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V I L L A G E   O F   W I L M E T T E 
1200 Wilmette Avenue 

WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 

 

MEETING MINUTES  

 

APPEARANCE REVIEW COMMISSION 

 

MONDAY, APRIL 1, 2019  

7:30 P.M. 

VILLAGE BOARD CONFERENCE ROOM 

 

 

Members Present: Charles Smith, Chairman  

Nada Andric 

Richard Brill 

Devan Castellano 

Mason Miller  

 

Members Absent:  Jeffery Saad  

 

Guests: Nick Hynes, 1167 Wilmette Avenue 

 Mike Chookaszian, 1167 Wilmette Avenue 

 Lukas Cholodecki, 1167 Wilmette Avenue 

 Mike Piskule, 444 Skokie Boulevard 

 Tina Pickell, 444 Skokie Boulevard 

 

Staff Present:  Lucas Sivertsen, Business Development Coordinator 
 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mr. Smith called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES; APPEARANCE REVIEW COMMISSION MEETING 

OF MARCH 4, 2019. 

 

Mr. Brill moved to approve the March 4, 2019 meeting minutes.  The motion was seconded 

by Mr. Miller.  Voting yes:  Chairman Smith and Commissioners Andric, Brill, Castellano, 

and Miller.  Voting no: none.  The motion carried. 
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III. CONTINUANCE 

 

Mr. Miller moved continue Case 2018-AR-31, 505 Skokie Boulevard to the May 6 

meeting.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Andric.  Voting yes:  Chairman Smith and 

Commissioners Andric, Brill, Castellano, and Miller.  Voting no: none.  The motion 

carried. 

 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Ms. Andric moved to approve an Appearance Review Certificate for Case 2019-AR-09, 

143 Skokie Boulevard, 5b2f Akira Sushi.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Miller.  Voting 

yes:  Chairman Smith and Commissioners Andric, Brill, Castellano, and Miller.  Voting no: 

none.  The motion carried. 

 

V. CASES 

 

2018-AR-39 1167 Wilmette Restaurant, LLC. 

1167 Wilmette Avenue Appearance Review Certificate & Sign Variation 
 

Mr. Smith swore in everyone who wished to speak on Case 2018-AR-39. 

 

Mr. Nick Hynes said they were requesting approval for their proposed signage on the front 

and side of their new restaurant.  The wall on the inside of the restaurant is decorated with a 

barn wood style design.  They would like to extend that design to the exterior of the 

building above the front entrance.  The wooden boards would be treated with a fire 

retardant coating.  The boards will be painted and artificially weathered to give them a barn 

wood look.  The signs would be attached to the boards with pin mounts.  All of the conduit 

for the signs will be behind the exterior wall and would not be visible from the exterior.  

The metal exterior will be painted black to match the original design of the building.  The 

planters will be tuckpointed and repainted black.  The wall along Central Avenue will be 

white washed, which will help hide some of the imperfections along the wall.  They would 

then paint a sign on that wall which would not exceed the 30% coverage requirement. 

 

Mr. Smith said the written proposal in the packet stated they were not only painting the 

metal at the entrance with black paint, but also the entrances off of Central with black 

paint.  He asked the applicant to confirm that was still their intent. 

 

Mr. Hynes confirmed that was still the proposal. 

 

Ms. Andric asked how they chose to white wash only that portion of the wall. 

 

Mr. Hynes said there were imperfections along the wall.  There was also a line going across 

the wall separating the first and second floors.  They used that line as a delineation for the 

white wash. 
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Mr. Smith said the top limit of the white washed wall keeps the datum across the street 

frontage.  By delineating the white washing as proposed they will reinforce that existing 

datum. 

 

Mr. Smith asked the applicant about their light fixtures. 

 

Mr. Hynes said they are trying to match the original décor of the building with a traditional 

light fixture.  They will use an LED bulb that they could replace as needed. 

 

Ms. Andric asked if the lights would be on all night. 

 

Mr. Hynes said they would turn the light off a night. 

