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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

On August 28, 2018, the Wilmette Village Board endorsed the Greenest Region
Compact (GRC) to address environmental sustainability issues of global importance at
the local level. The GRC encourages each of its members to develop a Sustainable
Communities Strategic Plan. This Plan has been developed by the Wilmette
Environmental and Energy Commission to address the specific environmental issues
identified in the GRC. Each of the ten chapters in this Plan identifies environmental
issues unique to the Village of Wilmette along with a corresponding set of
recommendations to address these issues moving forward with the goal of reducing the
environmental footprint for the Village of Wilmette, thus making the Village a better
place to live and work.
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INTRODUCTION

The Village of Wilmette

The Village of Wilmette is located on the western shore of Lake Michigan and is a near
northern suburb of Chicago about 14 miles north of Chicago's downtown district. It was
officially incorporated on September 19, 1872, as the Village of Wilmette. The postwar
need for housing led to a housing boom in the 1950s that transformed the area west of
Ridge Road from farmland to residential subdivisions. As a direct result of this housing
boom, Wilmette’s population grew from 18,162 in 1950 to 28,268 in 1960. Based on the
2010 census the population was 27,087. In 2007, Wilmette was ranked as the seventh
best place to raise children in the U.S., according to Business Week. In 2015, Wilmette
was ranked the best place to live in the State of lllinois based on a variety of factors
including its low unemployment rate, median income, low housing vacancy rate, high
education expenditures per student, low crime, and short commute times. Wilmette is
home to 2 of lllinois' 17 elementary schools to be awarded the 2017 National Blue
Ribbon award. Students in Wilmette attend New Trier High School. In

2016, Newsweek magazine ranked New Trier as the top open enrollment high school in
lllinois and the 17th best high school in the country. There are two private high schools
located in Wilmette. The Wilmette Park District owns and operates a public 18-hole golf
course in West Wilmette. There is a large park along the Lake Michigan shore with
several neighborhood parks, a recreation center, outdoor pool, and an indoor ice rink.
The Village of Wilmette’s public transportation is supported by four Pace Bus routes
(213, 421, 422, and 423), the Linden Station stop on the CTA’s Purple line, and Metra’s
Union Pacific North (UP-N) line.

The Greenest Region Compact

The Metropolitan Mayors Caucus created the Greenest Region Compact (GRC) to
address environmental sustainability issues of global importance at the local level. The
Greenest Region Compact, an update to the original pledge and sometimes referred to
as the Greenest Region Compact 2 (GRC2), is built on important environmental
initiatives already underway in communities in partnership with many non-profit, state,
regional and national organizations. The Greenest Region Compact synthesizes
sustainability goals already adopted by leading communities in the region; and these
consensus goals align with common regional, state, national and global objectives. The
Greenest Region Compact offers a companion Framework, in the form of a
spreadsheet, to guide communities of all sizes and strengths to assess their current
efforts, develop a sustainability plan suited to local priorities, and offer resources to help
them succeed. The consensus goals of the Greenest Region Compact will guide
coordinated efforts toward enhanced quality of life for residents, protection and
stewardship of the environment, and sustainable economic vitality. On August 28,
2018, the Wilmette Village Board endorsed the GRC and tasked the Environmental and
Energy Commission (EEC) to make recommendations to the Board on how best to
implement the GRC. This Plan contains the EEC’s recommendations to the Board.
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The 10 chapters in the Plan follow the framework given in the GRC: Climate, Economic
Development, Energy, Land, Leadership, Mobility, Municipal Operations, Sustainable
Communities, Waste & Recycling, and Water.
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CHAPTER 1 - CLIMATE & AIR QUALITY

1.1 Introduction

The GRC2 framework divides Climate and Air Quality into 4 subcategories for
consideration and action:

Greenhouse Gases (GHG): In terms of the concept of “sustainability,” it is broadly
understood that anthropogenic releases of GHG (primarily CO2 and methane) are
driving climate change, which will alter the Earth’s ecosystem and threaten that
ecosystem’s ability to support the current level of human population. Global elimination
of anthropogenically-driven GHG emissions is necessary to sustain a livable
environment as we know it. Wilmette and its residents can reduce GHG emissions by
using non-fossil fuels for heating, electrical power and transportation.

