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V I L L A G E   O F   W I L M E T T E 

1200 Wilmette Avenue 
WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 

 
MEETING MINUTES  

 
APPEARANCE REVIEW COMMISSION 

 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2020 

6:30 P.M. 
VIRTUAL MEETING 

 
 
Members Present: Charles Smith, Chairman 

Nada Andric  
Devan Castellano  
Richard Brill 
Mason Miller (left meeting at 6:55 pm) 
Doug Johnson 
Jeffery Saad  
 

Members Absent:  None 
 
Guests: Kevin Wolfe, 1050 17th St a200, Denver, CO  

Joel Berman, 5212 N. Clark Street, Chicago, IL  
Michael Clarke, 1168 Wilmette Avenue 

 
Staff Present:  Lucas Sivertsen, Business Development Coordinator 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

 
Mr. Smith called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Mr. Smith swore in attendees who wished to speak during the hearing. 
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II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES; APPEARANCE REVIEW COMMISSION MEETING 
OF OCTOBER 12, 2020. 
 
Mr. Brill moved to approve the October 12, 2020 meeting minutes as submitted.  The 
motion was seconded by Mr. Miller.  Voting yes:  Commissioners Andric, Brill, 
Castellano, Johnson, Miller, Jeffrey Saad and Chairman Smith.  Voting no: none.  The 
motion carried. 
 

III. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Mr. Sivertsen described a request for Case 2020-AR-20, 1114 Central Avenue, Wild Child 
for an Appearance Review Certificate to install a new awning sign. 
 
Mr. Johnson moved to approve Case 2020-AR-20, 1114 Central Avenue, Wild Child, as 
submitted.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Castellano.  Voting yes:  Commissioners 
Andric, Brill, Castellano, Johnson, Miller, Jeffrey Saad and Chairman Smith.  Voting no: 
none.  The motion carried. 
 

IV. CASES 
 

2019-AR-27 7-Eleven 
500 Skokie Boulevard Appearance Review Certificate 
 
Mr. Sivertsen introduced Case 2019-AR-27, 500 Skokie Boulevard, 7-Eleven, requesting 
an Appearance Review Certificate to complete site work to accommodate new gas pumps, 
including a new canopy, lighting and landscaping.  This request was before the commission 
last year. 
 
Mr. Kevin Wolfe presented the project.  He stated the Village had requested elimination of 
two of the four access points to the site.  The site plan and modified landscaping reflect that 
work. 
 
Ms. Castellano asked if the location of the canopy was changing. 
 
Mr. Wolfe stated the canopy is shown as being in roughly the same location. 
 
Ms. Castellano asked if the canopy lighting would be on all the time. 
 
Mr. Wolfe said he wasn’t sure. 
 
Mr. Sivertsen said they are not a 24 hour business so they would be required to turn off 
their lights by at least 1:00 am. 
 
Ms. Castellano asked what changes were proposed for the ground sign. 
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Mr. Sivertsen said the ground sign would be refaced, but it would remain in it’s current 
location and was approved at the previous meeting where this case was discussed. 
 
Ms. Castellano said it would be nice to have something that is alive and well during winter 
months. 
 
Mr. Brill asked for confirmation that no signage is proposed for the canopy and that it 
would be a solid white. 
 
Mr. Wolfe said that was correct. 
 
Mr. Brill asked if the number of gas pumps will remain at three. 
 
Mr. Wolfe said the number of gas pumps are not changing. 
 
Mr. Saad asked for clarification on what had been proposed previously for the canopy 
signage. 
 
Mr. Sivertsen said when the case was previously reviewed the applicant was switching gas 
suppliers to Mobile gas.  At that time they had requested signage on the canopy in addition 
to the ground sign.  The commission voted to not recommend granting the variation to 
allow the canopy signage at that time.  The applicant has since withdrawn the requested 
canopy signage.  The gas supplier is still proposed to be Mobile. 
 
Mr. Saad asked if there was any additional information on the screens located on the gas 
dispensers. 
 
Mr. Wolfe said other than the screen for credit card information to be entered, he did not 
thing a video screen for advertisements was proposed. 
 
