
                                  

 
 

 
1200 WILMETTE AVENUE  

WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 
 
 

MEETING AGENDA 
 

Sesquicentennial Planning Committee 
 

August 26, 2021 
3:00 p.m. 

Training Room 
 
I. Call to Order 
 
II.  Approval of July 21, 2021 Meeting Minutes 
 
III. Reports of Working Groups 
 

a. Big Event Working Group 
b. Public Art Working Group 
c. Public Improvement Working Group 

i. West Village Entrance Enhancement Project 
 ii. Plaza 150 Project 
d. Promotions Working Group 
e. History Working Group 

 
IV. Discussion of Draft Calendar of Events 
 
V. Discussion of Next Meeting Date 
 
VI. Public Comment 
 
VII. Adjournment 

 
 
 

NOTE:  The Chairman reserves the right to alter the order of the published agenda if he 
deems a change necessary. 

 
If you are a person with a disability and need special accommodations to participate in and/or 

attend any Village public meeting, please notify the Village Manager’s Office at  
(847) 853-7509 or TDD (847) 853-7634. 

 
For additional information, please call (847) 853-7511, the Village Clerk’s Office. 
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1200 Wilmette Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois 60091-0040 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
SESQUICENTENNIAL PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 21, 2021 

 
3:00 P.M. 

 
 
Members Present: Co-Chair John Jacoby 
 Co-Chair Nancy Canafax 
 Co-Chair Chris Canning 
 Lisa McDonald 
 George Pearce 
 Alan Swanson 
 Lindsay Thomas 
 Julie Yusim 
 Anne Kelly 
 Alice Chow 
 Julie Wolf 
 
Members Absent: Co-Chair Vern Squires 
 Kathy Hussey-Arntson 
 George Pearce 
 Beth Drucker 
 
Staff Present: Lisa Roberts, Assistant Director of Community Development 
 Alex Arteaga, Management Analyst 
  
 
I. Call to Order and Roll Call 
 

Co-Chair Jacoby called the meeting to order at 3:02 p.m.  
 
Ms. Roberts called roll. Committee members Jacoby, Canafax, Canning, McDonald, 
Pearce, Swanson, Thomas, Yusim, Kelly, Chow, and Wolf were present.  

 



 

July 21, 2021, Sesquicentennial Planning Committee  
2 

 
II. Approval of June 23, 2021, Meeting Minutes 

 
Mr. Swanson moved to approve the meeting minutes. Ms. Yusim seconded the motion. All 
committee members present voted unanimously to approve the June 23, 2021 meeting 
minutes. The motion passed. 

 
III. Reports of Working Groups 
  
 Co-Chair Canning discussed the updated master calendar of events, noting that the 

Committee is pushing forward with the planning of a large celebration event to occur in 
September 2022. Co-Chair Canning mentioned that the celebration would most likely not 
include a dedicated parade, but rather the elements of a parade. The festivity would include 
music, games, and other elements to pull members of the public to the Village center where 
a large-scale celebration event and music would take place.  

 
 Co-Chair Canning added that the Committee is planning on having President Plunkett 

announce at the 2021 Wilmette Beach Bash that the Sesquicentennial Celebration year has 
started, and that members of the Committee will present at the Village of Wilmette’s 
appreciation event for all Village board members and Commissioners, just to note what the 
celebration year will look like. Co-Chair Canning then added that himself and Committee 
member Thomas are planning on seeing the band Hoopla, to consider if they want to 
schedule them for the September 2022 event. Committee member Swanson asked how firm 
the dates are as now, Co-Chair Canning added that the event dates are still preliminary and 
awaiting to be finalized.   

 
 Committee member Wolf discussed updates from the public art working group, noting that 

they have been in communication with a possible muralist if that project were to be 
advanced, the art working group has also started to plan an art contest that would be open 
to all ages and members of the public, with the expectation that the contest would take 
place in June 2022, the theme of said contest would be “Wilmette in the Natural World.” 
Committee member Wolf also added that her working group was considering a storefront 
art contest centered around the Chamber of Commerce’s Summer Sizzle event, planned for 
July 2022. Additionally, a summer-wide scavenger hunt and public art demonstration 
slated for the big celebration event in September 2022 were mentioned. Committee 
member Yusim added that she thinks businesses may be unwilling to decorate their store 
fronts as part of the Summer Sizzle event, Committee member Kelly added that previous 
scavenger hunts found wide success within the Village.  

