1200 Wilmette Avenue
Wilmette, IL 60091
OFFICE OF THE
VILLAGE MANAGER

(847) 853-7509
Fax (847) 853-7700
TDD (847) 853-7634

NOTICE OF MEETING
ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE OF THE
BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF WILMETTE
Tuesday, February 13, 2018 at 6:00 P.M.
Village Board Conference Room, Wilmette Village Hall
1200 Wilmette Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois

AGENDA
I.

Call to Order

II.

Approval of Minutes
Minutes of the Administration Committee meeting of January 31, 2017.

III.

Discuss Referral of the Following Items to the Environmental and Energy
Commission:
•
•
•

IV.

Greenest Region Compact
Review and recommendation concerning participation in the Chicago
Climate Charter
Review and recommendation concerning participation in Climate Mayors

New Business
•

Upcoming meeting: Review of Historic Preservation Commission goals and
membership

V.

Public Comment

VI.

Adjournment

IF YOU ARE A PERSON WITH A DISABILITY AND NEED SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS TO PARTICIPATE
IN AND/OR ATTEND A VILLAGE OF WILMETTE PUBLIC MEETING, PLEASE NOTIFY THE VILLAGE
MANAGER’S OFFICE AT (847) 853-7509 OR TDD (847) 853-7634 AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.
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1200 Wilmette Avenue
WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040

MEETING MINUTES
ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE OF THE VILLAGE BOARD
TUESDAY, JANUARY 31, 2017
7:00 P. M.
TRAINING ROOM, SECOND FLOOR
________________________________________________________________
Members Present:

Trustee Julie Wolf, Chair
Trustee Cameron Krueger
Trustee Senta Plunkett

Staff Present:

Michael Braiman, Assistant Village Manager
John Adler, Director of Community Development

I.

CALL TO ORDER
Chair Julie Wolf called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m. Committee
members Cameron Krueger and Senta Plunkett were present.

II.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES; ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE MEETING
DECEMBER 16, 2015.
Trustee Wolf directed the Committee’s attention to the draft minutes of the
Administration Committee meeting of December 16, 2015 and asked for a
correction to the minutes, noting that she had actually called the meeting
to order on December 16, 2015.
Trustee Krueger moved that the Committee approve the minutes as
corrected. The motion was seconded by Trustee Plunkett. No further
discussion occurred on the motion. Voting yes: Trustees Krueger, Plunkett
and Wolf. Voting no: none. The motion carried.
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DISCUSSION OF ENVIRONMENTAL AND ENERGY COMMISSION
RECOMMENDATION TO BAN THE SALE AND USE OF COAL TAR
SEALANTS WITHIN THE VILLAGE OF WILMETTE
Trustee Wolf thanked everyone involved for their work and research
regarding the proposed ban and use of coal tar.
Michael Braiman, Assistant Village Manager, said at the December 13,
2016 Village Board meeting, the Environmental and Energy Commission
(EEC) presented its recommendation regarding the environmental
dangers of coal tar sealants. During the Village Board meeting, there
appeared to be consensus amongst the Village Board to proceed with an
ordinance implementing coal tar regulations. The intent of the meeting
this evening is to review the proposed draft ordinance to prohibit the sale
and use of coal tar sealant products within the Village. He noted that
there are no exemptions in the proposed ordinance so it would apply to all
properties in the Village.
Mr. Braiman said the ordinance does recommend banning the sale of coal
tar. Staff reached out to local businesses and they indicated that they do
not sell coal tar, and would not be adversely impacted by a ban on the
sale of the product.
One of the EEC’s recommendations was to license coal tar sealant
contractors. He noted that the Village’s general contractor licensing
requirements already require all contractors performing work in Wilmette
to be licensed by the Village. A review of the Village’s current licensees
indicates there are 25 paving/asphalt contractors licensed to perform work
in Wilmette and staff will have reminders for them of what the code is
regarding coal tar regulations.
The ordinance does not require permits for seal coat maintenance. Permit
requirements were considered by staff but determined not to be
appropriate or effective for the following reasons:





