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1200 Wilmette Avenue 

 Wilmette, Illinois 60091-0040  

 

MEETING MINUTES 

 

SESQUICENTENNIAL PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 

TUESDAY, APRIL 13, 2021 

 

6:00 P.M. 

 

REMOTE MEETING 

 
 

Members Present: Co-Chair John Jacoby 

 Co-Chair Nancy Canafax 

 Co-Chair Chris Canning 

 Co-Chair Vern Squires 

 Beth Drucker 

 Kathy Hussey-Arntson 

 Lisa McDonald 

 George Pearce 

 Alan Swanson 

 Lindsay Thomas 

 Julie Yusim 

 Anne Kelly 

 Alice Chow 

 

Members Absent: Julie Yusim 

 

Staff Present: Lisa Roberts, Assistant Director of Community Development 

 Alex Arteaga, Management Analyst 

  

 

I. Call to Order and Roll Call 

Co-Chair Jacoby called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  

 

Ms. Roberts called roll. Committee members Chow, Drucker, Kelly, Hussey-Arntson, 

McDonald, Pearce, Swanson, Thomas, Canning, Canafax, Squires, and Jacoby were 
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present.  

 

Co-Chair Jacoby read through a transcript explaining why the meeting is being conducted 

over Microsoft Teams due to the COVID-19 pandemic, he included information on how to 

access the and view the meeting and provided instructions for submitting public comment.  

 

II. Approval of February 8, 2021 Meeting Minutes 

Ms. McDonald moved to approve the meeting minutes. Mr. Squires seconded the motion. 

All committee members present voted unanimously to approve the February 8, 2021 

meeting minutes. The motion passed. 

 

III. Public Comment on Sesquicentennial Celebration Ideas 

Co-Chair Jacoby asked Alice Chow to introduce herself to the Committee since it was her 

first meeting. Committee member Chow introduced herself and provided a brief 

background on her experience with different boards and groups within Wilmette. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby discussed the celebration ideas that were presented to the Committee, 

noting that all celebration ideas submitted were included in the meeting packet. Co-Chair 

Jacoby asked if there were any members of the public who were participating in the 

Microsoft Teams meeting who would like to submit a celebration idea.  

 

Beth Feeley of New Trier Neighbors provided her support of the homecoming for former 

residents’ idea and added that a compilation of selfies and other video messages from 

former and current residents would provide great online content for the celebration. Last, 

she suggested that historical Wilmette walks and natural recreation areas could prove many 

opportunities to the celebration, specifically citing the opportunity of birdwatching at 

Gilson Beach could make for a neat celebration idea. She brought up the possibility of 

trying to get Geoffrey Baer of Channel 11 to help contribute to the celebration with a brief 

history of Wilmette piece.  

 

Anthony Chambers suggested utilizing QR codes and web content to tell the history of 

various sites in Wilmette, allowing residents to conduct a self-guided walking tour, Mr. 

Chambers noted that the Wilmette Historical Society already has a lot of this information 

on hand and would prove a great asset. Committee Member Thomas voiced her support for 

the idea, noting that other communities showcased their history as part of their celebrations, 

Committee Member Squires also voiced his support adding that the Wilmette Historical 

Museum has a lot of resources to use. Mr. Chambers added that this celebration idea would 

prove beneficial to the Wilmette Historical Museum long after the sesquicentennial 

celebration. Committee Member Kelly voiced her support as well.  

 

Stacy Jo Haney displayed several collages that referenced different aspects of Wilmette 

history, she suggested that several organizations within Wilmette could tell their stories 

through such collages and collages could be displayed as part of the celebration. She added 

her support for Mr. Chambers idea and thought that the QR code idea and collages could 

be well utilized in tandem.  

 

Ellen Price of the Baha’i Temple voiced the Temple’s support for any celebration, she 
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added that they thought the idea of highlighting 150 individual citizens as part of the 

celebration was a great idea and would be happy to help as needed. Co-Chair Jacoby 

thanked her for the Temple’s support. 

