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1200 Wilmette Avenue 

Wilmette, Illinois 60091-0040 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

 

SESQUICENTENNIAL PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2021 

 

3:00 P.M. 

 

REMOTE MEETING 

 
 

Members Present: Co-Chair John Jacoby 

 Co-Chair Nancy Canafax 

 Co-Chair Chris Canning 

 Co-Chair Vern Squires 

 Beth Drucker 

 Kathy Hussey-Arntson 

 Lisa McDonald 

 George Pearce 

 Alan Swanson 

 Lindsay Thomas 

 Julie Yusim 

 

Members Absent: Anne Kelly 

 

Staff Present: Lisa Roberts, Assistant Director of Community Development 

 Alex Arteaga, Management Analyst 

  

 

I. Call to Order and Roll Call 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby called the meeting to order at 3:05 p.m. 
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II. Approval of December 17, 2020 Meeting Minutes 

 

Ms. McDonald moved to approve the December 17, 2020 meeting minutes. Mr. Swanson 

seconded the motion. Voting yes: Ms. Drucker, Ms. Hussey-Arntson, Ms. McDonald, Mr. 

Pearce, Mr. Swanson, Ms. Thomas, Ms. Yusim, Co-Chair Canafax, Co-Chair Canning, Co-

Chair Squires, and Co-Chair Jacoby. Voting no: None. The motion passed. 

 

III. Discussion of Wilmette Sesquicentennial Planning –  

 Approval of the “Solicitation Document” 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby said that the draft solicitation had been circulated a few times. It had been 

amended a few times as well and was now in a format ready for the committee’s approval. 

He noted that the document is a model that can be revised depending upon who the recipient 

is to be, to make the document more suitable to them. He asked for a motion to approve 

the document. 

 

Mr. Swanson moved to approve the document. Co-Chair Squires seconded the motion. 

Voting yes: Ms. Drucker, Ms. Hussey-Arntson, Ms. McDonald, Mr. Pearce, Mr. Swanson, 

Ms. Thomas, Ms. Yusim, Co-Chair Canafax, Co-Chair Canning, Co-Chair Squires, and 

Co-Chair Jacoby. Voting no: None. The motion passed. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby said the committee members had have almost 6 weeks from discussion 

of last meeting that might have sparked other ideas of the way sesquicentennial should be 

observed. He invited the committee members to share their thoughts about other 

celebration ideas. 

 

Co-Chair Squires said he had a comment about the list of contacts. He suggested that the 

committee reach out to Scout Troop 5. He said they are great kids and have very able 

scoutmasters. His second suggestion was to have a dedicated web site for the celebration. 

It would be a great place to display things and post communications notices, and other web 

pages could direct to it.  

 

Ms. McDonald said it would be a good place to solicit ideas and thoughts for the 

community to brainstorm. She said the other institutions involved, like the library, could 

put a link to the celebration site on their own websites. She said she had spoken to Kathy 

at the museum because there is a good connection between the library and the museum for 

programming ideas. The library staff will be working with the museum staff. One idea that 

Kathy had that the library staff was excited about was, the Chicago Cultural Center has a 

listening booth where you can record people’s stories in their own voice. You bring a friend 

or family member with you to conduct the interview. It’s a way to record and preserve 

memories but also to hear different voices within Wilmette. She asked if Kathy wanted to 

add anything. 
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Ms. Hussey-Arntson said she looked into it. The company, Chicago Scenic Studios, does 

produce a recording booth. It’s not inexpensive but it would be a great addition to the 

celebration. It would be a great way to record voices, oral histories, interviews, or whatever 

people want to do, as a permanent record, hopefully of a wide variety of people of 

Wilmette. If we had a website, you could put snippets of recordings on the website. It’s 

been done by other museums across the county and it’s something that been very 

successful. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby asked Ms. Roberts about the feasibility of these things. 

 

Ms. Roberts said she would need to learn more about the recording booth but the IT 

department is available to help. Regarding a website, a page had been created for the 

committee on the village’s web site and this can be expanded to include the solicitation and 

email. If the committee is interested in a separate website, this is something that can be 

requested through the manager’s office. 

 

Mr. Arteaga added that it would be a question of what the website was to be used for, what 

it needs to do. He thought it would need to be reviewed by village leadership. As for 

resources, there are several staff members including Peter Skiles and Phuong Nguyn in the 

Administrative Services department who are available to help. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby asked if anyone on the committee had expertise on website design. No 

one present did. He asked if anyone objected to pursuing a separate webpage. There were 

no objections. 

