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BOARD/COMMISSION/COMMITTEE: Sesquicentennial Planning Committee  

DATE OF MEETING: Wednesday, August 26, 2021 

NAMES OF MEMBERS AND STAFF: 

Members Present: John Jacoby, Nancy Canafax, Christopher Canning, Vern Squires, Alice Chow, 

Anne Kelly, Lisa McDonald, George Pearce, Alan Swanson, Lindsay Thomas, Julie Wolf, Julie Yusim 

Members Absent: Beth Drucker, Kathy Hussey-Arntson, Heather Oliver 

Staff Present: Lisa Roberts, Assistant Director of Community Development  

AGENDA 

Agenda Item – Approval of June 23, 2021 Meeting Minutes 

Minutes were unanimously approved.  

 

Agenda Item – Reports of Working Groups 

Co-Chair Canning and Ms. Thomas presented their work on the big event. Co-Chair Canning indicated 

two Saturdays in September of 2022 that did not conflict with other known events. The Committee 

discussed the options and decided that September 10, 2022 would be the day of the big event. There was 

discussion about the various activities and elements of the big event and rough cost estimates. The 

consensus was for the working group to develop the desired event plan, which could be scaled back if 

necessary at a later point. 

Mr. Pearce reported for the public improvements working group. The village is planning to install 25 

trees as part of the Glenview Road entrance improvement. The harbor rotary will be contributing 

approximately $5,000 for this project. He said they are encouraging the village to look more broadly at 

landscaping and other elements in addition to trees to enhance the area. The schedule for this is pending. 

Mr. Pearce said the alley project is in the village’s CIP. There was consensus on the committee to refer 

to the project as “Ouilmette Way.” There is still the open question of necessary ComEd work and the 

expense for this. The village is working to move to the next level of plan development. They working 

group expects to know before the next committee meeting. Co-Chair Jacoby said that while this is 

scheduled as a village project, the board will see that the Sesquicentennial Committee supports it. Mr. 

Pearce said it would preferable for the project to be finished in time for the September 2022 big event. 

Ms. Wolf discussed various ideas on behalf of the public art working group. She described her 

conversation with a mural artist who has an impressive portfolio and expressed an interest in working 

on a Wilmette project. If the Ouilmette Way project goes forward, they can then decide whether to do a 

mural project with this artist. 

Ms. Wolf then described an ice sculpture concept from Wheaton called the Cocoa Crawl. Ice sculptors 

do this activity on public display while local businesses provide cocoa. She investigated a company that 

does this type of activity. They sculpt between 4 and 6 blocks of ice, one hour for each block, and interact 

with the crowd at the same time. The Committee liked this idea. It was casually referred to as Wilmette 

Winter Fest. Ms. Wolf explained that the cost for this vendor would be $3,300 with 50% down to save 
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the date. The committee agreed on February 12, 2022 for this event, with no other known conflicts on 

that day. Ms. Wolf and Ms. Roberts were asked to coordinate with the vendor to schedule this event.  

Ms. Wolf said that an art fair was also being reviewed by the working group, for early summer of 2022. 

Ms. Kelly and Ms. Thomas presented their work on promotions. They had received a copy of the logo 

and related style guide for the beach bash balls. They propose to issue a press release right after the beach 

bash. Something will be placed in the fall Communicator and they will work with Mr. Arteaga on social 

media posts. Co-Chair Jacoby said he was told the celebration could be featured in the February 2022 

Communicator or as a special insert and he requested that the promotions working group draft something 

for the next meeting. Co-Chair Jacoby explained that the water bills are not yet set up for an insert and 

may be too spread out for anything other than general messaging. He said the 150th logo will be on the 

vehicle stickers and that 150th banners were also approved to go forward. He asked that the banners be 

in motion by the next meeting. Ms. Kelly said that since the hanging baskets took the place of banners 

in the Village Center, something else could perhaps be placed in vacant storefront windows. Co-Chair 

Jacoby suggested a 150th flag, similar to what had been done for a previous year’s celebration, in place 

of Village Center banners. 

Ms. Thomas discussed some of the ideas for promotional item giveaways. She said to some extent, the 

items will match the events, like the beach balls for the park district beach bash. There was discussion 

about how 150th-branded items might be sold. Ms. Yusim said the Chamber was interested in taking this 

on and she would explore with the board further. There was agreement that while some profit was 

possible, selling items would probably not be a big fundraiser.  

Co-Chair Canafax said the history working group had no update from the previous committee meeting.  

Co-Chair Jacoby presented a video of drone footage put together by a vendor who had be in contact with 

Ms. Drucker. There was discussion about the cost for a video and whether the vendor would also do 

production. If the vendor does not do production, someone would need to prepare a script and footage 

index and edit for narration and music. There was discussion whether a New Trier class or college class 

could do this. The committee agreed to pursue this idea further. 

Co-Chair Jacoby reported that the interfaith group he was in contact with had proposed an open house, 

a music event, and a 2022 Thanksgiving service. The committee supported these events.  

There was no report on school activities. Ms. Chow offered to follow up if someone would provide her 

with contacts.  

Agenda Item – Discussion of Draft Calendar of Events 

Co-Chair Jacoby asked staff to contact Winnetka and other village groups about the scheduling of the 

big event on September 10, 2022 to avoid any further scheduling conflicts.   

Agenda Item – Discussion of Next Meeting Date 

The committee is planning to meet next on Thursday, September 23, 2021 at 3:00 p.m.  
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Agenda Item – Public Comment 

No public comment was provided.  

DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING: September 23, 2021 at 3:00 p.m. 

PERSON PREPARING SUMMARY: Lisa Roberts, Assistant Director of Community Development  


