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           1200 Wilmette Avenue 

          WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 
            
 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE OF THE VILLAGE BOARD 
 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2018 
6:15 P. M. 

TRAINING ROOM, SECOND FLOOR 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
Members Present:  Trustee Kathy Dodd, Chair 
    Trustee Julie Wolf 
    Trustee Joel Kurzman 
 
Staff Present:  Michael Braiman, Assistant Village Manager 
    John Adler, Director of Community Development 
 
Guests:    Jeff Axelrod 
   
I. CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Kathy Dodd called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m.  Committee 
members Julie Wolf and Joel Kurzman were present. 

 
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES; ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE MEETING 

JANUARY 31, 2017. 
Trustee Dodd directed the Committee’s attention to the draft minutes of 
the Administration Committee meeting of January 31, 2017. 

 
Trustee Wolf moved that the Committee approve the minutes as 
corrected. The motion was seconded by Trustee Kurzman.  No further 
discussion occurred on the motion. Voting yes: Trustees Dodd, Wolf and 
Kurzman.  Voting no:  none.  The motion carried. 
 

III. DISCUSSION OF REFERRAL OF GREEN INITIATIVES  
Assistant Village Manager Braiman summarized the items that will be 
referred to the EEC for further discussion and research. These items 
include the Greenest Region Compact, the Chicago Climate Charter, and 
the Climate Mayors Compact.  
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 Greenest Region Compact 

The Greenest Region Compact is a regional strategic approach managed by 
the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus to coordinate community sustainability 
actions. By participating in the compact, communities pledge to take action 
to conserve energy, protect air and water quality, reduce waste, and be a 
steward of natural resources. The EEC will be tasked with reviewing the 
compact’s goals and identifying those which are appropriate for the Village 
to pursue. The EEC will work cooperatively with staff to review and 
implement the compact’s initiatives, and is encouraged to reach out to 
community organizations such as Go Green Wilmette for assistance. 

 
 Chicago Climate Charter & Climate Mayors 

Both of these charters were created in response to the United States’ 
decision to exit the Paris Climate Accord. The charters provide a framework 
that municipalities may utilize to meet environmental goals. The EEC will be 
asked to review the Chicago Charter and Climate Mayors to determine the 
following: 

 
• Identify the requirements and impacts to the Village of joining these 

organizations 
• Make a recommendation to the Village Board regarding participation in 

both  
 

Mr. Braiman stated that it has historically been the Village’s practice to 
implement green initiatives wherever practical and in a cost effective 
manner. Generally, initiatives which require the use of taxpayer dollars and 
do not result in a corresponding cost savings have not been pursued. 
Consistent with this policy, staff is recommending that the Administration 
Committee refer the Greenest Region Compact, Chicago Climate Charter 
and Climate Mayors Compact to the EEC with the following guidelines: 

 
• The Village does not intend to hire a full-time employee to coordinate 

environmental efforts or implement new initiatives  
 

• The impact on existing staff time must be considered and additional 
workload for staff should not detract from other essential job functions 

 
• Work must be performed within existing budget allocations; any 

new/additional expenses should be requested during the Village’s annual 
budget process 

 
Trustee Wolf asked about how they could communicate about these topics 
at the upcoming Going Green Matters event. Trustee Wolf then suggested 
the items could be addressed by Village staff in attendance at the event, 
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and to inform event goers that more details on these items would be 
available soon. 
 
Trustee Dodd asked if there are small budgetary issues in relation to these 
topics and when should that request be made. 
 
Trustee Kurzman inquired about how common is it for municipalities to 
have a full-time sustainability coordinator position. Mr. Braiman responded 
that it was uncommon in most organizations.  

 
Trustee Wolf made a motion to refer the environmental initiatives to the 
EEC with the parameters as identified by staff. The motion was seconded 
by Trustee Kurzman. Voting yes:  Chair Dodd, Trustee Kurzman and 
Trustee Wolf. Voting no: none. The Motion carried.  

 
VI. NEW BUSINESS 

Mr. Braiman stated that on a future Administration Committee agenda, the 
Committee may wish to review the membership composition of the 
Historic Preservation Commission to determine the appropriate number of 
members- currently the Code requires nine members whereas a number 
of other boards and commissions require five or seven members. The 
Committee asked staff to discuss the matter with the Historic Preservation 
Commission for their input on the matter. 

 
VII. Public Comments 

Jeff Axelrod discussed how the HPC will have an effect on everyone in 
Wilmette and mentioned that there would be people interested in 
volunteering. Mr. Axelrod suggested the Village Manager’s Office should 
be proactive in publicizing that the commission remains unfilled. 

 
VII. ADJOURNMENT 

At 6:27 p.m., Trustee Wolf moved to adjourn the meeting.  The motion 
was seconded by Trustee Kurzman.  No further discussion occurred on 
the motion.  Voting yes:  Chair Dodd, Trustee Kurzman and Trustee Wolf. 
Voting no: none. The Motion carried. The meeting was thereafter 
adjourned. 

 
       
    Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
    Barbara Hirsch 
    Deputy Village Clerk 
   


