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AGENDA
1. 1. Introduction and Scope

2. 2. Community Outreach

3. 3. Preliminary Streetscape Concepts

4. 4. Next Steps

5. 5. Open House Input Activities
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INTRODUCTION AND SCOPE
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• Past efforts: Central Ave Phase 1 Plan and 
Village Center Master Plan

• Focus area: streetscapes along Wilmette & 
Central Avenues in downtown 

• Lighting, sidewalks, roadways, plantings & 
amenities.

• $4.5M federal funding for construction:
• $1.0M in ITEP (Illinois Transportation 

Enhancement Program) for construction
• $3.5M in STU (Surface Transportation 

Program-Urban) for construction
• $1M federal funding for engineering:

• $400K in STU for design engineering
• $600K in STU for construction engineering
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Image credits: Images of America, Kathy 
Hussey-Arntson and Patrick Leary

1977 photo – early placemaking efforts

1923 photo – Rockhold Building, SW corner of Wilmette & Central Ave

1910 photo

WILMETTE 
DOWNTOWN 
CHARACTER



5Focus Area: Wilmette & Central Avenues



6Focus Area: Village Green



7Focus Area: Veteran’s Park



COMMUNITY OUTREACH
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Input Methods

• Village staff and leadership 
• Project Website 
• Music on the Green (Aug 2018)
• Focus Group Meetings (Oct 2018)

• Village Staff and Public Works, Chamber 
of Commerce, Local Shops and 
Restaurants, Historical Museum, 
Veterans (Am Legion Post 46)

• Streetscape Poll (Aug – Nov 2018)
• Public Meeting  (Feb 2019)
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Streetscape Poll Results
• 647 Responses
• Aug 17 – Nov 30, 2018
• Village website,           

e-news, input box, 
emails to downtown 
businesses



COMMUNITY OUTREACH
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Key Takeaways
• Downtown is already a treasured 

place with unique character. 
• The streetscape should 

accommodate safe and attractive 
places for people to gather and visit 
with friends. 

• Future changes should maintain open 
access to sidewalks and businesses.

• Keep the hanging baskets & 
decorative tree lighting

• Consider more native plantings in the 
streetscape.
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Wilmette Ave / Central Ave 
Intersection Concept

CENTRAL AVE
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Typical Corner Plaza Concept
Go Green Bike Rack Program

CENTRAL AVE
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View looking east along south side of Central Avenue



14

View looking east along south side of Central Avenue
Base Improvements
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View looking east towards Central AvenueView looking east along south side of Central Avenue
Optional Enhancements
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Wilmette Ave Concept

WILMETTE AVE
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Central Ave Concept

CENTRAL AVE 11
TH

ST
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Veteran’s Park 
Concept
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View looking south to Veteran’s Park
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View looking west to Village Hall

View looking west to Village Hall
View looking south to Veteran’s Park
Base Improvements
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View looking west to Village Hall

View looking west to Village Hall
View looking south to Veteran’s Park
Optional Enhancements
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Village Green 
Concept 

CENTRAL AVE
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View looking southwest toward Village Hall
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View looking west to Village Hall

View looking west to Village Hall
View looking southwest toward Village Hall
Base Improvements
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View looking west to Village Hall

View looking west to Village Hall
View looking southwest toward Village Hall
Optional Enhancements



26

View looking southeast toward Village Hall
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View looking south to Village Hall

View looking west to Village HallView looking southeast toward Village Hall - winter
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View looking south to Village Hall

View looking west to Village HallView looking southeast toward Village Hall - summer
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Wayfinding Signs
Concepts
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Temporary Banner Sign Concept



SITE FURNISHINGS
NATURAL OPTION
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SITE FURNISHINGS
TRADITIONAL OPTION
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PLANTINGS
NATURAL OPTION
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PLANTINGS
TRADITIONAL OPTION
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NEXT STEPS
Village Board Presentation – March 12

Anticipated dates for design & construction:
 IDOT authorization for design agreement: April 2019
 Initiate design: May 2019

 Complete design: January 2020
 Construction letting: April 2020
 Begin construction: June 2020



OPEN HOUSE ACTIVITIES
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HELP US ADVANCE THE 
STREETSCAPE PLANS!
5 ways to provide input:
1. Issues & opportunities map
2. Concept plans
3. Concept rendering exhibits
4. Products & materials exhibits
5. Open ended input board
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