
 

 

         

  
 

1200 Wilmette Avenue 

WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

ENVIRONMENTAL AND ENERGY COMMISSION 
 

THURSDAY, October 10, 2019 

6:15 P.M. 

VILLAGE HALL TRAINING ROOM – 2ND FLOOR OF WILMETTE VILLAGE HALL 
 

Members Present: Julie Wolf, Chair 

 Amanda Ault 

 Rebecca Boyd 

 April Cesaretti 

 Michael Kim 

 William Muno 

 Kenneth Parkhill 

 Joel Feinstein   
 

Members Absent: Arthur Haut 
 

Staff Present: John Adler, Director of Community Development 

 Kate Amoruso, Assistant to the Director of Engineering & Public Works 
 

Guests: Beth Drucker of Go Green Wilmette 

 Karen Glennemeier of Go Green Wilmette 

 Nancy Hoying of the League of Women Voters 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chair Wolf called the meeting to order at 6:15 P.M. 

 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Chair Wolf directed the Commission’s attention to the draft minutes of the Environmental and 

Energy Commission meeting of April 25, 2019 

 

Chair Wolf called for a motion that the Commission approve the minutes as drafted. 

Commissioner Kim moved to approve and Commissioner Ault seconded the motion. Minutes 

were unanimously approved as amended. 

 

III. CHAIR’S  REPORT 

 

Chair Wolf gave an overview of the task of creating a sustainability plan for the Village of 
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Wilmette, and noted that each Commission meeting would discuss and amend the various 

parts of the sustainability plan. Ultimately, the final draft plan will be presented to the 

Administration Committee then to the Village Board for approval.  

 

Chair Wolf informed the Commission that they would be discussing the sections of the draft 

plan covering Land Use and Sustainable Communities tonight, and the Mobility section if 

time permits. The next meeting will focus on the Climate and Energy sections, while the 

following meeting will focus on the sections covering Waste & Recycling, Water, Municipal 

Operations and Leadership. The following meeting would focus on Economic Development 

and any other remaining components of the draft plan.  

 

IV. STAFF REPORT 

 

Mr. Adler provided updates on SolSmart, noting how the Village will advance from being 

designated as Bronze to Silver. Mr. Adler also provided a brief overview of SolSmart, noting 

how the program reviews a municipality’s permitting, review, and financial processes in hopes 

of making it easier for residents to install solar energy in homes.  

 

Mr. Adler provided updates on Community Solar and explained how this agreement will help 

as a cost-sharing vehicle for solar energy to be used in Village street lights.  

 

Ms. Amoruso provided updates on the Village’s curbside composting program and electronic 

recycling program, noting that the Village has collected over 41 tons of electronic recyclables 

since the program began in November 2018.    

 

Ms. Amoruso provided an update on the Westside Neighborhood Stormwater Storage project 

start date and locations, noting the installation of a “green” intersection at Lavergne & 

Washington. Ms. Amoruso also provided an update on the Rain Ready Program, which will 

be rebranded and reformed in 2020.   

 

Ms. Amoruso mentioned the bike racks that were installed downtown through a grant from 

the Rotary Club of Wilmette Harbor, and mentioned how the Bike & Active Transportation 

Plan will resume in 2020.  

 

Finally, Ms. Amoruso informed the Commission that the Village will be signing the Mayors’ 

Monarch Pledge, and informed the Commission that the new Public Works Management 

Analyst, Mr. Alex Arteaga, will be providing support to the EEC as the Village’s 

Sustainability Coordinator.    

 

V. SUSTAINABILITY PLAN WORKING SESSION: LAND USE, SUSTAINABLE 

COMMUNITIES & MOBILITY 

 

Chair Wolf began by discussing the importance of pollinator gardens and prairies, and how 

they can assist in a variety of issues like bird migration, biodiversity, and water retention. 
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Commissioner Ault proposed the final sustainability plan combine the Land Use and 

Sustainable Community sections because of common overlap. Chair Wolf noted they would 

keep overlaps in mind, but to stick to the individual chapter plan structure. 