Residential asphalt driveways are typically seal coated every three
to four years, requiring permits for a maintenance activity would
present a hardship to residents seeking to maintain their property.
Due to the number of asphalt driveways in the community, and the
frequency at which they are sealed, the volume of permit activity for
Community Development staff to review and process would be
problematic with current staffing and permit activity levels.
Requiring permits for multi-family and commercial properties may
disincentivize property owners from re-investing in an adequately
maintaining their property.
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The Village will utilize numerous methods to communicate with residents,
business owners and contractors regarding the prohibition on coal tar
sealants. Such methods include but are not limited to direct mailings to
contractors, business owners and homeowner associations, reminders
when annual business license renewal forms are mailed, e-news, and the
Village Communicator.
Communication efforts will be supplemented by the Village’s Code
Enforcement Officers who will proactively identify ongoing seal coat
applications and confer with the contractor to ensure they are licensed and
not utilizing coal tar.
Per the draft ordinance, the fines for the use or sale of coal tar range from
$250 for a first offense to $750 for a third offense within 12 months.
Trustee Wolf asked how the ban would be communicated to people.
Mr. Braiman said every year the Village sends out business license
reminders and information regarding the coal tar ban would be included in
that. Staff would have reminders in the E-news and The Communicator
as well as direct mailings to businesses and home owner associations.
We would also have our Code Enforcement Officers proactively engage
contractors in the field to make sure they are licensed and what the
requirements are for coal tar.
Trustee Wolf said she believed Winnetka and Highland Park both have
bans on coal tar.
Mr. Braiman said Winnetka passed their ban on coal tar in 2014 and
Highland Park passed their ban in January of 2017.
Trustee Krueger asked what Winnetka’s experience had been with the
coal tar ban.
John Adler, Director of Community Development, said he spoke with
Winnetka’s Director of Public Works and in the past two years he has only
had two calls questioning the ban.
Trustee Krueger suggesting providing residents with alternatives to coal
tar in future communications.
Trustee Wolf asked if there was anyone present who would like to address
the Committee.
David Kanter, 342 Ruby St., Clarendon Hills said he is the attorney for
Pavement Coatings Technology Council (PCTC) Trade association
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representing companies which make coal tar sealants. He asked if the
Village tested its stormwater for elements of coal tar.
Mr. Braiman said no the Village has not done any testing.
Mr. Kanter said it seems there is a solution in search of a problem as the
Village does not know if there is a problem as there has not been any
tests for detected or problematic levels of it in any water source. Without
evidence of a problem, this seems to be premature. Sealant season
begins in mid-April. Winnetka banned coal tar and tested it after the ban
and found no coal tar in the stormwater. Simply because coal tar sealant
has coal tar in it doesn’t make it reason enough to ban the product. Mr.
Kanter identified a number of products readily available in Wilmette that
have higher levels of PAH than in coal tar sealant. He requested that
PCTC be permitted to make a presentation to the Board prior to adopting
the ordinance.
Greg Beitel said he is a resident of Elgin and he believes the issue is not
solely the water sources but the potential contamination of the
environment and impact of our houses. He believes it is clear that coal tar
sealants are problematic for the environment. Testing stormwater would
not prove whether there is an environmental impact or potential
contamination. We should not be applying products that have potentially
cancer causing chemicals.
Peter Brackau, Brackau Sealcoating, said coal tar may be more
environmentally friendly than asphalt emulsion. Coal tar lasts three times
longer than the emulsion, delaying release into the environment. Asphalt
emulsion has a dirty, dingy appearance and attracts dirt, is not as forgiving
in bad weather, has longer dry time. Coal tar has been used for 60 plus
years and there has been no associated workers compensation cases or
detectable cancer.
Nancy Hoying, 901 Forest, said over a year ago she started learning
