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1200 WILMETTE AVENUE  

WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 
 
 

MEETING AGENDA 
 

Sesquicentennial Planning Committee 
 

April 28, 2021 
4:00 p.m. CDT 

Remote Meeting 
 
Due to the 2020 COVID-19 pandemic, this meeting will be held remotely by the Sesquicentennial 
Planning Committee. For links and further information about joining this meeting, please click 
here. 
 
I. Call to Order and Roll Call 
 
II.  Approval of April 13, 2021 Meeting Minutes 
 

1. Motion to approve 
2. Roll call vote on motion 

 
III. Discussion of Next Steps 
 
IV.  Discussion of Activities to be Sponsored by the SPC and Activities to be Referred to 

Other Organizations and Governmental Units 
 
V. Discussion of Logo and Website 
 
VI. Discussion of Funding and Fund-Raising 
 
VII. Discussion of Next Meeting Date 
 
VIII. Public Comment 
 
 Comments will be taken from the public on any matter not elsewhere on this agenda. 
 
IX. Adjournment 

 
1. Motion to adjourn 
2. Roll call vote on motion 

 

https://www.wilmette.com/event/zoning-board-of-appeals-meeting-81/?instance_id=2261
https://www.wilmette.com/event/zoning-board-of-appeals-meeting-81/?instance_id=2261
https://www.wilmette.com/event/zoning-board-of-appeals-meeting-81/?instance_id=2261
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This meeting will be held remotely by the Sesquicentennial Planning Committee and will be 
recorded as required by law. The meeting will be broadcast live at  
https://www.youtube.com/user/villageofwilmette/live and on Channel 6 and then published on 
the Village’s YouTube website. Members of the public may submit a comment in advance 
of the meeting by emailing their comment to  comdev@wilmette.com. All emailed comments 
received two hours prior to the start of a meeting will be provided, unredacted, to the 
Sesquicentennial Planning Committee. Emails received at any time within two hours of the 
beginning of the meeting until its adjournment will be included in the draft minutes of the 
meeting. Public comments may be made during the meeting through YouTube Live which will 
be read aloud during the appropriate portion of the meeting. There is also the option to make a 
public comment during the meeting via PC, mobile device or phone. For complete details and 
instructions on joining or participating in the meeting, please click here. 

http://www.youtube.com/user/villageofwilmette/live
http://www.youtube.com/user/villageofwilmette/live
mailto:comdev@wilmette.com
mailto:comdev@wilmette.com
https://www.wilmette.com/2020/06/12/village-meetings-dial-in-instructions-for-public-comment-participation/
https://www.wilmette.com/2020/06/12/village-meetings-dial-in-instructions-for-public-comment-participation/
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1200 Wilmette Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois 60091-0040 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
SESQUICENTENNIAL PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 
TUESDAY, APRIL 13, 2021 

 
6:00 P.M. 

 
REMOTE MEETING 

 
 
Members Present: Co-Chair John Jacoby 
 Co-Chair Nancy Canafax 
 Co-Chair Chris Canning 
 Co-Chair Vern Squires 
 Beth Drucker 
 Kathy Hussey-Arntson 
 Lisa McDonald 
 George Pearce 
 Alan Swanson 
 Lindsay Thomas 
 Julie Yusim 
 Anne Kelly 
 Alice Chow 
 
Members Absent: Julie Yusim 
 
Staff Present: Lisa Roberts, Assistant Director of Community Development 
 Alex Arteaga, Management Analyst 
  
 
I. Call to Order and Roll Call 

Co-Chair Jacoby called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  
 
Ms. Roberts called roll. Committee members Chow, Drucker, Kelly, Hussey-Arntson, 
McDonald, Pearce, Swanson, Thomas, Canning, Canafax, Squires, and Jacoby were 
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present.  
 
Co-Chair Jacoby read through a transcript explaining why the meeting is being conducted 
over Microsoft Teams due to the COVID-19 pandemic, he included information on how to 
access the and view the meeting and provided instructions for submitting public comment.  

 
II. Approval of February 8, 2021 Meeting Minutes 

Ms. McDonald moved to approve the meeting minutes. Mr. Squires seconded the motion. 
All committee members present voted unanimously to approve the February 8, 2021 
meeting minutes. The motion passed. 

