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BOARD/COMMISSION/COMMITTEE: Environmental and Energy Commission 

DATE OF MEETING: Monday, January 18, 2020 

NAMES OF MEMBERS AND STAFF: 

Members Present: Julie Wolf, Joel Feinstein, William Muno, April Cesaretti, and Kenneth Parkhill 

Members Absent:  Amanda Ault and Arthur Haut.  

Staff Present: John Adler, Director of Community Development; Kate Amoruso, Assistant to the 

Director of Engineering & Public Works; Kate McManus, Planner III; Alex Arteaga, Management 

Analyst. 

AGENDA 

Agenda Item – Review of December 17, 2020 Meeting Minutes 

Minutes were unanimously approved. 

Agenda Item – Chair’s Report 

Chair Wolf informed the Commission that she will be serving on a panel in an upcoming Go Green 

Wilmette meeting pertaining to Dark Skies Initiatives. The panel is occurring on February 1, 2021.   

Agenda Item – Staff Report  

Alex Arteaga informed the Commission that two Environmental and Energy Commissioner appointment 

recommendations will be made at the upcoming Village Board meeting on January 26, 2021. As such, 

the Commission will wait until new Commissioners are appointed before creating working groups to 

cover the green initiatives that the Commission has highlighted for further research in the coming 

months. Mr. Arteaga provided an update for the Draft Sustainability Plan that was undergoing Village 

staff review, Mr. Arteaga expects to receive updated chapters from staff soon and will send a version of 

the Draft Sustainability Plan that incorporates staff feedback to Commissioners once all feedback has 

been received.  

Agenda Item – Sustainability Plan Update 

The Commission reviewed the Draft Sustainability Plan template that was created by Kate Amoruso. 

Ms. Amoruso explained how she structured the template, noting that the use of graphics and Village 

images is an effective way to increase readability and clarify important information that is included in 

the Draft Sustainability Plan.  Ms. Amoruso urged Commissioners to provide further feedback if they 

prefer, and the plan template can be updated and revised as necessary. 
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Agenda Item – Discussion of Sustainability Initiatives 

Chair Wolf reviewed the 2021 EEC Initiatives Memo that was a part of the meeting packet. The memo 

outlines the green initiatives that the EEC is prioritizing in the coming months and provides guidelines 

for how Commissioners are to research their assigned topics. Chair Wolf reminded the Commission that 

multiple policy options will be provided to the Administration Committee of the Village Board for all 

prioritized initiatives, and that the Commission has resources that we can take advantage of, like 

partnering with Go Green Wilmette when conducting such research.  

Agenda Item – Public Comment 

Linda Kurtz of Go Green Wilmette thanked the Commission for their continued work on the Draft 

Sustainability Plan, and urged Commissioners to attend the upcoming Dark Skies Initiatives Panel if 

able. Last, Mrs. Kurtz informed the Commission that Beth Drucker of Go Green Wilmette is a part of 

the Village’s Sesquicentennial Planning Committee, and if the EEC has any celebration ideas that 

revolve around sustainability and green issues, to forward those ideas to the Committee. 

Elyse Steiner informed the Commission of her past professional experience pertaining to issues of 

sustainability, and offered to help the Commission on finalizing the Draft Sustainability Plan if possible. 

The Commission thanked her for the offer and Mrs. Steiner was referred to the Village’s Talent Bank 

Questionnaire in case she was interested in serving on any Village Board or Commission.  

Justin Shepherd informed the Commission that as a candidate for Village Trustee, he was in attendance 

to learn more about the Commission’s recent work and upcoming initiatives.  

 

DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING: TBD 

PERSON PREPARING SUMMARY:  

Alex Arteaga, Management Analyst.  