Air Quality: Clean air is a key to a healthy environment. This is an area where
regionally coordinated standards and activities are necessary. Reduction in fossil fuel
emissions, volatile organic compound (VOC) emissions and proper indoor air
treatments are actions which Wilmette and its residents can undertake locally.

Resiliency: Climate change is currently observable and impacts are likely to increase
during the next 30 years. We already see warmer average temperatures, extreme heat
days, and more frequent violent weather events. Weather-sensitive infrastructure and
public safety must be examined and modified for readiness. Provisions are needed for
citizens who have less capability to adapt to extreme weather.

Education and Outreach: Engaging the public in the concept of sustainability and
climate change is necessary to develop support for broad government, community and
individual action. Wilmette can educate its residence on the necessity of a sustainability
focus, and can join with other communities and organizations to support and influence
broader activity.

1.2 Existing Conditions

Greenhouse Gases: https://www.unep.org/emissions-gap-report-2020 On a global
level, the UN reports that despite a brief COVID-19 related dip in GHG emission, the
world is still heading for a temperature rise in excess of 3 degrees C this century.
However, there are multiple governmental/industry commitments and new technologies
that may bring about the necessary net-zero emissions goals. Wilmette has formally
and informally initiated a host of green initiatives many of which impact GHG emissions.
See the Village’s Green Initiative webpage at https://www.wilmette.com/green-
initiatives/. Several community organizations are active in promoting residential use of
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solar energy from installed systems and the newly authorized community solar remote
locations.

Air Quality: A number of Wilmette’s green initiatives are intended to improve air quality.
https://www.wilmette.com/green-initiatives/ Wilmette enjoys relatively good outdoor air

quality because: its electrical energy-caused GHG emissions comes from distant power
plants; it has minimal industry; there is a substantial urban forest; and it is close to Lake
Michigan.

Resiliency: Wilmette’s substantial investment in an improved stormwater system will
provide increased resiliency in the face of anticipated increases in severe storms.
There are no specific programs focused on residents who may have difficulty in coping
with climate change-related emergencies.

Education and Outreach: Wilmette actively engages its residents in its green initiatives
through its website and periodic newsletters. Its endorsement of the GRC2 and
progress in development its own sustainability plan is testament to present and future
education and outreach intentions.

1.3 Goals

1.3.1 Greenhouse Gases:

1.3.1.1 Develop a feasible method of measuring Wilmette’'s GHG emissions.

1.3.1.2 Consistent with GRC2, reduce Wilmette’s GHG emissions 45% from
2010 levels by 2030 and reach net zero emissions by 2050.

1.3.2 Air Quality:

1.3.2.1 Reduce Village and resident practices that negatively impact air quality.
1.3.2.2 Join with area partners in addressing air quality issues.

1.3.3 Resiliency:

1.3.3.1 Modify Village infrastructure as necessary to withstand climate change
impacts.

1.3.4 Education and QOutreach:

1.3.4.1 Engage the Wilmette residents in climate change mitigation and
adaptation.
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1.3.4.2 Engage local and state partners in climate change mitigation and
adaptation.

1.4 Recommendations

1.4.0 General:

1.4.0.1 Continuously coordinate and build on initiatives and best practices among
branches of government

1.4.0.2 Establish a policy of considering the sustainability impact of every
governmental decision.

1.4.1 Greenhouse Gases:

1.4.1.1 By 2022, determine what data Wilmette will use to measure its status and
progress in GHG emission.

1.4.1.2 Maximize Village, business and residents’ use of locally installed and
community solar.

1.4.1.3 Monitor technology and determine what clean energy sources besides
solar could be used to reduce fossil fuel-produced energy.

