
 

         

  
 

1200 Wilmette Avenue 

WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

ENVIRONMENTAL AND ENERGY COMMISSION 
 

THURSDAY, February 6, 2020 

6:15 P.M. 

VILLAGE HALL TRAINING ROOM – 2ND FLOOR OF WILMETTE VILLAGE HALL 
 

Members Present: Julie Wolf, Chair 

 Rebecca Boyd 

 Arthur Haut 

 Kenneth Parkhill 

 Joel Feinstein 

 Amanda Ault  

 April Cesaretti  
 

Members Absent: William Muno 

 Michael Kim 

  
 

Staff Present: John Adler, Director of Community Development 

 Kate Amoruso, Assistant to the Director of Engineering & Public Works 

 Kate McManus, Planner III 

 Alex Arteaga, Management Analyst 
 

Guests:  Karen Glennemeier, League of Women Voters Wilmette 

 Linda Kurtz, Go Green Wilmette 

  

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chair Wolf called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. 

 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Chair Wolf directed the Commission’s attention to the draft minutes of the Environmental and 

Energy Commission meeting of November 21, 2019. 

 

Commissioner Ault suggested that for future meeting minutes, further context should be 

provided for when the Commission reaches a decision, in order to provide complete 

information to Commissioners, Village Staff, and members of the public.  
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Commissioner Boyd noted several necessary corrections, the UN Climate Conferences of 

2017 and 2018 were largely focused on. Commissioner Boyd also noted the necessary 

inclusion of the UN Climate Report that was released in 2018, commonly referred to as the 

UN IPCC Climate Report, this report identified that the earth needs to stay under 1.5 degrees 

Celsius warming, and thus need to reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions 45% by 2030 and 

achieve net-zero by 2050. Finally, Commissioner Boyd noted that previous minutes needed 

to be amended to note that the goal would be to reach updated scientific information from the 

UN Climate Report rather than the goals that were identified at the Paris Climate Agreement. 

Following these two revisions, Chair Wolf asked for a motion to approve the minutes as 

amended, Commissioner Ault made the motion to approve, Commissioner Feinstein seconded 

the motion, the Commission voted to approve the Minutes from November 21, 2019 as 

amended.  

 

III. CHAIR’S  REPORT 

 

Chair Wolf discussed the upcoming Going Green Matters event on March 8th, 2020. Chair 

Wolf informed the Commission how she planned to lay out the Environmental & Energy 

Commission’s booth at the event, and how information from each chapter of the Draft 

Sustainability Plan would be displayed with an emphasis on the overarching Climate section.  

 

Regarding the Climate section, Chair Wolf proposed including the goal of meeting carbon 

neutrality by 2050, and a 45% reduction in energy usage and waste by 2030. Chair Wolf noted 

that other surrounding municipalities have included this goal in their climate action plans. 

Commissioner Parkhill noted that this goal was included in the Metropolitan Mayor’s 

Caucuses’ Greenest Region Compact, of which the Village of Wilmette is a member.  

 

Commissioner Cesaretti questioned the basis of the 45% reduction figure, and Chair Wolf 

answered that the figure was identified in the 2018 UN Climate Report. Commissioner 

Cesaretti had missed the previous EEC meeting, as such, Commissioner Boyd summarized 

some of the information that she presented at the October 10, 2019 EEC meeting regarding 

the 2017, 2018, and 2019 UN Climate Conferences. The Commission was in agreement on 

including this goal in the Climate section of the Draft Sustainability Plan. 

 

Chair Wolf then discussed how the Planned Unit Development (PUD) at 1210 Central Ave 

would feature bird-friendly glass, which is significant due to Wilmette’s location in migratory 

bird patterns, and declining global bird populations in general. Chair Wolf described several 

features that can be incorporated into large buildings to help deter birds from flying into them, 

and how the city of Highland Park requires bird-friendly glass in new developments. Chair 

Wolf noted she would like to see the Village of Wilmette adopt a similar policy, and 

recommended that it be included in the Sustainable Communities chapter of the Draft 

Sustainability Plan. Commissioner Ault agreed with the recommendation, Chair Wolf 

informed Commissioner Ault that she would forward all applicable information and research 

that she had collected on the subject.  

 

IV. STAFF REPORT 
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Ms. Amoruso provided the Commission an update on the Master Bike and Active 

Transportation Plan, the plan is available on the Village website for review and will be further 

discussed at a future Transportation Commission meeting. Ms. Amoruso also provided an 

update on the Village purchasing four hybrid police squad cars. 