Mr. Johnson said because the canopy is being demolished the existing signage or approval 
of signage would no longer be grandfathered and would need to be applied for separately.  
He asked what type of lighting are on the individual dispensers. 
 
Mr. Wolfe said they would be a typical model.  There would be a back lit screen for 
entering credit card information and other transaction information.  He did not believe there 
would be any lighting above and attached to the dispenser. 
 
Mr. Johnson asked what type of canopy lighting was being proposed.  He also wanted to 
know from Mr. Sivertsen how the proposed lighting compares with other commercial 
applications. 
 
Mr. Wolfe said he is not a lighting engineer so he wasn’t able to speak in detail about the 
lighting, however, he does know that 7-Eleven sources their lighting from suppliers who 
carry a range of options, so he imagines they would be able to accommodate whatever the 
Village desires. 
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Mr. Johnson said he would like to see a cap on the lighting to no more than 4000 kelvin. 
 
Mr. Sivertsen said the Village code does not specify a color temperature.  It is left up to the 
Appearance Review Commission to determine what is appropriate for each application.  It 
has been the preference of the commission to approve 3000-4000 kelvin.  The most recent 
lighting approval, which was given for Jewel on Green Bay Road, specified a 4000k light. 
 
Mr. Johnson asked about the spill over of the lighting onto adjacent properties. 
 
Mr. Sivertsen said that information had been requested, but not yet received so they did not 
know what the lighting levels would be at the property line. 
 
Mr. Smith said he wanted to echo the concerns of Mr. Johnson regarding the need for 
lighting levels at the property line.  He also wanted to know the heights of the landscaping 
at maturity. 
 
Mr. Sivertsen said he spoke to the landscape architect a month or so ago about the design.  
He said they were designing the landscaping so that it was no taller than 3 feet at maturity.  
As far as year round landscaping, he couldn’t say, but did note the grasses would not be 
green in the winter they would still provide some landscaping. 
 
Mr. Wolfe said he didn’t know of the most efficient route, but thought the commission’s 
preferences could be accommodated.  He asked if there was a specific lighting that would 
be preferred. 
 
Mr. Sivertsen said the commission typically prefers 3000k lighting, which is an option in 
the specifications provided. 
 
Mr. Johnson moved to approved Case 2019-AR-27, 500 Skokie Boulevard, 7-Eleven, 
requesting an Appearance Review Certificate to complete site work to accommodate new 
gas pumps, including a new canopy, lighting and landscaping, with the following 
conditions: 1) lighting be revised to 3000k color temperature, 2) lighting levels not exceed 
Village lighting levels 3) and that the revised lighting plan with complete photometrics be 
submitted for reference.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Saad.  Voting yes:  
Commissioners Andric, Brill, Castellano, Johnson, Jeffrey Saad and Chairman Smith.  
Voting no: none.  The motion carried. 
 
  
2020-AR-19 The Pit & Tap 
1168 Wilmette Avenue Appearance Review Certificate 
 
Mr. Sivertsen introduced Case 2020-AR-19, 1168 Wilmette Avenue, The Pit & Tap, 
requesting an Appearance Review Certificate to remodel the storefront including relocating 
the storefront entrance, replacing windows, installing lighting, increasing the height of the 
knee wall and applying new wooden planks to the façade. 
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Mr. Berman said the name of the restaurant is The Pit & Tap.  They are trying to reinforce 
the branding of the bar and restaurant.  They would like to use wood on the façade and 
reusing existing brick in some locations.  They are raising the height of the knee wall to 
support a new folding window system.  On the inside will be a counter that will allow 
customers to face the window.  The wood will cover the knee wall below the sill.  The 
wood planks will cover the patches on the new knee wall.  They are proposing to install 
traditional gooseneck fixtures that are proposed to light the entrance and the façade. 
 
Mr. Johnson asked what type of lighting was proposed including the color temperature of 
the lighting. 
 
Mr. Berman said the fixture would be anodized aluminum with a gooseneck arm.  He said 
the color temperature could be modified to whatever the commission preferred. 
 
