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1200 Wilmette Avenue 

Wilmette, Illinois 60091-0040 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

 

SESQUICENTENNIAL PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2020 

 

2:00 P.M. 

 

REMOTE MEETING 

 
 

Members Present: Co-Chair John Jacoby 

 Co-Chair Nancy Canafax 

 Co-Chair Chris Canning 

 Co-Chair Vern Squires 

 Beth Drucker 

 Anne Kelly 

 Kathy Hussey-Arntson 

 Lisa McDonald 

 George Pearce 

 Alan Swanson 

 Lindsay Thomas 

 Julie Yusim 

 

Members Absent: None 

 

Staff Present: Lisa Roberts, Assistant Director of Community Development 

 Alex Arteaga, Management Analyst 

  

 

I. Call to Order and Roll Call 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby called the meeting to order at 2:04 p.m. 
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II. Welcome Remarks 

 

 Co-Chair Jacoby, on behalf of all the Co-Chairs, welcomed everyone to the first meeting 

of the Sesquicentennial Planning Committee. The committee was created by the Village 

Board to plan the village’s sesquicentennial celebration in 2022. The precise date of 

Wilmette’s founding is September 19, 1872. That’s the date that the village government 

was formally empowered to function as a municipal entity.  

 

 September 19 was first celebrated as the village’s birthday in 1947 on the occasion of the 

75th anniversary. The date was celebrated again in 1972 for the 100th anniversary, in 1997 

for the 125th anniversary, and in 2007 for the 135th anniversary. A memo prepared by 

museum director Kathy Hussey-Arntson that outlines these various celebrations was sent 

to the committee before the meeting. 

 

 In creating this committee, the Village Board gave the committee wide latitude to 

recommend the form of the 2022 celebration. The Village Board however made one point 

very clear; it wants the committee to achieve wide-spread community participation in all 

aspects of the process. It wants the committee to involve the village’s governmental units, 

civic organizations, community groups, churches and synagogues, and all the citizens of 

the village. 

 

 In light of this, the committee’s first task will be to solicit input on what the community 

wants in the way of a celebration. That is where the committee’s discussion will start at 

this meeting. 

 

III. Committee Members’ Self-Introductions 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby asked the members to introduce themselves. He started by saying he 

succeeded Vern Squires and preceded Nancy Canafax as village president from 1989 to 

1997. He has lived in the community since the 1970s. He has been involved in a variety of 

civic activities. His real job was that of a lawyer; he was with a law firm called Vedder, 

Price, Kaufman & Kammholz in Chicago for almost 50 years. 

 

Mr. Squires said he was Mr. Jacoby’s predecessor as village president, from 1981 to 1989. 

He is a long-time member of the board of directors for the Wilmette Historical Society. He 

is currently serving as the treasurer. He is another lawyer; he was with Wilson & McIlvaine 

for a long time. He ended his professional career as general counsel for the ServiceMaster 

company. He lived in Wilmette for a long time, first on Gregory Avenue and then on 

Ashland Avenue. He is now living at the retirement community at Mather in Evanston. 

 

Ms. Canafax said she was Mr. Jacoby’s successor and Mr. Canning’s predecessor as village 

president. She was also a trustee and served on various boards and commissions in the 

village. She is also a lawyer. They came to the village right after the centennial celebration 

in 1972.  
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Mr. Canning said he was Ms. Canafax’s successor, serving as village president from 2005 

to 2013. He first came to the village in 1962. His career path began with his working at 

Chalet Nursery in the late 1970s as a stock boy. He is now a lawyer and his office is at the 

Chalet Office Plaza, not far from where he first started. Looking at the past events listed in 

Ms. Hussey-Arntson’s memo, he probably saw the slide show for the centennial 

celebration. He has probably attended all of the events listed since 1972. 

 

Mr. Pearce said he is also a lawyer, now retired from his firm in Chicago. He is now on 

counsel in a firm with Mr. Canning as his boss. He was a village trustee for many years. 

He is very active with the Wilmette Harbor Rotary Club, which he has been a member of 

for over 30 years. He is also very active with St. Joseph/St. Francis parish. He was chair of 

their sesquicentennial committee, serving along with Ms. Canafax. That celebration went 

quite well. 

 

Mr. Swanson said he was a village trustee from 2005 to 2015 and served as the chair of the 

Transportation Commission before that. He said he is not a lawyer; he is a civil engineer, 

retired now for five years. He worked with McDonough Associates, an infrastructure 

consulting firm in Chicago. He lived in Wilmette for a year in 1970 and then moved here 

with his family in 1992. After he retired, he moved to Evanston. He is happy to be a part 

of the celebration planning. 

