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This summary is provided as a convenience to the Village Board and staff. This is not an official record 

of proceedings of any Village of Wilmette Board, Commission or Committee. Official Minutes are 

recorded and maintained by the Clerks’ Office.  

BOARD/COMMISSION/COMMITTEE: Environmental and Energy Commission 

DATE OF MEETING: Thursday, June 10, 2021 

NAMES OF MEMBERS AND STAFF: 

Members Present: Julie Wolf, Joel Feinstein, William Muno, Arthur Haut, Ken Parkhill, and Bruce 

Davidson. 

Members Absent: April Cesaretti, and Amanda Ault.  

Staff Present: John Adler, Director of Community Development; Kate McManus, Planner III; Alex 

Arteaga, Management Analyst. 

AGENDA 

Agenda Item – Review of March 3, 2021 Meeting Minutes 

Minutes were unanimously approved. 

Agenda Item – Chair’s Report 

Chair Wolf inquired with Village Staff regarding Tree Preservation Ordinances and when the Land Use 

Committee of the Village Board would meet regarding the issue. Mr. Arteaga responded that research 

into the topic is ongoing, Mr. Adler added that the issue is expected to be presented to the Land Use 

Committee sometime in July 2021.   

Agenda Item – Staff Report  

Alex Arteaga informed the Commission that they will need to meet once more to take a final vote on the 

adoption of the Draft Sustainability Plan, considering there are a few staff comments that need to be 

responded to prior to finalizing the plan. Mr. Arteaga will reach out to Commissioners as needed to 

finalize all Draft Sustainability Plan chapters and the Commission will vote on a final plan at their next 

meeting. 

John Adler updated the Commission on the Village’s Comprehensive Plan, noting the Village intends to 

move forward with an outside firm to start Comprehensive Plan drafting and future implementation. Mr. 

Adler mentioned that the Commission will be involved in the drafting process since sustainability issues 

will be incorporated into the plan, Mr. Adler will inform the Commission of any notable tasks as needed 

once the drafting process begins.   
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Agenda Item – Sustainability Plan Update 

Commissioners discussed the few remaining portions of the Draft Sustainability Plan that need to be 

updated, Mr. Arteaga noted that he would be in contact with various Commissioners to assist with 

finalizing their chapters. The commission intends on meeting again soon to conduct a final vote on the 

adoption of the Draft Sustainability Plan.  

 

Commissioner Haut inquired about future meetings needing to be held in-person rather than remotely. 

Mr. Adler informed the Commission that it’s the Villages intention to have all Board and Commission 

meetings be conducted in-person, adding that the move to Phase 5 of the Restore Illinois plan will most 

likely bring the end of state disaster declarations, thus requiring public meetings to be held in-person. 

As such, the next EEC meeting will occur at Village Hall.  

 

Agenda Item – Public Comment 

Linda Kurtz thanked the Commission for their ongoing work and informed the Commission of an 

upcoming Go Green Wilmette webinar regarding various composting programs available to Wilmette 

residents and the benefit of composting in general. Ms. Kurtz added that the Commission should consider 

reviewing refuse and recycling programs and associated charges to residents, noting that the current 

pricing system doesn’t incentivize residents to produce less waste.   

Karen Glennemeier also thanked the Commission for their ongoing work on the Draft Sustainability Plan 

and commented on Commissioner Davidson’s findings pertaining to Renewable Energy Credits 

(REC’s). Ms. Glennemeier added that the Commission should look to require REC’s that go above and 

beyond state mandates, Commissioner Muno added that the topic will continue to be examined by the 

renewable energy working group.  

DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING: TBD 

PERSON PREPARING SUMMARY:  

Alex Arteaga, Management Analyst.  