about the dangers of coal tar sealants. The League of Women Voters
looked at what many other states and cities have done to ban the product
due to the dangers to our water source, children and health. As a
community member looking to have her driveway repaved, companies
indicated there was an alternative source which was not more costly and
had no difference in terms of performance. She believes the studies
reviewed by the EEC are in line and indicate a ban for coal tar.
Chris Dunn, Chair of EEC, introduced Linda Kurtz, member of the EEC to
discuss the Commission’s research and recommendation.
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Linda Kurtz, 117 16th St., is a resident and member of the Environmental
and Energy Commission. As a chemist, she stated that coal tars
associated PAHs are different than those in other products readily
available. Coal tar is classified as a carcinogen due to the known
compounds in the product. The EEC was concerned of the potential health
effects for children and the impact on stormwater which can impact
aquatic organisms. The EEC’s goal was to protect human health in the
Village and the entire environment. There is a higher incidence among the
sealant industry for cancer, it is difficult to make a direct correlation to the
use of coal tar but there is evidence of higher rates of cancer for those
who work with these products.
Lali Watt, 811 Chilton, thanked the EEC for their enormous amount of
work when debating, discussing, calling experts, and reviewing hundreds
of pages of materials. She urges the Village to move forward with the coal
tar ban.
Anne Finnegan, 930 Oakwood, said she previously worked as an
advertiser who worked on the anti-tobacco campaign. The entire State of
Minnesota has banned coal tar, the city of Milwaukee banned the product
yesterday due to the toxic impact of aquatic animals. Wilmette loves its
kids and coal tar sealant gets on children’s shoes, into the air, runs into
lawns. We can’t go back in time and fix the problem if we delay
implementation of the ban.
Daniel Cohen, 930 Oakwood, said he supports the ban. While there is
uncertainty on the extent of the impact to the environment there is at
least a potential risk and there has not been proposed a downside to the
ban.
Jan Barshes, 1500 Sheridan Road, asked if the Village is considering
hiring another code enforcement officer to ensure the ban is enforced.
Mr. Braiman said at this point in time, there are no plans to hire an
additional Code Enforcement Officer. The Village reviews its staffing levels
every year as part of its budget process and if Community Development
identifies a problem enforcing the ordinances, we will review the staffing
levels, look at options and make a recommendation to the Village Board.
Trudy Gibbs, 112 Hollywood Court, stated that sealing asphalt driveways
while common in Illinois is not common west of the Mississippi and is
mostly done for appearance purposes.
David Kanter said there are no studies in medical literature which draws a
connection to human exposure to coal tar sealants and disease. There is
a movement by PCTC in collaboration with the University of Cincinnati to
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submit all of the data to an independent risk assessor to reach a
consensus on the impact of coal tar.
Trustee Plunkett said she has not heard from any Wilmette residents who
are against the ban or any Wilmette business that would be impacted by
the ban. She is comfortable going ahead with the proposed ordinance
since the community supports the ban.
Trustee Krueger said he reviewed the EEC report and the scientific
articles are compelling. Wilmette does not need to become a superfund
site. He said he does sympathize with Mr. Kanter’s statement “is this a
solution looking for a problem?” The community has had that discussion in
the past on many issues. This is one of those first small steps that moves
the Village forward in solving environmental problems in our community.
Trustee Wolf said the EEC has completed a thorough and convincing
review and the community has made it clear that they are supportive of
the coal tar ban. Based on the consensus amongst the Board, Committee
and EEC, it seems to make sense to move forward. She believes the
proposed ordinance is not too complicated to administer, not hard to
understand, and does the job.
Trustee Plunkett moved to recommend adoption of the proposed
ordinance to the Village Board, seconded by Trustee Krueger. No further
discussion occurred on the motion. Voting yes: Chair Wolf, Trustee
Plunkett and Trustee Krueger. Voting no: none. The Motion carried.
VI.