 
III. Public Comment on Sesquicentennial Celebration Ideas 

Co-Chair Jacoby asked Alice Chow to introduce herself to the Committee since it was her 
first meeting. Committee member Chow introduced herself and provided a brief 
background on her experience with different boards and groups within Wilmette. 
 
Co-Chair Jacoby discussed the celebration ideas that were presented to the Committee, 
noting that all celebration ideas submitted were included in the meeting packet. Co-Chair 
Jacoby asked if there were any members of the public who were participating in the 
Microsoft Teams meeting who would like to submit a celebration idea.  
 
Beth Feeley of New Trier Neighbors provided her support of the homecoming for former 
residents’ idea and added that a compilation of selfies and other video messages from 
former and current residents would provide great online content for the celebration. Last, 
she suggested that historical Wilmette walks and natural recreation areas could prove many 
opportunities to the celebration, specifically citing the opportunity of birdwatching at 
Gilson Beach could make for a neat celebration idea. She brought up the possibility of 
trying to get Geoffrey Baer of Channel 11 to help contribute to the celebration with a brief 
history of Wilmette piece.  
 
Anthony Chambers suggested utilizing QR codes and web content to tell the history of 
various sites in Wilmette, allowing residents to conduct a self-guided walking tour, Mr. 
Chambers noted that the Wilmette Historical Society already has a lot of this information 
on hand and would prove a great asset. Committee Member Thomas voiced her support for 
the idea, noting that other communities showcased their history as part of their celebrations, 
Committee Member Squires also voiced his support adding that the Wilmette Historical 
Museum has a lot of resources to use. Mr. Chambers added that this celebration idea would 
prove beneficial to the Wilmette Historical Museum long after the sesquicentennial 
celebration. Committee Member Kelly voiced her support as well.  
 
Stacy Jo Haney displayed several collages that referenced different aspects of Wilmette 
history, she suggested that several organizations within Wilmette could tell their stories 
through such collages and collages could be displayed as part of the celebration. She added 
her support for Mr. Chambers idea and thought that the QR code idea and collages could 
be well utilized in tandem.  
 
Ellen Price of the Baha’i Temple voiced the Temple’s support for any celebration, she 
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added that they thought the idea of highlighting 150 individual citizens as part of the 
celebration was a great idea and would be happy to help as needed. Co-Chair Jacoby 
thanked her for the Temple’s support. 
 

IV. Status Report of Other Activities 
Lisa Roberts provided the Committee with an update on the sesquicentennial celebration 
website and logo. Ms. Roberts mentioned that the Village is still awaiting drafts of possible 
logos, and explained the content that will be featured on the website once it’s live. Co-
Chair Jacoby asked if staff and Committee members could meet with the website and logo 
developers to go over the drafts provided, Ms. Roberts responded that she would be happy 
to setup a meeting with the website and logo developers. Co-Chair Jacoby added that social 
media promotion will be crucial for a successful celebration. Mr. Arteaga displayed the 
website draft that was provided to the Village and informed Committee Members that they 
would be notified when the website is live.  
 
Co-Chair Jacoby inquired as to how the Village would be promoting the celebration 
through social media. Ms. Roberts and Mr. Arteaga added that content will be pushed 
through existing Village social media channels, and that the Village communications team 
will be able to promote the celebration as needed. Committee Member Thomas suggested 
using a hashtag to help promote sesquicentennial celebration ideas, Mr. Arteaga added his 
support for using a hashtag and mentioned that utilizing existing Village social media 
accounts would be beneficial because they already have established followings. Committee 
Member McDonald asked if the centralized calendar on the celebration website could be 
used even after the celebration and if the website could be used to register for events. Ms. 
Roberts and Mr. Arteaga responded that they think any modules could be added to the 
website as needed. Committee Member Kelly added her support for using existing social 
media accounts for celebration promotion. Committee Member McDonald asked if 
hashtags needed to be trademarked, Mr. Arteaga answered that they do not need to be 
trademarked. Committee Members Thomas and Kelly added that they would be happy to 
help with guiding social media communications for the Committee. 
 
