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1200 Wilmette Avenue 

Wilmette, Illinois 60091-0040 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

 

SESQUICENTENNIAL PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 21, 2021 

 

3:00 P.M. 

 
 

Members Present: Co-Chair John Jacoby 

 Co-Chair Nancy Canafax 

 Co-Chair Chris Canning 

 Lisa McDonald 

 George Pearce 

 Alan Swanson 

 Lindsay Thomas 

 Julie Yusim 

 Anne Kelly 

 Alice Chow 

 Julie Wolf 

 

Members Absent: Co-Chair Vern Squires 

 Kathy Hussey-Arntson 

 George Pearce 

 Beth Drucker 

 

Staff Present: Lisa Roberts, Assistant Director of Community Development 

 Alex Arteaga, Management Analyst 

  

 

I. Call to Order and Roll Call 

 

Co-Chair Jacoby called the meeting to order at 3:02 p.m.  

 

Ms. Roberts called roll. Committee members Jacoby, Canafax, Canning, McDonald, 

Pearce, Swanson, Thomas, Yusim, Kelly, Chow, and Wolf were present.  
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II. Approval of June 23, 2021, Meeting Minutes 

 

Mr. Swanson moved to approve the meeting minutes. Ms. Yusim seconded the motion. All 

committee members present voted unanimously to approve the June 23, 2021 meeting 

minutes. The motion passed. 

 

III. Reports of Working Groups 

  

 Co-Chair Canning discussed the updated master calendar of events, noting that the 

Committee is pushing forward with the planning of a large celebration event to occur in 

September 2022. Co-Chair Canning mentioned that the celebration would most likely not 

include a dedicated parade, but rather the elements of a parade. The festivity would include 

music, games, and other elements to pull members of the public to the Village center where 

a large-scale celebration event and music would take place.  

 

 Co-Chair Canning added that the Committee is planning on having President Plunkett 

announce at the 2021 Wilmette Beach Bash that the Sesquicentennial Celebration year has 

started, and that members of the Committee will present at the Village of Wilmette’s 

appreciation event for all Village board members and Commissioners, just to note what the 

celebration year will look like. Co-Chair Canning then added that himself and Committee 

member Thomas are planning on seeing the band Hoopla, to consider if they want to 

schedule them for the September 2022 event. Committee member Swanson asked how firm 

the dates are as now, Co-Chair Canning added that the event dates are still preliminary and 

awaiting to be finalized.   

 

 Committee member Wolf discussed updates from the public art working group, noting that 

they have been in communication with a possible muralist if that project were to be 

advanced, the art working group has also started to plan an art contest that would be open 

to all ages and members of the public, with the expectation that the contest would take 

place in June 2022, the theme of said contest would be “Wilmette in the Natural World.” 

Committee member Wolf also added that her working group was considering a storefront 

art contest centered around the Chamber of Commerce’s Summer Sizzle event, planned for 

July 2022. Additionally, a summer-wide scavenger hunt and public art demonstration 

slated for the big celebration event in September 2022 were mentioned. Committee 

member Yusim added that she thinks businesses may be unwilling to decorate their store 

fronts as part of the Summer Sizzle event, Committee member Kelly added that previous 

scavenger hunts found wide success within the Village.  

 

 Committee member Kelly also added that interactive art events are an intriguing idea and 

would most likely pull members of other communities to visit Wilmette and suggested 

hosting a possible ice sculpture carving event sometime in the winter months, Committee 

member Thomas added that any art event could be paired with another celebration idea like 

a wine walk. Committee member Thomas added that the Park District will provide a list of 

possible celebrations and can be utilized to help facilitate other celebration events as 

possible. Committee member McDonald added that the Wilmette library will most likely 

not have anything planned for the celebration until at least January 2022, noting that they 

typically give themselves three months or more to plan any sort of large event. 
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 Committee member Swanson provided the Committee with an update on celebration 

projects. Committee member Pearce has met with foresters from the Village and Park 

District regarding tree plantings along Glenview Rd, near Skokie Blvd. Committee member 

Swanson added that now formal plans for the entry way project need to be finalized in 

terms of tree locations and specific trees to be planted. Mr. Swanson added that the project 

may require fundraising, which he doesn’t think should be an issue since Village residents 

are proud of their trees.  

 

 Committee member Yusim added that Chalet Nursery may be interested in partnering on 

the project. Committee member Wolf asked if the Rotary Club would be interested in 

helping to fund this project, Mr. Swanson added that he’s been in contact with them, and 

full funding still needs to be determined. Mr. Swanson also noted that his working group 

has discussed a tree recognition program as part of the celebration, allowing for residents 

who have trees that are over 150 years old to be recognized. Co-Chair Jacoby asked how 

trees would be identified as part of the program, Mr. Swanson responded that he thinks 

residents typically would know if they have a historic tree that’s over 150 years old on their 

property. 

