
 

         
  

 

1200 Wilmette Avenue 
WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

ENVIRONMENTAL AND ENERGY COMMISSION 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 23, 2019 
6:30 P.M. 

VILLAGE BOARD CONFERENCE ROOM 
 

Members Present: Chris Dunn, Chairman 
 Amanda Ault 
 Rebecca Boyd 
 April Cesaretti 
 Nathan Kebede 
 Michael Kim 
 William Muno  
 

Members Absent: Arthur Haut, Linda Kurtz 
 

Staff Present: John Adler, Director of Community Development 
 Kate Amoruso, Assistant to the Director of Engineering & Public Works 
 Kate McManus, Planner II 
 

Guests: Trudy Gibbs and Karen Glennemeier, Go Green Wilmette; Nancy 
Hoying and Alanah Fitch, League of Women Voters; Catherine Buntin, 
Chicago Area Peace Action; and Jeff Axelrod, Resident. 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Chairman Dunn called the meeting to order at 6:33 P.M. 
 
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Chairman Dunn directed the Commission’s attention to the draft minutes of the 
Environmental and Energy Commission meeting of October 3, 2018. 
 
Mr. Adler noted that he received a request from Dr. Haut to amend the October 3 
minutes, revising “Commissioner Haut” to “Dr. Haut.” 
 
Chairman Dunn called for a motion that the Commission approve the minutes pending 
the previously stated correction. Commissioner Ault moved to approve and 
Commissioner Kebede seconded the motion. Minutes were unanimously approved 
as amended. 



 

 
III. CHAIRMAN’S  REPORT 

 
Chairman Dunn explained that the Commissioners have outlined goals from the 
Greenest Region’s Compact 2 (GRC2) that they wish to spearhead. Chairman Dunn 
noted that he and Mr. Adler recently held a meeting with members of the League of 
Women Voters earlier in the week to enhance outreach. 
 
Ms. McManus informed the Commission that Wilmette has signed on to Climate 
Mayors and that she will participating in a monthly webinar for members. Ms. 
McManus stated that the Village is also in the process of applying for SolSmart 
designation. 

 
IV. GREENEST REGION COMPACT 2 PROCESS DISCUSSION 

 
Chairman Dunn suggested that the Commissioners create working groups to facilitate 
completion of GRC2 goals.  

 
Chairman Dunn stated that Commissioners have suggested local groups such as Go 
Green Wilmette and the League of Women Voters, and Village staff designate 
individuals who can assist each working group and provide additional input to 
facilitate completion of GRC2 goals. 
 
Chairman Dunn then suggested the Commissioners begin researching their selected 
sections of the GRC2, and send their preliminary findings and recommendations to 
Staff by March 1. Staff would then organize these findings for the next meeting on 
April 25.  
 
Chairman Dunn stated that the Commission will request input from other community 
shareholders, such as the Wilmette Chamber of Commerce. Chairman Dunn also 
stated that he will attempt to find ways to increase public participation more broadly, 
such as workshops and hearings.  
 
Ms. Amoruso directed the Commission’s attention to the three example sustainability 
plans for the City of Highland Park, the Villages of Niles, and the Village of 
Schaumburg, which were previously distributed to the Commissioners. Ms. Amoruso 
stated that these three sustainability plans represent a cross-section of what the 
Commission could produce for Wilmette’s sustainability plan, and suggested that they 
be discussed more on the basis of structure, rather than content. Ms. Amoruso 
distributed outline summaries of these sustainability plans, and stated that the Niles 
plan was recommended by Village staff to be used as a template. 
 
Commissioner Cesaretti inquired why some elements in the GRC2 Framework were 
labeled as “Not Planned,” and if the Commission should not consider them. Mr. Adler 
responded that while these items are not specifically planned for completion by the 
Village, the Commission can decide that they are important and prioritize accordingly. 



 

 
The Commissioners discussed the time frame suggested by Chairman Dunn and 
staff, requesting that Commissioners send their preliminary findings and 
recommendations to Staff by March 1. Commissioner Boyd suggested moving up the 
due date to sometime in February. Chairman Dunn noted that the Commissioners are 
being asked to research and organize a great deal in the next five weeks, and that 
these plans typically take six to nine months to complete. Chairman Dunn stated that 
the draft sustainability plan could be submitted to the Village Board by the end of the 
year. 
 
Commissioner Ault asked for a clarification on what deliverables are expected on 
March 1. Chairman Dunn stated that Commissioners would be asked to provide 
summaries of their preliminary findings and recommendations for each section, which 
Village staff would compile and share with the Commissioners to review prior to the 
April meeting.  
 
