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MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE VILLAGE 
PRESIDENT AND BOARD OF TRUSTEES HELD ON 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2012, AT 7:00 P.M. IN THE 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF THE WILMETTE VILLAGE HALL, 1200 

WILMETTE AVENUE, WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 
 
 
 
 
Members Present: Village President Christopher Canning  
 Trustee Michael Basil 
 Trustee Bob Bielinski 
 Trustee Cameron Krueger  
 Trustee Ted McKenna  

Trustee Alan Swanson 
Trustee Julie Wolf  

 
Members Absent: None  

 
Staff Present: Timothy J. Frenzer, Village Manager 
 Kathleen Gargano, Assistant Village Manager 
 John Prejzner, Assistant to the Village Manager 
 Melinda Molloy, Finance Director 
 Robert Amoruso, Staff Accountant 
 John Adler, Assistant Director of Community Development 
 Michael Zimmermann, Corporation Counsel 
 Barbara L. Hirsch, Deputy Village Clerk 
 
 
I. Call to Order. 

President Canning called the special meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.   

President Canning and Trustees Basil, Bielinski, Krueger, McKenna, Swanson, and 
Wolf were present.   

II. Introduction of Ordinance No. 2012-O-80 approving a Sales and Development 
 Agreement for 611 Green Bay Road – Waiver of Rules; Adoption of Ordinance 
 No. 2012-O-80 approving a Sales and Development Agreement for 611 Green 
 Bay Road. 

 President Canning introduced Ordinance No. 2012-O-80 approving a Sales and 
 Development Agreement for 611 Green Bay Road. 
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 President Canning said the meeting this evening is devoted solely to the discussion 
 of approval to sell 611 Green Bay Road to Lexington Homes LLC for $4 million.  He 
 said the approval of the contract is only the first step in the public process 
 required to make the redevelopment a reality.  The developer must still follow the 
 Village’s Appearance Review and Zoning process where the public will have multiple 
 opportunities to view final plans and comment on the project at public meetings. 
 Once the contract is approved, Lexington Homes will be able to begin the process of 
 submitting plans for the site for public inspection and comment. They will move on to 
 the public meetings process before the Appearance Review Commission, the Zoning 
 Board of Appeals and final approval from the Village Board. 

 Trustee Swanson moved to waive the rules and adopt the ordinance this evening, 
 seconded by Trustee Basil. 

 Voting yes: Trustees Swanson, Bielinski, Basil, Krueger, McKenna, Wolf and 
 President Canning.  Voting no: none.  The  motion carried. 

 Trustee Wolf moved adoption of Ordinance No. 2012-O-80 approving a Sales and 
 Development Agreement for 611 Green Bay Road, seconded by Trustee Bielinski. 

President Canning said the proposed contract is the end product of a great deal of 
work that has gone on over the years. The Village worked with Urban Land Institute 
for technical assistance panel which indicated to the Village that it needed to have a 
Master Plan for the Village Center and West Village Center.  The Village was able to 
secure a grant from the Regional Transportation Authority to plan the Village Center 
and the Master Plan was adopted in January 2011.  In January 2012, the Village 
started a request for proposal (RFP) project seeking bids for purchasing the property 
at 611 Green Bay Road as well as other properties in the Village Center.  Through 
negotiations and careful consideration, the contract before the Board this evening is 
the product of that between the Village and Lexington homes. Only the property at 
611 Green Bay Road is involved and the purchase price is $4million, which is a price 
higher than the Village paid to acquire the property. 

 Trustee Basil said people should recognize that this is the result of a very long 
 process with many bidders and many potential interested buyers and this is the best 
 offer the Village has received. The contract is consistent with all the studies
 President Canning has outlined and he believes it is a good resolution. 

 President Canning asked if there was anyone present to speak to the issue. 

 Mrs. Wine-Banks, West End Antiques, 619 Green Bay Road, said she does not 
 oppose the contract but she has concerns regarding the conceptual site plan. 

President Canning said the concept plans were included in the contract at the 
request of the Village Board to let residents know what might be built there, but the 
plans are still subject to the review of the Appearance Review Commission, the 
Zoning Board of Appeals and the Village Board.  President Canning said the Village 
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Board is not voting on any plans this evening, only the contract for purchasing the 
land is being voted on this evening. 

 Mrs. Wine-Banks said she did call the developer of the project but he has not 
 returned her call and she wants to be sure that she is consulted regarding the 
 building plans as her business is right next door to 611 Green Bay Road. 

