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           1200 Wilmette Avenue 

          WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 
            
 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE OF THE VILLAGE BOARD 
 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 31, 2017 
7:00 P. M. 

TRAINING ROOM, SECOND FLOOR 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
Members Present:  Trustee Julie Wolf, Chair 
    Trustee Cameron Krueger 
    Trustee Senta Plunkett 
 
Staff Present:  Michael Braiman, Assistant Village Manager 
    John Adler, Director of Community Development 
   
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Chair Julie Wolf called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m.  Committee 
members Cameron Krueger and Senta Plunkett were present. 

 
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES; ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE MEETING 

DECEMBER 16, 2015. 
 

Trustee Wolf directed the Committee’s attention to the draft minutes of the 
Administration Committee meeting of December 16, 2015 and asked for a 
correction to the minutes, noting that she had actually called the meeting 
to order on December 16, 2015. 

 
Trustee Krueger moved that the Committee approve the minutes as 
corrected. The motion was seconded by Trustee Plunkett.  No further 
discussion occurred on the motion. Voting yes: Trustees Krueger, Plunkett 
and Wolf.  Voting no:  none.  The motion carried. 
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III. DISCUSSION OF ENVIRONMENTAL AND ENERGY COMMISSION 
RECOMMENDATION TO BAN THE SALE AND USE OF COAL TAR 
SEALANTS WITHIN THE VILLAGE OF WILMETTE 

 
Trustee Wolf thanked everyone involved for their work and research 
regarding the proposed ban and use of coal tar. 
 
Michael Braiman, Assistant Village Manager, said at the December 13, 
2016 Village Board meeting, the Environmental and Energy Commission 
(EEC) presented its recommendation regarding the environmental 
dangers of coal tar sealants. During the Village Board meeting, there 
appeared to be consensus amongst the Village Board to proceed with an 
ordinance implementing coal tar regulations.  The intent of the meeting 
this evening is to review the proposed draft ordinance to prohibit the sale 
and use of coal tar sealant products within the Village.  He noted that 
there are no exemptions in the proposed ordinance so it would apply to all 
properties in the Village. 
 
Mr. Braiman said the ordinance does recommend banning the sale of coal 
tar. Staff reached out to local businesses and they indicated that they do 
not sell coal tar, and would not be adversely impacted by a ban on the 
sale of the product. 
 
One of the EEC’s recommendations was to license coal tar sealant 
contractors. He noted that the Village’s general contractor licensing 
requirements already require all contractors performing work in Wilmette 
to be licensed by the Village. A review of the Village’s current licensees 
indicates there are 25 paving/asphalt contractors licensed to perform work 
in Wilmette and staff will have reminders for them of what the code is 
regarding coal tar regulations. 
 
The ordinance does not require permits for seal coat maintenance. Permit 
requirements were considered by staff but determined not to be 
appropriate or effective for the following reasons: 
 

• Residential asphalt driveways are typically seal coated every three 
to four years, requiring permits for a maintenance activity would 
present a hardship to residents seeking to maintain their property. 

• Due to the number of asphalt driveways in the community, and the 
frequency at which they are sealed, the volume of permit activity for 
Community Development staff to review and process would be 
problematic with current staffing and permit activity levels. 

• Requiring permits for multi-family and commercial properties may 
disincentivize property owners from re-investing in an adequately 
maintaining their property. 
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The Village will utilize numerous methods to communicate with residents, 
business owners and contractors regarding the prohibition on coal tar 
sealants.  Such methods include but are not limited to direct mailings to 
contractors, business owners and homeowner associations, reminders 
when annual business license renewal forms are mailed, e-news, and the 
Village Communicator. 
 
Communication efforts will be supplemented by the Village’s Code 
Enforcement Officers who will proactively identify ongoing seal coat 
applications and confer with the contractor to ensure they are licensed and 
not utilizing coal tar. 
 
Per the draft ordinance, the fines for the use or sale of coal tar range from 
$250 for a first offense to $750 for a third offense within 12 months. 
 
Trustee Wolf asked how the ban would be communicated to people. 
 