Co-Chair Jacoby informed the Committee that Village Manager Michael Braiman let Mr. 
Jacoby know that they can start to plan for fundraising for the celebration, though there are 
restrictions that will need to be abided by, adding that the Committee should seriously 
discuss this matter at their next meeting. 
 
Co-Chair Jacoby moved to the summary of celebration ideas that were submitted to the 
Committee, adding that at the Committee’s next meeting, they will need to start focusing 
on specific celebration ideas since budgeting requests will need to be submitted sometime 
in June 2021. Co-Chair Canafax added that she will be working with the League of Women 
Voters to communicate celebration ideas, Co-Chair Jacoby reiterated the need for urgency 
for celebration planning.  

 
Committee Member Pearce briefed the Committee on discussions regarding public 
improvements him and other Committee Members had with Village staff. Mr. Pearce 
provided Information over suggested improvements to Veteran’s Park, including a possible 
mural. Mr. Pearce then discussed possible improvements at Village Hall, noting that it 
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wasn’t as exciting of a celebration idea. Expanded bike racks at the Metra station was also 
discussed along with welcome to Wilmette monuments, and the installation of an electric 
vehicle charging station. Mr. Pearce added that there was support for the general idea of 
public art and tree planting as part of the celebration. Co-Chair Jacoby noted that of the 
ideas presented, some research on such topics needs to be done so that the projects that are 
logical and possible will be seriously considered. Committee Member Thomas added that 
the Park District is also looking into installing an electric vehicle charging station at some 
park district facility.  
 
Co-Chair Jacoby informed Committee Members to be ready at the next meeting to start 
seriously planning celebration events. Committee Member McDonald asked if multiple 
plans are being made to consider possible necessary COVID restrictions for 2022. Co-
Chair Jacoby responded that the hope is to plan in a way that won’t have to account for 
possible COVID restrictions being that the celebration is next year. Committee Member 
Pearce asked if subcommittees should be explored for event planning. Committee Member 
Drucker added that if subcommittees are being explored, there should be a subcommittee 
for art projects, also the Committee should explore the idea of having trolley tours as part 
of the celebration. Co-Chair Jacoby added that Julie Wolf could serve as a good resource 
for any possible ideas surrounding art.  

 
V. Discussion of Next Meeting Date 

Co-Chair Jacoby suggested that the Committee meet again in two weeks, noting the 
urgency for celebration planning. Last, Co-Chair Jacoby asked if there were any ideas for 
how to contact restaurant owners for possible celebration ideas. Committee Member Kelly 
added she would be happy to help with communicating with restaurant owners and that she 
has been doing so as part of the Wilmette Restaurant Month event.  
 

VI. Public Comment 
There was no public comment. 
 

VII. Adjournment 
Co-Chair Canafax moved to adjourn the meeting. Committee Member Kelly seconded the 
motion. All Committee Members in attendance voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting. 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:04 p.m. 

 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 Alex Arteaga 
 Management Analyst  



April 22, 2021

TO: Sesquicentennial Committee Members

FROM: John Jacoby, Co‐Chair

Re:  Next Steps

Some Committee members may believe that the pace of planning for the Sesquicentennial has been 
slow, and that now's the time to move from the idea‐gathering phase to the next phase: planning 
specific activities and events. I totally agree, but I think we should pause for a moment and consider 
what we've accomplished in these four months:

We've made contact with local governmental units, organizations, and residents to solicit their 
suggestions on the scope and nature of the celebration. We've done this by email; by a posting on the 
Village's websites; by an article in the village's Communicator; by direct person to person contacts 
between members of the Committee and residents; etc. The Library included our solicitation in one of 
its email blasts. In sum, we've widely communicated our desire for community input, and we've given 
folks ample time to respond. We've received numerous suggestions. We've accumulated an email list of 
interested parties. We've started the process of creating a celebration logo and website, and two of our 
members are working with the consultant to assure a good product. Another small working group has 
gotten details on several of the proposed ideas involving public projects. We've received notice from the 
Historical Museum, the Park District, the Library District, the School Districts, and community 
organizations that they enthusiastically support the celebration and wish to participate actively.