NEW BUSINESS
Mr. Braiman said the membership for the Historic Preservation
Commission is nine and currently there are five Commission members.
The membership was previously increased to nine due to the amount of
extra work at the time but the work has since subsided and staff would like
to work with the Commission to see if five or seven members would be
appropriate. An ordinance would then be prepared to introduce to the
Village Board for adoption regarding the change in membership.
Mr. Adler said the Commission’s responsibility is to review requests for
local landmarks and historic districts.
Trustee Krueger said he is not entirely comfortable with a smaller group of
Commissioners reviewing historic districts.
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Mr. Adler said the Village does not currently have any local historic
districts and the Code states that there must be 75% agreement with all
property owners in a certain area which is a daunting task and the final
request and approval must go to the Village Board.
The Committee was agreeable to the suggestion of the membership
change and introducing an ordinance to the Village Board following a
discussion by Staff with the Historic Preservation Commission.
VII.

ADJOURNMENT
At 8:06 p.m., Trustee Plunkett moved to adjourn the meeting. The motion
was seconded by Trustee Krueger. No further discussion occurred on the
motion. Voting yes: Chair Wolf, Trustee Krueger and Trustee Plunkett.
Voting no: none. The Motion carried. The meeting was thereafter
adjourned.

Respectfully Submitted,

Barbara Hirsch
Deputy Village Clerk
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Date:

February 8, 2018

To:

Village Board Administration Committee

From:

Michael Braiman, Assistant Village Manager

Subject:

Referral of Projects to the Environmental & Energy Commission

On February 13th the Administration Committee is scheduled to meet to refer the following
items to the Environmental & Energy Commission (EEC):
•
•
•

Greenest Region Compact
Chicago Climate Charter
Climate Mayors

Greenest Region Compact
The Greenest Region Compact is a regional strategic approach managed by the
Metropolitan Mayors Caucus to coordinate community sustainability actions. By
participating in the compact, communities pledge to take action to conserve energy,
protect air and water quality, reduce waste, and be a steward of natural resources. The
EEC will be tasked with reviewing the compact’s goals and identifying which are
appropriate for the Village to pursue. The EEC will work cooperatively with staff to review
and implement the compact’s initiatives, and is encouraged to reach out to community
organizations such as Go Green Wilmette for assistance.
Chicago Climate Charter & Climate Mayors
Both of these charters were created in response to the United States decision to exit the
Paris Climate Accord. The charters provide a framework that municipalities may utilize to
meet environmental goals. The EEC will be asked to review the Chicago Charter and
Climate Mayors to determine the following:
•
•

Identify the requirements and impacts to the Village of joining these organizations
Make a recommendation to the Village Board regarding participation in both

Staff is recommending that the Administration Committee refer the above items to the
EEC with the following guidelines:
•

The Village does not intend to hire a full-time employee to coordinate
environmental efforts or implement new initiatives

•

The impact on existing staff time must be considered and additional workload for
staff should not detract from other essential job functions

•

Work must be performed within existing budget allocations; any new/additional
expenses should be requested during the Village’s annual budget process

For the Committee’s reference, the following documents are attached:
•
•
•

Greenest Region Compact summary by the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus
Chicago Climate Charter
Climate Mayors Website link: www.climatemayors.org

Daniel J. McLaughlin
Mayor, Village of Orland Park
Executive Board Chairman
Rahm Emanuel
Mayor, City of Chicago
Executive Board Vice Chairman
Jim Holland
Mayor, Village of Frankfort
Executive Board Secretary

The Greenest Region Compact 2 – A Regional Strategic Plan for Environmental Sustainability
The Metropolitan Mayors Caucus (Caucus) is working to align environmental issues, resources, and
actions at the local, regional and national levels to guide municipalities to achieve meaningful and
measureable environmental sustainability. The Greenest Region Compact 2 (GRC2) provides a template
sustainability plan to align the work of diverse communities and achieve greater regional impacts.
We will engage mayors in the common sustainability goals through the GRC2; encourage and assist
them in taking action; measure their progress; and applaud their success. Ultimately, this plan will
connect essential financial and technical resources to move sustainability goals to successful completion.
The Caucus seeks support to complete this framework and support implementation.
The Greenest Region Compact Update
In solidarity with then Mayor Daley’s dream to lead Chicago to become the greenest city, 96 Caucus
member communities signed on to the original Greenest Region Compact in 2007. They pledged to take
action to conserve energy; protect air and water quality; reduce waste and steward natural resources.
With Chicago Community Trust (Trust) support, the Caucus conducted fundamental research to enable a
strategic update of the original Greenest Region Compact. This work was done in 3 steps:
1. A survey was conducted of original Greenest Region Compact adopters. Those who took the
pledge showed greater environmental achievements than other communities.
2. An objective inventory of environmental achievements by all the communities in the region
identified existing priority areas. These 95 types of achievements demonstrate that real
progress towards environmental sustainability is being made by communities of all sizes and
demographics. These achievements are mapped here.
3. Thirty of the local sustainability plans, and 7 regional or national sustainability documents were
analyzed to identify common, consensus goals.
See details in the full report, Greenest Region Compact: Opportunities + Impact.

