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1200 Wilmette Avenue 

Wilmette, Illinois 60091-0040 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

 

SESQUICENTENNIAL PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 28, 2021 

 

4:00 P.M. 

 

REMOTE MEETING 

 
 

Members Present: Co-Chair John Jacoby 

 Co-Chair Nancy Canafax 

 Co-Chair Chris Canning 

 Co-Chair Vern Squires 

 Beth Drucker 

 Kathy Hussey-Arntson 

 Lisa McDonald 

 George Pearce 

 Alan Swanson 

 Lindsay Thomas 

 Julie Yusim 

 Anne Kelly 

 Alice Chow 

 

Members Absent: None 

 

Staff Present: Lisa Roberts, Assistant Director of Community Development 

 Alex Arteaga, Management Analyst 

  

 

I. Call to Order and Roll Call 

Co-Chair Jacoby called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.  

 

Ms. Roberts called roll. Committee members Canafax, Canning, Squires, Drucker, Hussey-

Arntson, McDonald, Pearce, Swanson, Thomas, Yusim, Kelly, Chow, and Jacoby were 
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present.  

 

Co-Chair Jacoby read through a transcript explaining why the meeting is being conducted 

over Microsoft Teams due to the COVID-19 pandemic, he included information on how to 

access the and view the meeting and provided instructions for submitting public comment.  

 

II. Approval of April 13, 2021 Meeting Minutes 

Mr. Squires moved to approve the meeting minutes. Ms. McDonald seconded the motion. 

All committee members present voted unanimously to approve the April 13, 2021 meeting 

minutes. The motion passed. 

 

III. Discussion of Next Steps 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby discussed the memo outlining event planning that was included in the 

meeting packet, noting that a large amount of celebration ideas had been received from the 

community. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby asked Committee members for their thoughts on the planning memo, 

Committee member Squires agreed that the idea of breaking up celebration planning into 

smaller groups made sense since the Committee was so large. Committee member Pearce 

added that their subgroup of public improvement projects has had success in small 

meetings, as such, he supports the idea.  

 

IV. Discussion of Activities to be Sponsored by the SPC and Activities to be Referred to 

Other Organizations and Governmental Units 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby moved to a discussion regarding the memo detailing celebrations that are 

suggested for other organizations and governmental units to plan, the memo was included 

in the meeting packet. Mr. Jacoby noted that this list of ideas is not final by any means and 

can be revised as necessary, there were no additional comments from Committee members.  

 

V. Discussion of Logo 

 

Co-Chair moved to discuss the logo concept designs that were provided to Village staff. 

Mr. Arteaga summarized the logo design development process, including meeting with 

staff members of Basecamp Web Solutions and Committee members. Mr. Arteaga 

mentioned that the Village has started to receive invoices for website and logo 

development, so requesting additional logo designs would incur additional costs.  

 

Mr. Arteaga discussed the four logo design concepts that were provided to the Village, 

noting that three of them kept with a railroad theme. Co-Chair Jacoby had suggested that 

the railroad theme would be logical for Wilmette since the development of the railroad line 

that connects Chicago and Milwaukee is what led to the Village of Wilmette being 

incorporated and established.  

 

Mr. Arteaga noted that there was one logo design concept that didn’t revolve around 

Village’s connection to the railroad, he added that deciding on a logo design soon may be 
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necessary to align with the Committee’s sense of urgency to start planning celebratory 

events.  

 

Committee member McDonald added that the railroad doesn’t seem very significant to the 

Village of Wilmette, and that it does not differentiate Wilmette from many other near by 

communities. Committee member Hussey-Arntson added she agrees that the railroad 

concept does not seem central to Wilmette, as such, she would favor looking into additional 

logo design concepts.  

 

Committee member Yusim added that the tree logo that is utilized by the Village of 

Wilmette currently would be a good design to stick with for celebration logos, noting that 

she too did not favor incorporating the railroad theme. Committee member Squires added 

that the railroad theme makes sense for east Wilmette but not west Wilmette, since the 

celebration is Village-wide, Mr. Squires added that the railroad concept does not seem 

logical.  

