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V I L L A G E   O F   W I L M E T T E 
1200 Wilmette Avenue 

WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 

 

MEETING MINUTES  

 

APPEARANCE REVIEW COMMISSION 

 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2016  

7:30 P.M. 

SECOND FLOOR TRAINING ROOM 

 

 

Members Present: Tim Sheridan, Chairman 

William Bradford 

Dan Collyer 

Daniel Elkins  

Mason Miller 

Craig Phillips 

Carrie Woleben-Meade    

 

Members Absent:  None 

 

Guests: Joseph Lajeune, 601 Green Bay Road 

 Chikako Eickbush, 2611 Laurel Lane 

 Florence Erie-Krueger, 409 Jackson, Winnetka, IL 

 

Staff Present:  John Adler, Community Development Director 
 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairman Sheridan called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES; APPEARANCE REVIEW COMMISSION MEETING 

OF AUGUST 29, 2016. 

 

Mr. Bradford moved to approve the August 29, 2016 meeting minutes as amended.  The 

motion was seconded by Mr. Elkins.  Voting yes:  Chairman Sheridan, and Commissioners 

Bradford, Collyer, Elkins, Miller, Phillips, Woleben-Meade.  Voting no: none.  The 

motion carried. 
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III. CONTINUANCES 

 

Mr. Bradford moved to continue Case 2015-AR-45, 930 Greenleaf Avenue, Women’s 

Club, to the November 7, 2016 meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Elkins.  Voting 

yes:  Chairman Sheridan, and Commissioners Bradford, Collyer, Elkins, Miller, Phillips, 

Woleben-Meade.  Voting no: none.  The motion carried. 

 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Mr. Phillips moved to approve an Appearance Review Certificate for Case 2016-AR-41, 

122 Skokie Boulevard, Thai Inbox.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Woleben-Meade.  

Voting yes:  Chairman Sheridan, and Commissioners Bradford, Collyer, Elkins, Miller, 

Phillips, Woleben-Meade.  Voting no: none.  The motion carried. 

 

V. CASES 

 

2016-AR-18 601 Green Bay Road 

Mona Lisa Stone & Tile Appearance Review Certificate 

 

Mr. Adler called Case 2016-AR-18, 601 Green Bay Road, Mona Lisa Stone & Tile, 

requesting an Appearance Review Certificate to address conditions of the previous 

approval. 

 

Mr. Lajeune said he was seeking approval so he could finish the façade before they opened 

for business.  Since the original approval which allowed them to expose the brick they 

discovered some of the brick was painted.  There was an attempt to power wash the brick 

to try and remove the paint, but it was unsuccessful.  They propose painting the cast iron 

columns black with gold trim around the capital.  The end brick columns would be covered 

in black glass mosaic tiles.  Underneath the storefront windows they will install granite 

slabs.  The brick on the south side of the building would remain for now until they can 

come up with a holistic plan for that side.   

 

Mr. Sheridan asked Mr. Lajeune how he would install the mosaic tile on the brick. 

 

Mr. Lajeune said they will use a thin-set with an additive latex that helps bond with the 

brick.  No backer board will be necessary.  The detail on the capitals will be painted gold.  

The residential access door will be painted black. 

 

Mr. Lajeune said they would also like to amend the previous approval and install a 

guardrail at a height of 42 inches on the west side of the building. 

 

Mr. Bradford asked where the dumpster would be located. 

 

Mr. Lajeune said he would like to move it to where the bike shop’s dumpster is located. 

 

Mr. Adler said the Village would need authorization from the bike shop for that change. 
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Mr. Sheridan said if they are going to come back for the signage as stated in the request, 

they could come back for the trash enclosure approval as well. 

 

Mr. Bradford said he is fine with the type of tile proposed, but has a concern how the tile 

will be left exposed on each edge where the brick returns. 

 

Mr. Collyer shared his concern as well for how the tile will be left exposed at the edge of 

the brick where it turns onto Wilmette Avenue. 

 

Mr. Lajeune said they would come up with an edge detail. 

 

Mr. Elkins said he had a concern for how the tile would meet the metal cornice.  He asked 

if the tile would be projecting out further than the cornice or if it would be set back. 

 

Mr. Lajeune said the tile would be die into the bottom of the cornice.  It wouldn’t be out in 

front of the cornice. 

 

Mr. Sheridan said it would be a good idea to install a drip edge below the cornice to help 

shed the water away from the face of the building. 

 

Ms. Woleben-Meade asked what color the wood paneling would be at the entrance to the 

second floor. 

 

Mr. Lajeune said it would be black to match the window frames. 