 

IV. Status Report of Other Activities 

Lisa Roberts provided the Committee with an update on the sesquicentennial celebration 

website and logo. Ms. Roberts mentioned that the Village is still awaiting drafts of possible 

logos, and explained the content that will be featured on the website once it’s live. Co-

Chair Jacoby asked if staff and Committee members could meet with the website and logo 

developers to go over the drafts provided, Ms. Roberts responded that she would be happy 

to setup a meeting with the website and logo developers. Co-Chair Jacoby added that social 

media promotion will be crucial for a successful celebration. Mr. Arteaga displayed the 

website draft that was provided to the Village and informed Committee Members that they 

would be notified when the website is live.  

 

Co-Chair Jacoby inquired as to how the Village would be promoting the celebration 

through social media. Ms. Roberts and Mr. Arteaga added that content will be pushed 

through existing Village social media channels, and that the Village communications team 

will be able to promote the celebration as needed. Committee Member Thomas suggested 

using a hashtag to help promote sesquicentennial celebration ideas, Mr. Arteaga added his 

support for using a hashtag and mentioned that utilizing existing Village social media 

accounts would be beneficial because they already have established followings. Committee 

Member McDonald asked if the centralized calendar on the celebration website could be 

used even after the celebration and if the website could be used to register for events. Ms. 

Roberts and Mr. Arteaga responded that they think any modules could be added to the 

website as needed. Committee Member Kelly added her support for using existing social 

media accounts for celebration promotion. Committee Member McDonald asked if 

hashtags needed to be trademarked, Mr. Arteaga answered that they do not need to be 

trademarked. Committee Members Thomas and Kelly added that they would be happy to 

help with guiding social media communications for the Committee. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby informed the Committee that Village Manager Michael Braiman let Mr. 

Jacoby know that they can start to plan for fundraising for the celebration, though there are 

restrictions that will need to be abided by, adding that the Committee should seriously 

discuss this matter at their next meeting. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby moved to the summary of celebration ideas that were submitted to the 

Committee, adding that at the Committee’s next meeting, they will need to start focusing 

on specific celebration ideas since budgeting requests will need to be submitted sometime 

in June 2021. Co-Chair Canafax added that she will be working with the League of Women 

Voters to communicate celebration ideas, Co-Chair Jacoby reiterated the need for urgency 

for celebration planning.  

 

Committee Member Pearce briefed the Committee on discussions regarding public 

improvements him and other Committee Members had with Village staff. Mr. Pearce 

provided Information over suggested improvements to Veteran’s Park, including a possible 

mural. Mr. Pearce then discussed possible improvements at Village Hall, noting that it 
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wasn’t as exciting of a celebration idea. Expanded bike racks at the Metra station was also 

discussed along with welcome to Wilmette monuments, and the installation of an electric 

vehicle charging station. Mr. Pearce added that there was support for the general idea of 

public art and tree planting as part of the celebration. Co-Chair Jacoby noted that of the 

ideas presented, some research on such topics needs to be done so that the projects that are 

logical and possible will be seriously considered. Committee Member Thomas added that 

the Park District is also looking into installing an electric vehicle charging station at some 

park district facility.  

 

Co-Chair Jacoby informed Committee Members to be ready at the next meeting to start 

seriously planning celebration events. Committee Member McDonald asked if multiple 

plans are being made to consider possible necessary COVID restrictions for 2022. Co-

Chair Jacoby responded that the hope is to plan in a way that won’t have to account for 

possible COVID restrictions being that the celebration is next year. Committee Member 

Pearce asked if subcommittees should be explored for event planning. Committee Member 

Drucker added that if subcommittees are being explored, there should be a subcommittee 

for art projects, also the Committee should explore the idea of having trolley tours as part 

of the celebration. Co-Chair Jacoby added that Julie Wolf could serve as a good resource 

for any possible ideas surrounding art.  

 

V. Discussion of Next Meeting Date 

Co-Chair Jacoby suggested that the Committee meet again in two weeks, noting the 

urgency for celebration planning. Last, Co-Chair Jacoby asked if there were any ideas for 

how to contact restaurant owners for possible celebration ideas. Committee Member Kelly 

added she would be happy to help with communicating with restaurant owners and that she 

has been doing so as part of the Wilmette Restaurant Month event.  

 

VI. Public Comment 

There was no public comment. 

 

VII. Adjournment 

Co-Chair Canafax moved to adjourn the meeting. Committee Member Kelly seconded the 

motion. All Committee Members in attendance voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:04 p.m. 

 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 

 Alex Arteaga 

 Management Analyst  


