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V I L L A G E   O F   W I L M E T T E 
1200 Wilmette Avenue 

WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 

 

MEETING MINUTES  

 

APPEARANCE REVIEW COMMISSION 

 

MONDAY, JULY 7, 2014  

7:30 P.M. 

SECOND FLOOR TRAINING ROOM 

 

 

Members Present: William Bradford  

Dan Collyer 

Daniel Elkins 

Mason Miller  

Craig Phillips  

Tim Sheridan, Chairman 

Carrie Woleben-Meade  

 

Members Absent:  None  

  

Guests:  Hae Lee, Finest Fit Cleaners, 3207 Lake Avenue 

   John Streetz, Doyle Signs, 232 W. Interstate Road, Addison, IL 

 

Staff Present:  Lucas Sivertsen, Planner III 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairman Sheridan called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES; APPEARANCE REVIEW COMMISSION MEETING 

OF JUNE 2, 2014. 

 

Mr. Bradford moved the Commission approve the June 2, 2014 meeting minutes as 

amended.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Woleben-Meade.  Voting yes:  Chairman 

Sheridan and Commissioners Bradford, Collyer, Elkins, Miller, Phillips, Woleben-Meade.  

Voting no: none.  The motion carried. 
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III. CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Mr. Bradford removed Case 2014-AR-11, 911 Ridge Road, Treasure Island from the 

consent agenda. 

 

Ms. Woleben-Meade moved to approve Case 2014-AR-19, 1189 Wilmette Avenue, The 

UPS Store, Awning Sign.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Bradford.  Voting yes:  

Chairman Sheridan and Commissioners Bradford, Collyer, Elkins, Miller, Phillips, 

Woleben-Meade.  Voting no: none.  The motion carried. 

 

IV. CASES 

 

2014-AR-11 911 Ridge Road 

Treasure Island Appearance Review Certificate 

 

Mr. Sivertsen called Case 2014-AR-11, 911 Ridge Road, Treasure Island requesting an 

Appearance Review Certificate to install a multi-tenant directory sign. 

 

Mr. Streetz presented a proposal to replace an existing pylon ground sign that would 

display the names of tenants in the shopping center.  The size of the sign was reduced for 

the original proposal to conform to the Village’s sign code.  He said there was not a 

specific font standard set by the landlord, but that he could propose a standard and present 

that to the Commission. 

 

Mr. Sheridan asked what kind of paint was proposed. 

 

Mr. Streetz said they were proposing a polyurethane enamel finish. 

 

Mr. Sheridan pointed out in the proposal that “Eden Bank” should be spelled “Edens 

Bank”.  

 

Mr. Streetz said he would correct that error. 

 

Ms. Woleben-Meade asked if the vivid green in the Treasure Island panel could be changed 

to a darker green. 

 

Mr. Streetz said the proposed color green is the same green used in all of Treasure Islands’ 

graphics, however, if the Commission wanted another color of green he would need to ask 

Treasure Island if they were willing to change the color. 

 

Mr. Bradford asked if there was any way to get a consistent letter height for all of the 

tenant lettering. 

 

Mr. Streetz said he didn’t know the exact letter height, but that he could reduce the letter 

height to match “Celebrity Tan”. 
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Mr. Bradford said the logo height could be larger than the lettering, but that all of the 

lettering in the tenant panels should be the same height and font. 

 

Mr. Phillips asked if it were possible to limit the number of tenants in the tenant panel to 

six incase a storefront were subdivided in the future. 

 

Mr. Sivertsen said the size of the sign was already at the maximum so any additional tenant 

panels would need a variation. 

 

Ms. Woleben-Meade asked if Treasure Island knew the plantings were specified as 

annuals. 

 

Mr. Streetz said he didn’t know. 

 

Mr. Phillips asked if the applicant had considered adding the street address to the sign. 

 

Mr. Streetz asked if adding numerals to the base of the pylon sign would add to the overall 

square footage of the sign and count against their maximum. 

 

Mr. Sivertsen said the address would not count against their maximum allowed square 

footage. 

 

Mr. Streetz said he would be in favor of adding the address to the sign. 

 

Mr. Sivertsen said each tenant space had its own individual address and that the shopping 

center did not use suite numbers. 

 

Mr. Streetz said he would propose displaying the address range without the street name in 

six inch tall letters using the same font as the tenant panels. 

 

Mr. Bradford said the address numerals should be dark bronze to match the sign frame. 

 

Mr. Elkins asked if the existing metal pipe would run all the way to the top of the sign. 

 

Mr. Streetz said they could cut off the pipe so that it does not interfere with the internal 

lighting for the tenant panels. 

 

Mr. Streetz said he would like to note the existing landscaping was proposed to remain in 

case it was specified incorrectly in the drawing. 

