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1200 WILMETTE AVENUE  

WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 
 
 

MEETING AGENDA 
 

Sesquicentennial Planning Committee 
 

May 19, 2021 
3:30 p.m. CDT 

Remote Meeting 
 
Due to the 2020 COVID-19 pandemic, this meeting will be held remotely by the Sesquicentennial 
Planning Committee. For links and further information about joining this meeting, please click 
here. 
 
I. Call to Order and Roll Call 
 
II.  Approval of April 28, 2021 Meeting Minutes 
 

1. Motion to approve 
2. Roll call vote on motion 

 
III. Discussion of Logos 
 
IV. Discussion of Possible Tree Planting Project 
 
V. Discussion of Possible Alley Improvement Project 
 
VI. Discussion of Working Groups 
 
VII. Discussion of Possible Periodic Report to Community 
 
VIII. Discussion of Next Meeting Date 
 
IX. Public Comment 
 
 Comments will be taken from the public on any matter not elsewhere on this agenda. 
 
X. Adjournment 

 
1. Motion to adjourn 
2. Roll call vote on motion 

https://www.wilmette.com/event/zoning-board-of-appeals-meeting-81/?instance_id=2261
https://www.wilmette.com/event/zoning-board-of-appeals-meeting-81/?instance_id=2261
https://www.wilmette.com/event/zoning-board-of-appeals-meeting-81/?instance_id=2261
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This meeting will be held remotely by the Sesquicentennial Planning Committee and will be 
recorded as required by law. The meeting will be broadcast live at  
https://www.youtube.com/user/villageofwilmette/live and on Channel 6 and then published on 
the Village’s YouTube website. Members of the public may submit a comment in advance 
of the meeting by emailing their comment to  comdev@wilmette.com. All emailed comments 
received two hours prior to the start of a meeting will be provided, unredacted, to the 
Sesquicentennial Planning Committee. Emails received at any time within two hours of the 
beginning of the meeting until its adjournment will be included in the draft minutes of the 
meeting. Public comments may be made during the meeting through YouTube Live which will 
be read aloud during the appropriate portion of the meeting. There is also the option to make a 
public comment during the meeting via PC, mobile device or phone. For complete details and 
instructions on joining or participating in the meeting, please click here. 

http://www.youtube.com/user/villageofwilmette/live
http://www.youtube.com/user/villageofwilmette/live
mailto:comdev@wilmette.com
mailto:comdev@wilmette.com
https://www.wilmette.com/2020/06/12/village-meetings-dial-in-instructions-for-public-comment-participation/
https://www.wilmette.com/2020/06/12/village-meetings-dial-in-instructions-for-public-comment-participation/
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1200 Wilmette Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois 60091-0040 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
SESQUICENTENNIAL PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 28, 2021 

 
4:00 P.M. 

 
REMOTE MEETING 

 
 
Members Present: Co-Chair John Jacoby 
 Co-Chair Nancy Canafax 
 Co-Chair Chris Canning 
 Co-Chair Vern Squires 
 Beth Drucker 
 Kathy Hussey-Arntson 
 Lisa McDonald 
 George Pearce 
 Alan Swanson 
 Lindsay Thomas 
 Julie Yusim 
 Anne Kelly 
 Alice Chow 
 
Members Absent: None 
 
Staff Present: Lisa Roberts, Assistant Director of Community Development 
 Alex Arteaga, Management Analyst 
  
 
I. Call to Order and Roll Call 

Co-Chair Jacoby called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.  
 
Ms. Roberts called roll. Committee members Canafax, Canning, Squires, Drucker, Hussey-
Arntson, McDonald, Pearce, Swanson, Thomas, Yusim, Kelly, Chow, and Jacoby were 
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present.  
 
Co-Chair Jacoby read through a transcript explaining why the meeting is being conducted 
over Microsoft Teams due to the COVID-19 pandemic, he included information on how to 
access the and view the meeting and provided instructions for submitting public comment.  