 

 Committee member Swanson then discussed Plaza 150, noting that the next move was to 

discuss plaza renovation plans with surrounding businesses. Depending on the response 

from businesses, the next step for this project would be to create a formal site design plan. 

Mr. Swanson added that costs would then be able to be determined and planning and 

coordination could begin. Co-Chair Jacoby added that the first step should be to speak with 

ComEd regarding the removal of the three utility poles located in the alley, noting that if 

the true cost of pole removal is $50,000 per pole, then the plan doesn’t seem feasible. Mr. 

Arteaga added that he can contact the Village’s staff liaison to get a cost estimate for the 

utility poles removals.  

 

 Co-Chair Jacoby and Committee member Swanson noted that the next steps for this 

potential project need to be concrete to get the project moving forward, Mr. Arteaga said 

he would be happy to contact ComEd, but based off a conversation he had with the 

Village’s ComEd rep today, it seems like the process for utility pole removals is relatively 

slow. Committee member McDonald asked to be reminded what Committee members 

visions are for this alley, Mr. Swanson added that he thinks the Village center is lacking 

recreational pedestrian areas, additionally, this alley could serve as a good pedestrian route 

to get visitors from the Metra parking lot to the Village center. Committee member 

Swanson noted that vehicle access to the alley would still be required, so the east side of 

the alley would be dedicated mainly to pedestrian space.  

 

 Committee members Kelly and Thomas provide updates from the promotional/advertising 

working group, Ms. Kelly added that the working group is in need of a finalized calendar 

of events, so that a promotional schedule and plan can be developed. Ms. Kelly also added 

that this calendar will help with determining marketing materials and what kinds of “swag” 

and other celebration materials need to be ordered and when. Committee members 

discussed the idea of promotional packages that businesses could buy, Committee member 

Kelly suggested that knowing what type of advertising a business was purchasing would 
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most likely lead to increased financial support. Committee member Yusim asked if a 

celebration Facebook page was published, Committee member Thomas answered no, 

instead existing organizational Facebook pages will be utilized to promote sesquicentennial 

events, she added that she’s been in conversation with Committee member Kelly about the 

process for creating promotional materials, staff noted that they have a communications 

contractor who could help with creating materials.  

 

 Committee member Wolf pondered if creating promotional materials for the Beach Bash 

would be smart, considering it’s a kick-off event for the celebration year. Committee 

member Kelly suggested printing the celebration logo on beach balls for the event. 

Committee member Thomas noted the necessity to create a budget for promotional 

materials and asked for Committee members to send any relevant past invoices they have 

for similar communications items. Co-Chair Jacoby mentioned that some Committee 

member should be in communication with the North Shore Record and Wilmette Living 

magazine.  

 

 Co-Chair Canafax discussed various historical museum events that will be branded under 

the sesquicentennial celebration, including a bingo night, house walk, scavenger hunt, and 

historical auto tour, with the possibility of incorporating it into the large celebration event. 

The idea of creating trail markers to document various historical places was suggested, 

Committee member Kelly suggested trying to create an immersive museum exhibit as part 

of the celebration. Co-Chair Canning noted that a component of the celebration that 

Commissioners should keep in mind when approaching planning is that the celebration is 

telling a story of where Wilmette was to what it has become today. Co-Chair Jacoby added 

that the museum and library has thousands of photographs that could be used to document 

the Village’s past.  

 

IV.  Discussion of Draft Calendar of Events 

 

 Co-Chair Canning presented Committee members with a master calendar of events that 

can be related to the celebration, noting that several dates still need to be finalized. 

Fundraising options were then discussed, including a commemorative vehicle sticker and 

promotional programs that could be available to businesses to purchase. Co-Chair Canning 

added that its important for Committee members to be in communication with one another 

so that all are aware of other possibly scheduled sesquicentennial events, and that the 

sooner calendar events are finalized, the better.  

 

V.  Discussion of Next Meeting Date 

 

 Committee members discussed planning the next meeting date, the last week of August 

was suggested by members, the Committee agreed to meet on Thursday, August 26 at 

3:00pm. 

 

VI.  Public Comment 

 

There was no public comment provided.  
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VII. Adjournment 

Committee member Swanson moved to adjourn the meeting. Committee Member Yusim 

seconded the motion. All Committee Members in attendance voted unanimously to adjourn 

the meeting. The meeting was adjourned at 4:33 p.m. 

 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 

 Alex Arteaga 

 Management Analyst  


