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1200 Wilmette Avenue 

Wilmette, Illinois 60091-0040 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

 

SESQUICENTENNIAL PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 

WEDNESDAY, May 19, 2021 

 

3:30 P.M. 

 

REMOTE MEETING 

 
 

Members Present: Co-Chair John Jacoby 

 Co-Chair Nancy Canafax 

 Co-Chair Chris Canning 

 Co-Chair Vern Squires 

 Beth Drucker 

 Kathy Hussey-Arntson 

 Lisa McDonald 

 George Pearce 

 Alan Swanson 

 Lindsay Thomas 

 Julie Yusim 

 Anne Kelly 

 Alice Chow 

 

Members Absent: None 

 

Staff Present: Lisa Roberts, Assistant Director of Community Development 

 Alex Arteaga, Management Analyst 

  

 

I. Call to Order and Roll Call 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby called the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m.  

 

Ms. Roberts called roll. Committee members Canafax, Canning, Squires, Drucker, Hussey-
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Arntson, McDonald, Pearce, Swanson, Thomas, Yusim, Kelly, Chow, and Jacoby were 

present.  

 

Co-Chair Jacoby read through a transcript explaining why the meeting is being conducted 

over Microsoft Teams due to the COVID-19 pandemic, he included information on how to 

access and view the meeting and provided instructions for submitting public comment.  

 

II. Approval of April 28, 2021, Meeting Minutes 

 

Ms. Thomas moved to approve the meeting minutes. Mr. Swanson seconded the motion. 

All committee members present voted unanimously to approve the April 28, 2021, meeting 

minutes. The motion passed. 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby briefed the Committee on relevant happenings since the last meeting, 

noting that working groups have been meeting and further researching their proposed 

celebration items, Mr. Jacoby also added that Committee members have been in 

communication with relevant organizations for celebration events like the Wilmette Public 

Library, District 39, District 37, Wilmette Park District, all Village Houses of Worship, 

etc.  

 

Co-Chair Jacoby mentioned that several religious institutions within Wilmette are 

interested in conducting an inter-faith project, a food drive had been suggested. The inter-

faith group had suggested conducting a food drive around the time of Thanksgiving, as 

such, they inquired with the Committee to determine if they should plan on conducting the 

drive around Thanksgiving 2021 or Thanksgiving 2022. Co-Chair Jacoby asked 

Committee members for their thoughts. Committee member Pearce suggested that it would 

be logical to conduct the drive in 2022, since January 1, 2022, will be the kick-off the 

sesquicentennial celebration year. Co-Chair Canafax suggested conducting the food drive 

both in 2021 and 2022, noting that the 2021 drive could be an introductory event for the 

celebration. Ms. Hussey-Arntson suggested hosting a kick-off event sometime around the 

2021 food drive, noting that a scheduled kick-off event in January may not be as well-

attended.  

 

III. Discussion of Celebration Logos 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby then discussed the sesquicentennial celebration logos. Mr. Arteaga 

presented the two new logo designs that Village staff had received, noting that neither logo 

design would be final, the Village would still have the ability to revise colors and fonts that 

are utilized within the logos. Committee member McDonald expressed her preference for 

the second logo design, which utilized a tree with balloons as an “L” in the word 

“Wilmette.” Committee member Yusim asked Committee member Anne Kelly for her 

thoughts. Committee member Kelly expressed her preference for the second design as well, 

she noted that the design remains horizontally long, and would like to see it shortened, if 

possible, Ms. Kelly did mention that these new designs seem to be closer to the Village’s 

preferences as opposed to the first set of logo designs. Co-Chair Squires also expressed his 

preference for the second design, aka the balloon tree design. Committee member Squires 

also expressed his preference for the second design, the balloon tree, Co-Chair Canafax 
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agreed. Ms. Hussey-Arntson pointed out that the colors and font may need to be changed 

in the balloon tree design, noting that it looked a bit childish. Committee member Chow 

also expressed her preference for the second design option, adding that the logo should be 

simplified and shortened so it better appears on merchandise. Co-Chair Canning mentioned 

that neither design captures Village history very well, Committee member Drucker added 

that she preferred the font of the first design, but also preferred the utilization of the tree as 

part of second design. Co-Chair Jacoby mentioned that the Committee needs to finalize a 

logo design soon to keep on schedule, as such, he asked to conduct a vote on whether 

Commissioners preferred a logo design with a tree that incorporated balloons as leaves, or 

a simple tree design. A majority of Commissioners voted to move forward with the logo 

design that incorporated balloons as leaves. Committee member Kelly noted that the logo 

design working group and staff can work towards finalizing the logo and will provide an 

update at the next Committee meeting.  

