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V I L L A G E   O F   W I L M E T T E 

1200 Wilmette Avenue 
WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 

 
MEETING MINUTES  

 
APPEARANCE REVIEW COMMISSION 

 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2019  

7:30 P.M. 
VILLAGE BOARD CONFERENCE ROOM 

 
 
Members Present: Doug Johnson, Acting Chairman  

Nada Andric 
Richard Brill 
Devan Castellano 
Mason Miller  
Jeffery Saad 
 

Members Absent:  Charles Smith 
 
Guests: Jon Talty, 600 W. Jackson Blvd, Chicago, IL 
 Jeff Belting, 1 Indian Hill Road, Winnetka, IL 
 
Staff Present:  Lucas Sivertsen, Business Development Coordinator 
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

 
Acting Chairman Johnson called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES; APPEARANCE REVIEW COMMISSION MEETING 

OF SEPTEMBER 9, 2019. 
 
Mr. Miller moved to approve the September 9, 2019 meeting minutes.  The motion was 
seconded by Mr. Brill.  Voting yes:  Acting Chairman Johnson and Commissioners Andric, 
Brill, Castellano, Miller and Saad.  Voting no: none.  The motion carried. 
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III. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Mr. Brill moved to approve Case 2019-AR-32, 118 Skokie Boulevard, Spa Derma, Wall 
Sign.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Castellano.  Voting yes:  Acting Chairman 
Johnson and Commissioners Andric, Brill, Castellano, Miller and Saad.  Voting no: none.  
The motion carried. 
 

IV. CASES 
 
2019-AR-36 The Indian Hill Club 
1 Indian Hill Road Preliminary Review 
 
Mr. Sivertsen called Case 2019-AR-36, 1 Indian Hill Road, The Indian Hill Club 
requesting a preliminary review of an Appearance Review Certificate.  The applicant is 
proposing exterior work to the facilities yard.  The proposal will be going to the Zoning 
Board and would like a preliminary review with the commission prior to that hearing. 
 
Mr. Jon Talty introduced himself as the architect representing the project and introduced 
Mr. Jeff Belting as the general manager of The Indian Hill Club.  He provided a quick 
background on the project.  The needs of the staff are changing requiring a change to the 
facilities yard including office space and locker rooms in a new building.  Currently, the 
only office or break room is located inside the garage which also houses their equipment 
and vehicles.  A separate small building would provide storage for fertilizers and a bay for 
cleaning equipment and vehicles.  The property is surrounded by a six foot tall stockade 
fence and landscaping which provides a screen between the neighboring properties and the 
maintenance yard. 
 
Mr. Johnson asked if the existing barn would remain in use. 
 
Mr. Talty said it would remain in use for storage of equipment and vehicles, however, the 
space currently being used by staff would be moved to the new building. 
 
Mr. Johnson asked if the two new buildings would match each other in style and finishes. 
 
Mr. Talty said the intent for the environmental building, which is prefabricated, is to be 
clad in a material to match the new employee center.  The idea is to be consistent with the 
look of the main clubhouse.  The existing garage will remain as is. 
 
Mr. Johnson asked what the sand silo will look like.  He was interested in the height of the 
silo and if there were any alternative locations for the placement of the silo. 
 
Mr. Talty explained the silo was needed to help eliminate contaminated sand and a loss of 
sand on the site which is currently stored in an open pile.  They had wanted to move it as 
far north on the site as possible. 
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Ms. Castellano said there seemed to be a good amount of screening on the south side of the 
property with the existing fence, shrubs and trees.  To the west are two homes along Indian 
Hill Road.  She has some concerns that only 6 foot tall arborvitae and the stockade fence 
are proposed along the west side of the property. 
 
Mr. Talty said not all of the vegetation is shown on the site plan.  He knows there are some 
large trees on the interior of the site which are not represented in the plans. 
 
Mr. Saad asked if they can provide some existing and proposed landscaping plans when 
they come back for their formal review. 
 
Ms. Andric asked how the site would be maintained in a more orderly fashion compared to 
its current state as described by Mr. Talty. 
 
Mr. Talty said the site would be paved in parts where materials are stored and vehicles 
travel.  The entire site would be fully engineered.  Stormwater management requirements 
will apply to this project which will be part of the construction permit review. 
 
Mr. Johnson asked if they will be performing an environmental assessment. 
 
Mr. Talty wasn’t sure if they were required to do so, but would put that on his list. 
 
Mr. Brill said the existing vegetation does a great job right now at screening the property.  
When the new buildings are built they will extend up past the fence and screening.  He 
thought the new buildings will be much more visible. 
 
Ms. Castellano said it would be helpful to have photos from the neighboring properties 
looking toward the site as well as plans showing locations and species or vegetation. 
 
Mr. Talty said he can piece together photos to show a contiguous elevation along Indian 
Hill Road and Kenilworth Avenue. 
 
Mr. Johnson said the silo would be out of character with the neighborhood, so it will be 
important to know what alternative locations there might be for the silo. 
 
Mr. Talty said he will do some additional research before they come back to the 
commission. 
 
Ms. Andric said it would be good to add some additional plantings to the plan. 
 
Mr. Saad asked if the setbacks of the structures were within their purview as a commission. 
 
Mr. Sivertsen said the setbacks required by zoning regulations will be more of a discussion 
for the Zoning Board of Appeals, however, the placement on structures on a site is certainly 
one of the standards that the Appearance Review Commission can consider. 
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Mr. Johnson said the location of the silo on the site could have a major impact on 
appearance. 
 
Mr. Talty said the vehicles that will drive beneath the silo are smaller than a truck.  It may 
be possible to reduce the height as a result. 
 
Mr. Miller asked about the material of the existing building’s roof. 
 
Mr. Talty said the existing roof of the existing maintenance building is a corrugated metal 
roof. 
 
Mr. Miller said it might make sense to use the same roof material for all three roofs.  The 
existing building and the two new buildings. 
 
Mr. Talty said they were planning on painting the metal roof of the new environmental 
building a color to match the asphalt shingles of the new employee building.  He didn’t 
think the roof of the existing building could be repaired or replaced.  The idea with doing 
an asphalt shingle roof on the employee building was to make it look more residential.  The 
main clubhouse was mostly a flat roof with some asphalt shingles. 
 
Ms. Andric asked if they had considered a color other than white for the proposed 
accessory buildings.  Given their use, it might make more sense to pick a color that would 
mask some of the dirt that would collect on the building from the activity in the yard.  It is 
not necessarily a recommendation, but she would like them to consider this option. 
 
Mr. Talty said the idea of white was to help the buildings relate to the existing buildings on 
the campus.  The color of the buildings in the yard was chosen to not only provide a better 
appearance, but also to make the employees that work there feel like they are part of the 
overall campus.  He certainly understands the idea to make the buildings more maintenance 
free which they will consider. 
 
Ms. Andric said she thought this was a fantastic effort and was excited about this project. 
 

V. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

There were no additional public comments. 
 
VI. ADJOURNMENT 

 
At 8:26 p.m., Mr. Brill moved to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. 
Miller.  Voting yes:  Acting Chairman Johnson and Commissioners Andric, Brill, 
Castellano, Miller and Saad.  Voting no: none.  The motion carried. 
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