 

Committee member Pearce added that the third logo design, which does not revolve around 

the railroad concept is his preferred logo, noting that he likes the celebratory feel. 

Committee member Swanson added his support for finding another logo concept, saying 

that perhaps the tree that is utilized in the Village of Wilmette logo could be incorporated 

into the third design idea that was provided by Basecamp. Ms. McDonald voiced her 

support for the “150 Reasons to Love Wilmette” idea. Ms. Chow added that incorporating 

a tree seemed logical since that is what community members already associate with 

Wilmette.  

 

Ms. Thomas added that is sounds like there is no consensus on logo design, as such, Village 

staff should seek additional logo design concepts. Mr. Arteaga added that he would contact 

Basecamp Web Solutions for additional logo designs and summarize the discussion that 

Committee members had revolving around celebration logos. Co-Chair Canning added that 

when the logo concept is finalized, the Village should consider utilizing the logo in an ad 

campaign to publicize the celebration in surrounding communities.  

 

VI. Discussion of Fundraising  

  

 Co-Chair Jacoby moved on to a discussion revolving around fundraising for celebration 

events. Committee member Hussey-Arntson discussed creating fundraising “packages” 

that way sponsors have a better idea of where their donations are going to. Ms. Yusim 

added that times are tough for many local businesses, so approaching larger businesses and 

retailers would be most beneficial for fundraising purposes in her opinion, she also 

suggested implementing raffles and possible resident donations to celebration events. 

Committee member Swanson suggested having targeted donations for things like tree 

purchases or fire works funds, noting that donors will want to know what their money is 

supporting. Committee member McDonald suggested having sponsorships on the 

celebration website or having an ability for sponsors to buy ad space on the website. 

Committee member Hussey-Arntson added that promotional novelty items could be sold 

as well, Co-Chair Jacoby added that he had discussed the ability for donors to purchase 

things like pavers, citing the specific example of renovations at Veteran’s Park where 
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donors could purchase bricks and have their names listed as donors to sesquicentennial 

celebration events.  

 

 Co-Chair Canning asked if there were any parts to a public project that could be sold off 

for fundraising purposes, similar to what major league sports teams do by selling stadium 

seats, etc. Co-Chair Jacoby responded that this was an interesting idea and noted the 

Committee should consider what kind of keepsake items the Village has at its disposal. 

 

 Committee member Thomas added that she thinks a subgroup should be created for 

fundraising purposes, because the topic is far-reaching and rather broad. Co-Chair Jacoby 

added that this working subgroup was planned, and that this discussion would hopefully 

serve as a good starting point for the subgroup.  

 

VII.  Discussion of Next Meeting Date 

 

 Co-Chair Jacoby suggested meeting again in two weeks, the majority of Committee 

members noted that this timeline would be ideal, Committee members will be contacted by 

Village staff when a meeting date and time is determined. 

 

VIII. Public Comment 

 

Heather Oliver suggested incorporating fundraiser packages, explaining how the 

Committee could explore various packages so business sponsors know what their money 

and sponsorship would provide to the Committee and celebration. Ms. Oliver also inquired 

to school district involvement in the planning committee, Co-Chair Jacoby responded that 

the school districts have been a part of the discussion and are looking forward to working 

with the Committee.  

 

There was a public comment submitted on YouTube Live inquiring to budget restraints 

regarding the sesquicentennial celebration logo. Co-Chair Jacoby answered that there are 

budget constraints that need to be considered. 

 

IX. Adjournment 

Co-Chair Canafax moved to adjourn the meeting. Committee Member Thomas seconded 

the motion. All Committee Members in attendance voted unanimously to adjourn the 

meeting. The meeting was adjourned at 4:44 p.m. 

 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 

 Alex Arteaga 

 Management Analyst  