 

Mr. Sivertsen said the lights would need to turn off from midnight to 6 am per code. 

 

Mr. Miller asked about the detail of the wooden boards as they meet with the brick wall on 

either side. 

 

Mr. Hynes said it would be flush with a small corner piece to return to the brick.  He said 

their contractor uses a wire brush to provide a weathered look to the wood. 

 

Mr. Sivertsen showed the commission a sample of the wood provided by the applicant. 

 

Ms. Castellano asked how they would attach the wood to the building. 

 

Mr. Hynes said the existing metal facia would be removed.  They would then insulate the 

area behind the facia and seal it up with the new wood panel. 

 

Mr. Brill said he thinks the restaurant is going to be a real asset to the Village.  He just 

though the size of the Pescadero letters seemed large when compared to other signs in the 

area.  He asked if there was any way to reduce the size of the letters a little bit. 

 

Mr. Hynes said he would need to check with their sign contactor and graphic designer. 

 

Mr. Chookaszian said he thought a smaller sign would look awkward on the storefront. 

 

Mr. Smith said the bus stop in front of the restaurant is already blocking a portion of the 

sign.  Making it smaller might further hinder the sign visibility. 

 

Mr. Sivertsen said in speaking with the sign contractor, the lettering was laid out to 

accommodate the angled fascia of the sign band.  Making the lettering smaller would throw 

off the horizontal spacing of the lettering.  It was his understanding that the configuration 

of the angled fascia was the constraint in designing the sign. 

 

Mr. Smith asked the applicant the reasoning for having two signs so close to each other. 
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Mr. Chookaszian said the wall along Central Avenue was massive.  He though the white 

washed wall with graphics on it added to the façade. 

 

Mr. Smith asked if the door on Central just behind the bus stop was an entrance as well. 

 

Mr. Hynes said it was a service and fire exit and would not serve as their front door. 

 

Mr. Smith said the foyer inside the front entrance looked cramped.  He asked for the 

occupancy of the restaurant. 

 

Mr. Cholodecki said he thought the occupancy would be around 70 people. 

 

Mr. Hynes said they will have a side waiting area which is something they don’t have at 

their other restaurant, Napolita.  They will be able to fit about 6-7 people in the side waiting 

area. 

 

Ms. Andric asked the applicant what they intended to do with the existing built-in planters 

at the entrance. 

 

Mr. Hynes said they were going to re-tuckpoint the planters and paint them black to match 

the existing.  They would place seasonal plantings in the planters. 

 

Mr. Miller asked if the joints of the wooden boards above the entrance would be tongue 

and groove. 

 

Mr. Hynes said the joints would be tongue and groove so the joints will be very tight and 

smooth. 

 

Mr. Smith asked what color of paint they propose to use for the painted wall sign. 

 

Mr. Hynes said the lettering would be black and the fish logo would be in color.  He said 

they used an artist to do a similar wall painting at one of their other restaurants. 

 

Mr. Smith asked if there was another Pescadero restaurant.  He wondered why they 

included Wilmette in the sign. 

 

Mr. Cholodecki said when they advertise outside of Wilmette they like to let others know 

their restaurants are located in Wilmette.  It was part of their branding. 

 

Ms. Andric asked when they were planning to open. 

 

Mr. Hynes said they were hoping to be open by April 17. 
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Mr. Smith went through the standards of review.  He felt the materials used were consistent 

around the entire proposed façade.  The design was not excessively similar or dissimilar to 

other buildings in the area.  He felt the petitioner provided a satisfactory response to the 

Commission’s initial concern over the size of the channel letters. 

 

Findings 

The Commission found the request was consistent with the character and appearance of the 

surrounding area.  The large expanse and imperfections in the existing brick wall was a 

unique condition.  The proposed white washing and painted graphics will help provide 

interest to the wall. 

 

Decision 

Mr. Miller moved to approve Case 2018-AR-39, 1167 Wilmette Avenue, Pescadero for an 

Appearance Review Certificate to remodel the storefront including painting, tuck-pointing, 

and installing signage, and a recommendation to grant a sign variation to display a wall 

sign that is painted directly on an exterior wall of the building, based on the plans as 

submitted.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Castellano.  Voting yes: Chairman Smith and 

Commissioners Andric, Brill, Castellano, and Miller.  Voting no: none.  The motion 

carried. 