 

Mr. Bradford said he thinks there should be some sort of protection at the brick edge of 

Wilmette and Green Bay whether it’s an angle or steel plate that projects out enough to 

protect the tile. 

 

Mr. Lajeune said there is a PVC material they used for the window trim around the 

windows on the south side of the building.  He suggested using that instead of a steel edge. 

 

Mr. Bradford thought the PVC wouldn’t hold up as much as steel. 

 

Mr. Sheridan said the PVC would need to be thicker than the piece of steel would be.  He 

still has a concern with tiling the brick cornice on the annex portion.  He thinks it will 

become a maintenance issue. 

 

Mr. Lajeune said it will still be less of a maintenance issue than if he were to paint the 

brick. 

 

Mr. Miller said his first thought was that he was unconvinced the tile would work.  It 

reminded him of kitchen backsplash tile.  After reviewing it more he thinks he is okay with 

the size of the tile given the circumstance. 

 



   Approved 11/07/16 
  

 4 

Mr. Bradford moved to grant an amendment to the Appearance Review Certificate for the 

east side façade only to allow the installation of tile over existing brick and the installation 

of granite panel underneath the existing windows, with the conditions that 1) a steel trim be 

provided for protection of the tile at the corner of Wilmette and Green Bay, and 2) that a 

drip edge be installed underneath the cornice.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Woleben-

Meade.  Voting yes:  Chairman Sheridan, and Commissioners Bradford, Collyer, Elkins, 

Miller, Phillips, Woleben-Meade.  Voting no: none.  The motion carried. 

 

Mr. Sheridan said Mr. Lajeune said he would come back with information on the trash 

enclosure and signage. 

 

Mr. Lajeune asked if he could open for business while he is working on finishing the tile as 

approved. 

 

Mr. Adler said his main concern was the approval of the design and materials for the façade 

which was just approve by the Commission.  He clarified that the window signage was not 

part of the Commission’s approval.  That would be part of his overall sign proposal once it 

was completed. 

 

2016-AR-40 1162 Wilmette Avenue 

Torino Ramen Appearance Review Certificate 

 

Mr. Sivertsen called Case 2016-AR-40, 1162 Wilmette Avenue, Torino Ramen, for an 

Appearance Review Certificate request to install a new awning and sign. 

 

Ms. Chikako Eickbush said after she appeared before the commission last month she made 

some changes to the plan to simplify the design.  The awnings have been eliminated above 

the windows, but remain above the entrance.  At the encouragement of the commission she 

decided to replace the entire storefront glazing system.  All of the windows will be 

replaced. 

 

Ms. Florence Erie-Krueger said the operable windows will be tri-fold.  The awning has 

been simplified.  The budget was taken away from the additional awnings and put into 

doing the new storefront windows.  Above the storefront they will install cedar planks 

running horizontally in an ebony stain.  The awning will project off the building above the 

entrance.  Steel U-channel beams would be used for support and aged cedar planks would 

be installed within the perimeter created by the steel beam. 

 

Mr. Sheridan asked how the banners will be hung. 

Ms. Erie-Krueger said they will be hung off the steel frame of the awning. 

 

Ms. Woleben-Meade asked if there would be any signage on the awning. 

 

Ms. Erie-Krueger said they simplified the signage.  The only sign would be on the wall 

above the tri-fold windows.  The lettering would be pin mounted in pearl white to contrast 

with the wood. 
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Mr. Elkins said the proposal looked great.  He applauded the applicants for doing 

something other than just a canvas awning.  It is very clean and he loves the color scheme.  

He encouraged them to use the steel channel over the steel tubing.  He thought the channel 

would give them the look they were going for. 

 

Mr. Bradford said the idea of the temporary banners was a great idea. 

 

Mr. Sheridan suggested using vertical wood blocking behind the sign paneling rather than 

the horizontal as drawn.  It would help with drainage and reduce the need for flashing. 

 

Ms. Erie-Krueger said that was a good idea. 

 

Ms. Woleben-Meade moved to grant an Appearance Review Certificate for Case 2016-AR-

40, 1162 Wilmette Avenue as submitted.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Elkins.  Voting 

yes:  Chairman Sheridan, and Commissioners Bradford, Collyer, Elkins, Miller, Phillips, 

Woleben-Meade.  Voting no: none.  The motion carried. 

 

VI. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

There were no public comments. 

 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 

 

At 8:33 p.m., Mr. Bradford moved to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded by 

Mr. Elkins.  Voting yes:  Chairman Sheridan, and Commissioners Bradford, Collyer, 

Elkins, Miller, Phillips, Woleben-Meade.  Voting no: none.  The motion carried. 

 