1.4.1.4 Develop standards and practices in Village buildings and operations
consistent with net zero GHG emissions.

1.4.1.5 As feasible, join with other area governmental and community
organizations to maximize use of clean energy sources.

1.4.2 Air Quality:

1.4.2.1 Establish ordinances and policy to reduce the use of high-GHG emitting
small engines by the Village, residents, and contractors.

1.4.2.2 Consider limitations/standards for residents’ use of fire pits.

1.4.2.3 Determine whether Wilmette should increase its participation in area
organizations focused on improving air quality.

1.4.3 Resiliency:
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1.4.3.1 Develop a plan to address infrastructure and safety threats from extreme
weather events; the plan should include all branches of Wilmette government
and its residents

1.4.3.2 Continue the improvement of Wilmette’'s stormwater management system

1.4.4 Education and Outreach:

1.4.4.1 Continue and enhance the Village’s website on “green initiatives” and
emphasize the necessity of reducing the threat of climate change.
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CHAPTER 2 — ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

2.1 Introduction.

A community’s economic development strategy can support principles of environmental
sustainability, or not. To give a clear example: commercial and residential development
that removes native flora and increases water-impermeable surfaces is less
environmentally sustainable than commercial and residential development that
minimizes those types of impacts.

Sustainability in the GRC2 Economic Development category includes: coordination with
local businesses, development of a “green workforce,” attracting clean energy
commercial development, green “innovation,” promoting and recognizing commercial
sustainability practices, usage of local goods and services, creating a “green”
community reputation or “brand,” and an economic ecosystem that is stable, prosperous
and supports sufficient wages within the community.

2.2 Existing Conditions

Wilmette is a residential community and derives 22% of its budget revenue from
property taxes. Important economic activities include: retail stores, service providers for
residents, pre-K-8 public and private education providers, residential maintenance
services, home reconstruction and replacement, and the Water Treatment Plant (a
revenue-producing outlier).

Recent Wilmette Village President and Trustee candidates agreed that the long term
increase in online shopping, consolidation of retailers and service providers, and the
reduction in mass transit usage have negatively impacted local businesses. When the
coronavirus pandemic fades the immediate situation will improve, especially for food
service, but the long-term trends will probably continue. The Village is in the process of
developing a comprehensive Master Plan.

Wilmette’s commercial activity in concentrated in the following areas:

e Downtown/Green Bay Road Corridor centered around Village Hall and the
Metra UP North Train Station;
e Plaza del Lago shopping center on Sheridan Road at the northern border of
the village;
e Edens Plaza shopping center located at Lake Street and the Edens Expressway
e Linden Square adjacent to the Linden CTA terminal at Linden Avenue and
4t Street

With parks on the lakefront and within the Village, and a substantial commitment to its
park and parkway urban forest, Wilmette prides itself on its beauty and green initiatives
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(see Village Services > Green Initiatives on its website. https://www.wilmette.com/visitors/.
As a long-time qualifier for Tree City USA, Wilmette provides exceptional maintenance
for the trees on its properties. However, compared to neighboring communities of
Winnetka and Glenview, it provides less oversight for the large percentage of its urban
forest contained on private property.

A significant program has been developed by the not-for-profit community group Go
Green Wilmette which educates, certifies and promotes businesses which practice
specific sustainability practices. 13 local business are currently participating.

The Village is promoting the use of local goods and services, and tourism featuring
natural and cultural assets of the community in partnership with:

e Wilmette Kenilworth Chamber of Commerce
e Village of Wilmette Historical Society
e Wilmette Park District

Wilmette has shown leadership in supporting expanded job opportunities and sufficient
wages by opting into the Cook County minimum wage and sick time standards.

2.3 Goals
2.3.1 Maintain a local economy with public services, private businesses and
residential practices that support and promote principles and practices of
environmental sustainability.
2.3.1 Enhance and promote a community brand and reputation for its
environmental practices and leadership, and its abundant natural resources

available to residents and tourists.