I think our progress is especially notable, because it's been achieved despite the difficulties posed by the 
pandemic, which has made the Committee's work especially difficult. The Village put together a 13‐
member group of people, many of whom never previously met one another. Being unable to meet in 
person, we've been handicapped in our ability to establish the comradery that in‐person meetings 
encourage. Remote meetings inhibit the open and free exchange of ideas. I can't blame any Committee 
member who might feel disappointed by the experience so far. Even the four co‐chairs are precluded by 
the Open Meetings Act from communicating among one another to plan meetings and strategies.

But now is the time to move forward. Many suggestions for celebrating the Sesquicentennial are on the 
table. In my opinion, there's no way that the Committee can itself adopt, plan, and execute all or even 
most of these ideas. It's too much to manage, and we lack the expertise and the financial resources. 
Moreover, many of the ideas more logically fall within the province of the Historical Museum, Park 
District, Library District, Schools Districts, and others. In my opinion, we should refer these suggestions 
to the appropriate entities for their consideration. The Park District, for example, is the appropriate 
group to decide how the Park District will participate, not the Committee. Let these other agencies 
decide how they wish to participate, whether by executing one of the ideas submitted to the 
Committee, or in some other way.



The Committee, meanwhile, has its own events and activities to execute. I've reviewed the Summary of 
Ideas previously compiled and reorganized the ideas not by subject matter (as was done for our last 
meeting), but according to who is the logical entity is to carry them out. This new summary is attached. 
The first section deals with events and activities to be implemented by the Committee. The remainder is 
roughly organized based on who might be the logical entity to carry them out. Assuming this approach is 
followed, you'll see that the Committee's primary role would essentially be as follows: 

 Host two or three big events like a parade, a birthday party, a "homecoming," an art and craft 
fair, a street dance. Some of these ideas can be combined to produce two or three big events.

 Undertake one or more public improvement projects like gateway 
beautification/enhancements, Veteran's Park or Village Green improvements, tree planting. A 
working group of Committee members has been looking into this facet for several weeks.

 Honor in some public way residents of the past and present who have made an unusually 
significant contribution to the community or beyond in the arts, sports, business, government, 
etc.

 Create a Sesquicentennial logo to help promote and unify all activities of the celebration.

 Create a website where all Sesquicentennial activities, regardless of the sponsor, can be placed 
on a calendar, explained, and promoted, and where other relevant information can be posted.

 Raise funds to offset the cost of some of these events and activities ‐‐ donations, merchandise 
sales, etc.

 Serve as a liaison with entities participating in the celebration to coordinate the activities and 
events and create a cohesive schedule.  Refer requests for assistance to the Committee.

Activities and events that aren't currently included on the list of items for which the Committee would 
be responsible can be added if the Committee wishes. Once the Committee decides in general on the 
scope of the activities and events for which it will be primarily responsible, appropriate working groups 
can be established. Obvious examples are working groups for each of the big Village‐sponsored events, a 
public improvements working group, a public art working group, a technology working group (for 
designing and administering the celebration website), a financial working group (for fundraising), a 
publicity working group (for logo design, publicity, media outreach), and a coordination working group 
(to maintain contact with other entities and coordinate their events and activities). Budgeting would be 
handled by the entire Committee, based on information provided by working groups, staff, and others.
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SESQUICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION
IDEAS, ORGANIZED BY POSSIBLE SPONSORING ORGANIZATIONS

SESQUICENTENNIAL PLANNING COMMITTEE
Events

 A parade. Include floats designed by community organizations, celebrities riding in 
convertibles, Loyola Academy's marching band, other musical aggregations, etc.

 A birthday party in the Village Center. Give away slices of birthday cake or cookies 
with the Sesquicentennial logo.

 A "homecoming" for former residents.

 A street fair/community fair in the Village Center like those held in the 1970s.

 A street dance/music festival in the Village Center.

 A summer concert series at the Village Hall.

 A village‐wide block party or separate neighborhood blocks parties.

 A fly‐by at one of these events.
Public Improvement Projects

 Improve the appearance of the gateways to the village, particularly from the west, 
perhaps by landscaping and/or installing monuments like those at the north and south 
ends of Sheridan Road.