 

Mr. Arteaga provided an update on municipal electrical aggregation programs, specifically 

focusing on the program that has been adopted in Evanston, and what programs Wilmette 

residents have available to them. Mr. Arteaga then discussed Community Solar programs, and 

how the Village of Wilmette has enrolled several municipal street light electrical accounts 

into a Community Solar program, and how the Village is considering enrolling municipal 

facilities accounts into a similar program. Mr. Arteaga then discussed the Neighborhood 

Stormwater Storage project, and the credit/incentive programs that will be offered to reward 

residents and property owners who have sustainable stormwater features on their property.  

 

V. SUSTAINABILITY PLAN DISCUSSION  

 

Chair Wolf discussed updates to the Leadership chapter of the Draft Sustainability Plan, and 

how it would be incorporated into all other chapters of the Draft Plan. Chair Wolf reminded 

the Commission that their final draft plan will be reviewed by Village staff, then presented to 

the Administration Committee of the Village Board, and finally to the Village Board. Chair 

Wolf discussed citing and referencing in the Draft Sustainability Plan, how footnotes are the 

appropriate referencing method,  and how Commissioners should add footnotes to their 

sections before submitting a final draft. Commissioner Ault asked about the process of 

Commission review once the Draft Sustainability Plan is worked on by Village staff. Mr. 

Adler informed the Commission that the draft plan would be sent back to the Commission 

after staff review in order to provide context and information towards any necessary changes 

in the plan.  

 

Commissioner Feinstein requested that for future correspondence, the Plan be sent out as a 

Microsoft Word document, so that Commissioners can track their changes and revisions. 

Village Staff noted that they will ensure these requests are met.  

 

Commissioner Haut discussed the Waste & Recycling chapter of the Draft Sustainability Plan. 

Commissioner Haut noted that Commissioner Muno made several revisions to the Waste & 

Recycling chapter, specifically noting the elimination of the section discussing radioactive 

waste. Though Wilmette doesn’t have any nuclear power plants, Commissioner Haut wants 

to address radioactive waste in the Draft Sustainability Plan because radioactive waste may 

be transported through Wilmette. Commissioner Feinstein noted that radioactive waste may 

be difficult to address since the Commission is not aware of how radioactive waste is 

transported across the state and country, and what rights the Village would have to restrict 

such transportation. 

 

Chair Wolf then discussed food waste and how it could be included in the Waste & Recycling 

chapter, Chair Wolf would like to see the Village conduct a refuse audit in order to see what 

the main contributors to our Village’s waste are. Commissioner Boyd mentioned that this 

information should be a part of the Greenhouse Gas Inventory. Chair Wolf informed the 
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Commission that the City of Evanston conducts waste audits. Mr. Arteaga clarified that 

Evanston has refuse audits included in their contract with Advanced Disposal, therefore, 

Wilmette would need to include this policy when negotiating a new contract with Advanced 

Disposal. Chair Wolf inquired as to when the current contract expires and how the contractual 

composting service provided relates to commercial properties within Wilmette. Ms. Amoruso 

answered that the current contract expires in 2023, and that the current composting program 

offered in Wilmette is only for residential properties. The Commission then discussed 

recycling within the Village, if a recycling audit is possible, if more public education on 

recyclable materials needs to be provided, and how acceptable recyclable material standards 

have changed. 

 

Commissioner Parkhill brought up the issue of radioactive waste once again, saying it seems 

improbable for the Village to adequately address this issue in the Draft Sustainability Plan. 

Commissioner Haut responded that this item is crucial and therefore should be addressed. 

Commissioner Boyd asked Commissioner Haut what action item he wants to see included. 

Commissioner Haut responded that Wilmette should become an advocate for a state study on 

the issue of radioactive waste transportation through the state of Illinois. Commissioner Ault 

and Chair Wolf agreed that the issue seems too complex, and that other issues within the scope 

of municipal governments should be prioritized.  

 

Ms. Amoruso provided the Commission information on the lobbying activities of the Solid 

Waste Agency of Northern Cook County (SWANCC), and how they advocate for their 

municipal members in state and national government.  