 

Ms. Drucker said she is the head of Go Green Wilmette, the community environmental 

group. She is neither a lawyer nor an elected official. She is happy to be a part of this 

esteemed group and looks forward to working with everyone. One of the things Go Green 

Wilmette does is try to help people figure out how to plan celebrations that have a positive 

effect on the environment. She looks forward to adding that perspective to the committee’s 

work. 

 

Ms. Kelly said she is a Wilmette resident. She has lived in Wilmette and raised her kids 

here for the last 12 years. She is the youngest of six and she and her siblings were raised in 

Wilmette. She is in advertising and marketing with her own consultancy, A.S.K Marketing 

Group. Before that, she worked ten years at Pioneer Press at their building in downtown 

Wilmette. She also worked at the Tribune Company downtown at the Tribune Tower for 

15 years before going out on her own. She is currently on the Wilmette Chamber board. 

She was very involved in the village’s “Wilmette-onomics” campaign supporting local 

business. She’s happy to be with the group and to contribute. 

 

Ms. Yusim said she is the executive director of the Wilmette/Kenilworth Chamber of 

Commerce. She’s been around since Ms. Canafax was village president. She is on her 

second time around with the Chamber; she was director from 2000 to 2010, then she went 

to the private sector for six years, and then she returned to the Chamber in 2015. She 

participated in the 135th celebration with Mr. Canning. She is thrilled to participate on the 

committee and looks forward to working with everyone. 

 

Ms. Hussey-Arntson said she is the director of the Wilmette Historical Museum. She has 



December 17, 2020 Sesquicentennial Planning Committee Approved February 8, 2021 

4 

 

been the director since 1993. She worked on the 135th celebration. They have a lot of 

records on the past celebrations so she hopes to be a resource for what was done before. 

The list in the memo is very brief; there is more information at the museum for anyone 

interested. Before working in Wilmette, she worked at other museums in Chicago including 

the Field Museum and the Cultural Center, and she also worked in museums in Minnesota. 

She is happy to work with the committee. 

 

Ms. McDonald said she is the president of the Wilmette Public Library board of trustees. 

She has been on the library board for twelve years. She has lived in Wilmette since 1992, 

raising two sons with her husband. She lives in west Wilmette. She moved here from 

Minnesota via Los Angeles, via St. Louis, originally from North Carolina. She currently 

does market research and qualitative research. She does a lot with social issues as well as 

branding and healthcare. Her background is consumer packaged goods. The library is 

excited to be part of the 150th anniversary. They look forward to doing programming 

around the event. 

 

Ms. Thomas said she is the manager for district operations for the Wilmette Park District. 

She has worked for the district for almost seven years. Before her current role, she was the 

general recreation supervisor. The main things she helped work on were their special events 

such as the Halloween Happening event, daddy/daughter and mother/son events, and the 

Beach Bash. She has some special event experience. This celebration will be a very special 

event and she is looking forward to being a part of this effort. 

 

IV.  Discussion of Wilmette Sesquicentennial Planning 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby said it’s hard to plan without community input. The first objective is to 

go out and seek community input on what people are looking for in the way of a 

sesquicentennial celebration. He thinks the committee should put together a solicitation 

that can be publicized in the Communicator, village website, newspaper, and 

communications with other groups. To help draft something for review by the committee, 

he said he would be interested to hear what each of the members would like to see out of 

the celebration. 

 

Mr. Canning said when doing this for the 135th anniversary, the idea was to generate a 

sense of community, doing something with our friends and neighbors. There was a day of 

music and a rib fest. It was called a block party. The reason it was a block party is because 

when you call an event a block party, it is permissible to have open flames and open alcohol 

containers on a public street. He doesn’t think that by September 2021, everything will be 

100% open as it was two years ago but he is very hopeful that by September 2022, there 

will be the opportunity for a big celebration with lots of people. He envisions the 

celebration going throughout the year throughout the community, not just fireworks at 

Gillson Park or something in the Village Center. It will be a matter of not just soliciting 

feedback from all parts of the community but also proactively reaching out and holding 

events throughout the village.   
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Mr. Pearce said he is thinking about some of the things they did for St. Joseph’s event. 

People really enjoyed learning historical information, for example, about families that have 

been here several generations, and things they have contributed to the community. He’s 

also thought about some type of public improvement project; for example, Veteran’s Park 

could use some updating and improving.     

