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V I L L A G E   O F   W I L M E T T E 
1200 Wilmette Avenue 

WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 
 
            

                          (847) 251-2700 

                         FAX    (847) 853-7700 
                               TDD    (847) 853-7634 

                       EMAIL  wilmette@wilmette.com 

 

MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING OF THE 

VILLAGE PRESIDENT AND BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF 

WILMETTE, ILLINOIS, HELD IN THE AUDITORIUM OF THE COMMUNITY 

RECREATION CENTER, 3000 GLENVIEW ROAD, WILMETTE, ILLINOIS ON 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2008. 

 

I. Call to Order 

 

President Canning called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m. 

 

Members Present: 

President    Christopher S. Canning 

Trustees   Alan Swanson 

    Lali Watt 

    John Levin 

    Mari Terman 

    Karen Spillers 

    Mike Basil  

 

Staff Present:   Michael J. Earl, Village Manager 

    George Carpenter, Police Chief 

    John Adler, Director of Community Development 

Lisa Roberts, Assistant Director of Community  

Development 

Lucas Sivertsen, Planner III 

Erika Fabisch, Planner I 

 

I. Presentation of Urban Land Institute (ULI) Technical Assistance Panel’s   

Wilmette Village Center Report – (Report is Attached to these Minutes). 

 

President Canning explained that the Village requested ULI to convene a 

Technical Assistance Panel (TAP) regarding how to revitalize Wilmette’s Village 

Center.  He discussed previous studies that have been conducted regarding the 

Village Center and that the ULI has used these studies to develop their 

suggestions.  President Canning then introduced Terry Frankiewicz, Chair of 

TAP. 



2/11/08  Approved 2/26/08  

 2 

 

Ms. Terry Frankiewicz provided background on ULI and the TAP process and the 

process specific to Wilmette.  She introduced Mark Angelini, TAP member. 

 

Mr. Mark Angelini outlined the guiding principals that the TAP followed in 

studying Wilmette.  He talked about the sites to focus on and the hurdles that must 

be overcome to bring about significant revitalization of the Village Center. He 

introduced Ruth Wuorenma, TAP member. 

 

Ms. Ruth Wuorenma outlined the implementation process.  She talked about site 

assemblage and the need for a Village Center Master Plan that would be adopted 

as an amendment to the Village’s Comprehensive Plan.  She introduced Brad 

White, TAP member. 

 

Mr. Brad White talked about housing policy related to any Village Center related 

redevelopment.  He explained what other municipalities have done related to 

work force and affordable housing. 

 

Mark Angelini reiterated the phasing priority preferred by the TAP. 

 

II. Public Comment on ULI Report and Recommendations 

 

Alex Huszagh, Wilmette resident, questioned if a parking structure between the 

library and post office would negatively impact the small town feel of that area.  

Ms. Frankiewicz said that is something that would need to be discussed during the 

Master Plan process and possibly altered depending on input received. 

 

Mark Singer, Wilmette resident, asked if the presentation would be available. 

 

Unidentified woman said that there were challenging and creative ideas proposed 

but questioned how the impacts related to construction such as temporary lack of 

parking would be addressed.  Mr. White said some of the impacts can be 

addressed by proper phasing of development.  Ms. Frankiewicz said that Village 

Center construction will create nuisances.  

 

Mark Walich, Wilmette resident and ULI member, asked about traffic and if that 

was taken into account during the TAP’s review.  He noticed that a transportation 

consultant was part of the review panel.  Ms. Frankiewicz said that any plan 

would require a detailed traffic analysis.  Mr. Angelini said that there was nothing 

fundamental uncovered that could not be able to be overcome. 

 

Unidentified man asked about how improving pedestrian access across Green Bay 

Road would be accomplished. Ms. Frankiewicz said the panel was not thinking 

over or under passes but aesthetic changes that changed the perception of Green 

Bay Road as a barrier to pedestrians. 
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A question regarding working with Metra was asked.  Mr. Angelini indicated that 

a community his company worked for was successful in working with Metra 

during a redevelopment project.  Ms. Wuorenma said going to Metra with a 

consensus plan is important. 

 

Trustee Watt asked if there was a body of literature regarding what has worked 

elsewhere.  Mr. Angelini said that ULI has a lot of good literature to review.  Ms. 

Wuorenma said that a good design firm can help answer many of the questions 

that arise during a Master Plan process.  Trustee Watt said it is important to her 

that the Village does not shoot for mediocrity. 

 

Jay Beadle, Wilmette resident, asked if anybody looked into the possibility of 

dropping the railroad tracks like our neighbor to the north.  President Canning 

said that was looked at over 50 years ago at a cost of $2,000,000 but Wilmette 

voters at that time voted it down. 

 

Trustee Terman felt that building up to the tracks should help tie the east and west 

Village Centers together.  She agreed that outstanding architecture will be 

important to any Village Center redevelopment. 

 

Mitch Miller, developer of 611 Greene Bay Road, asked if the phasing 

improvements to the Green Bay Road traffic signals have been budgeted for.  Mr. 

Earl said monies have been budgeted and work is scheduled to begin later this  

year.  

 

Alex Hazaugh asked where the Farmer’s Market would locate if the Metra lot was 

improved.  Mr. Angelini said that level of detail would be addressed in a Master 

Plan. 

 

Paul Holzman, ARC member and Wilmette resident, said he did a quick study of 

the cost of lowering the railroad tracks and selling air right to developers and it 

worked out financially.  He thinks somebody should look into that.  

 

Jay Beadle asked how the proposed redevelopment would impact other Village 

Center stores.  Mr. Angelini said that good redevelopment could have a positive 

snow balling effect.  Ms. Wuorenma said it would add more people to the street 

thus helping existing businesses. 

 

Trustee Watt asked if the Village should determine what architecture defines what 

we are and try and reconcile how that architecture works with commercial uses 

today. Ms. Wuorenma said that the Village does not have to accept the lowest 

denominator and that a good consultant will help make sure that does not happen. 

 

III. Adjournment 

 

 The meting was adjourned at approximately 9:05 pm.  
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