Mr. Braiman said every year the Village sends out business license 
reminders and information regarding the coal tar ban would be included in 
that.  Staff would have reminders in the E-news and The Communicator 
as well as direct mailings to businesses and home owner associations. 
We would also have our Code Enforcement Officers proactively engage 
contractors in the field to make sure they are licensed and what the 
requirements are for coal tar. 
 
Trustee Wolf said she believed Winnetka and Highland Park both have 
bans on coal tar. 
 
Mr. Braiman said Winnetka passed their ban on coal tar in 2014 and 
Highland Park passed their ban in January of 2017. 
 
Trustee Krueger asked what Winnetka’s experience had been with the 
coal tar ban. 
 
John Adler, Director of Community Development, said he spoke with 
Winnetka’s Director of Public Works and in the past two years he has only 
had two calls questioning the ban. 
 
Trustee Krueger suggesting providing residents with alternatives to coal 
tar in future communications. 
 
Trustee Wolf asked if there was anyone present who would like to address 
the Committee. 
 
David Kanter, 342 Ruby St., Clarendon Hills said he is the attorney for 
Pavement Coatings Technology Council (PCTC) Trade association 
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representing companies which make coal tar sealants. He asked if the 
Village tested its stormwater for elements of coal tar.  
 
Mr. Braiman said no the Village has not done any testing. 
 
Mr. Kanter said it seems there is a solution in search of a problem as the 

 Village does not know if there is a problem as there has not been any
 tests for detected or problematic levels of it in any water source. Without 
 evidence of a problem, this seems to be premature. Sealant season 
 begins in mid-April. Winnetka banned coal tar and tested it after the ban 
 and found no coal tar in the stormwater. Simply because coal tar sealant 
 has coal tar in it doesn’t make it reason enough to ban the product. Mr. 
 Kanter identified a number of products readily available in Wilmette that 
 have  higher levels of PAH than in coal tar sealant. He requested that 
 PCTC be permitted to make a presentation to the Board prior to adopting 
 the ordinance. 

 
Greg Beitel said he is a resident of Elgin and he believes the issue is not 

 solely the water sources but the potential contamination of the 
 environment and impact of our houses. He believes it is clear that coal tar 
 sealants are  problematic for the environment. Testing stormwater would 
 not prove whether there is an environmental impact or potential 
 contamination. We  should not be applying products that have potentially 
 cancer causing chemicals. 

 
Peter Brackau, Brackau Sealcoating, said coal tar may be more 

 environmentally friendly than asphalt emulsion. Coal tar lasts three times 
 longer than the emulsion, delaying release into the environment. Asphalt 
 emulsion has a dirty, dingy appearance and attracts dirt, is not as forgiving 
 in bad weather, has longer dry time. Coal tar has been used for 60 plus 
 years and there has been no associated workers compensation cases or 
 detectable cancer.  

 
Nancy Hoying, 901 Forest, said over a year ago she started learning 

 about the dangers of coal tar sealants. The League of Women Voters 
 looked at what many other states and cities have done to ban the product 
 due to the dangers to our water source, children and health. As a 
 community member looking to have her driveway repaved, companies 
 indicated there was an alternative source which was not more costly and 
 had no difference in terms of performance. She believes the studies 
 reviewed by the EEC are in line and indicate a ban for coal tar. 

 
Chris Dunn, Chair of EEC, introduced Linda Kurtz, member of the EEC to 

 discuss the Commission’s research and recommendation. 
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Linda Kurtz, 117 16th St., is a resident and member of the Environmental 
 and Energy Commission. As a chemist, she stated that coal tars 
 associated PAHs are different than those in other products readily 
 available. Coal tar is classified as a carcinogen due to the known 
 compounds in the product. The EEC was concerned of the potential health 
 effects for children and the impact on stormwater which can impact 
 aquatic organisms. The EEC’s goal was to protect human health in the 
 Village and the entire environment. There is a higher incidence among the 
 sealant industry for cancer, it is difficult to make a direct correlation to the 
 use of coal tar but there is evidence of higher rates of cancer for those 
 who work with these products. 

 
Lali Watt, 811 Chilton, thanked the EEC for their enormous amount of 

 work when debating, discussing, calling experts, and reviewing hundreds 
 of pages of materials. She urges the Village to move forward with the coal 
 tar ban.  