 

Ms. Andric moved to authorize Chairman Smith to prepare the case report for Case 2018-

AR-39.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Brill.  Voting yes: Chairman Smith and 

Commissioners Andric, Brill, Castellano, and Miller.  Voting no: none.  The motion 

carried. 
 

 

2019-AR-11 Orren Pickell Design Group 

444 Skokie Boulevard Appearance Review Certificate 
 

Mr. Sivertsen called Case 2019-AR-11, 444 Skokie Boulevard, Orren Pickell Design 

Group, requesting an Appearance Review Certificate to construct a first floor enclosure, 

replace a front canopy, and remodel the building exterior with new finish materials and 

paint. 

 

Mr. Mike Piskule said they were looking to clad the exterior of the building to bring it up to 

current appearance standards.  The curved dry-vit bump-outs will be removed.  The 

existing building is a single beige color.  They want to move the building to more of a gray 

tone.  They propose painting the upper portion of the building, a light taupe gray and the 

lower portions will be clad in a Fundermax laminate panel.  They are hoping to visually 

“ground” the building and think these materials will help accomplish that goal.  He noted 

that they are not proposing to clad the existing columns within the structure, only the ones 

at the perimeter of the building. 

 

Ms. Andric asked if they were concerned with the columns being chipped by cars. 
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Mr. Piskule said they are not proposing the cladding to protect the columns.  They are only 

proposed as a visual improvement.  The columns are actually steel with a concrete surround 

so they are not concerned with the structural integrity if the concrete is chipped. 

 

Mr. Smith asked Mr. Piskule to provide additional detail on the canopy. 

 

Mr. Piskule said the canopy is a pre-manufactured canopy.  They would like to use the 

canopy as a rain screen, but there is also an option of a sunscreen as well.  There is an 

existing roof drain that they could tie into.  The existing canopy would be removed. 

 

Mr. Smith said as designed, the canopy would hold snow loads.  He was concerned over 

the structural support of the wall, which the canopy is suspended from. 

 

Mr. Piskule said the outermost portion of the wall is dri-vit however, behind it, is a steel 

stud, and then a larger steel substructure which they could tie into if need be.  He admits 

that some of those structural details will be worked out with the manufacturer, but he is 

confident the existing wall will support the canopy. 

 

Mr. Smith asked if there was any lighting attached to the canopy. 

 

Mr. Piskule said at this point they were not proposing any lighting. 

 

Ms. Andric asked if they considered how to illuminate the entrance in the evening. 

 

Mr. Piskule said they could look into that further.  They might look at wall sconces or 

maybe uplighting in the landscaped bed. 

 

Ms. Castellano asked what was proposed inside the landscaped bed. 

 

Mr. Piskule said they don’t have a plan formalized for that area.  They will need to come 

back to them on that item. 

 

Ms. Castellano asked what type of pattern or grout lines they were proposing for the 

bluestone walk in front.  She wanted to makes sure they were thinking about trip hazards. 

 

Ms. Pickell said it will be a flat smooth surface since this will be their accessible access to 

the building. 

 

Mr. Brill moved to approve Case 2019-AR-11, 444 Skokie Boulevard, for an Appearance 

Review Certificate to construct a first floor enclosure, replace a front canopy, and remodel 

the building exterior with new finish materials and paint as submitted, with the lighting and 

landscaping to be reviewed separately.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Miller.  Voting 

yes:  Chairman Smith and Commissioners Andric, Brill, Castellano, and Miller.  Voting no: 

none.  The motion carried. 
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VI. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

There were no additional public comments. 

 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 

 

At 8:31 p.m., Mr. Brill moved to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. 

Miller.  Voting yes:  Chairman Smith and Commissioners Andric, Brill, Castellano, and 

Miller.  Voting no: none.  The motion carried. 

 