 
II. Approval of April 13, 2021 Meeting Minutes 

Mr. Squires moved to approve the meeting minutes. Ms. McDonald seconded the motion. 
All committee members present voted unanimously to approve the April 13, 2021 meeting 
minutes. The motion passed. 

 
III. Discussion of Next Steps 

 
Co-Chair Jacoby discussed the memo outlining event planning that was included in the 
meeting packet, noting that a large amount of celebration ideas had been received from the 
community. 
 
Co-Chair Jacoby asked Committee members for their thoughts on the planning memo, 
Committee member Squires agreed that the idea of breaking up celebration planning into 
smaller groups made sense since the Committee was so large. Committee member Pearce 
added that their subgroup of public improvement projects has had success in small 
meetings, as such, he supports the idea.  
 

IV. Discussion of Activities to be Sponsored by the SPC and Activities to be Referred to 
Other Organizations and Governmental Units 
 
Co-Chair Jacoby moved to a discussion regarding the memo detailing celebrations that are 
suggested for other organizations and governmental units to plan, the memo was included 
in the meeting packet. Mr. Jacoby noted that this list of ideas is not final by any means and 
can be revised as necessary, there were no additional comments from Committee members.  

 
V. Discussion of Logo 

 
Co-Chair moved to discuss the logo concept designs that were provided to Village staff. 
Mr. Arteaga summarized the logo design development process, including meeting with 
staff members of Basecamp Web Solutions and Committee members. Mr. Arteaga 
mentioned that the Village has started to receive invoices for website and logo 
development, so requesting additional logo designs would incur additional costs.  
 
Mr. Arteaga discussed the four logo design concepts that were provided to the Village, 
noting that three of them kept with a railroad theme. Co-Chair Jacoby had suggested that 
the railroad theme would be logical for Wilmette since the development of the railroad line 
that connects Chicago and Milwaukee is what led to the Village of Wilmette being 
incorporated and established.  
 
Mr. Arteaga noted that there was one logo design concept that didn’t revolve around 
Village’s connection to the railroad, he added that deciding on a logo design soon may be 
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necessary to align with the Committee’s sense of urgency to start planning celebratory 
events.  
 
Committee member McDonald added that the railroad doesn’t seem very significant to the 
Village of Wilmette, and that it does not differentiate Wilmette from many other near by 
communities. Committee member Hussey-Arntson added she agrees that the railroad 
concept does not seem central to Wilmette, as such, she would favor looking into additional 
logo design concepts.  
 
Committee member Yusim added that the tree logo that is utilized by the Village of 
Wilmette currently would be a good design to stick with for celebration logos, noting that 
she too did not favor incorporating the railroad theme. Committee member Squires added 
that the railroad theme makes sense for east Wilmette but not west Wilmette, since the 
celebration is Village-wide, Mr. Squires added that the railroad concept does not seem 
logical.  
 
Committee member Pearce added that the third logo design, which does not revolve around 
the railroad concept is his preferred logo, noting that he likes the celebratory feel. 
Committee member Swanson added his support for finding another logo concept, saying 
that perhaps the tree that is utilized in the Village of Wilmette logo could be incorporated 
into the third design idea that was provided by Basecamp. Ms. McDonald voiced her 
support for the “150 Reasons to Love Wilmette” idea. Ms. Chow added that incorporating 
a tree seemed logical since that is what community members already associate with 
Wilmette.  
 
Ms. Thomas added that is sounds like there is no consensus on logo design, as such, Village 
staff should seek additional logo design concepts. Mr. Arteaga added that he would contact 
Basecamp Web Solutions for additional logo designs and summarize the discussion that 
Committee members had revolving around celebration logos. Co-Chair Canning added that 
when the logo concept is finalized, the Village should consider utilizing the logo in an ad 
campaign to publicize the celebration in surrounding communities.  
 