 
 Committee member Kelly also added that interactive art events are an intriguing idea and 

would most likely pull members of other communities to visit Wilmette and suggested 
hosting a possible ice sculpture carving event sometime in the winter months, Committee 
member Thomas added that any art event could be paired with another celebration idea like 
a wine walk. Committee member Thomas added that the Park District will provide a list of 
possible celebrations and can be utilized to help facilitate other celebration events as 
possible. Committee member McDonald added that the Wilmette library will most likely 
not have anything planned for the celebration until at least January 2022, noting that they 
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typically give themselves three months or more to plan any sort of large event. 
 
 Committee member Swanson provided the Committee with an update on celebration 

projects. Committee member Pearce has met with foresters from the Village and Park 
District regarding tree plantings along Glenview Rd, near Skokie Blvd. Committee member 
Swanson added that now formal plans for the entry way project need to be finalized in 
terms of tree locations and specific trees to be planted. Mr. Swanson added that the project 
may require fundraising, which he doesn’t think should be an issue since Village residents 
are proud of their trees.  

 
 Committee member Yusim added that Chalet Nursery may be interested in partnering on 

the project. Committee member Wolf asked if the Rotary Club would be interested in 
helping to fund this project, Mr. Swanson added that he’s been in contact with them, and 
full funding still needs to be determined. Mr. Swanson also noted that his working group 
has discussed a tree recognition program as part of the celebration, allowing for residents 
who have trees that are over 150 years old to be recognized. Co-Chair Jacoby asked how 
trees would be identified as part of the program, Mr. Swanson responded that he thinks 
residents typically would know if they have a historic tree that’s over 150 years old on their 
property. 

 
 Committee member Swanson then discussed Plaza 150, noting that the next move was to 

discuss plaza renovation plans with surrounding businesses. Depending on the response 
from businesses, the next step for this project would be to create a formal site design plan. 
Mr. Swanson added that costs would then be able to be determined and planning and 
coordination could begin. Co-Chair Jacoby added that the first step should be to speak with 
ComEd regarding the removal of the three utility poles located in the alley, noting that if 
the true cost of pole removal is $50,000 per pole, then the plan doesn’t seem feasible. Mr. 
Arteaga added that he can contact the Village’s staff liaison to get a cost estimate for the 
utility poles removals.  

 
 Co-Chair Jacoby and Committee member Swanson noted that the next steps for this 

potential project need to be concrete to get the project moving forward, Mr. Arteaga said 
he would be happy to contact ComEd, but based off a conversation he had with the 
Village’s ComEd rep today, it seems like the process for utility pole removals is relatively 
slow. Committee member McDonald asked to be reminded what Committee members 
visions are for this alley, Mr. Swanson added that he thinks the Village center is lacking 
recreational pedestrian areas, additionally, this alley could serve as a good pedestrian route 
to get visitors from the Metra parking lot to the Village center. Committee member 
Swanson noted that vehicle access to the alley would still be required, so the east side of 
the alley would be dedicated mainly to pedestrian space.  

 
 Committee members Kelly and Thomas provide updates from the promotional/advertising 

working group, Ms. Kelly added that the working group is in need of a finalized calendar 
of events, so that a promotional schedule and plan can be developed. Ms. Kelly also added 
that this calendar will help with determining marketing materials and what kinds of “swag” 
and other celebration materials need to be ordered and when. Committee members 
discussed the idea of promotional packages that businesses could buy, Committee member 
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Kelly suggested that knowing what type of advertising a business was purchasing would 
most likely lead to increased financial support. Committee member Yusim asked if a 
celebration Facebook page was published, Committee member Thomas answered no, 
instead existing organizational Facebook pages will be utilized to promote sesquicentennial 
events, she added that she’s been in conversation with Committee member Kelly about the 
process for creating promotional materials, staff noted that they have a communications 
contractor who could help with creating materials.  