Mr. Sivertsen said in looking at the light specifications that were provided it looked like 
there was an option for a 3000k and 5000k LED. 
 
Mr. Berman said they could do the 3000k option. 
 
Mr. Saad asked how the wood planks would be attached to the wall. 
 
Mr. Berman said the planks would be located under the sill and in front of the brick.  They 
are proposing to use CDX plywood that will be adhered to the brick and then there will be 
short nails to go through the cedar planks into the plywood. 
 
Mr. Saad asked what will be used to infill the knee wall up to the height of the new 
windows. 
 
Mr. Berman said it will be new masonry. 
 
Mr. Saad asked if the cedar planks would be painted a blue color. 
 
Mr. Berman said that was correct. 
 
Mr. Saad said he thinks the decision for Sophia Steak to add canopies to the storefront 
helped the façade design.  He thinks that is an opportunity.  He wondered if they would 
want to come back to the commission at a later date for that. 
 
Mr. Berman said signage is not part of the current request.  He would defer to the owner as 
to what his preference would be for canopies and signage.  He said the brick actually has a 
yellow color.  He thinks the blue color of the planks will complement the brick. 
 
Mr. Saad said he would have some concern if the wooden planks were to extend all the 
way down to the sidewalk.  Winter weather including salt and snow shovels will cause the 
wood to deteriorate quickly. 
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Mr. Berman said that was a fair point and that they would add a reveal at the bottom. 
 
Ms. Castellano asked about the lintel for the new windows going in. 
 
Mr. Berman said the lintel was an existing steel lintel that was recessed a little into the 
brick.  That will remain. 
 
Ms. Castellano asked about the color the new window system. 
 
Mr. Berman said the color would be dark bronze. 
 
Ms. Castellano asked for the color of the light fixtures. 
 
Mr. Berman said they would be dark brown.  They will pick the color that matches closest 
to the windows. 
 
Ms. Castellano said it will be important to match the color of the metals as close as 
possible.  The yellow brick and the bold blue planks will be a lot of color variations 
without an additional metal color being added.  She agrees with Mr. Saad’s concern for the 
cedar planks so close to the sidewalk.  She asked how the Village cleans the sidewalks. 
 
Mr. Sivertsen said the Village will come through with a small plow and typically do a wide 
swath through the middle of the sidewalk.  They generally don’t get too close to the 
building, but that’s not to say they won’t or that they won’t push snow up onto the building 
in a heavy snow. 
 
Ms. Castellano asked if they were planning outdoor seating. 
 
Mr. Sivertsen discussed the Village’s construction in downtown Wilmette including the 
streetscape work.  They will be doing new sidewalks and landscaping.  There’s not go to be 
any landscaping directly in front of this business in the current plan. 
 
Ms. Andric said in her package there were a few pages of color options.  She wanted to 
know why they were included in the package. 
 
Mr. Berman said the color options were for the lighting. 
 
Ms. Andric asked about the color of the wood planks. 
 
Mr. Clarke said his contractor has used this product in this environment on decks in this 
environment. 
 
Ms. Andric said there will need to be a maintenance schedule. 
 
Mr. Brill asked what area was cedar planks and what was brick. 
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Mr. Berman said the area below the window sill would be the cedar plank.  There is section 
above the front door that is roughly the size of the transom that would be cedar plank as 
well. 
 
Mr. Smith said the owner said they have used the stain in this climate.  He asked who their 
contractor would be. 
 
Mr. Clarke said the name of the contractor is J & J Construction out of Cary, Illinois. 
 
Mr. Smith said it looks like they are proposing to install a solid wooden door for their front 
entrance.  He said with patrons coming in and out of that main entrance used for the public 
he asked why they chose to use a solid door. 
 
Mr. Berman said there is a sidelight on the right side of the door that will provide a 
viewable area. 
 
Mr. Smith said what if people are coming from the left side.  The person opening the door 
will not be able to see them.  He is concerned someone opening the door will hit someone 
walking on the sidewalk. 
 
Mr. Smith said he’s not bringing this point up because he doesn’t like the look of it, but 
because it is a safety concern.  He asked for the color of the door. 
 