President Canning said there are very different rules for approving a contract and 
when an application is made to the Appearance Review Commission and Zoning 
Board of Appeals. He said neighbors in the area will be receiving notice once an 
application has been made and a meeting scheduled. 

 Mrs. Wine-Banks said she has many engineering concerns regarding her building at 
 619 Green Bay Road and the proposed development plans. She would like to speak 
 with the developer of the property to be part of the process from the beginning of 
 the project. 

Michael Banks, West End Antiques, said he did not know about the contract of the 
property until he was contacted by a reporter that the property next to him was 
possibly being sold for $4 million.  He also has concerns regarding his building next 
to 611 Green Bay Road. 

Trustee Bielinski said by necessity and under Illinois law, negotiations for the 
purchase of 611 Green Bay Road were not negotiated in public but once a contract 
was ready for approval, the Village Board brought it to the public immediately. The 
Village  Board announced at the December 11, 2012 Village Board meeting that a 
contract  had been reached for 611 Green Bay Road and that there would be a 
Special  Meeting to approve the contract on December 19, 2012. The notice and 
plans were placed on the Village website also on December 11, 2012. 

Mr. Banks said he believed he should have been contacted by the developer entering 
into the contract. Trustee Bielinski said the developer may have been waiting to 
return the Banks calls  until the contract was approved this evening. 

 President Canning noted that there was no one else to speak on the item. 

Trustee Swanson said he would like to clarify that the effective date of the contract 
will be when the Village Board approves the contract.  Once the contract is approved, 
then there are three months for due diligence by the developer, three  more months 
for the developer to prepare the necessary plans and drawings for a specific 
proposal, and nine months for the actual approval process to take place.  He said the 
idea is to do the process correctly and then perhaps in 2014 construction will be 
underway.  
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Trustee Bielinski said approval of the contract is only the beginning, there are a lot of 
conditions that need to be satisfied, there is a lot of work to do, and there is a lot of 
opportunity for public input.  He thanked President Canning for his leadership on the 
issue and thanked everyone involved in the Village Center Master Plan process 
especially Tom Nathan as he was the chairman of the process.  Trustee Bielinski 
said the approval of the contract validates the Village’s strategy, the Village’s Master 
Plan process and the actions that the Village Board took in connection with that 
process. There is a long way to go but the concept is consistent with the Village 
Master Plan which was vetted over a period of 12 months with community input.  He 
is enthusiastic to support the agreement. 

Trustee Basil said he believes the contract is a good solution to a difficult problem.  
The price is appropriate as it does right by the many plans discussed over the years.  
He will support the contract and looks forward to public input and good things that the 
developer can bring to the Village of Wilmette. 

Trustee McKenna said he will support the contract as he is excited that there is an 
experienced developer, the developer accepts the vision from the Village Master 
Plan, and the proposed price is greater than the original purchase price. 

Trustee Wolf said she would like to emphasize that this is a continuation of a process 
that began with the Master Plan. There was a lot of public input and this is the first 
step of moving forward to a development that is in keeping with that Plan.  There will 
be opportunities for public input in review and transparency throughout the continuing 
process. She is very excited and enthusiastic about the process. 

President Canning said like his colleagues, he can support approval of the contract. 
With the adoption of the Village Center Plan, owning such a key parcel right in the 
heart of the Village Center was important and the Village Board believed that it would 
improve the likelihood of the Village being able to build a plan that residents had input 
on. To now have an opportunity with an experienced developer, who has reviewed 
the Master Plan and wants to build in conformity with that Master Plan, begins to 
allow us to make that plan a reality.  He said what actually is going to be built will be 
the subject of public input and he expects there will be a great deal of public input. He 
looks forward to trying to have a development built that not only meets the vision of 
the Master Plan but will contribute significantly for years to come to our Village 
Center. 

 Voting yes on the adoption of Ordinance No. 2012-O-80 approving a Sales and 
 Development Agreement for 611 Green Bay Road:  Trustees Swanson, Bielinski, 
 Basil, Krueger, McKenna, Wolf and  President Canning.  Voting no: none.   
 The motion carried. 
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III. Adjournment 

Trustee Bielinski moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Trustee Basil.  No 
discussion occurred on the motion. Voting yes:  Trustees Swanson, Bielinski, Basil, 
Krueger, McKenna, Wolf and President Canning.  Voting “no”: none.  The motion 
carried.   

The special meeting was thereafter adjourned at 7:28 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
 
Barbara L. Hirsch 
Deputy Village Clerk     
   

 