VI. Discussion of Fundraising  
  
 Co-Chair Jacoby moved on to a discussion revolving around fundraising for celebration 

events. Committee member Hussey-Arntson discussed creating fundraising “packages” 
that way sponsors have a better idea of where their donations are going to. Ms. Yusim 
added that times are tough for many local businesses, so approaching larger businesses and 
retailers would be most beneficial for fundraising purposes in her opinion, she also 
suggested implementing raffles and possible resident donations to celebration events. 
Committee member Swanson suggested having targeted donations for things like tree 
purchases or fire works funds, noting that donors will want to know what their money is 
supporting. Committee member McDonald suggested having sponsorships on the 
celebration website or having an ability for sponsors to buy ad space on the website. 
Committee member Hussey-Arntson added that promotional novelty items could be sold 
as well, Co-Chair Jacoby added that he had discussed the ability for donors to purchase 
things like pavers, citing the specific example of renovations at Veteran’s Park where 
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donors could purchase bricks and have their names listed as donors to sesquicentennial 
celebration events.  

 
 Co-Chair Canning asked if there were any parts to a public project that could be sold off 

for fundraising purposes, similar to what major league sports teams do by selling stadium 
seats, etc. Co-Chair Jacoby responded that this was an interesting idea and noted the 
Committee should consider what kind of keepsake items the Village has at its disposal. 

 
 Committee member Thomas added that she thinks a subgroup should be created for 

fundraising purposes, because the topic is far-reaching and rather broad. Co-Chair Jacoby 
added that this working subgroup was planned, and that this discussion would hopefully 
serve as a good starting point for the subgroup.  

 
VII.  Discussion of Next Meeting Date 
 
 Co-Chair Jacoby suggested meeting again in two weeks, the majority of Committee 

members noted that this timeline would be ideal, Committee members will be contacted by 
Village staff when a meeting date and time is determined. 

 
VIII. Public Comment 

 
Heather Oliver suggested incorporating fundraiser packages, explaining how the 
Committee could explore various packages so business sponsors know what their money 
and sponsorship would provide to the Committee and celebration. Ms. Oliver also inquired 
to school district involvement in the planning committee, Co-Chair Jacoby responded that 
the school districts have been a part of the discussion and are looking forward to working 
with the Committee.  
 
There was a public comment submitted on YouTube Live inquiring to budget restraints 
regarding the sesquicentennial celebration logo. Co-Chair Jacoby answered that there are 
budget constraints that need to be considered. 
 

IX. Adjournment 
Co-Chair Canafax moved to adjourn the meeting. Committee Member Thomas seconded 
the motion. All Committee Members in attendance voted unanimously to adjourn the 
meeting. The meeting was adjourned at 4:44 p.m. 

 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 Alex Arteaga 
 Management Analyst  
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1200 WILMETTE AVENUE  

WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 
 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT (847) 853-7550 
DEPARTMENT FAX (847) 853-7701 

TDD (847) 853-7634 
EMAIL comdev@wilmette.com 

 
Date: May 14, 2021 
 
To: Sesquicentennial Planning Committee 
 
From: John Jacoby, Co-Chair 
 Lisa Roberts, Assistant Director of Community Development 
 
Subject: May 19, 2021 Meeting Agenda 
 
 
Attached please find a memo outlining the next steps to be taken at our meeting on Wednesday, 
May 19, and some information about a possible public project to be undertaken as part of the 
celebration. 
 
As explained in the attached memo, we will send out additional agenda materials early next week 
as they become available. 
 
 

mailto:comdev@wilmette.com
mailto:comdev@wilmette.com


The agenda and additional materials for Wednesday's meeting will be emailed to you on Monday.

Hopefully, the Committee will receive new logo designs from our consultant on Tuesday, and these will 
be sent to you upon receipt. Please consider the new designs carefully, as our hope is that we can move 
forward on this issue at our Wednesday meeting.