2.4 Recommendations

2.4.1 Plan and manage commercial and residential development to enhance
environmental sustainability.

2.4.2 Attract and retain business that practice and promote sustainability.

2.4.3 Enhance a community brand that features Wilmette’s natural and cultural
assets. Consider increased environmental oversight of trees on private property.

2.4.4 Attract visitors with the natural and cultural assets of the community.

2.4.5 Encourage green innovation among residents and local businesses.
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2.4.5 Promote local goods and services.

2.4.7 Develop and adopt a Master Plan that assures economic stability and
sufficient wages while supporting environmental sustainability.
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CHAPTER 3 - ENERGY

3.1 Introduction

Per the recent signatory of the Greenest Region Compact 2 (GRC2) and the resolution
adopted by the Village of Wilmette, this report is provided by the Environmental and
Energy Commission as recommendations to address the Energy category of the
Greenest Region Compact 2. This report will discuss the Village of Wilmette (property,
buildings and contents, street-lights, motor vehicles and heavy equipment that is owned,
operated or under the control of the Village of Wilmette) and Other Village
Services/Private (everything in the Village that is not defined under public —i.e.: all
business and residential real estate, vehicles, energy utilizing devices etc.) sectors and
make recommendations for improvements to become a more sustainable community
with regards to energy. This Energy Chapter must be read in tandem with the Climate
Chapter as Energy and Climate will be closely aligned in Recommendations and Goals.

3.2 Existing Conditions

In 2011, a Greenhouse Gas Inventory Report was written for the Village of Wilmette that
included an evaluation on electricity and natural gas used from 2008 through 2010.*
From this evaluation, it was determined that over half of the greenhouse gas emissions
came from electricity use and a third of the emissions came from natural gas use. Most
of the electricity used was by residential and small businesses with Government use the
third highest user.

Electricity use is the main contributor to CO2 scope 2 emissions (emissions generated
by the power plants) and the combustion of natural gas in boilers is the main contributor
to CO2 scope 1 emissions (emissions generated on-site where the boiler is used). The
Village of Wilmette can reduce these emissions through the reduction of electricity and
natural gas use and through energy efficiency programs. While the report discussed
above showed that most of the electricity use came from residents, the recommendation
is for the Village to work in a multi-faceted manner to address improvements in all
sectors. Itis recommended that improvements be made in these three areas — (1)
actions the Village can to take to impact their own energy usage, (2) collaboration with
other large energy users in the Village (Village services — schools, parks, library, and
large and small businesses) to gain energy reductions and (3) resident education and
outreach to encourage reduction and efficiencies.

1 Greenhouse Gas Inventory, Village of Wilmette, EEC, November 28, 2011
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3.3 Goals

3.3.1 Assess Village of Wilmette municipal energy use, develop and implement
reduction strategies.

3.3.2 Set % reduction goal and timeline to align with Climate Change goals.
3.3.3 Educate others within the Village around energy reduction.

3.4 Recommendations

Manage and Reduce Village of Wilmette Use of Energy

The energy used by the Village must be understood in quantity and use type so that
reductions and efficiencies in energy use can be realized. An energy use reduction goal
should be set to align with the GHG emissions reduction identified in the Climate
Category goals.

3.4.1 Benchmark Energy Use

A new energy use study should be completed for 2021 to compare to the 2011
report. Itis expected that there should not be a large difference between the
rankings of the largest users of energy from 2011 to 2021. However, updated
information is needed to move forward with accuracy in the recommendations to
reduce use. This energy use benchmark will identify all of the Wilmette energy
users and the Public Sector use data can then be analyzed. An Energy Use
study should be completed annually so trends and improvements/reductions can
be tracked.

3.4.2 Set an Energy Reduction Goal
Consistent with GRC2, reduce Wilmette’'s GHG emissions 45% from 2010 levels
by 2030 and reach net zero emissions by 2050.