 
 Committee member Wolf pondered if creating promotional materials for the Beach Bash 

would be smart, considering it’s a kick-off event for the celebration year. Committee 
member Kelly suggested printing the celebration logo on beach balls for the event. 
Committee member Thomas noted the necessity to create a budget for promotional 
materials and asked for Committee members to send any relevant past invoices they have 
for similar communications items. Co-Chair Jacoby mentioned that some Committee 
member should be in communication with the North Shore Record and Wilmette Living 
magazine.  

 
 Co-Chair Canafax discussed various historical museum events that will be branded under 

the sesquicentennial celebration, including a bingo night, house walk, scavenger hunt, and 
historical auto tour, with the possibility of incorporating it into the large celebration event. 
The idea of creating trail markers to document various historical places was suggested, 
Committee member Kelly suggested trying to create an immersive museum exhibit as part 
of the celebration. Co-Chair Canning noted that a component of the celebration that 
Commissioners should keep in mind when approaching planning is that the celebration is 
telling a story of where Wilmette was to what it has become today. Co-Chair Jacoby added 
that the museum and library has thousands of photographs that could be used to document 
the Village’s past.  

 
IV.  Discussion of Draft Calendar of Events 
 
 Co-Chair Canning presented Committee members with a master calendar of events that 

can be related to the celebration, noting that several dates still need to be finalized. 
Fundraising options were then discussed, including a commemorative vehicle sticker and 
promotional programs that could be available to businesses to purchase. Co-Chair Canning 
added that its important for Committee members to be in communication with one another 
so that all are aware of other possibly scheduled sesquicentennial events, and that the 
sooner calendar events are finalized, the better.  

 
V.  Discussion of Next Meeting Date 
 
 Committee members discussed planning the next meeting date, the last week of August 

was suggested by members, the Committee agreed to meet on Thursday, August 26 at 
3:00pm. 

 
VI.  Public Comment 
 

There was no public comment provided.  



 

July 21, 2021, Sesquicentennial Planning Committee  
5 

 
VII. Adjournment 

Committee member Swanson moved to adjourn the meeting. Committee Member Yusim 
seconded the motion. All Committee Members in attendance voted unanimously to adjourn 
the meeting. The meeting was adjourned at 4:33 p.m. 

 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 Alex Arteaga 
 Management Analyst  



TO: Sesquicentennial Planning Committee Members

FROM: John Jacoby

Re: Public Projects

I happened to be in Woodstock, Illinois this weekend, and I took a walk around the historic village center 
of that community. I was surprised to come across a Plaza much like the one that the Committee has 
been considering for our village. Photos are attached.

The Woodstock Plaza is about the same width as Plaza 150. It has murals on one side depicting 
prominent entertainment figures  who at one time lived in the Village, including our own Chester Gould 
(Dick Tracy), who moved to Woodstock after a long residency in Wilmette. On the other side were 
glassed‐in cases for public notices. The Plaza was clean and attractive, and I noticed people walking 
through and looking at (and even photographing) the murals. Significantly, the Plaza connected the main 
street shops with a remote parking lot, which is the same concept as Plaza 150. I thought the Woodstock 
Plaza was a nice feature of its village center.























From: geoknox@comcast.net
To: "John P Jacoby"; Canning, Christopher (Comcast Email)
Cc: Roberts, Lisa; Braiman, Michael; geoknox@comcast.net
Subject: FW: Sesqui Committee Updates
Date: Wednesday, August 18, 2021 10:22:40 AM

 
 
 
To Committee Chairs and members
 
 
Here are various updates re efforts from our committee and subcommittee  Happy to discuss these
points at our next meeting on Aug 26
 

1.  TREES  The village is proceeding with the tree project along Glenview Rd  The trees will be
ordered in the Fall.  At that time we will know what amount of additional funding is needed. 
The Rotary Club of Wilmette Harbor is funding approx. $5000 of the cost and the estimated
cost of the project will be $8000.

The village forester suggested that we NOT attempt to designate all the trees in the village
that are over 150 years old.  This would be a subjective process and could require invasive
boring to be accurate.
ACTION NEEDED:   We will need to raise some additional funds for the Glenview Tree
project.  This could come from online donations. 
 

2.  ONLINE DONATIONS The village has set up a PayPal account to facilitate online donations.  It
also has a QR code that can be scanned  and take people to the site for donations.

ACTION NEEDED   The link needs to be placed on our Sesqui website along with a description
inviting donations from citizens.