Mr. Berman said it would be a cherry wood color. 
 
Mr. Sivertsen said the Village Engineer or Building Inspector have not reviewed the plans 
to know if the door can swing out onto the public sidewalk. 
 
Mr. Berman said he wasn’t sure about the public way, but he didn’t think there was a code 
limiting the use of a solid door. 
 
Mr. Saad said he agreed with Mr. Smith that the solid door swinging out was probably not 
a good idea. 
 
Mr. Saad asked if there would be an interior vestibule. 
 
Mr. Clarke said there would not be a vestibule. 
 
Ms. Andric wondered if they were proposing to use a canvas vestibule attached to the 
exterior of the building. 
 
Mr. Berman said the intent would be to have a vestibule on the exterior in the winter. 
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Mr. Johnson said listening to the comments to wanted to bring up his concern for the use of 
wood on the bottom of the knee wall.  One concern is related to the standards of review for 
an Appearance Review Certificate.  One standard discourages the excessive similarity or 
dissimilarity in design in relation to surrounding structures.  The building is part of a 
cohesive building that wraps around the corner.  Standards number 3 relates to the 
durability of the materials used.  The use of wood planks so close to the sidewalk is a 
concern. 
 
Mr. Berman said he feels as though the proportion of materials are in keeping with the rest 
of the downtown. 
 
Ms. Castellano asked where the wood plank band would stop at each transition to the 
adjacent storefronts. 
 
Mr. Berman said he was planning on using a vertical plank at each end. 
 
Ms. Castellano said she is concerned with how the wood will look if sitting proud of the 
brick.  She would be interested to see a color elevation all the way to the corner to see how 
this proposed storefront will look next to the adjacent storefronts. 
 
Ms. Andric and Mr. Saad said they agreed with Ms. Castellano’s comment. 
 
Mr. Berman said after looking at the elevation it makes sense to stop the panels at the door. 
 
Mr. Saad asked how the cedar plank would return at the doorway or if it would be an 
abrupt termination with the exposed ends of the planks. 
 
Mr. Berman said he was inclined to stop at the corner and not continue it into the recess 
because it may hinder the operation of the door. 
 
Mr. Smith asked what the thought was behind the color choice for the wood. 
 
Mr. Berman said it is a reflection of the logo and an extension of the branding. 
 
Mr. Andric asked if they would be coming back to the commission with signage package.  
That may help the commission understand the reasoning for the color. 
 
Mr. Clarke said there is a substantial amount of wood on the facades for Tornio and 
Pescadero. 
 
Mr. Smith said that is correct.  His was referring more to the color of the stain and not the 
use of wood.  Much of the color used by businesses to extend their branding is in the 
signage and canopies and not in the building itself. 
 
Mr. Saad it would be helpful to view a sample in person.  It would also be helpful to know 
the color of the wood door, window frame and lighting. 



   Approved 01/04/2021 
  

 9 

 
Mr. Smith said it would be helpful to show how the sign would look like on the elevation. 
 
Mr. Johnson moved to continue Case 2020-AR-19, 1168 Wilmette Avenue, to the 
December 7, 2020 meeting with the understanding the applicant will provide an elevation 
showing storefronts on either side of the proposed storefront so that the Commission can 
get a sense for how the design, massing, material, and color relate to the adjoining 
structures, and that the applicant will consider the solid door and possible alternatives for 
safety sake.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Castellano.  Voting yes:  Commissioners 
Andric, Brill, Castellano, Johnson, Miller, Jeffrey Saad and Chairman Smith.  Voting no: 
none.  The motion carried. 
 

 
V. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

There were no additional public comments. 
 
VI. NEW BUSINESS 
 

The next meeting of the Commission is scheduled for Monday, December 7, 2020 at 7:00 
pm. 
 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 
 
At 8:20 p.m., Mr. Johnson moved to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded by 
Ms. Castellano.  Voting yes: Commissioners Andric, Brill, Castellano, Johnson, Saad and 
Chairman Smith.  Voting no: none.  The motion carried. 
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