 

Commissioner Ault discussed “dark sky” policies and how they relate to public safety. Mr. 

Adler mentioned how he has been researching this topic in other communities in order to make 

a meaningful recommendation in the final plan. 

 

Chair Wolf discussed how pollinator gardens affect stormwater retention and combat 

impervious services, Ms. Amoruso and Mr. Adler gave further information on the stormwater 

utility fee. Mr. Adler then mentioned that he thinks the language used in various parts of the 

sustainability chapters needs to be revised in order to include more departments and divisions 

on plan review and recommendations.  

 

Chair Wolf began to review sections 10, 11, and 12 of the Land Use chapter. Commissioner 

Cesaretti inquired about whether or not there were Village ordinances existing for native 

species. Chair Wolf noted that language in the chapter may have to be revised upon further 

studying this issue.  

 

Ms. Amoruso discussed the mentioning of partnering with IDOT to remove invasive species, 

noting that this is an issue that would require further research, and informed the commission 

about how the Village conducted the native prairie site at Lake & Laramie. 

 

Commissioner Cesaretti, Chair Wolf, and John Adler discussed the portion of the Land Use 

chapter that discusses the loss of green space and monetary compensation. This spurred a 

further discussion on assigned chapters to different commissioners, and how certain chapters 

should be handled with the turnover of commissioners.  

 

Mr. Adler then provided the Commission with information over the Open Meetings Act, 

working quorums, and Village policy.  

 

The Commission then discussed Village tree ordinances, and how the Commission could 

benefit from data to better understand carbon sequestration and the effect of tree removals.  

 

Next, landscape sustainability was reviewed. This led to the discussion of animal ordinances 

(chicken coups, bee keeping, etc.) and how Wilmette compares to other communities. 

Community gardens were then discussed, and how they could be advocated for. Ms. Amoruso 

mentioned how she was putting together a recommended native species list for parkways, rain 

gardens, and native prairies. Village communication to residents about parkway restoration 

was reviewed.  

 

The Sustainable Communities chapter was then discussed, including housing diversity 

amongst single family homes, multi-family dwellings, and Village housing stock. Mr. Adler 

explained the problems that would arise if the Village tried to regulate tear-downs and new 

homes. Chair Wolf then discussed the availability of local foods and dark sky ordinances.  
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Chair Wolf then moved on the Mobility chapter, and explained how she revised the 

Introduction to Wilmette section. The Commission discussed including a green infrastructure 

plan for future construction projects in the Village. Vehicle charging stations were discussed, 

such as possible future locations, and what would be necessary to make these more prevalent. 

 

Vehicle charging stations led to a more general discussion on how this Commission can 

approach trying to reduce vehicle emissions, and how this could be worked into the 

sustainability plan. Ideas such as no idling policies and prevalence of electric/alternative 

fuel/hybrid vehicle makes were discussed. Ms. Amoruso noted that these types of vehicles 

have been in consideration when making recent Village vehicle purchases. Finally, permeable 

pavement on Village streets was briefly addressed.  

 

VI.  PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

Beth Drucker of Go Green Wilmette presented questions about the Rain Ready Program, and 

her wishes for the Village to address issues like LED light prevalence, a new tree disease 

affecting Village trees, and encouraged others to subscribe to Go Green Wilmette’s newsletter. 

She also provided information on several Go Green Wilmette events and similar 

environmental events in the Chicagoland area.   

 

Karen Glennemeier of Go Green Wilmette offered support for the sustainability plan and 

shared her ideas on several issues that were discussed in today’s meetings: tear-downs, data 

collection, and gave information for a green landscaping workshop occurring later in the 

month. 

 

Nancy Hoying of the League of Women Voters provided information for upcoming 

community events. She also gave an overview of different partnerships her organization is 

fostering in hopes of trying to create environmental change in Illinois municipalities and the 

region in general.  

 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Chair Wolf called for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Feinstein moved to 

adjourn the meeting and Commissioner Kim seconded the motion. The meeting was adjourned 

at 8:24 P.M. 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Alex Arteaga  

Management Analyst, Department of Engineering & Public Works 


