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V I L L A G E   O F   W I L M E T T E 
1200 Wilmette Avenue 

WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 
 
            

                          (847) 251-2700 

                         FAX    (847) 853-7700 
                               TDD    (847) 853-7634 

                       EMAIL  wilmette@wilmette.com 

 

 

 

MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING OF THE 

VILLAGE PRESIDENT AND BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF 

WILMETTE, ILLINOIS, HELD IN THE SECOND FLOOR TRAINING ROOM 

OF SAID VILLAGE HALL, 1200 WILMETTE AVENUE, WILMETTE, 

ILLINOIS ON THURSDAY, JULY 26, 2007. 

 

 

I. Call to Order 

 

President Canning called the meeting to order at 6:15 p.m. 

 

Members Present: 

 

President    Christopher S. Canning 

Trustees   John Levin 

    Lali Watt  

    Karen Spillers 

    Mari Terman 

    Alan Swanson 

    Mike Basil 

 

Staff Present:   Michael J. Earl, Village Manager 

    Maureen Barry, Assistant Village Manager 

    Brigitte Mayerhofer, Director of Engineering 

 

Minutes transcribed by: Barbara Hirsch, Deputy Village Clerk 

 

Guests Present:  Joanne Aggens 

    John Henik, Ad-Hoc WVC Parking Advisory Group 

    Ellen Clark, Ad-Hoc WVC Parking Advisory Group 

    Mike Naranjo, Ad-Hoc WVC Parking Advisory Group 

    John Revell, Rich and Associates 

    Tom Kaeser, T.Y.Lin 

    John LaPlante, T.Y.Lin 
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II. Report from West Village Center Parking Advisory Group regarding a 

parking structure feasibility study. 

 

Trustee Swanson introduced and thanked the members of the West Village Center 

Parking Advisory Group.  He said that the Group began meeting monthly in the Fall of 

2006. The primary focus of the Group was to research, discuss, and provide 

recommendations for the Village Board on whether to establish a new parking facility on 

or near the Village-owned property located between the Library and the Post Office.  

Specifically, the Group considered the parking needs of the area, the types of facilities 

that would meet those needs, and how such a facility could be funded and constructed. 

 

Trustee Swanson explained that the Group concluded that a consultant was needed to 

accurately analyze the project.  A Request for Proposal for a parking feasibility study was 

sent out to five vendors, and yielded four responses.  The Group chose the firm of Rich 

and Associates, teamed with T. Y. Lin as a traffic subconsultant.    

 

Trustee Swanson explained that the parking structure project was viewed in the same 

terms of constructing a bridge regarding height, size, and location.  He stated that the 

project should not be labeled a garage, as that term carries a lot of connotations.   The 

project is more of a structure, or deck.  He said that location consideration was important, 

as the deck should not infringe on surrounding public or private property.  He addressed 

the size and height of the deck with considerations of whether the deck should be under 

or above ground, how many stories, etc.  Finally, they considered cost, constructability, 

and façade appearance.  He assured that the look of the structure would not be utilitarian, 

such as garages at airports, but would fit in nicely with the character of the residential 

area. 

 

Mr. Revell reviewed the Parking Structure Feasibility Analysis Report presented to the 

Board.  He said the analysis states that there is a projected need for 289 additional spaces. 

The proposed parking structure has been planned for the following user groups; 

1) Library patrons and visitors. 

2) Post Office delivery vehicles, postal employees, and post office visitors and 

customers. 

3) Additional parking for the Wilmette Village Center. 

4) Additional parking for commuters and employees east of Green Bay Road. 

5) Employees, customers and visitors from businesses on block 2 (bounded by 

Green Bay Road, Central Avenue, Wilmette Avenue and Park Avenue) and 

surrounding blocks. 

6) Future parking demand from redevelopment on the remainder of block 2. 

 

Mr. Revell presented two site plan options for review and the Ad Hoc West Village 

Center Parking Committee selected option 1 in the report.  Once option 1 was determined 

to be the preferred alternative, designs for the façade were prepared. Mr. Revell reviewed 

the design concept and the reasons for the specific design. 
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Mr. Kaeser reviewed the traffic study noting they analyzed existing traffic counts and 

looked at the weekday and weekday night peaks, as well as weekend mid-day traffic. The 

results of the analysis of the proposed parking structure on traffic was that there would be 

little impact at peak times. 

 

Trustee Watt expressed concerns with possible traffic build ups turning off of Green Bay 

Road onto Wilmette Avenue and Central Avenue. 

 

Trustee Swanson, Mr. Kaeser and Ms. Mayerhofer all said they believed that there would 

be minimal impact on traffic coming and going to the proposed parking structure. 

 

Trustee Watt asked about the direction of pedestrian flow from the proposed parking 

structure. 

 

Trustee Swanson said they tried to make the stairs and elevator placement in the proposed 

structure convenient for pedestrians.  There was also consideration given for library and 

postal service vehicles when determining pedestrian access. 

 

Trustee Terman asked if it was possible to provide some type of pedestrian bridge in the 

area. 

 

Trustee Swanson said there were many issues and regulations to consider when designing 

the proposed parking structure and these would be addressed later in the process. 

 

Mr. Revell reviewed the proposed façades for the parking structure provided in the 

report. They tried to provide green space and also make the area pedestrian friendly.  He 

noted the proposed structure will mostly be constructed of concrete. Mr. Revell also 

reviewed the different financing of the design and construction of the proposed structure. 

 

President Canning asked how public review of the project would be handled. 

 

Mr. Revell suggested an open house for residents, a report of public comment and a final 

public review of the project. 

 

Trustee Levin asked how the cost would be justified to all residents. 

 

Trustee Swanson said the Village Board has requested grants from the federal and state 

governments. 

 

Mr. McBrien, Plan Commission, said there are other options for payment such as 

development contribution.  
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President Canning suggested that the West Village Center Parking Advisory Committee 

discuss the public benefit issues of the proposed structure and how the structure could 

possibly be financed.  He also suggested that the Plan Commission also review the 

proposed parking structure and both committees come back to a future Committee of the 

Whole meeting. 

 

IV. Adjournment 

 

Trustee Watt moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:05 p.m., seconded by Trustee Terman.   

All voted aye, the motion carried. 