3.4.3 Conduct an Energy Audit and Implement Actions from Audit

An energy audit should be conducted, by a third party, of all Public Sector
buildings, facilities, equipment and any other public operations. Energy reduction
and energy efficiency strategies to Village owned facilities and equipment
identified in audit should be implemented. The strategies/projects should be
prioritized with those that are either no/low cost, have the best return on
investment or those that have the greatest energy reduction impact should be
evaluated first getting the highest priority. Other projects should be included in a
budget for longer-term implementation.

3.4.4 Develop Village Internal Policies and Outreach for Energy
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Energy use reduction should be evaluated with every capital project to ensure
energy reductions and efficiencies are considered during the development and
implementation phase. Internal policies for energy use should be developed (ex:
power down equipment and turn off lights when not in use). Internal sourcing
policies should be developed to source energy star equipment or other reduced
energy use equipment.

3.4.5 Renewable energy purchase should be evaluated as the source of
electricity for the Village municipal buildings. Education on the purchase of
renewable energy should occur to other public and private entities with an
investigation into the option of electrical aggregation. Additional information on
renewable energy and electrical aggregation is found in Appendix C.

Collaborate with Other Stakeholders in the Village That Have the Greatest Impact
on Electricity Use

Other Village services (schools, park district, library) as well as large business, currently
act on their own regarding electricity use. With collaboration between these large
electricity users, an understanding of electricity projects could be understood and efforts
to reduce their usage should be shared.

3.4.6 Develop Green Team

A green team could be developed with members from the D39 School District,
Library, Park District and large business that use a lot of electricity. The purpose
of the team would be to collaborate on electricity reduction strategies and share
best practices. The reduction of energy use by these other large electricity users
would help reduce the overall electricity use footprint in the Village of Wilmette.

3.4.7 Obtain Energy Saving Commitments
Working with these other members of the Village, develop goals and
commitments in line with the climate goals.

Develop Education and Outreach Tools for Residents and Small Businesses

3.4.8 Develop an Outreach and Education Campaign for Residents, Small
Businesses and Building Landlords.

Outreach would involve education on (1) why to reduce energy use, (2) contacts
to conduct an energy audit, (3) upgrading to energy efficiency appliances and
other equipment, (4) use of renewal energy (solar / community solar).? Develop
an energy reduction awareness program for local businesses who reduce their

2 Community Solar Subscription Opportunity Assessment: Village of Wilmette, Proposal
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energy the most from a given benchmark. Keep all stakeholders informed on the
total impact of the energy reduction.

3.4.9 Expedited the Permit Approval Process for Projects with an Impact on
Energy Permit request for projects that have an impact on energy reduction,
renewal energy install or replacement of equipment with more efficient units shall
be fast tracked and approved by the Village in a more expeditious manner.
Permit fees assessed could be reduced for these types of projects.

14
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CHAPTER 4 - LAND

4.1 Introduction

Wilmette has a total area of 5.409 square miles (14.01 km2) and hosts a wide variety of
natural resources and amenities, including a well-developed urban forest with more than
17,600 trees comprising 150 varieties in its parkways alone.

The Wilmette Park District oversees over 300 acres of parks and open land including
Gillson Park and Beaches; Keay Nature Center; and a portion of the Green Bay Bike
Trail. Neighborhood parks can be found in 20 locations throughout the village.

The consensus goals of the Greenest Region Compact aim for enhanced quality of life
for residents; protection and stewardship of the environment and sustainable economic
vitality. The EEC strongly endorses the consensus goals for Land, and aims to model
best management practices within the Greenest Region Communities by:

¢ Encouraging strategic development that upholds sustainability principles
Conserving, restoring and enhancing natural features and ecosystems
Supporting networks of accessible, well-used, and enjoyable parks
Sustaining a robust urban forest canopy
Sustaining beautiful landscapes that provide ecosystem services
Achieving greater livability through sustainable land use and housing policies
Cultivating a conservation ethic in the community.

