
 

 

         

  
 

1200 Wilmette Avenue 

WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

ENVIRONMENTAL AND ENERGY COMMISSION 
 

THURSDAY, August 20, 2020 

5:30 P.M. 

VILLAGE HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS – REMOTE MEETING 

(VILLAGE HALL CLOSED DUE TO THE VILLAGE PRESIDENT’S DELCARATION OF 

LOCAL DISASTER AND PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY ORDER) 

 

Members Present: Julie Wolf, Chair 

 Arthur Haut 

 William Muno 

 Joel Feinstein 

 Kenneth Parkhill  
 

Members Absent: Amanda Ault 

 April Cesaretti 

 Michael Kim 
 

Staff Present: John Adler, Director of Community Development 

 Kate Amoruso, Assistant to the Director of Engineering & Public Works 

 Kate McManus, Planner III 

 Alex Arteaga, Management Analyst 
 

Guests:  None 

  

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chair Wolf called the meeting to order at 5:30 P.M. 

 

Chair Wolf reminded Commissioners that due to the remote meeting, all votes would require 

a roll call.  Ms. Amoruso provided a roll call vote to take Commissioner attendance, 

Commissioners Wolf, Haut, Muno, Feinstein, and Parkhill were in attendance.  

 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Chair Wolf directed the Commission’s attention to the draft minutes of the Environmental and 

Energy Commission meeting of August 17, 2020. 
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Chair Wolf called for a motion to approve the minutes, Commissioner Muno motioned to 

approve the minutes, Commissioner Haut seconded the motion, Ms. Amoruso called a roll 

call vote on the approval of the minutes, all Commissioners in attendance voted in favor of 

approving the minutes, the August 17, 2020 Minutes were approved. 

 

III. CHAIR’S  REPORT 

 

Chair Wolf informed the Commission that she had met with Linda Kurtz from Go Green 

Wilmette, and brought attention to the issues of Community Solar and green energy programs 

available to Wilmette residents. Chair Wolf discussed the difficulty that some encounter when 

trying to sign up for these programs, and perhaps the Village could help publicize this 

information.  

 

Chair Wolf then discussed sustainable habitats and some of the actions the Village has 

undertook to support this issue, she went on to discuss green lawn maintenance and how the 

ban on gas-powered leaf blowers could be examined by the Commission to perhaps become 

a permanent ban rather than the currently existing seasonal ban. Chair Wolf ended with 

discussing the use of pesticides within Wilmette and discussed how she would like to see the 

issue of sustainable habitats more thoroughly detailed in the Draft Sustainability Plan. 

 

IV. STAFF REPORT 

 

Ms. Amoruso informed the Commission that the Master Bike and Active Transportation Plan  

was approved at a previous Transportation Commission meeting and will be discussed at an 

upcoming Municipal Services Committee meeting which will be scheduled for the end of 

September, 2020. 

 

Ms. Amoruso then discussed the native prairie at Lake and Laramie, how seeding and planting 

has progressed, and how previous winter temperatures affected the prairie. Ms. Amoruso 

mentioned that the second native prairie site will be a part of the Neighborhood Storage Project 

Phase II bid and would be installed sometime in 2021 if bids are favorable. Last, Ms. Amoruso 

discussed a grant that was received from the Wilmette Rotary Club and would fund new 

planting at Village Hall.  

 

V. SUSTAINABILITY PLAN DISCUSSION  

 

Chair Wolf discussed the next steps for the Draft Sustainability Plan and asked Commissioner 

Muno to present his assigned chapter, Water. Commissioner Wolf discussed how certain 

portions of the plan could be merged into other chapters, for example, the Leadership chapter 

components could be merged into other appropriate chapters.  

 

Chair Wolf then discussed what a staff review of the Draft Sustainability Plan would look 

like, how it would then be advanced back to the EEC, to the Administration Committee, then 

finally the Village Board.  
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Commissioner Muno presented his assigned chapter, Water. He began with discussing 

drinking water within the Village, and how Lake Michigan is rated as fair by the EPA, thus 

providing high quality drinking water. Commissioner Muno discussed some of the issues that 

Lake Michigan faces like beach erosion and invasive species. Regarding Wilmette’s Water 

Plant, Commissioner Muno discussed how the Village sells wholesale water to other 

communities and how the Water Plant manages lead and other chemical testing to ensure that 

our drinking water supply remains safe. 