Ms. Amoruso stated that the Village of Niles held public workshops when drafting 
their sustainability plan, and suggested that Village staff could reach out to Niles to 
inquire about that process. 

 
Commissioner Kebede inquired about the length of time dedicated to completing the 
Niles sustainability plan. Ms. Amoruso responded that Niles spent ten months on their 
plan. Commissioner Cesaretti pointed out that Niles spent four months on their initial 
working draft, and another four months refining that draft.  
 
Commissioner Boyd suggested proposing a long range timeline for completing the 
plan, and setting meetings along the way. Mr. Adler stated that the frequency of 
Commission meetings could be decided during the April 25 meeting. 
 
Commissioner Kebede asked when the points of contact from outside organizations 
would be identified and connected with the Commissioners. Chairman Dunn 
responded he believes these contacts would be identified in one to two weeks.  
 
Ms. Hoying stated that it would be beneficial for the League of Women Voters to know 
which areas of expertise being sought. Mr. Adler added that the Commission is not 
limited to exclusively requesting assistance from the League of Women Voters or Go 
Green Wilmette, but from others as well, such as work colleagues, etc. 
 
Chairman Dunn suggested to the Commission to review the three distributed 
sustainability plans, and then to consider what should be fine-tuned for Wilmette when 
accounting for its distinct characteristics. Commissioner Cesaretti suggested 
adopting one of the three sample sustainability plan formats to use as a template for 
consistency purposes. 
 
Commissioner Muno stated that some goal sections are related to one another, which 
will necessitate Commissioners to collaborate to avoid overlaps. Commissioner Ault 



 

expressed her concern that Commissioners might be duplicating their efforts 
inadvertently if working in relative isolation, per the requirements of the Open 
Meetings Act. Chairman Dunn responded that Village staff can identify any overlaps 
once the preliminary recommendations are received on March 1.  

 
Chairman Dunn asked for public comments, to which Ms. Glennemeier asked the 
Commission to establish ambitious, difference-making goals, and suggested ways to 
enhance collaboration between Commissioners. 

 
Ms. Buntin stated that the Chicago Area Peace Action could provide expertise 
regarding greenhouse gas emissions and energy efficiency, and suggested 
considering other resources in addition to the GRC2 to reduce emissions, and identify 
which action items would have the biggest impact. Ms. Buntin then distributed a report 
regarding Wilmette’s past energy use, based on data from 2007.  
 
Ms. Hoying thanked the Village staff for submitting the packets and sustainability 
plans on the Village website. Ms. Hoying also stated that the Commission will receive 
support from the League of Women’s Voters for hosting open houses. Ms. Hoying 
also recommended the Commission coordinate with Trustee Dodd to give a 
presentation to the Village Board pertaining to the Commission’s activities. 
 
Director Adler suggested to Chairman Dunn propose a motion charging the 
Commissioners with submitting their initial goals and recommendations to Village 
staff, using the Niles sustainability plan as a template, by March 1. Chairman Dunn 
added that Village staff would then summarize the provided information and add any 
other relevant substantive information. This summary would then be distributed to the 
Commissioners in advance of the April 25 meeting, at which time the Commissioners 
can identify future objectives and set additional deadlines. Commissioner Kim called 
for a motion to approve this course of action. Commissioner Muno seconded the 
motion. Motion approved unanimously.  

 
V. New Business 

 
Chairman Dunn discussed the Commission’s participation in the upcoming Going 
Green Matters event on March 10.  Chairman Dunn stated that an invitation to the 
Commission is forthcoming, and advocated that the Commissioners attend. 
 
Ms. Amoruso stated that the Village Board recently approved a contract with the 
Center for Neighborhood Technology for a Rain-Ready Wilmette program. Ms. 
Amoruso explained the program components, and added that more information will 
be posted on the Village website. 
 
Ms. Amoruso also stated that the new food scrap composting program will be 
advertised in the February issue of The Communicator. This program will run from 
April to November, concurrently with the Yard Waste Program.  
 



 

Commissioner Boyd stated that she recently attended the 2018 United Nations 
Climate Change Conference, outlined the elements discussed at the conference, and 
relayed how the objectives of the Commission relate to broader goals worldwide.   
 

VI.  Public Comment 
 
No additional public comment.  
 

VII. Adjournment 
 
Chairman Dunn called for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Kebede 
moved to adjourn the meeting and Commissioner Muno seconded the motion. The 
meeting was adjourned at 8:16 P.M. 

 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Kate Amoruso 
Assistant to the Director of Engineering & Public Works 


