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V I L L A G E   O F   W I L M E T T E 

1200 Wilmette Avenue 
WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 

 
MEETING MINUTES  

 
APPEARANCE REVIEW COMMISSION 

 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2019  

7:30 P.M. 
SECOND FLOOR TRAINING ROOM 

 
 
Members Present: Charles Smith, Chairman  

Nada Andric 
Richard Brill 
Devan Castellano  
Doug Johnson 
Mason Miller  
Jeffery Saad 
 

Members Absent:  None 
 
Guests: Ryan O’Donnell, 1146 Wilmette Avenue 
 Glenn Keefer, 1146 Wilmette Avenue 
 
Staff Present:  Lucas Sivertsen, Business Development Coordinator 
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

 
Chairman Smith called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES; APPEARANCE REVIEW COMMISSION MEETING 

OF NOVEMBER 4, 2019. 
 
Ms. Andric moved to approve the November 4, 2019 meeting minutes.  The motion was 
seconded by Mr. Brill.  Voting yes:  Chairman Smith and Commissioners Andric, Brill, 
Castellano, Johnson, Miller, and Saad.  Voting no: none.  The motion carried. 
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III. CONTINUANCES 

 
Mr. Johnson moved to continue Case 2019-AR-37, 1 Indian Hill Road, Indian Hill Club to 
the January 6, 2020 meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Brill.  Voting yes:  
Chairman Smith and Commissioners Andric, Brill, Castellano, Johnson, Miller, and Saad.  
Voting no: none.  The motion carried. 
 

IV. CASES 
 
2019-AR-43 Ryan O’Donnell 
1146 Wilmette Avenue Appearance Review Certificate 
 
Mr. Ryan O’Donnell and Mr. Glenn Keefer introduced themselves as the owners of the 
proposed restaurant which is seeking an Appearance Review Certificate. 
 
Mr. O’Donnell and Mr. Keefer provided a description of their background and connection 
to the area.  They provided some background in the restaurant business and their 
connection to the area. 
 
Mr. O’Donnell said the big project is the new windows they are proposing.  They would 
like to remove the windows and install operable windows that will fold back to create an 
open setting to the sidewalk.  It will create a more natural light for the restaurant and open 
up the action of the restaurant into the street.  They are also proposing a new cornice and 
base trim for the storefront.  They would like to do a white wash stain on the brick to help 
differentiate themselves from the pediatric office next door.  A small wall sign and blade 
sign are proposed. 
 
Mr. Brill asked if the applicant had more detailed drawings of the signs. 
 
Mr. Sivertsen provided the updated drawings showing the name of the business on the sign 
instead of the placeholder “restaurant” that was shown in the elevation. 
 
Ms. Andric asked how they came up with the name Sophia. 
 
Mr. Keefer said it was named after one of the daughters of Antione Ouilmette. 
 
Mr. Johnson said as a point of observation that the operable windows at Collectivo coffee 
in Evanston have some trouble staying airtight.  He warned the applicants to be careful 
when selecting the particular door. 
 
Mr. O’Donnell said he would take a look at the doors mentioned by Mr. Smith and thanked 
him for his advice. 
 
Mr. Miller asked if the windows would be aluminum on the exterior. 
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Mr. Keefer said they would be painted steel. 
 
Mr. Saad asked Mr. Sivertsen if there were any non-conformities with either the signage or 
building design that the Commission should be aware of. 
 
Mr. Sivertsen said the applicant had corrected and/or addressed any non-conformities he 
discovered during his staff review of the application. 
 
Mr. Saad asked if they had provided an outdoor seating plan to staff. 
 
Mr. Sivertsen said there is room for outdoor seating, however, they had not yet presented 
that plan.  Outdoor seating is approved by license and does not require a building permit or 
commission review. 
 
Mr. Smith said the applicant was proposing four different light fixtures.  One of the 
proposed fixtures was proposed to be located on the brick wall between the wall and the 
back of the awning.  He wondered how the fixture would be attached to the wall and 
whether or not it would be seen from the side. 
 
Mr. O’Donnell said they were intended to illuminate the wall. 
 
There was discussion on how exactly the fixtures would be installed. 
 
Mr. O’Donnell said they would provide more information on the light fixtures. 
 
Mr. Smith had a question about the white wash and Azek trim. 
 
Mr. O’Donnell said that Azek is a plastic like material that is paintable. 
 
Ms. Andric said her experience with Azek was that it needed to be protected and 
encouraged the applicants to review closer. 
 
Mr. Keefer showed an example of the lime wash applied to a similar brick.  He said it may 
need an additional coat to make sure the brick doesn’t bleed through as much. 
 
Mr. Miller said he is familiar with the product they are proposing for the lime wash.  He 
thinks it’s a good product for what they are proposing. 
 
Ms. Andric asked how they will be transitioning the storefront with the existing storefront 
to the east. 
 
Mr. O’Donnell said there is a reveal in the brick where the two storefronts meet. 
 
Mr. Saad said there were multiple options for the type of molding and trim pieces 
proposed.  The drawings are leaving some decisions up to the contractor.  He would like to 
have a little more specificity. 
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Mr. O’Donnell said they were open to suggestions by the commission.  If there were things 
the commission would like to see they could incorporate them into the final plans. 
 
Mr. Smith discussed the durability of materials as it related to the standards. 
 
Ms. Castellano said Azek is more durable than wood. 
 
Mr. Saad said he can see some of the detail of the molding in the section plans, however, 
there are some things like the dimensions of the windows and trim that is not shown on the 
plans. 
 
Mr. Smith said there were four different types of lighting proposed on the façade.  He 
asked the applicant to make sure all four light fixtures work together with the white 
background.  Different colors of lights shining on the façade could look chaotic. 
 
Mr. Smith reviewed the items which the Commission would like further information on 
when the applicant comes back to them.  He asked the applicant when they would like to be 
open. 
 
Mr. O’Donnell said they would like to be open by spring. 
 
Mr. Johnson moved to approve Case 2019-AR-43, granting an Appearance Review 
Certificate to remodel the façade including lime-washing the existing brick, and installing 
new windows, doors, awnings, lighting, trim and signs with the conditions that final 
approval needed for 1) finish materials and colors 2) lighting plan 3) planters and 
landscaping 4) profiles of trim 5) full section of front façade showing the crown molding, 
doors, windows, canopy and base trim.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Saad.  Voting 
yes:  Chairman Smith and Commissioners Andric, Brill, Castellano, Johnson, Miller, and 
Saad.  Voting no: none.  The motion carried. 

 
V. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

There were two members of the public in the audience, however, they were students from 
Loyola Academy there to observe and did not have any public comment. 

 
VI. ADJOURNMENT 

 
At 8:31 p.m., Mr. Brill moved to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. 
Miller.  Voting yes:  Chairman Smith and Commissioners Andric, Brill, Castellano, 
Johnson, Miller, and Saad.  Voting no: none.  The motion carried. 
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