 

Ms. Hussey-Arntson said when she and Ms. McDonald had discussed the recording booth, 

they discussed having the recording booth either at the museum or the library, thinking that 

maybe the library had a little bit more room for doing something like this than the museum. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby asked village staff to get in touch with Ms. Hussey-Arntson and Ms. 

McDonald to flesh out this idea.  

 

Ms. McDonald said that the library IT staff will also be available to assist.  

 

Ms. Yusim asked if Ms. Hussey-Arntson knew if a time capsule is buried somewhere. If 

there’s not one to dig up, maybe a new one could be buried. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby said there are time capsules buried around the village. He said there’s one 

at the post office, unless it’s been removed. He asked if Ms. Hussey-Arntson knew of any 

others. 

 

Ms. Hussey-Arntson said she wasn’t sure. She thought Central School might have dug up 

an old one in the late 1990s/early 2000s and buried a new one. She said it’s a fun idea. 

 

Ms. Canafax said she remembers something buried under a rock at Gillson Park. 
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Ms. Thomas said she can ask around at the park district about a time capsule on park district 

property. 

 

Mr. Pearce said he would be interested in talking to people about a public improvement 

such as public art or a public space. He said it might be a good idea to have a sub-group of 

committee members to kick around ideas and report back suggestions to the whole group. 

 

Mr. Swanson said he had the same thought. A public art project, there are a number of 

landscaping things that can be done, maybe planting a sesquicentennial tree, a bike path, 

or any number of projects the village are already considering. Tying this into the 

celebration could kickstart the effort. Maybe even something with affordable housing, 

maybe a pedestrian-friendly zone. The village staff may have some projects that have been 

on the back burner. 

 

Ms. Drucker said she had contacted Co-Chair Jacoby with some ideas. Go Green Wilmette 

can contribute some sustainable additions to the celebration. One idea was Wilmette of the 

Future, highlighting some of the things they are already putting in place. She likes what 

Mr. Swanson said about building on things we’re already planning and doing. A lot of time 

people don’t even know about these things. It could be a way to amplify the celebration 

without adding a hundred percent new work. Go Green talked about planting 150 trees as 

opposed to a single sesquicentennial tree. We could also look at the trees in Wilmette that 

happen to be 150 years old or older. The BikeWalk Wilmette group already does a bike 

tour so that could be done for the celebration. Go Green Wilmette already does sustainable 

yard tours and they are going to start a solar tour that could be incorporated into this the 

following year.  

 

Ms. Drucker said she talked to Co-Chair Jacoby about a big project involving the one last 

large piece of property in Wilmette that has not been developed. This is the Hoffman 

property on the southwest side of the Village. She wondered whether the village might 

commit to doing something with the property.  

 

Co-Chair Jacoby asked Co-Chair Squires to summarize the history.  

 

Co-Chair Squires said the property is on the east side of Ridge Road, a little bit south of 

the intersection with Wilmette Avenue. It’s a big piece of property that used to be a 

greenhouse. The property is both in Evanston and in Wilmette. It’s adjacent to single family 

residences who naturally have concerns about the future use of the property. The Historical 

Society could have obtained the property but there were two substantial issues. The first 

was the cost to rehabilitate the property. The second was that the estate was placing 

conditions on the Historical Society accepting the property. These conditions were not 

possible for the Historical Society to achieve.  

 

Co-Chair Canafax added that the property is extraordinarily expensive to deal with. There 

are huge problems but it could be a wonderful thing for the village.  
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Co-Chair Jacoby asked Ms. Drucker what use she thought the property could be put to. 

 

Ms. Drucker said it could be comparable to what happened with Mallinckrodt, with a 

solution that has been a huge benefit to the community. This site would be great for a 

natural area, a historical museum annex, a teaching garden. 

 

Ms. Hussey-Arntson said she talked to one of the estate people recently and the property 

is still in play. She doesn’t have any more information than that. It seems to be a difficult 

estate to resolve, which will be a problem for anyone who wants to work with them. The 

Historical Society talked a while ago about using the site for sustainable gardens, featuring 

greenhouse history, and doing something with the house. The house is the oldest house in 

Wilmette; it’s actually in Wilmette while much of the gardens are in Evanston.  

 

Co-Chair Jacoby said the property is right on the board with Evanston and it actually lies 

on both sides of Ridge Road. There was a section on the west and a section on the east. It 

was originally the Hoffman Nursery and home. It passed to a brother and sister by the name 

of Higgins who both died within the last two years. The property is now in an estate. He 

didn’t know the size in acreage. It would be a really interesting way to commemorate the 

sesquicentennial but it might be too big of an undertaking.  