 

Commissioner Muno then discussed sewer systems in the Village; the portion of Wilmette 

east of Ridge Rd has a combined sewer system, while the western portion of Wilmette has 

separate sanitary and storm sewer systems. Commissioner Muno focused on issues with 

combined sewer overflows (CSOs) in eastern Wilmette and heavy rainfall leading to flooding 

events in western Wilmette, and how this flooding issue was a primary driver of the three 

phases of the Neighborhood Storage Project. 

 

Chair Wolf then discussed dark sky policies and how a recommendation on such a topic could 

be addressed in the Draft Sustainability Plan. Mr. Adler responded that, since the issue is 

already addressed in the chapter on Sustainable Communities, Village staff can provide 

comments on the issue, and further research can be conducted on the issue. Ms. Amoruso 

suggested that specific recommendations be made in the chapter, and Chair Wolf responded 

that the International Dark Sky Association does provide specific policy recommendations 

that could be incorporated into the plan.  

 

Chair Wolf then inquired to Village staff about the Commission vacancy due to Commissioner 

Boyd’s resignation, and how Commissioner Boyd’s assigned chapter on Climate should be 

reassigned. Mr. Adler mentioned that President Bielinski and the Village Board have been 

made aware of the vacancy, and that steps will be taken in order to fill the vacancy. 

 

Commissioner Muno mentioned that he had previously completed editing work on the Draft 

Sustainability Plan and had been in communication with Commissioner Boyd regarding the 

Climate chapter. Commissioner Muno volunteered to take the lead on editing the chapter and 

making it more consistent with the document as a whole, and Commissioner Parkhill 

mentioned that he would be willing to help out with review the chapter if needed. 

Commissioner Muno then addressed the Energy chapter, mentioning that he would like to see 

further additions to the chapter relating to the reduction of greenhouse gases.  

 

Chair Wolf and Commissioner Muno discussed how the Draft Sustainability Plan was outlined 

according to the guidelines of the Greenest Region Compact (GRC2). Chair Wolf noted that 

the Commission decided early on that some sections of the GRC2 may be combined in the 

final Sustainability Plan. Commissioner Muno suggested instead that the plan maintain 

separate chapters for each section of the GRC2 to remain consistent with the GRC2 

Framework spreadsheet. Chair Wolf agreed that could work, and mentioned that some 

chapters may be shorter than others, which is appropriate. Commissioner Muno noted that the 

section on Economic Development could be more robust than it currently is, and would 

warrant its own standalone chapter.  
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Commissioner Haut discussed the Energy chapter of the Draft Sustainability Plan; he believes 

there should be a larger focus in the chapter addressing green energy sources. Commissioner 

Muno clarified that his suggestions regarding Energy were more related to improvements in 

energy efficiency that can be made on an individual and household basis within the Village. 

Commissioner Haut stressed the importance of public education regarding this topic, 

especially in early education programs at schools.  

 

Chair Wolf discussed next steps for a staff review, and what a possible timeline could look 

like. Commissioner Muno mentioned that he would like to edit various portions of the Draft 

Sustainability Plan prior to staff review, and have Commissioners work on their specific 

portion of the GRC2 spreadsheet. 

 

Mr. Arteaga mentioned that he will get all relevant materials to Commissioners, and ensure 

that all materials will be delivered in a file format that is able to be edited directly by 

Commissioners. 

 

Commissioner Haut inquired about the Water chapter, and if there was a specific policy 

recommendation regarding how to lessen water use. Commissioner Muno answered that the 

recommendation would be to encourage Wilmette residents to utilize more efficient 

appliances, and that recommendations can only be recommendations, enforcement of such 

recommendations would prove impossible.  

 

Chair Wolf asked about emails that were previously received by Village Staff. Mr. Arteaga 

mentioned that all appropriate communications would be read in the Public Comment portion. 