Meanwhile, we request that you also review the attached information regarding a possible public 
project that the Committee could become involved in. It's something the Village has considered but is 
not proceeding with due to financial constraints. A rendering and cost estimate are attached. The 
project involves converting the alley adjacent to the Baker Building (between Wilmette Avenue and 12th 
Street) into a public plaza for gathering, dining, etc. We might be able to sell engraved pavers to be used 
at this location to raise money for the project or other 150th activities and events. If you get a chance, 
visit the alley before Wednesday's meeting to get a better perspective on what's being proposed.

Finally, at Wednesday's meeting, we'll finalize some working groups to move the planning process 
forward. The target date for completing the Committee's tentative overall plan and calendar for the 
150th will be August 31. Please consider whether you would be interested in serving on any of these 
groups, whose functions are briefly described as follows:

 "Big Events" Working Group, to be headed by Chris Canning. Identify and define the two or 
three major events that the Planning Committee will sponsor and execute.

 Financial/Fundraising Working Group. Determine the financial requirements for the activities, 
events, and projects sponsored by the Planning Committee and identify sources for the 
necessary funds.

 Arts Working Group (identify public art project(s), including murals, and consider the idea of an 
arts and crafts fair).

 History Working Group (Kathy Hussey‐Arntson, Nancy Canafax, and Vern Squires). Integrate the 
Historical Museum's activities and events into the 150th.

 Public Project Working Group (e.g., 150 trees and Ouilmette Alley)

 Business Working Group, to be headed by Julie Yusim and to include representatives from the 
Wilmette business community. Integrate the Chamber of Commerce's existing activities and 
events into the 150th (e.g., wine walk, sidewalk sale, taste of Wilmette, fall fest and pumpkin 
walk, Santa parade), and identify and define any additional activities and events that the 
business community would like to sponsor.

 Promotion and Publicity Working Group (website oversight, street banners, logo use, press 
relations, advertising, community outreach, etc.)

The Committee's co‐chairs and Village staff will be responsible for coordinating these working groups 
along with the related activities and events planned by other governmental units and community 
organizations and groups.







VILLAGE OF WILMETTE
 ALLEYWAY ENHANCEMENTS

PRELIMINARY COST ESTIMATE 
OPTION 1

6-May-21

ITEM # DESCRIPTION UNIT UNIT PRICE QUANTITY TOTAL COST

CURB & GUTTER REMOVAL LF 12.00$                  195 2,340.00$                          

CURB AND GUTTER INSTALLATION LF 28.00$                  195 5,460.00$                          

CONCRETE SIDEWALK  INSTALLATION SQ FT 8.00$                    213 1,704.00$                          

SIDEWALK REMOVAL SQ FT 3.00$                    275 825.00$                              

REMOVE AND RELOCATE PAVERS 
(REUSE GRAVEL SETTING BED)

LSUM 3,000.00$            1 3,000.00$                          

OVERHEAD SIGN, POLES AND 
FOUNDATION

LSUM 25,000.00$          1 25,000.00$                        

FESTOON LIGHT POLE 
(includes footings, stainless steel cables 
and string lights, assumes access to 
electrical)

EACH 14,000.00$          6 84,000.00$                        

PLANTER POTS
(precast concrete, 3' ht)

EACH 1,200.00$            5 6,000.00$                          

PLANTER POT WITH TRELLIS
(Precast concrete, 3' ht with 3.5' ht 
trellis)

EACH 4,000.00$            2 8,000.00$                          

MURAL ART LSUM 7,500.00$            1 7,500.00$                          

143,829.00$                      
7,191.45$                          

151,020.45$                      

NOTES:
1. Costs are provided for budgeting purposes only and do not represent actual construction bidding.

3.  Unforseen conditions such as utility relocations and adjustments, other than those indicated above, are not 
accounted for in the budget costs provided.   

2.  Costs are based on a General Contractor project delivery method.  Unit costs shown are from past experience on 
similar projects.  Actual costs will vary based on economic conditions and other factors at the time of bidding.     

SUBTOTAL
5% CONTINGENCY

TOTAL
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