 
Anne Finnegan, 930 Oakwood, said she previously worked as an 

 advertiser who worked on the anti-tobacco campaign. The entire State of 
 Minnesota has banned coal tar, the city of Milwaukee banned the product 
 yesterday due to the toxic impact of aquatic animals. Wilmette loves its 
 kids and coal tar sealant gets on children’s shoes, into the air, runs into 
 lawns. We can’t go back in time and fix the problem if we delay 
 implementation of the ban. 

 
Daniel Cohen, 930 Oakwood, said he supports the ban. While there is 

 uncertainty on the extent of the impact to the environment there is at 
 least a potential risk and there has not been proposed a downside to the  

ban. 
 
Jan Barshes, 1500 Sheridan Road, asked if the Village is considering 

 hiring  another code enforcement officer to ensure the ban is enforced. 
 
Mr. Braiman said at this point in time, there are no plans to hire an 

 additional Code Enforcement Officer. The Village reviews its staffing levels 
 every year as part of its budget process and if Community Development 
 identifies a problem enforcing the ordinances, we will review the staffing 
 levels, look at options and make a recommendation to the Village Board. 

 
Trudy Gibbs, 112 Hollywood Court, stated that sealing asphalt driveways 

 while common in Illinois is not common west of the Mississippi and is 
 mostly done for appearance purposes. 

 
David Kanter said there are no studies in medical literature which draws a 

 connection to human exposure to coal tar sealants and disease. There is 
 a movement by PCTC in collaboration with the University of Cincinnati to 
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 submit all of the data to an independent risk assessor to reach a 
 consensus on the impact of coal tar. 

 
Trustee Plunkett said she has not heard from any Wilmette residents who 
are against the ban or any Wilmette business that would be impacted by 
the ban. She is comfortable going ahead with the proposed ordinance 
since the community supports the ban. 
 
Trustee Krueger said he reviewed the EEC report and the scientific 

 articles are compelling. Wilmette does not need to become a superfund 
 site. He said he does sympathize with Mr. Kanter’s statement “is this a 
 solution looking for a problem?” The community has had that discussion in 
 the past on many issues. This is one of those first small steps that moves 
 the Village forward in solving environmental problems in our community. 

 
Trustee Wolf said the EEC has completed a thorough and convincing 

 review and the community has made it clear that they are supportive of 
 the coal tar ban. Based on the consensus amongst the Board, Committee 
 and EEC, it seems to make sense to move forward. She believes the 
 proposed ordinance is not too complicated to administer, not hard to 
 understand, and does the job. 

 
Trustee Plunkett moved to recommend adoption of the proposed 
ordinance to the Village Board, seconded by Trustee Krueger. No further 
discussion occurred on the motion.  Voting yes: Chair Wolf, Trustee 
Plunkett and Trustee Krueger.  Voting no: none. The Motion carried. 

 
VI. NEW BUSINESS 

 
Mr. Braiman said the membership for the Historic Preservation 

 Commission is nine and currently there are five Commission members.  
 The membership was previously increased to nine due to the amount of 
 extra work at the time but the work has since subsided and staff would like 
 to work with the Commission to see if five or seven members would be 
 appropriate. An ordinance would then be prepared to introduce to the 
 Village Board for adoption regarding the change in membership. 

 
Mr. Adler said the Commission’s responsibility is to review requests for 

 local landmarks and historic districts. 
 
Trustee Krueger said he is not entirely comfortable with a smaller group of 

 Commissioners reviewing historic districts. 
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Mr. Adler said the Village does not currently have any local historic 
 districts and the Code states that there must be 75% agreement with all 
 property owners in a certain area which is a daunting task and the final 
 request and approval must go to the Village Board. 

 
The Committee was agreeable to the suggestion of the membership 
change and introducing an ordinance to the Village Board following a 
discussion by Staff with the Historic Preservation Commission.  

 
VII. ADJOURNMENT 
 

At 8:06 p.m., Trustee Plunkett moved to adjourn the meeting.  The motion 
was seconded by Trustee Krueger.  No further discussion occurred on the 
motion.  Voting yes:  Chair Wolf, Trustee Krueger and Trustee Plunkett.  
Voting no: none. The Motion carried. The meeting was thereafter 
adjourned. 

 
       
    Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
    Barbara Hirsch 
    Deputy Village Clerk 
   