 

Co-Chair Jacoby asked if there were any other comments on Mr. Pearce’s idea of a public 

improvement project. 

 

Mr. Pearce said as part of that concept, he would be interested in discussing Veteran’s Park 

in the Village Center. It’s in a fantastic location but he thinks most people rarely notice it. 

It could be enhanced, maybe better incorporated into the downtown area. He thinks it 

would be an interesting project.  

 

Co-Chair Jacoby said it was his understanding from the Village Manager that some kind 

of improvement is already planned for Veteran’s Park in connection with the downtown 

street project. But maybe it’s not too late to weigh in on that. He clarified that if a 

subcommittee was formed, it could not be more than three people. 

 

Ms. Roberts said three is the maximum without being considered a meeting. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby invited any of the committee members who are interested in working on 

this informal group to let him know. 

 

Ms. Hussey-Arntson asked if the co-chairs or other members had thought about when we 

will be celebrating these events. The timing to some extent affects what will be scheduled. 

Do we want to start this fall in 2021 or not until 2022?  

 

Co-Chair Jacoby said this is part of what they were asking people to think about when 

giving suggestions for the celebration. Given the Corona virus, it’s not a good idea to start 

having events while wearing masks and social distancing. The earliest possible they could 
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start would be September 2021 and that’s probably wishful thinking. Maybe January 2022 

would be an appropriate time to start. He asked what other members thought. 

 

Mr. Swanson said he thought Co-Chair Jacoby’s thinking was correct that anything before 

September 2021 is a big mistake. It is the year of the 150th so perhaps January through 

December 2022 would be the right way to go. 

 

Ms. Hussey-Arntson said that that was helpful and good direction as it pertains to the 

museum’s scheduling of events. She is working on fall 2021 programs at the moment so it 

helps to know that this planning does not include sesquicentennial events now but will be 

when they get to next year’s planning. 

 

Ms. Roberts said that the idea of what will the future of Wilmette look like was discussed 

at the last meeting. The village will be starting a new comprehensive plan process later this 

year and there might be a way to tie future thinking efforts to both the comprehensive plan 

and the 150th celebration to the benefit of both. 

 

Ms. Drucker said she agreed to do all the events in one calendar year. Second, she noted 

that there are many different nationalities represented in the village; she said there are 

something like 43 different languages spoken by Romona School families. She suggested 

some sort of international element to the celebration. There is a very active international 

club at Marie Murphy junior high school; they do a big event every year and perhaps it 

could be expanded beyond the school district for this occasion. This kind of thing would 

also tie in with the village’s history and the waves of immigrants who came and settled in 

the community.  

 

Mr. Pearce said the old Human Relations Commission would have an international food 

event at Mallinckrodt. With the commission being reinvigorated, that might tie in nicely.  

 

Co-Chair Jacoby said these were all good ideas. They will be recorded in the minutes and 

preserved. He asked if there was anything else before moving on.  

 

There were no other comments. 

 

 Discussion of Wilmette Sesquicentennial Planning –  

 Discussion of Outreach Targets and Methods 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby said the next thing to talk about is how to get the word out. Ms. Roberts 

put together a list of the organizations in the community for the committee to review. 

 

Mr. Pearce said the Sisters of Christian Charity on Elmwood have a long history in the 

village and it would make sense to include them as well.  
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Mr. Swanson suggested some of the youth sports teams. Some are tied to the park district; 

the baseball association is not. They might be interested in holding a tournament or 

sponsoring a more regional event. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby agreed that youth groups should be included. There are the boy scouts. 

He asked if there were girl scouts.  

 

Co-Chair Squires said Troop 5 is now combined, girls and boys.  

 

Mr. Swanson and Ms. Drucker confirmed there is also a separate girl scout presence in 

Wilmette. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby said the Wilmette Baseball Association, the Wilmette Hockey 

Association, and the Warming House should be added to the list. 

 

Mr. Swanson said there might be YMCA youth groups that are still active, such as the 

Indian Princesses. 

 

Ms. Thomas said she had not heard of any YMCA programs in Wilmette. 

 

Ms. McDonald said the Human Relations Committee was mentioned earlier. Are there 

other committees that should be contacted or do they fall under Village of Wilmette? She 

said the committee talked last time about school district representation on this committee 

instead of just inviting them to comment. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby said Ms. Roberts had reached out to the schools to find a liaison to work 

with. For the time being, we’ll try to work with a liaison. He agreed that the Village Board 

and village commission members should be contacted. 

