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BOARD/COMMISSION/COMMITTEE: Environmental and Energy Commission 

DATE OF MEETING: Thursday, November 21, 2019 

NAMES OF MEMBERS AND STAFF: 

Members Present: Julie Wolf, Arthur Haut, Rebecca Boyd, Joel Feinstein,  Michael Kim, William 

Muno, and Kenneth Parkhill 

Members Absent:  Amanda Ault,  April Cesaretti  

Staff Present: John Adler, Director of Community Development; Kate Amoruso,  Assistant to the 

Director of Engineering & Public Works; Kate McManus, Planner II 

AGENDA 

Agenda Item – Review of October 10, 2019 Meeting Minutes 

Minutes were unanimously approved with revisions by Commissioner Kim and Commissioner Muno.  

Agenda Item – Chair’s Report 

Chair Wolf noted that since each Commissioner is assigned to a section of the Sustainability Plan, each 

Commissioner will be responsible for adding footnotes to their own section. She reminded the 

Commission that a Doodle poll was sent out for the upcoming meeting dates. She reviewed the 

expected timeframe for the Sustainability Plan development including reviews by staff, the 

Administration Committee and the Village Board.  

Agenda Item – Staff Report  

Kate McManus talked about SolSmart and community solar. John Adler discussed the two community 

solar enrollment options. Kate Amoruso stated that the Doodle poll has been updated with additional 

time options. She provided updates on the Mayor’s Monarch Pledge, a new stormwater credits and 

incentives program, and the MWRD grant for the Village Hall parking lot improvements.  She stated 

that staff is working on an updated greenhouse gas emissions inventory. 

Agenda Item – Sustainability Plan Review 

Commissioner Boyd presented a PowerPoint on climate change. The Commissioners discussed the 

Climate and Energy chapters of the plan. They discussed that the Climate chapter would be 

overarching and that the recommendations in the other chapters would refer back to the broader 

Climate chapter. 
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Agenda Item – Public Comment 

Diana Hackbarth asked if the plan would include outdoor air quality. Commissioner Boyd stated that 

yes, outdoor air quality will be addressed in the plan. Linda Kurtz stated that Going Green Matters is 

scheduled for March 8, 2020 and encouraged the Commission to provide an exhibit for the event and 

volunteered to assist in the creation of the exhibit. Saima Abbassi asked if the Commission or Village 

has identified the biggest polluters in Wilmette. Mr. Adler answered no. Chair Wolf stated that while 

the biggest polluters haven’t been identified yet, based on the 2011 emission study, approximately 80 

percent of greenhouse gas emissions comes from residential use. David Price asked if the Parks 

Department is considering installing solar panels on the Recreation Center and noted the large size of 

the impervious parking lot. Mr. Price mentioned that utility companies will conduct free energy audits 

for apartment buildings and stated that the biggest energy loss on old buildings is often due to the lack 

of adequate roof insulation.  

DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING: TBD 

PERSON PREPARING SUMMARY:  

Kate McManus, Planner II 


