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V I L L A G E   O F   W I L M E T T E 
1200 Wilmette Avenue 

WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 

 

MEETING MINUTES  

 

APPEARANCE REVIEW COMMISSION 

 

MONDAY, JANUARY 8, 2018  

7:30 P.M. 

VILLAGE BOARD CONFERENCE ROOM 

 

 

Members Present: William Bradford, Chairman 

Nada Andric 

Daniel Elkins  

Mason Miller 

Craig Phillips  

Carrie Woleben-Meade    

 

Members Absent:  None 

 

Guests: James O’Brien, 830 Park Avenue 

 Jay Harron, 2115 Schiller Avenue 

 Lyle Haerle, 510 Kareall Avenue, Wauconda, IL 

 Heidrun Hoppe, 2402 Isabella Street, Evanston, IL 

 Yevgeny Goncharov, 319 3rd Street 

 

Staff Present:  Lucas Sivertsen, Business Development Coordinator 
 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairman Bradford called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
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II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES; APPEARANCE REVIEW COMMISSION MEETING 

OF DECEMBER 4, 2017. 

 

Ms. Woleben-Meade moved to approve the December 4, 2017 meeting minutes.  The 

motion was seconded by Mr. Miller.  Voting yes:  Chairman Bradford and Commissioners 

Andric, Elkins, Miller, Phillips, and Woleben-Meade.  Voting no: none.  The motion 

carried. 

 

III. CASES 

 

2017-AR-25 1740 Lake Avenue 

St. Joseph’s School Sign Variation 
 

Mr. Sivertsen called Case 2017-AR-25, 1740 Lake Avenue, St. Joseph’s School, for a sign 

variation to permit the display of a ground sign and an Appearance Review Certificate to 

install paving, landscaping and fencing. 

 

Mr. Jay Harron introduced himself as a member of the St. Josephs Men’s Club who was 

organizing the installation of new signage and landscaping for the school and church. 

 

Mr. James O’Brien introduced himself as the contractor who would likely be completing 

the project. 

 

Mr. Harron provided photos of copper roofs used elsewhere as an example of what they 

wanted to install.  Alternatively, he also provide photos of examples where a stone cap was 

used on top of a sign.  He remembered some commissioners were not in favor of the 

proposed copper roof of the sign.  They propose to install landscaping around the sign, but 

at this point they aren’t certain what type of plant species they would use. 

 

Mr. Sivertsen said the plans presented could be approved and then in the future when they 

had a clear direction they could come back to the commission requesting approval for any 

revisions. 

 

Mr. Harron asked Mr. Sivertsen to confirm the amount of the required variation. 

 

Mr. Sivertsen said the area of the proposed sign is 28 square feet.  The zoning ordinance 

permits signs for institutional uses in residential districts to be a maximum of 10 square feet 

in area, therefore an 18 square feet variation would be required. 

 

Mr. Harron provided a sample of the proposed light fixture that would illuminate the sign 

at night as shown in the site plan.  It would be set on a timer to turn off late at night.  It 

differed slightly from what was in the submitted cut-sheet.  He also showed a sample of the 

brick that would be used for the sign.  It would match the school as much as possible.  He 

said there might be a possibility of using bricks from the existing convent, but that would 

be dependent on how quickly plans move forward to demolish the convent. 
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Ms. Andric asked about the stone sample. 

 

Mr. Harron said they were proposing to use limestone that would be etched to create the 

lettering for the sign. 

 

Mr. Miller asked if the stone would be flush with the brick. 

 

Mr. O’Brien said the stone would be slightly recessed to give the sign some relief. 

 

Ms. Andric asked if they were still proposing to use a copper roof on top of the sign. 

 

Mr. Harron said they preferred having a copper roof on the sign to match the existing 

school building.  They weren’t completely sure how it would be designed, but they liked 

the look. 

 

Mr. O’Brien said they would still need to determine how to design a gutter so rainwater 

coming off the copper won’t stain the sign. 

 

Ms. Woleben-Meade said she had a concern over the side elevation of the copper roof. 

 

Mr. Elkins told the applicant they don’t need to be that literal when trying to match the 

school building.  The roof of the sign does not need to match the roof of the building for 

there to be consistency.  The limestone would look great.  It would be cleaner and they 

wouldn’t need to worry about the copper staining the brick. 