 Add new covered bicycle parking at the Metra Station.

 Undertake a sustainability or habitat enhancement project in partnership with Go Green 
Wilmette.

 Add new public space/public gardens, perhaps in partnership with Wilmette Park 
District.

 Make Veteran's Park and/or the Village Green (area in front of Village Hall) more 
attractive, inviting, and usable. For example, add a wall mural at Veteran's Park.

 Plant 150 trees, perhaps in several separate groves.

 Provide charging station(s) for electric‐powered vehicles.
Art

 Hold an art and crafts show and fair. Include an award for best work of art containing a 
Wilmette theme.

 Place public art at appropriate locations.

 Commission a statue of an important historic person(s) of the village, like Archange and 
Antoine Ouilmette. 

 Create a mural on the side of a building adjacent to Veteran's Park.
History

 Honor Wilmette's distinguished residents of the past, like "honorary" and temporary 
street renaming on the block where they lived, signage at their onetime addresses, or 
some other form of recognition.
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 Name or rename public facilities in honor of past residents who had a major positive 
impact on the village or broader region, like Martin Bickham, early civil rights leader, 
and Charles Percy, U.S. Senator.

Promotional/Fundraising Activities

 Create a Sesquicentennial website for scheduling and promoting events.

 Create a Sesquicentennial logo for use in promoting and unifying events and activities.

 Engage in fundraising. Create an entity/account to receive tax‐deductible donations to 
support the Sesquicentennial and solicit donations from residents, businesses, 
organizations, etc. Plan and engage in other fund‐raising activities.

 Display the Sesquicentennial logo on street banners, placards, yard signs, etc. (Banners 
of this type were displayed at prominent locations during the 125th celebration.)

 Involve the Crystal Cave, the longtime Wilmette business now located in Glenview, in 
designing awards or other memorabilia. (The proprietor, Josef Puehringer, has offered 
his services.)

 Change the Village's letterhead during 2022 to prominently promote the 150th.
 Place a celebratory sticker on Village mailings.
 Identify the village's new residents through water billing or transfer tax records and 

send them personalized invitations to participate in a "newcomers" event.

 Solicit contributions from the community to pay for expenses and projects. Target 
$150,000? Matching grants?

 License the Sesquicentennial logo for display on merchandise like clothing and 
souvenirs.

 Sell engraved brick pavers to be placed at an appropriate location.

PARK DISTRICT

 A huge fireworks display at Gillson Park.
 A hot air balloon regatta at the Gillson Park/lakefront.
 A village‐wide tennis tournament, golf tournament, duplicate bridge tournament, etc.
 A Beach Bash.

 A talent show, possibly in partnership with the Library.

 Install exercise stations along the Green Bay Road bike trail.

 Add new public space/public gardens.

 Challenge residents to walk, run, or bike 150 miles in a specified time, and reward those 
who succeed.

 Concerts/plays at Wallace Bowl.

 A carnival for kids (merry‐go‐round, other rides, etc.).

LIBRARY DISTRICT

 Establish and display a collection of artwork by Wilmette artists of the past and present.

 Present programs about Wilmette's past and future issues. For example, invite Peter 
Blair Henry to return to Wilmette to speak about what it's like growing up as an African 
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American in Wilmette and how Wilmette can improve the experience and make the 
village more attractive to African American families.

 A village wide chess tournament.
 A Wilmette‐themed art show.

 A talent show, possibly in partnership with the Park District.

 A history mini‐series.

 A genealogy project.

 A family concert.

HISTORICAL MUSEUM

 Place historical markers/plaques/posters at historical sites or in windows of historic 
buildings. These sites can be made destinations for biking and walking tours. Use 
technology so that folks can use their smart phones to call up photographs or 
descriptions of the sites.

 Bring artifacts from the Historical Museum to the Village Center and exhibit 
them at Village Hall or an empty commercial space.

 A scavenger hunt with a historic theme.

 Identify the oldest homes in Wilmette and explain how people lived in these homes 
(without water and sewer systems; gas, electrical, and telephone service; automobiles; 
etc.) 