 

Ms. Canafax said she would like to see the village designated as an Archange Ouilmette 

land grant community. Being a Tree City is bland and generic. Being designated an 

Archange Ouilmette land grant community is colorful and would honor Wilmette’s history, 

which goes all the way back to 1812 when she came to what is now Wilmette. That has 

great importance for the village’s history. 

 

Ms. Drucker said she would like to tie in with natural areas that people are less familiar 

with, for example the Keay Nature Center. There is an amazing prairie at the park district 

where some kind of prairie festival could be held. She also thinks it important to do things 

to attract the interest of younger people. There are a lot of virtual ways to celebrate. It 

would be good to have some sort of an online presence. It’s important to make efforts to 

include newer residents. It might also be interesting for some activity or event around what 

people want to see in the village in the future. What will the next 50 years look like? 

 

Ms. Kelly said her observation is that people are passionate about Wilmette and why they 

chose to live here and why they continue to live here. The historical stuff is important to 

remind the community of all the things that make Wilmette special. The feel of the 

communications throughout the year might show the historical beginnings and how we got 

to where we are, what it looks like, how the businesses have grown and changed, to why 

it’s a great place to live. From an event standpoint, everyone loves a good party. The kinds 

of things the park district does, the fireworks and the beach bash, have been amazing. She 

likes the idea of having a year-long schedule of celebrating Wilmette. There are so many 

opportunities, such as having a special show or musical at Wallace Bowl. At that point, the 

downtown streetscape will be completed; there will be a lot of improvements in the Village 

Center including the Village Green and lighting and seating. She likes the idea of tapping 

into community; let’s get feedback about how to make the community better and more 

engaged. 

 

Mr. Squires said we should have a series of pictures run on the website. The museum has 

a fabulous array of photographs that could be displayed. There should also be an exhibit at 

the museum. We could hold a panel discussion of current and/or former heads of 

government units to talk about what they faced over some period of time. He thinks the 

planning needs to bring in the school districts and get the kids interested, and then their 

parents. The list of products from past events has some neat things that are fun reminders 

of the occasion.  

 

Ms. Hussey-Arntson said the museum is planning on doing an exhibit but she wants to hear 

more ideas to help determine how to focus that exhibit. The focus could be on what makes 

Wilmette special, it could be focused on families, it could be a lot of different things. As 
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Mr. Squires noted, the museum has over 13,000 images of Wilmette, and she is happy to 

contribute if the committee needs some images. She’s not sure how to work it in but there 

are so many people in the village who have grown up here and then come back to raise 

their kids. There are many families that are two or three generations in Wilmette, and 

sometimes more if you go back to some of the old Gross Point families dating back to the 

1840s. She agrees with Ms. Kelly: people are passionate about the village and choose to 

stay. It’s something that would be fun to recognize. It’s important to be very inclusive and 

she noted that there is no one of Asian descent on the committee. It might be helpful to 

reach out to more recent residents in the village to get more diversity. Finally, she said that 

the 100th and 125th were year-long celebrations that started the year before. If that’s the 

idea for the 150th, we will be starting activities in September of 2021. We may not want to 

do that in the current climate, but that is something the committee should think about: what 

is the time frame we want to have the celebration in? 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby said Ms. Hussey-Arntson’s observation about the membership of the 

committee is valid. He thinks there is flexibility to add members or otherwise have helpers 

that bring in more viewpoints.  

 

Ms. McDonald said the west side of the village is very diverse. Being part of the library, 

they value dialogue. If the historical society could identify maybe four different issues that 

have come up every 25 years, to show the evolution of where we’ve been, where we are, 

where we’re going, that might be very interesting. Such issues might be education, race 

relations, industry. The library staff does wonderful programming and they can brainstorm 

ideas. It’s important to have some sort of youth or teen council from the park district and 

schools to get their ideas about ways to engage their peers. She remembers the parking 

sticker contest; some kind of contest is a good way to kick things off and get people 

involved. 

 

Ms. Thomas said there were many great ideas. She agrees it’s important to find a way to 

get the younger families and the kids and teens involved, whether through an activity, a 

contest or a scavenger hunt, something to make it fun for them to learn about their 

community.  

 

Mr. Swanson said the one hallmark of people he’s met is their sense of community. People 

think highly of Wilmette as a family place and a place to connect with your neighbors. 

Given everything that has happened in the last year, we need to do some work on 

recapturing that community spirit. This is the perfect timing to do this, particularly if we 

start in the fall of 2021. It would be very well received to have a community activity to get 

behind. 