Healthy ecosystems and natural spaces improve the quality of our drinking water, our
food, and the air we breathe. Natural systems with a high diversity of plants and
animals, or high biodiversity, tend to be healthier, more productive, and better able to
adapt to challenges like climate change. In fact, healthy ecosystems can provide 37%
of the mitigation needed to limit global temperature rise, according to a 2019 United
Nations report. Natural landscapes also absorb a significant amount of storm water.

Global biodiversity is declining at unprecedented rates, but we have the opportunity at a
local scale to help reverse this decline. Pollinators such as bees and butterflies have
evolved to utilize the flowers and pollen that are indigenous to the upper Midwest.
Thus, including native plants in our landscaping will provide habitat for these critical
components of global biodiversity. Birds, butterflies, and wildflowers not only represent
healthy nature, but they provide joy and beauty and enhance the quality of our lives.

Another component of our suburban landscape is the care of our lawns, which currently
relies heavily on two-stroke, gasoline engines and chemical inputs. These engines are
the dirtiest and loudest of existing technology and contribute significant amounts of
carbon dioxide, volatile organic compounds, particulate matter, and nitrous oxides to our
air. These pollutants are especially harmful to the elderly, the young, and those
suffering from emphysema, bronchitis, and asthma. The excessive noise created by
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these engines contributes to stress-related illnesses such as high blood pressure, sleep
disruption, and lost productivity, as well as hearing loss for those using the equipment.
Fortunately, newer technologies can replace these older, dirtier machines.

Organic lawn care practices use natural fertilizers and ecological principles to provide
healthy lawns with many fewer chemical inputs. We can shift our lawn care culture from
focusing on immaculate tidiness to focusing on healthy green spaces that cultivate life
whether through thriving lawns or species-rich gardens. This shift would improve the
health and biodiversity of our landscapes and improve the quality of our lives.

4.2 Existing Conditions

Most green space within the Village of Wilmette — whether residential yards or public
open space — is comprised of lawn monocultures and is maintained using gas-powered,
two-stroke equipment and heavy chemical inputs.

Our urban forest is valued and supported by residents and village staff alike. Staff are
knowledgeable, helpful, and work hard to maintain our older trees and promote the
planting of new trees.

The Village actively supported the preservation and restoration of the ElImwood Dunes
Preserve in 2013, which provides beauty, respite, and beach (but not swimming) access
for residents and visitors, as well as providing habitat for birds, butterflies, other
pollinators, and hundreds of native wildflowers and grasses. The community strongly
supports this preserve, and volunteers regularly contribute to its maintenance.

4.3 Goals

4.3.1 The Village of Wilmette aims to improve the quality of our air and water, to

reduce our community’s greenhouse gas emissions, and to increase the degree
to which our green spaces support ecosystem services and biodiversity.

4.3.2 By 2025, our biodiversity goal is to achieve Community Wildlife Habitat
certification through the National Wildlife Federation’s certification program. This
would require approximately 200 residential properties, five schools, and eight
public spaces to include native habitat, water, and shelter on their grounds. The
full requirements can be found here or in the appendix:
www.nwf.org/CommunityWildlifeHabitat/.

4.3.3 By 2030, our goal is to have 100% of village-owned property and 50% of
residential properties using sustainable landscape methods that include non-gas
powered equipment and reduced chemical inputs, as described below.

4.4 Recommendations
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4.4.1 Manage Public and Private Landscapes to Optimize Ecosystem
Services and Support Biodiversity

Model best practices on village property.

1.

Build on and showcase the success of EImwood Dunes, the Fire Station prairie
garden, and the Village Hall sustainable landscaping to incorporate native plants,
rain gardens, and permeable hardscapes into at least 70% of the landscaping at

village-owned properties.

2. Offer at least one native species on the Co-Op Program. Plant at least 50%
natives each year through the parkway tree planting program.

3. Encourage and incentivize the incorporation of native plants, rain gardens, and
permeable hardscapes on private property, including residential, business, and
no-profit properties.

4. Continue funding the residential Green Infrastructure program; see Chapter 10
for the specific details of this program.