 

IV. Discussion of Possible Tree Planting Project 

 

Committee member Pearce discussed updates on a possible tree planting project as part of 

the celebration. Mr. Pearce will meet with Village and Park District Foresters to better 

understand the practicality of such a project. Mr. Pearce mentioned that the program could 

possibly allow for trees on public property and/or private property. The program could see 

the planting of an estimated 150 trees, Mr. Pearce noted he would have an update on this 

possible program after meeting with Foresters. A member of the audience asked if this 

program could include plaques with trees, so residents could show that applicable trees 

were part of the sesquicentennial celebration, Mr. Pearce responded that individual plaques 

may be hard to deliver, but a singular plaque celebrating all trees as part of the program is 

possible. Co-Chair Jacoby asked Committee members for their interest on further exploring 

this possible program, Committee members Canafax, McDonald, and Kelly expressed 

interest in further exploring the program. Committee member Kelly noted that the project 

just needs to be cognizant of the overall goals of the sesquicentennial celebration.  

 

V. Discussion of Possible Alley Improvement Project 

  

 Committee member Pearce discussed the possible alley improvement project that is being 

considered as part of the celebration. Mr. Pearce noted that this possible project is far more 

significant in terms of costs, with estimates exceeding over $100,000. Mr. Pearce noted 

that he thinks fundraising for this project would be more difficult than fundraising for a 

tree project, but it’s still worth exploring. Committee member Yusim inquired if any 

Village staff members had consulted the businesses that are located near the Wilmette 

Alley. Committee member Swanson added that he thinks only a small portion of the alley 

would be affected by the redesign, so he doesn’t believe it would interfere with existing 

businesses much. Committee member Hussey-Arntson asked who would use this alley, 

specific businesses? Or central business district patrons in general? Mr. Pearce and Co-

Chair Jacoby responded that the alley could be utilized by patrons in general, there would 

not be a specific business or businesses that have claim to the alley space. Committee 

member Kelly mentioned that this alley could be similar to the fountain square located in 

Evanston and could provide a great setting for Wilmette residents to enjoy the central 

business district. Ms. Yusim added that she thinks the idea is interesting, but should be 
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tabled for a later capital program rather than be made part of the sesquicentennial 

celebration. Committee member Canafax expressed her support for the project, noting that 

costs could possibly be limited. Committee member McDonald mentioned that this 

possible location is much smaller than fountain square in Evanston, so she’s not sure if it 

would have similar uses within Wilmette, thus making her not sure if the project is worth 

it. Committee member Thomas noted that the cost of this project seems very high, Mr. 

Swanson added that there are possibilities to reduce the cost and make the project more of 

a possibility. Co-Chair Jacoby asked for Committee members to vote on whether or not 

they wanted to further explore the project, Committee member Drucker noted that this 

project seems rather expansive, so to have such a vote after a short discussion seems short-

sighted. A majority of Committee members expressed interest in further exploring the 

possibility of incorporating this project into the celebration.  

 

VI.  Discussion of Discussion of Working Groups 

 

 Co-Chair Jacoby then discussed working group subcommittees that are being created in 

order to delegate event planning, the working group topics include big events, fundraising, 

arts, history, public projects, business, and promotion/publicity. Co-Chair Jacoby asked 

Committee members to email Lisa Roberts their preferences for working group 

assignments. An audience member, Dick McCullough added that he would be interested 

in helping out with the history working group. 

 

VII.  Discussion of Possible Periodic Report to Community 

 

 Co-Chair Jacoby then discussed planned periodic updates provided by the Committee to 

the public and relevant organizations. Co-Chair Jacoby urged the need to communicate this 

committees work to ensure the public is involved in the planning process. Co-Chair 

Canning inquired to how the Committee is currently being promoted, Co-Chair Jacoby 

responded that the Sesquicentennial Planning Committee is regularly featured on Village 

e-news, social media, and the Communicator newsletter.  

 

VIII. Discussion of Next Meeting Date 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby asked Committee members for their thoughts on the next meeting date, 

suggesting meeting again in three weeks. Committee member Thomas asked if members 

should have met in working groups prior to the next meeting, Co-Chair Jacoby responded 

that meeting in working groups before the next meeting would be ideal. Committee 

member Pearce informed members that he is happy to have anyone serve on the fundraising 

working group.  

 

IX.  Public Comment 

 

Resident Dick McCullough provided a public comment, mentioning that he’s a new 

resident who has an interest in the history of the Village. Mr. McCullough added that he 

thinks plaques and historical markers should be placed at significant locations in the 

Village. Co-Chair Jacoby added that this idea has been provided to the history working 

group and will be considered, last, Mr. McCullough added that a portrait of Antoine 
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Ouilmette and Archange Marie Chevalier should be commissioned as part of the 

sesquicentennial celebration.  

 

X. Adjournment 

Committee member Hussey-Arntson moved to adjourn the meeting. Committee Member 

Yusim seconded the motion. All Committee Members in attendance voted unanimously to 

adjourn the meeting. The meeting was adjourned at 4:27 p.m. 

 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 

 Alex Arteaga 

 Management Analyst  