 

Ms. Yusim said many businesses have been in the community a long time and it would be 

nice to use this opportunity to recognize them. The museum has some neat photos of the 

business districts. It would be fun to integrate that into the planning. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby asked if there was anyone in the meeting who was not on the committee. 
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There was no one to make comment. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby asked the staff to introduce themselves. 

 

Ms. Roberts said she is the assistant director of community development. She will be 

helping the committee with getting the celebration moving. She’s been with the village a 

total of about 24 years. 

 

Mr. Arteaga said he is a management analyst in the manager’s office. He works across all 

village departments. He will be helping with the committee’s work. He has been with the 

village for a little over a year, starting in the public works department and now in the 

manager’s office. He is looking forward to working with the committee. Before working 

at the village, he was a high school history teacher for four years. He attended graduate 

school and transitioned to a career in government. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby said there is no one on the committee from District 37 or 39. He said it 

would be nice to have school representation on the committee. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby said in thinking about how to decide to celebrate the sesquicentennial, 

one should know why the village is celebrating and what we want to accomplish. What Mr. 

Canning and others have said gets to that point. We should be promoting unity among 

community, create community spirit, to teach about village history and traditions, and 

create the roots will carry with them the rest of their lives. To renew old friendships. Mr. 

Pearce’s idea of a public improvement such as Veteran’s Park is a good idea. There is a 

vacant property next door; maybe something can be done there. It’s also an opportunity to 

just have some good old-fashioned fun as we put the pandemic behind us. The events we 

plan should be based on the reasons for doing this.  

 

Co-Chair Jacoby said that he will work with staff to craft some wording for soliciting input 

from the public. 

 

There was agreement with this. 

 

Ms. McDonald said if you have ideas to show, you get a better response, by having 

something people can respond to. The first questions might be when and for how long. The 

committee’s discussion generated many ideas that could be shared for comment.  

 

Ms. McDonald asked if there was anything on the museum website with the history of 

Wilmette. Something like this could be a good prompt for the library staff to generate ideas. 

 

Ms. Hussey-Arntson said there is a general history on the museum’s website. She was not 

sure how far forward it goes. There is also something on the village’s website as well. She 

said someone earlier had mentioned a scavenger hunt. For the last four years, the museum 

has done one with a particular theme, such as John Westerfield. It’s been very popular and 

is a good way to get kids and families involved. 
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Ms. Drucker said she previously served on a village bicycling group, Bike Walk Wilmette. 

She thinks that group might lead a village-wide bike ride perhaps visiting historic stops. 

 

Ms. Hussey-Arntson said she’s worked with someone before on something like this and it 

could be very doable. 

 

Mr. Pearce asked if the committee members are restricted with sending emails to each other 

with questions and thoughts.  

 

Co-Chair Jacoby said the committee is a public body and subject to the Open Meetings 

Act. The members should probably do most communicating through staff. 

 

Mr. Swanson asked how many members are on the committee. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby said 12. 

 

Mr. Swanson said a majority of half is four so up to three members talking should be 

compliant. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby said nonetheless, the members should be careful about their 

communications. 

 

Ms. McDonald said, building off the ideas with the Chamber and the businesses and with 

the scavenger hunt, to do something like a Taste of Wilmette, with businesses having a 

150th anniversary special. That would drum up business and help people get to know them, 

if the businesses are interested. A restaurant serving some kind of food from back in the 

day could be fun. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby said one of the potential benefits of a sesquicentennial celebration is the 

positive impact on village businesses. 

 

V. Discussion of Next Meeting Date 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby suggested that the committee meet in early February of 2021. Before that, 

they will ask staff to draft a solicitation and circulate that among the committee. The 

meeting in February would then include a discussion of that draft. 

 

There was consensus that the second week in February would be acceptable. 

 

VI. Public Comment 

 

There was no public comment. 
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VII. Adjournment 

 

Ms. Kelly moved to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Canning seconded the motion. Voting yes:  

Ms. Drucker, Ms. Kelly, Ms. Hussey-Arntson, Ms. McDonald, Mr. Pearce, Mr. Swanson, 

Ms. Thomas, Ms. Yusim, Co-Chair Canafax, Co-Chair Canning, Co-Chair Squires, and 

Co-Chair Jacoby. Voting no: None. The meeting was adjourned at 2:57 p.m. 

 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 

 Lisa Roberts 

 Assistant Director of Community Development  

  


