in the area. 
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The Hoffmann’s also established businesses in the village and contributed to various community 

efforts. Bartholomew and Veronica’s son Johann Augustin married Margaretha Neutes, and they 

had 9 children. Their sons Philip (1862-1944) and John (1865-1945), grandsons of Bartholomew 

and Veronica, founded the Hoffmann Brothers business in 1888, first as a general store and feed 

store and later a hardware and dry goods store. That business was located at Ridge Road and 

Wilmette Avenue, about a block from the family homestead. The original store and the subsequent 

one built in 1901 have since been demolished. However, their 1910 store, a one-story, red brick 

building one the northeast corner of Ridge Road and Wilmette Avenue and the adjacent feed store at 

412 Ridge Road, are still standing. These were the last buildings of that business which closed in 

1959, after 70 years in business in Wilmette. In 1889, the year following the opening of the general 

store, the brothers also opened a coal and lumber business at 12th Street and Central Avenue near the 

railroad tracks, calling it Hoffmann Bros. Lumber. The children of Philip and John took over the 

two businesses upon their deaths, and the last business, Hoffmann Bros. Lumber closed in 1974. 

Philip Hoffmann was also instrumental in establishing the first bank in the village in 1905, called 

the Wilmette State Bank. He served as an officer from its founding until his death in 1944. 

 

Brother Hubert Hoffmann founded Hubert Hoffmann and Sons Greenhouses in 1908 at 204 Ridge, 

and as noted above, the greenhouses are still on the grounds.  

 

The Hoffmann family has continually owned the house and land since 1844. Shirley and James 

Higgins, the current owners of the house, are great-great grandchildren of Bartholomew and 

Veronica Hoffmann, the builders of the house and the children of Howard E. Higgins and Margaret 

Hoffmann. Margaret was the daughter of Hubert Hoffmann, the youngest brother of Philip and John 

and the child of John/Johann and Margaret/Margaretha Neutes Hoffmann.  

 

The Hoffmann House is a two-story vernacular farmhouse with Greek Revival accents. The house 

has a gable front and wing form with the main gable facing west fronting Ridge Road. The house 

has undergone several changes historically, prior to 1931. In one 1846 letter home to relatives in 

Germany, the family wrote, “We have built a new home with a cellar, but have not yet moved into 

it.”  

 

The front entry is located on the south elevation and features a distinctively Greek Revival pediment 

with fluted pilasters. Based on historic photos dated 1876 and 1908, the home previously had a shed 

roofed porch with decorative spindle work located on the south elevation. This porch was likely not 

original to the 1846 structure. A bay window with a copper roof is now located where the porch 

existed. At some point in the late 1800s, a second story was added above the south facing projecting 

wing, just east of the front entrance. A one-story sun room with casement windows and a shed roof 

was constructed at the rear of the residence. A bathroom was also added to the house at some point. 

The front entry, bay windows and sunroom addition were added in 1931 by Ernst A. Benkert, a 

well-known Winnetka architect. The west, south and north facing gable ends have a triangular 

pediment with a round window under the gable. The north elevation consists of a bay window, 

similar to what is found on the south elevation. A brick chimney is also located on this side of the 

house. The original wood clapboard siding and six over six double hung windows remain intact. 

According to the owners, the shutters are not original. 
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Although the Hoffmann Residence has undergone changes in its 170 year history, the changes are 

historic and architecturally significant. According to the Secretary of Interior’s Standards for 

Rehabilitation:  

 

“Changes which may have taken place in the course of time are evidence of the history and 

development of a building, structure, or site and its environment. These changes may have 

acquired significance in their own right, and this significance shall be recognized and respected.” 

 

In summary, the residence meets Criteria 4 for its association with a prominent early pioneer family, 

the Hoffmann’s. They were integral to the establishment of early businesses throughout the Gross 

Point community. The residence also meets Criteria 5 for its distinguishing characteristics as an 

early homestead of a German-pioneer family in Gross Point and its impact on early settlement 

patterns in Gross Point and Wilmette. Finally, the residence meets Criteria 7 as one of the oldest 

remaining homes in Wilmette and an excellent example of a Greek Revival farmhouse. The home 

retains a high level of architectural integrity as a 1840s farmhouse with Greek Revival details. The 

home has been virtually unchanged since 1931. 

 

Description of Proposed Designation 
 

The applicant is proposing to nominate 204 Ridge Road as a local landmark in the Village of 

Wilmette.   

 

Action by the Commission 
 

The Historic Preservation Commission should make a recommendation to the Village Board on 

whether or not to recommend 204 Ridge Road as a local landmark in the Village of Wilmette.  The 

recommendation must be presented by a Historic Preservation Commission member to the Village 

Board of Trustees.   

 

  

INDEX TO DOCUMENTS 
   Doc. No.  Documents 

 

  Location Maps and Plans 
 

 1.0  Sanborn Fire Map 

 1.1  Sidwell Tax Map 

 

  Written Correspondence and Documentation 
   

2.0  Application for Designating a Local Landmark 

2.1  Historic Preservation Commission Ordinance 

2.2  Criteria for Local Landmark Designation 

2.3 Historical and Architectural Survey for 204 Ridge Road  

2.4  Posting Notice Affidavit dated May 22, 2018 
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2.5 Notice of Public Hearing as published in the Wilmette Beacon on 

May 31, 2018 

   

  Photography 

 

  3.0  Photos of 204 Ridge Road 

  3.1  Historic Photo 

  

  Other 

   

  4.0   Building permits 

 
































































