 

Commissioner Boyd revisited the issue of nuclear waste, and asked what more could Wilmette 

do in regards to this issue, Commissioner Haut again mentioned that Wilmette should serve 

as an advocate in having the state government examine this issue. Commissioner Boyd 

suggested that the Draft Sustainability Plan include an issues of concern section that would 

give an overview of relevant sustainability issues that the Commission could continue to 

monitor. Chair Wolf mentioned that the Northwest Municipal Conference conducts this type 

of monitoring, so Commissioners and Village Staff should follow their work.  

 

Commissioner Boyd then discussed the overarching Climate chapter and how it will be built 

into other chapters, specifically focusing on the goals of each section. Commissioner Haut 

questioned how goals would be addressed by Village Staff. The Commissioners and Village 

Staff then discussed the recent purchase of hybrid police squad cars as an example, and how 

the favorable Return on Investment for these vehicles guided the Village’s purchase. Chair 

Wolf then talked about how these policies and considerations guide Village purchasing for all 

new vehicles and equipment.  

 

Chair Wolf moved to the goals section of the Waste & Recycling chapter, and revisited the 

suggestion of including a waste and recycling audit in future contracts, as well as a composting 

program for commercial properties. Commissioner Boyd asked if the Village had any data on 

total compost collection amounts, Ms. Amoruso responded that this data is not available since 

our composting program also includes yard waste.  
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Commissioner Haut noted the goal of more public education on recycling. Commissioners 

Haut, Cesaretti, Feinstein, and Wolf then discussed how there should be a portion of the Draft 

Sustainability Plan that covers ongoing sustainability issues such as recycling, waste 

management, etc. that the Village should be monitoring. Mr. Adler informed the Commission 

that the Northwest Municipal Conference conducts this type of monitoring and Village Staff 

will continue to communicate with NWMC.  

 

Commissioner Wolf brought up the issue of plastic bag recycling programs. Commissioner 

Haut mentioned that the Village should brainstorm ways to make specialized recycling more 

accessible. Commissioner Boyd suggested a plastic bag recycling drop off point at Village 

Hall as an example. Mr. Arteaga mentioned that he had reached out to both Jewel-Osco 

locations within Wilmette to try and create a joint plastic bag recycling program, and was 

awaiting further communication from the store managers. Chair Wolf related the issue of 

plastic bag recycling to the need for further public education on recycling in general. 

 

Mr. Arteaga summarized the Municipal Operations chapter of the Draft Sustainability Plan, 

specifically highlighting the various certifications the Public Works building meets, new 

sustainable appliances within Village Hall and the Fire Stations, a possible permeable paver 

parking lot installation at Village Hall in 2021, and the Village position of Sustainability 

Coordinator being filled.  

 

Mr. Arteaga then mentioned that the chapter will be updated to include recent actions of the 

Village including the purchase of hybrid police squad cars and municipal electric accounts 

being enrolled into a Community Solar program. Ms. Amoruso added that street lights 

throughout the Village will continue to be replaced with energy efficient LED bulbs. Mr. 

Arteaga then discussed the aforementioned Greenhouse Gas Inventory and how the project is 

ongoing. The Commission then discussed vehicle emissions within Wilmette, how the 

majority of energy usage within the Village is residential home energy use, and what options 

the Village has to make green energy programs more accessible.  

 

VI.  PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

Karen Glennemeier of Go Green Wilmette encouraged the Village continue to collect data 

when possible, and that this data needs to drive decision making in regards to sustainable 

efforts. Ms. Glennemeier also inquired as to where the green energy is produced for the 

Community Solar program that Village street lights are enrolled in; Mr. Arteaga responded 

that the green energy is derived from solar panels located at the Elgin Village Hall. Last, Ms. 

Glennemeier asked if/when the Draft Sustainability Plan would be available for public review 

and comment, and that the plan needs to be concise and approachable. Mr. Adler responded 

that the plan would be available for public review and comment following the Administration 

Committee’s review of the plan.  

 

Linda Kurtz of Go Green Wilmette discussed the upcoming Going Green Matters event, and 

encouraged all Commissioners to attend, specifically noting that the event would have lots of 

public information on recycling and waste in general. She also suggested including an 

independent third party in a refuse audit if the Village were to conduct an audit, and to try and 
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find ways to make composting more readily available to commercial properties within the 

Village.  

 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Chair Wolf called for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Ault moved to adjourn 

the meeting and Commissioner Cesaretti seconded the motion. The meeting was adjourned at 

8:45 P.M. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Alex Arteaga  

Management Analyst, Village Manager’s Office  


