
                                  

 
 

 
1200 WILMETTE AVENUE  

WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 
 
 

MEETING AGENDA 
 

Sesquicentennial Planning Committee 
 

September 23, 2021 
3:00 p.m. 

Training Room 
 

Please note:  
All visitors are required to wear a mask while in Village Hall, regardless of one’s vaccination 

status. 
 
I. Call to Order. 
 
II.  Approval of August 25, 2021 Meeting Minutes. 
 
III. Reports of Working Groups (Reports Should Focus on the Items Listed on the To-Do 
List Distributed on September 3, copy attached). 
 

a. Big Event Working Group 
b. Public Improvement Working Group 
c. Public Art Working Group 
d. Fundraising Working Group 
e. Promotions Working Group 
f. History Working Group 

i. Possible Wilmette video 
g. Business Working Group 

 
IV. Discussion of Possible Sesquicentennial Concert by Evanston Symphony Orchestra. 
 
V.  Status of Participation by Religious Communities and Local Schools. 
 
VI. New Ideas. 
 
VII. Discussion of Utilization of Volunteers. 
 
VIII. Selection of Next Meeting Date. 
 
IX. Public Comment. 
 



                                  

 
 

X. Adjournment. 
 

 
NOTE:  The Chairman reserves the right to alter the order of the published agenda if he 

deems a change necessary. 
 

If you are a person with a disability and need special accommodations to participate in and/or 
attend any Village public meeting, please notify the Village Manager’s Office at  

(847) 853-7509 or TDD (847) 853-7634. 
 

For additional information, please call (847) 853-7511, the Village Clerk’s Office. 
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1200 Wilmette Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois 60091-0040 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
SESQUICENTENNIAL PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 26, 2021 

 
3:00 P.M. 

 
 
Members Present: Co-Chair John Jacoby 
 Co-Chair Nancy Canafax 
 Co-Chair Chris Canning 
 Co-Chair Vern Squires  
 Alice Chow 
 Anne Kelly  
 Lisa McDonald 
 George Pearce 
 Alan Swanson 
 Lindsay Thomas 
 Julie Wolf  
 Julie Yusim 
 
Members Absent: Beth Drucker  
 Kathy Hussey-Arntson 
 
Staff Present: Lisa Roberts, Assistant Director of Community Development 
  
 
I. Call to Order and Roll Call 
 

Co-Chair Jacoby called the meeting to order at 3:04 p.m.  
 
Ms. Roberts called roll. Committee members Jacoby, Canafax, Canning, Chow, Kelly, 
McDonald, Pearce, Swanson, Thomas, Wolf, and Yusim were present.  
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II. Approval of July 21, 2021, Meeting Minutes 
 
Ms. Thomas moved to approve the meeting minutes. Mr. Swanson seconded the motion. 
All committee members present voted unanimously to approve the July 21, 2021 meeting 
minutes. The motion passed. 

 
III. Reports of Working Groups 
  

Co-Chair Canning and Ms. Thomas presented their work on the big event. Co-Chair 
Canning indicated two Saturdays in September of 2022 that did not conflict with other 
known events. The Committee discussed the options and decided that September 10, 2022 
would be the day of the big event. There was discussion about the various activities and 
elements of the big event and rough cost estimates. The consensus was for the working 
group to develop the desired event plan, which could be scaled back if necessary at a later 
point. 
 
Mr. Pearce reported for the public improvements working group. The village is planning 
to install 25 trees as part of the Glenview Road entrance improvement. The harbor rotary 
will be contributing approximately $5,000 for this project. He said they are encouraging 
the village to look more broadly at landscaping and other elements in addition to trees to 
enhance the area. The schedule for this is pending. 
 
Mr. Pearce said the alley project is in the village’s CIP. There was consensus on the 
committee to refer to the project as “Ouilmette Way.” There is still the open question of 
necessary ComEd work and the expense for this. The village is working to move to the 
next level of plan development. They working group expects to know before the next 
committee meeting. Co-Chair Jacoby said that while this is scheduled as a village project, 
the board will see that the Sesquicentennial Committee supports it. Mr. Pearce said it would 
preferable for the project to be finished in time for the September 2022 big event. 

 
Ms. Wolf then described an ice sculpture concept from Wheaton called the Cocoa Crawl. 
Ice sculptors do this activity on public display while local businesses provide cocoa. She 
investigated a company that does this type of activity. They sculpt between 4 and 6 blocks 
of ice, one hour for each block, and interact with the crowd at the same time. The 
Committee liked this idea. It was casually referred to as Wilmette Winter Fest. Ms. Wolf 
explained that the cost for this vendor would be $3,300 with 50% down to save the date. 
The committee agreed on February 12, 2022 for this event, with no other known conflicts 
on that day. Ms. Wolf and Ms. Roberts were asked to coordinate with the vendor to 
schedule this event.  
 
Ms. Wolf said that an art fair was also being reviewed by the working group, for early 
summer of 2022. 
 