Chair Wolf discussed firepits and how they could be addressed in the Draft Sustainability 

Plan, and mention that the Commission received public comments regarding the topic. This 

lead Chair Wolf to ask staff about the public comment process and how communications 

provided to the Commission would be handled. Mr. Adler answered that emails sent directly 

to publiccomment@wilmette.com must be read into the record during the public comment 

portion of the meeting, whereas the emails sent directly to him and the Commission Chair 

were made available to all Commissioners in the meeting packet that was published prior to 

the meeting.  

 

VI.  PUBLIC COMMENT 

  

Mr. Arteaga started with reading a public comment that was provided by Maya Crystal. Ms. 

Crystal asked that two specific policy recommendations be added to the Draft Sustainability 

Plan. The first recommendation was regarding a year-round ban on gas-powered leaf blowers 

and the second recommendation addressed the Village composting program and exploring 

ways to partner with Collective Resources Composting, which is a year-round and less 

restrictive composting program.  

 

Mr. Arteaga then read a public comment that was provided by Laurie Liebowitz. Mrs. 

Liebowitz asked about the possibility of creating an inventory of all gas-powered equipment 

that is utilized by the Village. Mrs. Liebowitz then discussed a possible educational program 

mailto:publiccomment@wilmette.com
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the Village could roll out to work with local landscaping companies addressing the use of gas-

powered equipment.  

 

Mr. Arteaga then read aloud a public comment that was provided by Karen Glennemeier. Mrs. 

Glennemeier provided a positive review of the plan as a whole and commended the 

Commission for their important work on the behalf of all Wilmette residents. Mrs. 

Glennemeier then provided several revisions and suggestions to various portions of the Draft 

Sustainability Plan that she believed would prove beneficial and provide further clarity. 

 

Mr. Arteaga then read aloud comments that were provided in the chat function of Microsoft 

Teams, including a comment from David Ferster regarding the dark sky policy 

recommendations, saying he was in favor of such recommendations.  An additional comment 

from Karen Glennemeier addressing the Climate chapter of the plan and how it provided 

helpful background information and context. 

 

David Ferster then provided a public comment directly through the Microsoft Teams app, 

addressing the issue of fire pits and how they are popular in the summer months, and the 

negative effects these firepits bring on surrounding neighbors. Mr. Ferster mentioned that he 

bought an air quality monitor and noted that the air quality decreases significantly when 

firepits are in use in the surrounding area. He urged the Village to include a ban on firepits in 

the Draft Sustainability Plan. 

 

Linda Kurtz provided a public comment directly through the Microsoft Teams app, she first 

focused on community solar programs and encouraging residents to look into community solar 

and green energy programs. Mrs. Kurtz then focused her attention on gas-powered leaf 

blowers and what steps the Village could take to meet the target goal of an outright ban on 

gas-powered leaf blowers by 2030. Mrs. Kurtz discussed the use of insecticides and asked the 

Commission to look into ways in which they could help provide additional information to the 

community about the negative effects of insecticides and how the Village could better work 

with companies that provide such services. Mrs. Kurtz then urged the Commission to 

reference the issue of natural gas in the Energy chapter of the Draft Sustainability Plan, and 

what future action steps the Village could take being outlined. Last, Mrs. Kurtz inquired about 

the possibility of the EEC creating a meeting schedule for 2021 with set dates.  

 

Laura Rodriguez provided a public comment directly through the Microsoft Teams app, 

focusing on the issue of residential firepits in the Village and the negative effects they bring 

on surrounding neighbors. Mrs. Rodriguez mentioned that her indoor air quality also suffers 

when firepits are in use, and urged the Village to do more to restrict the use of individual 

firepits. Mrs. Rodriguez then asked the EEC what the future of the Draft Sustainability Plan 

would look like. Commissioner Muno mentioned that Chair Wolf outlined the process 

including staff review, Administration Committee review, and finally Village Board review. 

Upon completion of this process, this plan would then be published and incorporated into the 

Village Master Plan.  

 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 
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Chair Wolf moved to adjourn the meeting and Commissioner Parkhill seconded the motion. 

Ms. Amoruso provided a roll call on the motion  to adjourn the meeting, all Commissioners 

present voted in favor of adjourning the meeting. The meeting was adjourned at 6:57 P.M. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Alex Arteaga  

Management Analyst, Village Manager’s Office  