5. Work toward community wildlife habitat certification through the National Wildlife

Federation’s Community Wildlife Habitat program
(www.nwf.org/CommunityWildlifeHabitat/).

6. Continue work on the National Wildlife Federation’s Mayors’ Monarch Pledge,
specify which action items Wilmette will take, and implement these actions
(www.nwf.org/mayorsmonarchpledge).

7. Education through the Communicator and other outlets about the value and
beauty of natural yards.

8. Co-sponsor the Go Green Wilmette Sustainable Yards Tour and Native Plant
Sale.

9. Change the zoning code or use the new Stormwater Utility Fee to incentivize
native landscaping, rain gardens, and permeable hardscapes.

10.Review current zoning code to remove any restrictions on the incorporation of
native plants into residential landscapes.

11.Educate residents about the identity of and harm caused by invasive species,
and encourage their removal.

12.Encourage and support the use of native plants and rain gardens within
residential parkways.

13.Consider adding a minimum requirement of 50% native species to section 20-
15.5(k) of the village code that addresses plant diversity requirements for
developments.

14.Consider adding a minimum requirement of 50% native species to section 20-
15.9(f) of the village code that addresses plant coverage in parking lot islands.

15.Consider adding a minimum requirement of 50% native species to section 20-
15.10 of the village code that addresses plant coverage in buffer yards.

16.Remove the phrase “neat and orderly” from section 20-15.4(d) that addresses
the maintenance of plant materials.

17.Develop effective incentives to support section 20-15.5(j) of the village code,
which reads thus: "Energy Conservation. Plant material placement should be
designed to reduce the energy consumption needs of the development. In
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addition, landscape designs must take into account and make an effort to
implement sustainable design standards, where appropriate.”

Protect existing green spaces from development or degradation, and support
such protection by partner agencies.
1. Partner with IDOT to remove invasive species from highway shoulders that lie
within Wilmette.
2. Ensure that any destruction of green space that requires a village permit
provides compensation to the community for its loss.

Strengthen the existing Village tree ordinance.

1. Consider modeling the Village’s tree ordinance after the Chicago Region
Trees Initiative (CRTI) Gold standard
(http://chicagorti.org/OrdinanceTemplates).

a. To ensure the following:

i. The region’s tree population is broadly understood and valued.

ii. Collaborative management opportunities are identified and
enacted.

lii. Measurable improvements toward the health and vigor of the
region’s trees are identified and established.

iv. Public awareness and support is developed to maintain our
urban forest and enhance its health for the future.

2. Create a tree ordinance page on the website so residents can easily access it.

3. Provide education to residents about protecting trees generally and especially

during construction.

4. Consider strengthening the Village’s tree protection ordinance, possibly mirror

the ordinance off of surrounding communities ordinances.

5. Consider adding a part-time tree inspector position to help monitor active

construction sites and enforce the Village Code when necessary.

6. Consider revising the Village’s tree protection ordinance to require the canopy

coverage worksheet to be completed by a Certified Arborist.

4.4.2 Manage Cultivated Landscapes Sustainably

Model best practices on village property
1. Transition to the use of battery-powered lawn care equipment on village
property such as at Village Hall, the Fire Station, and the Police Station. Work
with Park District to transition their practices as well.
2. Minimize the use of fertilizer on village property, and transition to organic
fertilizers that result in minimal run-off to waterways.

Encourage and facilitate best practices on residential properties
1. Education through the Communicator and other outlets about the community
health benefits of sustainable landscaping.
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2. Develop incentives for landscape companies to transition to battery-powered
equipment and minimal/organic fertilizer use. Possible ideas: A tiered pricing
system for licensing that rewards demonstrated training in, and use of, battery-
powered equipment and minimal/organic fertilizer. List sustainable companies
on the village website, to allow residents to choose companies using sustainable
practices.

3. Co-sponsor a workshop to train landscape companies and municipalities in the
successful transition to battery-powered equipment.

4. Partner with neighboring communities to develop incentives for landscape
companies, so that there is more leverage to effect change.