 Create a Ken Burns‐type documentary of the history of the village. (Winnetka has done 
this.)

 Create a photographic record of the village, perhaps a video record shot by drone 
photography, perhaps with voice narration.

 Display a Sesquicentennial exhibit at the Wilmette Historical Museum.

 Hold an antique Auto Show.

 Hold bike or walking tours of historic sites.

 Bury a time capsule containing 2022‐themed items.

BOTH THE HISTORICAL MUSEUM AND THE LIBRARY DISTRICT

 Communicate with the Pottawatomi tribe in Oklahoma. Learn about the presence of the 
tribe on the North Shore, its forced removal from Illinois and elsewhere, and the current 
condition of the tribe and its members.

 Trace the arrival of the diverse groups who have come to Wilmette in the past 150 
years, e.g., Germans, Irish, Jewish, Korean, etc., and present this diversity in a historical 
program.

 Present the play, In White America, originally presented in Wilmette at Howard School 
auditorium in 1965 when the Wilmette Human Relations Committee was attacking the 
problem of housing discrimination in the village. (Another candidate with a similar 
theme is Raison in the Sun, set in Chicago and depicting the barriers to African 
Americans achieving the American Dream.
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 Conduct a series of programs that focus on specific historic issues and predict the issues 
that the village will face in the future.

 Conduct a program that presents the most impactful 150 moments in Wilmette history.

 Have actors play the leading characters of Wilmette's past and show how these 
historical figures impacted life in the village today.

 Provide equipment that would enable residents to record for posterity their experiences 
and thoughts about Wilmette.

SCHOOLS

 Ask each school in the village to contribute a student‐selected item to a memorabilia 
box (time capsule) to be buried at a suitable location.

 Have a contest for best student essay on "What Growing Up in Wilmette Means to Me" 
or "What I'd Do to Make Wilmette Better."

 Hold a contest for students to design a celebratory vehicle sticker or a decal for village 
vehicles celebrating the 150th.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

 A Taste of Wilmette event.
 A restaurant week or a weekly family night out program.
 Discounted meal tickets redeemable at participating restaurants.
 A foods‐of‐the‐world weekend, with each restaurant featuring a menu item of a 

different nationality.
 Give out 150 gift cards over a period of 150 days, each worth $150, redeemable at 

participating Wilmette businesses (perhaps as prizes for participating in 
Sesquicentennial events.)

 A beer festival with different beers from throughout Chicagoland.

 A barbeque event, perhaps a North Shore BBQ cook‐off with prizes. Involve Backyard 
Barbeque.

 Honor oldest businesses, or business of the month.

OTHER ORGANIZATIONS

 Invite organizations within the village to host a community‐wide event of their own 
design and add it to the Sesquicentennial calendar. (Like an ice cream social, Easter egg 
hunt, food drive, help‐your‐neighbors project, other outreach program, etc.)

 An auto show like those hosted in the past by Go Green Wilmette (electric‐powered 
vehicles).

 An interfaith Thanksgiving service (churches and synagogues of Wilmette).

 A banquet honoring distinguished current or former residents.

 Renovate the exterior facade of the Wilmette Theatre, a building that now houses two 
501(c)(3) not‐for‐profit organizations, one dedicated to training actors, the other 
"dedicated to creating community by presenting diverse films and programs that 
engage, entertain and educate in a beloved, vintage environment."
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 Feature the renovated Wilmette Woman's Club facility by holding Sesquicentennial 
events and exhibits there.

 Musicals, plays, and concerts throughout the summer at Plaza del Lago, Edens Plaza, 
other sites.

 A Wilmette film festival featuring movies that were filmed in Wilmette and/or movies 
starring Wilmette celebrities like Charlton Heston, Hugh O'Brian, Bill Murray, Ann‐
Margret.

 Create a Historic Preservation District in the Village Center (Historic Preservation 
Commission).