 

Mr. Drucker suggested that the village’s Environmental and Energy Commission be added 

to the contact list.  

 

Co-Chair Canafax suggested that Housing Our Own – Wilmette be added to the contact 

list. 

 

Ms. Hussey-Arntson said she could provide email addresses for some of the entities 

mentioned, such as the Sisters of Christian Charity.  

 

Co-Chair Jacoby said the goal is to get in touch with these organizations and if possible, 

their individual board/leadership members, to the extent we can get email addresses. 

 

Mr. Pearce said it’s probably helpful if committee members who have a personal 

relationship with an organization follow up with a contact. A letter from staff may not get 

the attention we would like. 
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Co-Chair Jacoby agreed and suggested reviewing the list to see who on the committee 

might have a contact that could be leveraged.  

 

Ms. McDonald said the library visits some senior buildings and she can check to see which 

ones. 

 

Ms. Thomas said the park district has a relationship with many of the entities on the list. 

She can send a list to Ms. Roberts. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby asked if anyone had a connection to BikeWalk Wilmette. 

 

Ms. Drucker said she is with that group. She noted that they have a newsletter so they are 

able to help get the word out about the celebration planning. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby said Ms. Drucker will be the committee’s liaison to BikeWalk Wilmette 

and also Go Green Wilmette. 

 

Co-Chair Squires said Scout Troop 5 is headquartered at First Presbyterian Church, which 

he attends. 

 

Mr. Swanson said all of the scout troops in Wilmette are already part of an organization. 

He suggested talking to the whole group to cover all nine troops. He offered to get the 

contact name. 

 

Ms. Drucker said we might invite the U.S. Coast Guard; they’ve been a part of the 

community for a long time. She suggested also the yacht club and the Harbor Association, 

if not already on the list. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby asked if any committee member was a member of the yacht club. 

 

Co-Chair Canning said he represents the Harbor Association. He said it was not a problem 

for him to be the committee’s liaison in this matter. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby asked if anyone was member of the Wilmette Woman’s Club. 

 

Co-Chair Canning said he represents them too. 

 

Ms. Hussey-Arntson said Trustee Gina Kennedy is an active member of the Woman’s 

Club. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby asked if anyone knew about the Optimists’ Club. 

 

Ms. Roberts said she had a contact for them. 
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Mr. Swanson said he knew a couple members but wasn’t sure how active the organization 

is. 

 

Mr. Pearce said Ben Wozney and Steve Santacruz are the members he knows. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby asked if anyone knew about the Masons. 

 

Ms. Hussey-Arntson said they are going to join another lodge. They gave a number of 

records to the museum. She has a contact that she can provide to Ms. Roberts. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby said the chamber is covered with Ms. Yusim’s participation on this 

committee. The historical society is also well-represented on the committee. He asked if 

anyone has a contact with the Wilmette Community Band.  

 

Ms. Hussey-Arntson said she has a contact that she can provide to Ms. Roberts. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby asked about the Arts Guild and if it is still in existence. 

 

Ms. Thomas said they hang items at the Community Recreation Center so she thought she 

could get a contact. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby asked if anyone was a member of Westmoreland Country Club. 

 

Co-Chair Canning said he represents the club. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby asked Co-Chair Canning to send all of his contacts to Ms. Roberts. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby asked Ms. Thomas if she could get information about the Starlight 

Foundation. He asked if the group was still functioning. 

 

Ms. Thomas said she wasn’t sure but would ask. 

 

Ms. Hussey-Arntson suggested adding the Wilmette Garden Club to the list and she will 

send the contact to Ms. Roberts. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby asked about the Rotary Clubs. 

 

Mr. Pearce said he could give the information for both of them to Ms. Roberts. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby asked if anyone had a connection to the North Shore Senior Center.  

 

Ms. Roberts said she would reach out to them. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby said there are some Wilmette representatives on the township board who 

can be contacted. 
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Ms. Drucker asked if the Little Garden Club of Wilmette was on the list. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby asked if Ms. Hussey-Arntson had a contact for the Little Garden Club. 

 

Ms. Hussey-Arntson said she did not. She noted that there is also an Indian Hill garden 

club that she might be able to get a contact for.  

 

Mr. Pearce said he knows someone in that club and he will send Ms. Roberts that contact. 