3.  PLAZA 150   The village will probably decide by October if this project is proceeding.  This is
dependent upon com ed moving poles and cost issues.  Once that is determined, the mural
and other issues will be pursued

ACTION NEEDED   We will need to react if the village proceeds with this project in terms of
fundraising- possibly selling brick pavers along the new sidewalk(similar to what was done at
Elmwood Dunes)

4.  MURAL   Julie Wolf can explain discussions she had with a muralist
5.  VILLAGE STICKER   The village will need our input for a Sesqui design for next years village

sticker  This should occur by mid October  I assume we will use our logo as part of the village
sticker

 

mailto:geoknox@comcast.net
mailto:jpjacoby@sbcglobal.net
mailto:canningchris@comcast.net
mailto:robertsl@wilmette.com
mailto:braimanm@wilmette.com
mailto:geoknox@comcast.net
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1200 WILMETTE AVENUE  

WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 
 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT (847) 853-7550 
DEPARTMENT FAX (847) 853-7701 

TDD (847) 853-7634 
EMAIL comdev@wilmette.com 

 
Date: August 24, 2021 
 
To: Sesquicentennial Planning Committee 
 
From: Lisa Roberts, Assistant Director of Community Development 
 
Subject: Sesquicentennial Celebration Planning Status Report 
 
 
Wilmette150.com Web Site 
The webpage is ready to be rolled out except that no events are filled in. We propose to add the 
Beach Bash to the calendar for starters. We will add events as confirmed by the committee. 
 
Fund Raising and Sponsorship 
The working group will discuss the status of this. 
 
Fund Raising Account 
A Paypal account has been set up to take donations. Staff proposes to put the link on a Village of 
Wilmette webpage to add credibility. There will be a link from the Wilmette150.com website to 
the village page.  
 
Big Event 
The working group will discuss the status of this. 
 
Public Improvement – Plaza 150 
Staff has been in touch with ComEd about the issue of the electric poles. ComEd requested a site 
plan, which we do not have. Staff has contacted ComEd about alternatives to help them evaluate 
the proposal but we have not heard back yet. 
 
Public Improvement – Tree project 
Per George Pearce, the Public Works department plans to order trees this fall for the Glenview 
Road entryway. The project has an estimated cost of $8,000. The Rotary Club of Wilmette Harbor 
proposes to donate approximately $5,000 for the project, the balance to be funded from other 
sources. 
 
 

mailto:comdev@wilmette.com
mailto:comdev@wilmette.com
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Art Project/Mural 
The working group will discuss the status of this. 
 
Sale of Promotional Items 
The committee has discussed the desire to sell t-shirts, hats, and other themed items. Staff has been 
asked to avoid selling items at village hall. Consequently, staff is investigating companies that do 
printing as well as “fulfilment” - that is, taking orders directly online and shipping directly to the 
buyer. There are a few options in this area that seem promising. Also, at the direction of the 
manager’s office, we are attempting to work with a local merchant, Share, for direct sales and/or 
assistance with purchasing, etc. 
 
Promotions – Village Initiated 
Light Banners 
Staff has received one estimate for street pole banners. There are at most 114 banner locations 
across the village. To obtain a banner for all of them is estimated at $4,653. If the Village Center 
poles can no longer support a banner and/or if banners are not desired because of the hanging 
baskets, the banner count and therefore expense will be reduced.  
 
Vehicle Stickers 
Staff has received cost estimates from the vehicle sticker vendors. Because the vehicle sticker is 
essentially a tax, we are unable to charge more for a special 150th sticker. A two-color version is 
estimated at $3,392 while a four-color version is estimated at $3,710.  
 
We can also choose to have an insert in the vehicle sticker mailing. Printing, folding, and inserting 
is 9.8 cents per piece or approximately $1,445. 
 
Water Bills 
At some time in the near future, water bills will be issued by an outside vendor and there will be 
the possibility of putting an insert in the mailings. However, water bills go out quarterly so it will 
be a full 3-month period before all households will receive the communication, which is probably 
not the most effective way to communicate celebration information. The cost for this varies by 
single- and double-sided and by the number of colors used, ranging from 7 to 8 cents per piece up 
to 14 cents per piece. If the committee would like to pursue this, we can get a quantity and calculate 
what the costs would be. 
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