City of Chicago ∙ DuPage Mayors and Managers Conference ∙ Lake County Municipal League ∙ McHenry County Council of Governments
Metro West Council of Governments ∙ Northwest Municipal Conference ∙ South Suburban Mayors and Managers Association
Southwest Conference of Mayors ∙ West Central Municipal Conference ∙ Will County Governmental League
233 South Wacker Drive, Suite 800, Chicago, Illinois 60606
Tel: 312.201.4505
Fax: 312.454.0411
www.mayorscaucus.org

Analysis of Regional and National Sustainability Goals

The resulting draft framework is a synthesis of nearly 1100 environmental sustainability goals from the
simplest local plan to the prestigious STAR Community Rating System. It is currently being refined with
input from stakeholders and partners. This outreach phase, now underway, is supported by the Trust.
The framework will be populated with specific strategies that will guide communities from initial steps
to sustained accomplishment in each of the 9 categories in the GRC2 Consensus Framework. These
strategies will be tied to existing programs, when possible such as Safe Routes to Schools, Green Power
Communities, the Community Resiliency Framework and more. Goals that can leverage technical
assistance, tools and resources will be prioritized.
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DRAFT GREENEST REGION COMPACT 2 CONSENSUS FRAME WORK

Municipalities will be asked to formally adopt the GRC2 and excellent participation across the region is
expected. We will encourage and assist communities by directing technical assistance and financial
resource to GRC2 adopters. Projects will be implemented by leveraging resources.
Finally, outcomes will be measured to show real progress towards environmental sustainability in
communities and across the region. A recognition program will be crafted to encourage communities to
strive and will applaud their efforts at all levels.
This strategic alignment is illustrated with the issue of solar energy:





Achievements
o 170 communities took steps to support renewable energy
Goals
o Local - 30% of sustainability plans seek locally generated renewable energy
o State Renewable Portfolio Standard- increase renewable energy in Illinois 115% by 2030
o Federal – Clean Power Plan targets 30% reduction in carbon emissions
GRC2 Proposed Actions
o Adopt zoning policies and ordinances to support local renewable energy infrastructure
o Install and operate photovoltaic systems to power public facilities
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Resources to Leverage
o Power purchase agreements that use tax incentives to provide affordable solar energy
o Illinois Power Agency’s investment in renewable energy credits
o Incentives from the Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity
o Grants from the Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation
Indicators
o Kilowatts of local renewable energy produced
o Number of homes and businesses operating photovoltaic systems
o Dollars of private investment leveraged
o Participation in the US EPA Green Power Community program

A Regional Strategic Plan for Environmental Sustainability
The GRC2 is a strategic approach that will achieve coordinated sustainability actions by municipalities
across the region. It is uniquely positioned for success because:


It incorporates what communities are already doing. For example, 103 communities already
have farmer’s markets and about 1/3 of national and local sustainability plans have local food
goals. These common initiatives, in aggregate and aligned with higher goals, demonstrate that
sustainability is accessible to most communities and meaningful.



It will target the more than 200 communities that are currently showing moderate
achievements and encourage them to strive. The highest achievers will become teachers.



Local sustainability goals link to CMAP’s Go To 2040 and lead a path the STAR Community Rating
System reinforcing the value of aligned efforts.



The synthesis of 37 plans into the consensus GRC2 framework captures the collective wisdom
and efforts of the residents, leaders, and sustainability professionals who created them.



GRC2 recommended actions will be pragmatic and achievable. Strategies will be advanced that
reduce the cost of government operations and measurably improve quality of life.



Existing programs offered to municipalities by public agencies and non-profit organizations will
be integrated and bolstered. GRC2 will not duplicate efforts.



The GRC2 will be structured to encourage communities to enter the program and take small
steps, then greater steps towards sustainability. Recognition will be tiered to continuously
challenge communities.



It capitalizes on the skills and experience the Caucus has in coordinating environmental action
through Clean Air Counts and strategically managing sub-grants to communities to document
substantial regional results.

For more information on the Greenest Region Compact 2, contact Edith Makra, Director of
Environmental Initiatives, 312-201-4506, emakra@mayorscaucus.org and visit
http://mayorscaucus.org/initiatives/environment/regional-environmental-collaboration/
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