 

Ms. Drucker said the Little Garden Club of Wilmette is headed by Edie Rowell and she is 

also the co-president of the Woman’s Club of Wilmette. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby said regarding Michigan Shores Club, he thought there were a few 

members on the committee. He asked if anyone knows a board member. 

 

Mr. Pearce said Suzanne is the club board president. He will reach out to her and send the 

contact information to Ms. Roberts. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby asked if anyone knew someone with the New Trier Republicans or the 

New Trier Democrats.  

 

Mr. Pearce said he know someone with the New Trier Democrats.  

 

Ms. Yusim said she also has a contact with the New Trier Democrats. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby asked them to send the information to Ms. Roberts. He asked if anyone 

had a contact for the New Trier Republicans or if they were still active. There was no 

response. He said the New Trier Neighbors group was active and that he would give the 

contact to Ms. Roberts. 

Ms. Drucker asked if the League of Woman Voters of Wilmette was on the list.  

 

Co-Chair Jacoby confirmed that the group was on the list.  

 

Co-Chair Canafax said she was a member. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby said he was taking care of contacting the public schools. He asked if 

anyone had a particular contact at District 37 or District 39. There was no one. He asked 

Co-Chair Canning if he could get a contact for Loyola Academy. 

 

Co-Chair Canning said yes. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby asked about Regina Dominican. 

 

Co-Chair Canning said he had a contact there as well. 
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Co-Chair Jacoby asked about Ronald Knox Montessori and Rose Hall Montessori. No one 

had a contact there. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby asked Mr. Pearce to follow up with St. Francis School.  

 

Mr. Pearce said he would work with St. Francis School. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby asked if there was a parish council. 

 

Mr. Pearce said there was. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby said in some of these cases, it would be desirable to reach out to more 

than one person. It would be polite to communicate with all members of the Park Board, 

all members of the Library Board, all the Village Trustees, and all the members of the 

village boards and commissions. The wider we reach out, the more feedback and the better 

feedback we’ll get. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby said regarding the churches, there used to be a Wilmette Clergy 

Association. 

 

Mr. Swanson said he thought there still was and that would be the way to go. He said he 

would find out. 

 

Co-Chair Canning said he thought Stephanie Van Winkle was a member and he would 

look for her contact information. 

 

Ms. Drucker said if that contact didn’t pan out, Marcia Heater of Go Green Illinois is the 

liaison to that group, and she (Ms. Drucker) could facilitate a connection.  

 

Co-Chair Jacoby said the last time he had a communication with that group, it included 

almost all of the houses of worship, so it would be a good way to reach out to the religious 

community. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby said next on the list were the senior buildings. 

 

Ms. McDonald said the library visits some senior buildings as well as some pre-schools 

and day cares and she would see what contacts were available.  

 

Co-Chair Jacoby reiterated that committee members, in addition to making direct contact, 

should provide contact information to Ms. Roberts for future contact by the committee. He 

asked what groups were missed that should be added. 

 

Ms. Thomas suggested adding the Wilmette Foundation. This is the foundation that 

supports the park district. 
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Co-Chair Jacoby asked who the contact was there. 

 

Ms. Thomas said it was currently Holly Gillson. She said she could reach out to Ms. 

Gillson. 

 

Ms. McDonald said she would get the contact information for the Friends of the Library. 

 

There were no other suggestions. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby said the next point was figuring out how long it would take to contact a 

large number of people. He asked about using a village email address. 

 

Ms. Roberts said they would send it out in an email blast. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby asked is the library could send something out as well. 

 

Ms. McDonald asked what the ask of the email would be. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby said to use the letter that the group approved. If it needs to be modified, 

that’s fine. If the library, park district, and village can communicate to their email lists that 

the village is looking for ideas for the sesquicentennial, that would be a marvelous start. 

 

Ms. McDonald asked who will people respond to. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby said there is a village email address that is in the letter. It’s 

celebrate150@wilmette.com. If you use the letter, the instructions are in there. 

 

Ms. McDonald asked if the letter should include the time frame now agreed to, January to 

December 2022.  

 

Co-Chair Jacoby asked if that should be included in the letter or should it be open so people 

can respond with their preference. 

 

Ms. McDonald said she thought it would be helpful for people to know the timing; it might 

help guide their suggestions. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby asked what other committee members thought about defining the 

celebration in the calendar year 2022. 

 

Ms. Thomas said it would be helpful to include the time frame. It doesn’t state whether it 

will be a year-long celebration or a one-day celebration on the day. It might be a good idea 

too if the park district, library, and village coordinate so they are all sending out the same 

message in a consistent way. 