 

Mr. Bradford said a stone cap should be 4 inches thick so that it is in scale with the sign. 

 

Mr. Elkins suggested putting a slight slope on the cap so that it slopes from front to back.  4 

inches in front and 3 ¾ inches in back would give it just enough pitch for the rainwater to 

drain to the rear.  This will prevent dirt that has accumulated on top of the sign from 

draining down the front of the sign when it rains. 

 

Ms. Woleben-Meade asked if they were proposing to put something on the back of the sign 

facing the parking lot. 

 

Mr. Harron said they were just proposing to install landscaping on the back side. 

 

Ms. Andric asked what type of pavers were proposed. 

 

Mr. O’Brien said they were proposing Brussels block pavers on the back side.  Potentially 

donors would have their names inscribed on the pavers.  There wouldn’t be any border 

between the parking lot and pavers.  The asphalt would just be saw cut.  On the street side, 

the pavers would meet up with new poured concrete that would meet up with the public 

sidewalk. 
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Ms. Andric asked Mr. Sivertsen if the Village would have a problem extending the donor 

pavers closer to the public sidewalk than shown. 

 

Mr. Sivertsen said he thought that would be fine. 

 

Mr. Harron suggested maybe installing some bollards to dissuade motorists from driving 

into the sign. 

 

Mr. Elkins asked about the stones shown on the site plan that were at the edge of the 

landscaping where it meets the concrete.   

 

Mr. O’Brien said the stones would help prevent soil in planting area from washing onto the 

walk. 

 

Mr. Sivertsen pointed out the property lines on each side were a little difference.  The 

property line along Ridge is right at the sidewalk whereas the property line along Lake is 

roughly three feet back from the sidewalk.  In order to install the fence as proposed the 

applicant would need to obtain a 3 foot setback along the Lake Avenue frontage.  They are 

in the process of applying for this variation. 

 

Mr. Elkins said they could use an off-set footing so the mass of the footing does not extend 

past the pier and over the property line. 

 

Mr. Elkins said he thought the proposal was great and would be a big improvement.  He 

felt the proposed sign was in keeping with the scale and character of other signs installed 

by schools and churches. 

 

Mr. Elkins moved to grant an Appearance Review Certificate for Case 2017-AR-25, 1740 

Lake Avenue, to install a new ground sign, landscaping and fencing as submitted, with the 

conditions that: 1) the area shown as pavers to the southwest of the sign will actually be 

concrete, 2) the items identified as accent logos shall be limestone inscribed with the St. 

Joseph’s logo, 3) the area identified as dedication stones shall be Brussels block, 4) three 

bollards will be installed at the boarder of the parking where it meets the dedication stones, 

5) there will be cobble stones installed along the southeast and northwest sides to segregate 

the soil of the planting area from the paved area, 6) the cap of the ground sign will be 4 

inch thick limestone nominally sloped to the rear of the sign, 7) the finish of the aluminum 

fence will be black, and 8) the light fixtures will have a black finish as presented.  The 

motion was seconded by Mr. Phillips.  Voting yes:  Chairman Bradford and Commissioners 

Andric, Elkins, Miller, Phillips, and Woleben-Meade.  Voting no: none.  The motion 

carried. 

 

Findings of Fact 

 

The commission found the proposed sign is in harmony with the purpose and intent of the 

sign ordinance.  It is consistent with other variations granted for institutional uses in 

residential districts.   



   Approved 3/5/2018 
  

 5 

 

Decision 

Mr. Elkins moved to recommend granting an 18 square foot sign area variation to install a 

ground sign.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Miller.  Voting yes:  Chairman Bradford 

and Commissioners Andric, Elkins, Miller, Phillips, and Woleben-Meade.  Voting no: 

none.  The motion carried. 

 

Mr. Elkins moved to authorize Chairman Bradford to prepare the report and 

recommendations from the Appearance Review Commission for Case 2017-AR-25, 1740 

Lake Avenue.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Woleben-Meade.  Voting yes:  Chairman 

Bradford and Commissioners Andric, Elkins, Miller, Phillips, and Woleben-Meade.  

Voting no: none.  The motion carried. 

 

 

 

2018-AR-01 3201 Old Glenview Road 

Wilmette Child Development Center Appearance Review Certificate 
 

Mr. Sivertsen called Case 2018-AR-01, 3201 Old Glenview Road, Wilmette Child 

Development Center, for an Appearance Review Certificate to convert four windows into 

egress doors and install fencing. 