5.Remove public parks and golf courses from the list of places exempted from
the current gas-powered leaf blower restriction.

4.4.3 Encourage Locally-Grown Food
1. Consider allowing residents to keep egg-laying hens by adding them to the list
of exempted animals under section 4-2.3 of the Village Code.
2. Support residential vegetable gardens, which can be difficult in many Wilmette
yards due to heavy shade by older trees. Encourage front-yard and parkway
gardens and provide education and resources to help residents learn how to
grow food under shady conditions.
3. Provide space on Village property for community gardens, or support and
encourage the Park District to increase the number of community gardens on
park district land.

4.4.4 Protect Open Space
1. Continue supporting volunteer engagement in the maintenance of ElImwood
Dunes Preserve. More actively promote volunteer events and celebrate the
preserve.
2. Where opportunities like EImwood Dunes Preserve arise in the future,
preservation and restoration should be top considerations.
3. Require compensation for damage to natural areas, wetlands, and other storm
water retention areas, in cases where private or other governmental entities
propose to damage or destroy green space within the village, and where village
permitting will be required.

4.4.5 Protect and Restore Soil Integrity.
Enforce strong rules that are effective in preventing construction runoff.
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CHAPTER 5 — LEADERSHIP

5.1 Introduction

The Village of Wilmette has taken some important steps to support the GRC2. Up until
2021 the Village had sponsored Going Green Matters, the annual environmental fair
organized by Go Green Wilmette. This event made information about sustainability
available to the public and in 2020 included information about the GRC2 and steps
Wilmette is taking to implement it.

5.2 Existing Conditions

With social distancing concerns due to the pandemic, Going Green Matters has been
replaced in 2021 by a series of webinars on sustainability topics with outside speakers
and co-sponsored by Go Green Wilmette and Village staff. Attendees come from
Wilmette and also from neighboring communities. As well as informing the public, these
webinars facilitate sharing of information about possible ordinances to address
sustainability issues such as managing emissions from leaf-blowers and encouraging
dark skies.

A Greenhouse Gas Inventory was completed in 2011 and is being updated by Village
staff. Given that the basic nature of the village is residential, as it was at the time of the
last inventory, it is expected that the results will indicate that residential energy use for
heating, cooling, appliances, and technology will remain the largest contributor to
greenhouse gases.

The Village of Wilmette has achieved Silver status in the U.S. Department of Energy’s
SolSmart program, which streamlines the application process for solar installations.

The Wilmette Village Board unanimously approved the Master Bike and Active
Transportation Plan in first quarter 2021.

The West Side Neighborhood Storage Project began construction in 2020; this project
aims to better manage stormwater runoff throughout the Village. As part of the project,

the Village entered into an intergovernmental agreement with the Wilmette Park District
and Wilmette School District 39.

5.3 Goals

5.3.1 Partner with local schools, the library and the park district to encourage
sustainability in Wilmette.

5.3.2 Partner with other local governments to achieve efficiency and
sustainability in the region.

20



Wilmette Sustainability Plan

5.3.3 Work with other local environmental commissions to share ideas and
encourage a regional approach to sustainability.

5.4 Recommendations

5.4.1 Continue to co-sponsor the sustainability webinar series with Go Green
Wilmette and share information with other communities about ordinances that
can address specific sustainability issues.

5.4.2 Include local schools, the library and the park district in planning to make
Wilmette a more pollinator and bird-friendly community, encourage active
transportation, and reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

5.4.3 Consider joining with Evanston or other nearby communities to form a
consortium to purchase renewable energy credits.

5.4.4 \WWork to achieve Gold status with SolSmart.

5.4.5 Consider a program to encourage residents to subscribe to community
solar through the Clearway Energy/Trajectory Energy Community solar program.

5.5 References

Metropolitan Mayors Caucus, Greenest Region Compact, Web Site
https://www.wilmette.com/village-services/stormwater-improvement-project/
https://www.wsnsp.com/
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CHAPTER 6 — MOBILITY

6.1 Introduction

The Village of 