Ms. Kelly and Ms. Thomas presented their work on promotions. They had received a copy 
of the logo and related style guide for the beach bash balls. They propose to issue a press 
release right after the beach bash. Something will be placed in the fall Communicator and 
they will work with Mr. Arteaga on social media posts. Co-Chair Jacoby said he was told 
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the celebration could be featured in the February 2022 Communicator or as a special insert 
and he requested that the promotions working group draft something for the next meeting. 
Co-Chair Jacoby explained that the water bills are not yet set up for an insert and may be 
too spread out for anything other than general messaging. He said the 150th logo will be on 
the vehicle stickers and that 150th banners were also approved to go forward. He asked that 
the banners be in motion by the next meeting. Ms. Kelly said that since the hanging baskets 
took the place of banners in the Village Center, something else could perhaps be placed in 
vacant storefront windows. Co-Chair Jacoby suggested a 150th flag, similar to what had 
been done for a previous year’s celebration, in place of Village Center banners. 
 
Ms. Thomas discussed some of the ideas for promotional item giveaways. She said to some 
extent, the items will match the events, like the beach balls for the park district beach bash. 
There was discussion about how 150th-branded items might be sold. Ms. Yusim said the 
Chamber was interested in taking this on and she would explore with the board further. 
There was agreement that while some profit was possible, selling items would probably 
not be a big fundraiser.  
 
Co-Chair Canafax said the history working group had no update from the previous 
committee meeting.  
 
Co-Chair Jacoby presented a video of drone footage put together by a vendor who had be 
in contact with Ms. Drucker. There was discussion about the cost for a video and whether 
the vendor would also do production. If the vendor does not do production, someone would 
need to prepare a script and footage index and edit for narration and music. There was 
discussion whether a New Trier class or college class could do this. The committee agreed 
to pursue this idea further. 

 
 There was no report on school activities. Ms. Chow offered to follow up if someone would 

provide her with contacts. 
 
IV.  Discussion of Draft Calendar of Events 
 
 Co-Chair Jacoby asked staff to contact Winnetka and other village groups about the 

scheduling of the big event on September 10, 2022 to avoid any further scheduling 
conflicts.   

 
V.  Discussion of Next Meeting Date 
 
 Committee members discussed the next meeting date. In spite of one expected absence, the 

Committee agreed to meet on Thursday, September 23, 2021 at 3:00pm. 
 
VI.  Public Comment 
 

There was no public comment provided.  
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VII. Adjournment 
 

Mr. Swanson moved to adjourn the meeting. Ms. Yusim seconded the motion. All 
Committee members in attendance voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting. The meeting 
was adjourned at 4:41 p.m. 

 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 Lisa Roberts, AICP 
 Assistant Director of Community Development 
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TO DO LIST

Big Events Group

 Line up bands/performers etc. for the Big Event, Saturday, September 10, 2022. Invite guests of 
honor?

 Prepare a preliminary budget for Big Event.

 Decide whether to have a craft beer feature.

Public Improvement Group

 Work with Village Staff to accomplish the first three bullet points under the "Village Staff" 
heading.

 Talk to building owners adjacent to "Ouilmette Way" to see if they would be willing to allow 
murals to be affixed to their buildings.

 Develop a plan for the use of pavers to encourage residents' involvement and offset costs.

Public Art Group

 Provide Lisa Roberts with information regarding the proposed muralist so that she can distribute 
it to the Committee.

 Obtain a cost estimate for creating and installing the murals at "Ouilmette Way." Determine 
whether the murals would be painted directly on the building wall or whether there are 
alternatives.

 Arrange an ice carving and/or snow event (Saturday, February 12, 2022).

 Plan an art fair oriented toward Wilmette artists and kids.

Fundraising Group

 Identify potential sponsor(s) for Big Event. Banks? Chalet? Others?

 Work with Promotions Group to determine the type and content of communications soliciting 
funds from sponsors and residents.

Promotions Group

 Design street banners and identify vendor and cost.

 Plan other modes of publicity for the Village Center (since street banners probably can't be 
displayed in the Village Center). Determine whether any vacant store front owners will permit 
Sesquicentennial promotional material in their windows.

 Prepare opening press release.

 Draft a communication for February Communicator.

 Plan how to use water bills for communications.

 Plan the sale of Sesquicentennial‐themed items (shirts, caps, etc. with logo) if the Chamber of 
Commerce decides not to undertake this activity.
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 Work with the Fundraising group on donation‐solicitation materials.

History Group

 Proceed with plans previously reported.

Business Group/Julie Yusim

 Determine whether Chamber of Commerce or one of its members/merchants is interested in 
putting up the capital needed to purchase and sell promotional clothing and similar items and to 
head up this effort.

 Determine the dates for the Chamber's 2022 events and report them for inclusion on the 
Sesquicentennial calendar.

Village Staff

 Arrange for a landscape architect to assist the Committee in designing a 
beautification/environmental/tree project for the north side of Glenview Road between Locust 
and Skokie roads, keeping in mind the historical context (a revitalization of the Judge Kolman 
Memorial).

 Create a site plan for "Ouilmette Way" that will enable Commonwealth Edison to provide a cost 
for removing the utility poles.

 Get a cost estimate from Commonwealth Edison for removing the utility poles on Ouilmette 
Way.

 Advise Winnetka, Glencoe, St. Joseph Church, Michigan Shores Club of our September 10, 2022 
Big Event to avoid scheduling conflicts. Identify others who should be notified to avoid 
scheduling conflicts and notify them.
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