 

Mr. Bradford moved to grant an Appearance Review Certificate for Case 2014-AR-11, 911 

Ridge Road to install a multi-tenant directory ground sign with the conditions that 1) tenant 

panel font size not exceed the letter height shown for Elite Cleaners, 2) spelling of Edens 

Bank be corrected, 3) address numbers added to the base of the sign indicating the address 

range for the shopping center in dark bronze Helvetica font, 4) sign will be uniformly 

internally illuminated, 5) logos will be allowed and can be larger than the font height, 6) 
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and that the existing landscaping remain.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Elkins.  Voting 

yes:  Chairman Sheridan and Commissioners Bradford, Collyer, Elkins, Miller, Phillips, 

Woleben-Meade.  Voting no: none.  The motion carried. 

 

 

2014-AR-18 3207 Lake Avenue 

Finest Fit Cleaners Sign Variation 

 

Mr. Sivertsen called Case 2014-AR-18, 3207 Lake Avenue, Finest Fit Cleaners seeking a 

sign variation. 

 

Ms. Lee presented the color samples that were requested at the previous meeting. 

 

Mr. Sheridan stated the case report included a mock-up of what the sign band would look 

like if the proposed sign were installed along with the two other signs allowed on the same 

sign band. 

 

Mr. Elkins said the color sample did not match the color specified in the sign drawings.  

The two colors were from different manufacturers. 

 

Ms. Kim said the color sample provided by the sign installer would be the actual color. 

 

Ms. Kim asked the Commission if they preferred one color over the other. 

 

Ms. Woleben-Meade said she always preferred a darker green over lighter green. 

 

Ms. Kim said she was intending on using the lighter green, but her printer produced a 

darker looking green.  The green lettering would be small so the impact of the lighter green 

would be minimal. 

 

Mr. Sheridan said the request included two variations.  One for the overall letter height of 

two rows and one for the individual letter height.  He questioned whether or not the two 

requests should be combined.  Maybe the individual letter height variance of one inch 

wasn’t as important because they were also considering an overall letter height variance of 

seven inches to display two rows of letters stacked upon one another for a combined height 

of 25 inches.  The circumstances of this case would only apply to one other tenant in the 

shopping center which would use the other half of the raceway.  He doesn’t see this 

becoming an issue for other businesses because they have their own raceway and signable 

areas. 

 

Mr. Bradford said by limiting the overall combined height to 25 inches, a tenant wouldn’t 

be able to display two rows of 18 inch lettering. 

 

Mr. Elkins said the applicant provided a mock-up as the Commission requested, but it 

didn’t necessarily mean the business on the other side of the raceway was going to install 

two rows of lettering on one raceway. 
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Mr. Sheridan said the Commission could specify only certain areas would be allowed 

additional letter height if they had similarly confined signable areas. 

 

Ms. Woleben-Meade said they could specify only the two spaces currently being discussed, 

3207 Lake Avenue, 9A and 9B would be allowed the additional letter height. 

 

Mr. Sheridan said he didn’t think there were any other tenant spaces with a similarly 

confined area. 

 

Mr. Bradford asked if the local sign ordinance would be amended. 

 

Mr. Sivertsen said that would require a text amendment to the Zoning Ordinance.  That 

process would be initiated by the landlord at the Village’s request.  The Village Board 

would then appoint a Special Zoning Committee to review the request and make 

recommendations back to the Village Board for consideration. 

 

Mr. Phillips asked for confirmation on the color being proposed. 

 

Mr. Sivertsen said the color sample specified was 3M, Product 3630 film, in color 136 

(lime green). 

 

Ms. Lee asked if the Commission had an issue with the color. 

 

Mr. Sheridan said he didn’t think the color specified was an issue. 

 

Ms. Woleben-Meade moved to recommend a variation for Case 2014-AR-18, 3207 Lake 

Avenue, Unit 9A with the following conditions, 1) limit variation to 9A and 9B 2) allow 

one row at 18 inches or two rows at 25 inches, 3) color 3M 3630-136 (lime green).  The 

motion was seconded by Mr. Phillips.  Voting yes:  Chairman Sheridan and Commissioners 

Bradford, Collyer, Elkins, Miller, Phillips, Woleben-Meade.  Voting no: none.  The 

motion carried. 

 

Mr. Bradford moved to authorize the Chairman Sheridan to prepare the report and 

recommendation from the Appearance Review Commission for Case 2014-AR-18.  The 

motion was seconded by Mr. Elkins.  Voting yes:  Chairman Sheridan and Commissioners 

Bradford, Collyer, Elkins, Miller, Phillips, Woleben-Meade.  Voting no: none.  The 

motion carried. 
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V. NEW BUSINESS 

 

The Commission discussed the installed signage for The Sports Authority and their 

progress on the storefront. 

 

The September ARC meeting was moved to September 8, 2014 due to the Labor Day 

holiday. 

 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 

 

At 8:04 p.m., Mr. Bradford moved to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded by 

Mr. Elkins.  Voting yes:  Chairman Sheridan and Commissioners Bradford, Collyer, Elkins, 

Miller, Phillips, Woleben-Meade.  Voting no: none.  The motion carried. 


