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V I L L A G E   O F   W I L M E T T E 
1200 Wilmette Avenue 

WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 

 

MEETING MINUTES  

 

APPEARANCE REVIEW COMMISSION 

 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2018  

7:30 P.M. 

SECOND FLOOR TRAINING ROOM 

 

 

Members Present: Carrie Woleben-Meade, Chair  

Nada Andric  

Richard Brill 

Devan Castellano 

Mason Miller 

Jeffery Saad  

Charles Smith 

 

Members Absent:  None 

 

Guests: None 

 

Staff Present:  Lucas Sivertsen, Business Development Coordinator 
 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Ms. Woleben-Meade called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES; APPEARANCE REVIEW COMMISSION MEETING 

OF NOVEMBER 5, 2018. 

 

Mr. Smith moved to approve the November 5, 2018 meeting minutes.  The motion was 

seconded by Mr. Brill.  Voting yes:  Chair Woleben-Meade and Commissioners Andric, 

Brill, Castellano, Miller, Saad, and Smith.  Voting no: none.  The motion carried. 
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III. CONTINUANCES 

 

Mr. Smith asked if there was specific criteria used to determine the length that a case can 

be continued. 

 

Mr. Sivertsen said it is up to the discretion of the commission.  Typically, if an applicant 

intends on coming back to a date certain or if they have only requested a few continuances 

the request is granted.  If the commission does not wish to continue a case, the applicant 

will need to renotice prior to coming back before the commission.  Depending on the 

number of addresses in the notice area, this could be an easy task or a labor-intensive task.  

He said he would contact the two applicants and let them know the commission may not 

continue the cases any further unless they move forward in good faith. 

 

Mr. Miller moved to continue Case 2018-AR-17, 601 Green Bay Road, and Case 2018-

AR-31, 505 Skokie Boulevard to the January meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. 

Brill.  Voting yes:  Chair Woleben-Meade and Commissioners Andric, Brill, Castellano, 

Miller, Saad, and Smith.  Voting no: none.  The motion carried. 

 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Mr. Brill requested Case 2018-AR-40, 1824 Wilmette Avenue, IL Center for Digestive 

Health, Wall Sign be removed from the consent agenda. 

 

Mr. Smith moved to approve and Appearance Review Certificate for Case 2018-AR-42, 

819, Ridge Road, Lapels Dry Cleaning, Awning Sign.  The motion was seconded by Mr. 

Miller.  Voting yes:  Chair Woleben-Meade and Commissioners Andric, Brill, Castellano, 

Miller, Saad, and Smith.  Voting no: none.  The motion carried. 

 

V. CASES 

 

2018-AR-40 IL Center for Digestive and Liver Health 

1824 Wilmette Avenue Appearance Review Certificate 
 

Mr. Sivertsen said the proposed ground sign is located along Wilmette Avenue east of 

Ridge Road, just past the building occupied by the antique mall.  The applicant wishes to 

reface the existing ground sign.  The existing sign is located approximately 15 feet back 

from the sidewalk. 

 

Mr. Smith said the sign looks very large in the rendering. 

 

Mr. Brill asked how bright the sign would be. 

 

Mr. Sivertsen said staff requested the sign be placed on a dimmer because of its proximity 

to residential properties.  The brightness of the sign is difficult to calculate until the sign is 

installed.  It will be illuminated by many small LED bulbs that are spread throughout the 

inside of the cabinet to provide an even illumination. 
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Mr. Brill said the existing sign is not very visible. 

 

Mr. Smith asked if the existing sign was illuminated. 

 

Mr. Sivertsen said the existing sign is illuminated however, he does not believe the existing 

sign has been turned on for a while.  The building has been vacant for a couple of years. 

 

Ms. Woleben-Meade asked if the commission could restrict the illumination to only the 

hours in which the business is open to alleviate the illumination concerns. 

 

Mr. Sivertsen said the commission has the ability to place conditions on an approval. 

 

Ms. Woleben-Meade said she does not have an issue with the sign as proposed, but thought 

the limitation on hours of illumination would help other commissioners feel comfortable 

with approving the proposal. 

 

Mr. Brill said he lives close to the subject property and said it is heavily residential.  If the 

sign is lit up until 10 or 11 pm it would stand out terribly. 

 

Ms. Andric asked about the intensity of the light from the sign. 

 

Mr. Sivertsen said he has not come across a sign fabricator that will provide specific 

information on the number of lumens produced by an illuminated sign. 

 

Mr. Smith said he would be favorable of the sign if they limited the hours of illumination. 

 

Ms. Andric asked if there was a precedent in the Village that would regulate the proposed 

type of sign. 

 

Mr. Sivertsen said there are illuminated ground signs throughout the Village.  If the 

commission had an issue with this type of sign they could request a text amendment to 

draft specific regulations.  He said conforming signs typically wouldn’t have time 

restrictions placed upon them, however, the commission is within their rights to place 

conditions on the approval if there are specific circumstances.  In this case, there are single-

family homes located directly across the street. 

 

Ms. Woleben-Meade suggested restricting illumination after 10 pm. 

 

Mr. Sivertsen said the Village code still has the restriction of 0.5 foot candles of 

illumination at the property line. 
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Mr. Smith moved to approve Case 2018-AR-40, 1824 Wilmette Avenue, IL Center for 

Digestive and Liver Health, for an Appearance Review Certificate request to reface an 

existing ground sign with the conditions that 1) the maximum foot candles relative to the 

property line be verified and 2) there is a 10 pm to 5 am period in which the sign shall not 

be internally illuminated.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Brill.  Voting yes:  Chair 

Woleben-Meade and Commissioners Andric, Brill, Castellano, Miller, Saad, and Smith.  

Voting no: none.  The motion carried. 

 

VI. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

There were no additional public comments. 

 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 

 

At 8:00 p.m., Ms. Woleben-Meade moved to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was 

seconded by Mr. Miller.  Voting yes:  Chair Woleben-Meade and Commissioners Andric, 

Brill, Castellano, Miller, Saad, and Smith.  Voting no: none.  The motion carried. 