 

Mr. Lyle Haerle introduced himself as the facilities director for One Hope United which 

operates the Wilmette Child Development Center.  He said they are currently located at 

Avoca School.  The building is closing so they need to find another location. 

 

Ms. Heidrun Hoppe said the subject property is in the lower level of the existing office 

building with direct access to the outside due to a change in grade.  Because the entire 

building is not equipped with fire sprinklers they are required to have direct access to the 

outside from the classrooms.  They need to convert existing windows into emergency 

egress doors.  The window frames are black anodized aluminum.  They are going to replace 

the window frame with a door frame in black aluminum.  She said the existing parking 

spaces will be moved back a few feet from the building to allow for egress and adding 

wheel stops and bollards. 

 

Ms. Andric asked if they would be using any of the exterior for a playground. 

 

Ms. Hoppe said the playground will be located north of the building up on top of a hill.  

The plan to put in a pathway with stones to provide a route for children to get up to the 

playground.  The proposed fence around the playground will be a 6 foot tall picket fence. 

 

Ms. Woleben-Meade asked if the fence would be wooden. 

 

Ms. Hoppe said the fence will be made of PVC which they have used in the past.  The 

finish color is sierra blend. 
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Ms. Andric asked about the shape of the playground. 

 

Ms. Hoppe said the shape might change based on what type of playground equipment they 

decide on. 

 

Mr. Phillips asked if they had a detail of the gate. 

 

Ms. Hoppe said they didn’t have a detail, but it would look like the fence and would have a 

swing gate. 

 

Mr. Bradford asked about the surface of the playground. 

 

Ms. Hoppe said the surface would be grass and poured in place soft surface. 

 

Mr. Sivertsen said the Commission would want to see the playground plan once it has been 

completed. 

 

Mr. Bradford asked how trash would be handled. 

 

Ms. Hoppe said the trash pick-up would be handled by the landlord and there is an existing 

trash enclosure to accommodate the dumpsters. 

 

Mr. Elkins said in addition to the playground he would like to see more information on the 

path leading to the playground. 

 

Mr. Elkins moved to approve Case 2018-AR-01, 3201 Old Glenview Road, Wilmette Child 

Development Center, for an Appearance Review Certificate to convert four windows into 

egress doors and fence material with the condition that the applicant re-appear for review 

of the playground area and path.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Woleben-Meade.  

Voting yes:  Chairman Bradford and Commissioners Andric, Elkins, Miller, Phillips, and 

Woleben-Meade.  Voting no: none.  The motion carried. 

 

2018-AR-04 319 3rd Street 

Yevgeny Goncharov Appearance Review Certificate 
 

Mr. Sivertsen called Case 2018-AR-04, 319 3rd Street, for an Appearance Review 

Certificate to install new windows and lighting at an existing townhome unit. 

 

Mr. Goncharov wanted the Commission to know that the backyard where the proposed 

work is proposed is not seen from the street and it backs up to the CTA.  The previous 

owner did not utilize the backyard.  He wanted to open up the back to make it more 

inviting. 

 

Mr. Bradford asked what color the window frames would be painted. 
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Mr. Goncharov said the windows will be painted ferret brown to match the existing 

windows. 

 

Ms. Woleben-Meade moved to approve Case 2018-AR-04, 319 3rd Street, for an 

Appearance Review Certificate as submitted.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Elkins.  

Voting yes:  Chairman Bradford and Commissioners Andric, Elkins, Miller, Phillips, and 

Woleben-Meade.  Voting no: none.  The motion carried. 

 

IV. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

There were no additional public comments. 

 

V. NEW BUSINESS 

 

Mr. Sivertsen said it was still unclear when Loyola Academy would be coming in for 

review.  A preliminary Planned Unit Development approval was granted for Artis Memory 

Care Center at 333 Ridge Road.  There was no condition placed upon the approval that 

would require them to come before the ARC.  The Women’s Club is working on finding 

another architect for the project so they can move forward. 

 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 

 

At 8:35 p.m., Mr. Phillips moved to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. 

Elkins.  Voting yes:  Chairman Bradford and Commissioners Andric, Elkins, Miller, 

Phillips, and Woleben-Meade.  Voting no: none.  The motion carried. 

 