 

mailto:celebrate150@wilmette.com


February 8, 2021 Sesquicentennial Planning Committee Approved April 13, 2021 

13 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby said he heard no objection to the celebration being held throughout the 

year 2022. He asked if there was any objection to that. There was no objection so that is 

the direction we will go in. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby asked how soon all of the contacts could be made and when should people 

be asked to get their responses in. 

 

Ms. Drucker asked if it made sense to do a simple survey. They are talking about just asking 

for comments but an alternative would be to ask specific questions and provide options to 

choose from. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby said that sounded to him to be more complicated. 

 

Mr. Swanson said he is worried about the timing. These things always take more time than 

you think they will. It will take a couple months to get any kind of momentum going and 

starting in the summer is too late. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby said he is also concerned about timing. The committee needs to get some 

direction to the Village Board, including possible financial needs by early September of 

this year so we know what we can plan. 

 

Mr. Swanson asked if there was a Communicator message going out. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby said that had been done. 

 

Ms. McDonald suggested a Google doc form, as a kind of questionnaire to fill out, with 

contact information as well as ideas. 

 

Ms. Hussey-Arntson said she likes these ideas but in her experience, they take time, and 

we really need to get started planning events at least by the summer. Some of the 

celebration ideas will take money and if we will ask other organizations to contribute, for 

example the Historical Society, we need to have a plan for what we’re asking for. She 

suggested getting the solicitation out and then allowing 4-6 weeks for a response, 

particularly in the case of groups that have to meet to discuss. In her experience, if people 

don’t respond right away, they don’t respond. 

 

Ms. Yusim said it would make it easier for her to send to the businesses if whatever 

message is coordinated with the library and the park district is also shared with the 

committee for broader use. 

Co-Chair Jacoby said the solicitation as approved earlier is ready to send out. 

 

Ms. Yusim said she is fine using that and noted that a deadline should be added. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby agreed that a deadline is needed. 
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Co-Chair Canning suggested the end of March. 

 

Co-Chair Canafax asked when the next meeting is scheduled. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby said if they put a deadline on the solicitation of the end of March, the next 

meeting would be the first or second week of April. 

 

Ms. McDonald asked if the village would post the entire letter on their website. She said 

the letter is too long for the library communications; instead they would put out a teaser 

and a link for more information. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby said that could be done easily. 

 

Mr. Arteaga said there is an existing committee webpage and he would be happy to add 

the solicitation and any materials as needed. He said the committee webpage is just under 

the village website at wilmette.com.  

 

Co-Chair Jacoby clarified that the link would be to the village’s website and the solicitation 

will be posted prominently on the village’s website. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby said as a separate issue, they were going to work on a separate 

sesquicentennial web site. 

 

Ms. Roberts said that staff would work on that. 

 

Ms. Roberts said that once the response deadline is added, she will send a Word version to 

the committee so that it can be edited as needed and send a link to the committee webpage. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby reminded everyone to send their contact information to Ms. Roberts and 

to let her know when individual members make contact with an organization. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby asked if there were any other comments. 

 

Ms. Thomas said she seconded Ms. Drucker’s comment about a survey. She worked on 

some in the past and something relatively simple could be created. Some people respond 

better to this format. There could be something on the web page, perhaps with the various 

ideas grouped together: do you want something music-related, what sort of historical events 

would you like, etc. A survey could be anonymous so respondents don’t have to put their 

name on an idea.  

Co-Chair Jacoby said in his experience, surveys sound easy. He would not want to see the 

committee get bogged down in having to approve it. If committee members want to send 

out a survey that they devise to their own contacts, there’s no objection to that.  
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IV. Discussion of Next Meeting Date 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby said that the deadline for comments on celebration ideas was March 31. 

The committee will set a meeting date in April when it gets a little closer. 

 

V. Public Comment 

 

There was no public comment. 

 

VI. Adjournment 

 

Ms. McDonald moved to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Swanson seconded the motion. Voting 

yes: Ms. Drucker, Ms. Hussey-Arntson, Ms. McDonald, Mr. Pearce, Mr. Swanson, Ms. 

Thomas, Ms. Yusim, Co-Chair Canafax, Co-Chair Canning, Co-Chair Squires, and Co-

Chair Jacoby. Voting no: None. The meeting was adjourned at 4:21 p.m. 

 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 

 Lisa Roberts 

 Assistant Director of Community Development  

  