 Programs that promote justice and unity among people (Human Relations Commission).
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1200 WILMETTE AVENUE  

WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 
 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT (847) 853-7550 
DEPARTMENT FAX (847) 853-7701 

TDD (847) 853-7634 
EMAIL comdev@wilmette.com 

 
Date: April 23, 2021 
 
To: Sesquicentennial Planning Committee 
 
From: Lisa Roberts, Assistant Director of Community Development 
 
Subject: Celebration Ideas 
 
 
We have received other suggestions and materials, which are attached as follows: 
 
1.0 Email from Kathy Hussey-Arntson dated April 12, 2021 

 2.0 Email from Jessica Siegel dated April 18, 2021 
3.0 Email from Puran Stevens dated April 21, 2021 
4.0 Email to Julie Wolf dated April 22, 2021 
5.0 Concept/inspiration teddy bear and boards presented by Stacy Jo Haney at the April 13, 

2021 meeting 
 

mailto:comdev@wilmette.com
mailto:comdev@wilmette.com
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1200 WILMETTE AVENUE  

WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 
 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT (847) 853-7550 
DEPARTMENT FAX (847) 853-7701 

TDD (847) 853-7634 
EMAIL comdev@wilmette.com 

 
Date: April 26, 2021 
 
To: Sesquicentennial Planning Committee 
 
From: John Jacoby, Co-Chair 
 Lisa Roberts, Assistant Director of Community Development 
 Alex Arteaga, Management Analyst 
 
Subject: Logo Concepts 
 
 
As noted in earlier status memos, the village has retained a website developer and a graphic artist 
to develop a dedicated website and logo for the celebration. The designers have presented us with 
preliminary concepts based on limited ideas that were provided to them.  
 
Attached are draft concepts from the designers. At Wednesday afternoon's meeting, we'll ask 
Committee members for their opinion about these concepts and their suggestions for other themes 
that could be considered in designing our logo for the Sesquicentennial 

 
Additionally, there is an alternative theme presented that focuses more on a celebration mindset, 
idea three which includes a logo that reads “W!lmette.” Designers noted that this logo idea has a 
more contemporary and celebratory feel to it. 
 
It is hoped that this discussion will provide our Committee members Anne Kelly and Lindsay 
Thomas, along with staff, a basis for working with the consultant and coming up with a logo design 
for approval by the Committee. 
 
Financial Component 
 
Draft logos have been provided to the Village through Basecamp Web Solutions, Basecamp is also 
responsible for the sesquicentennial celebration website design and development. In an effort to 
keep the Sesquicentennial Planning Committee involved in all celebration matters, Village staff 
wanted to ensure the Committee was informed on the financial components of our celebration 
logo.  
 

mailto:comdev@wilmette.com
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The Village was quoted $750 for logo designs from Basecamp, additional logo design requests 
will incur additional logo design costs. The logo design quote from Basecamp included two design 
options, and adjustments to the selected logo design. Note, the Village expected to receive two 
draft logo designs, though the Village was provided with a total of four draft logo designs at no 
additional costs. To date, the Village has paid Basecamp $1,126.67 for a combination of logo 
design and website development costs.  
 
Documents Attached 
 

1. Wilmette 150 Logo Design Concepts 



Idea One

The rail system has been a large part of the history in Wilmette, 
the logical place to start an exploration is in creating a mark that 
nods to that heritage.



Idea Two

Moving away from train images, there are also word elements 
that play to the train heritage, but are given more importance by 
creating an active call to action for your townspeople and
visitors to unite in celebration.



Idea Three

Turning 150 is a big deal, so let’s turn up the fun and energy. 
After all this is one big birthday party!

Let’s get excited!



Idea Four

The idea here is to create a character that is your guide to
Wilmette - 150 years and beyond! 

Think of it as your guide to the fun, learning and opportunities 
there are during Wilmette’s 150 Year Celebration.

Why this character? Well it’s a train conductor, well versed in 
giving tours and as you know trains have always been a big 
part of Wilmette and still are today.

Not only that, kids love it, sponsors will love it and it can go any 
where and do anything, for free - now that’s a good spokesper-
son.

All Aboard!



With the Website is the center of communication our character  
can help guide visitors through the pages along with some fun 
facts along the way.

Now keep in mind as you look at this, there is a lot of work to 
be done. Where it goes and what is says, but a character guide 
would also be great for Social Media, Advertising, on T-shirts or 
as a teaching guide for kids.
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