
         

  
 

1200 Wilmette Avenue 

WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

ENVIRONMENTAL AND ENERGY COMMISSION 
 

MONDAY, October 26, 2020 

6:30 P.M. 

VILLAGE HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS – REMOTE MEETING 

(VILLAGE HALL CLOSED DUE TO THE VILLAGE PRESIDENT’S DELCARATION OF 

LOCAL DISASTER AND PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY ORDER) 

 

Members Present: Julie Wolf, Chair 

 Arthur Haut 

 William Muno 

 Joel Feinstein 

 April Cesaretti 

 Amanda Ault  
 

Members Absent: Kenneth Parkhill 

  

Staff Present: John Adler, Director of Community Development 

 Kate Amoruso, Assistant to the Director of Engineering & Public Works 

 Kate McManus, Planner III 

 Alex Arteaga, Management Analyst 
 

Guests:  Linda Kurtz, Go Green Wilmette 

 Karen Glennemeier, League of Women Voters Wilmette 

  

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chair Wolf called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M. 

 

Chair Wolf reminded Commissioners that due to the remote meeting, all votes would require 

a roll call.  Ms. Amoruso provided a roll call vote to take Commissioner attendance, 

Commissioners Wolf, Ault, Cesaretti, Feinstein, Haut, and Muno were in attendance. 

 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Chair Wolf directed the Commission’s attention to the draft minutes of the Environmental and 

Energy Commission meeting of August 20, 2020. 
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Chair Wolf called for a motion to approve the minutes, Commissioner Cesaretti motioned to 

approve the minutes, Commissioner Muno seconded the motion, and Ms. Amoruso called a 

roll call vote on the approval of the minutes. All Commissioners in attendance voted in favor 

of approving the minutes, and the August 20, 2020 minutes were approved as drafted. 

 

III. CHAIR’S  REPORT 

 

Chair Wolf informed the Commission about a webinar that she attended relating to net zero 

building codes, she then discussed the Monarch Pledge that aims to create more sustainable 

habitats for Monarch Butterflies and mentioned that this pledge was supported by our current 

Draft Sustainability Plan.  

 

IV. STAFF REPORT 

 

Mr. Arteaga informed the Commission that Commissioner Michael Kim had resigned from 

his position as an Environmental and Energy Commissioner. Mr. Arteaga mentioned that he 

would help finalize Commissioner Kim’s assigned portion of the Draft Sustainability Plan.  

 

Next, Mr. Arteaga discussed the timeline for the Draft Sustainability Plan that was outlined in 

the Greenest Region Compact memo, which was included in the 10/26/2020 meeting packet. 

Mr. Arteaga requested Commissioners provide him with their finalized chapters of the Draft 

Sustainability Plan by 11/08/2020. Once all finalized chapters have been compiled, Mr. 

Arteaga will distribute the Draft Sustainability Plan to Village staff for review. Village staff 

will have until mid-January 2021 to review the Draft Sustainability Plan and provide feedback. 

Mr. Arteaga then discussed the process for adoption of the Draft Sustainability Plan following 

staff review and further review by the EEC, Administration  Committee of the Village Board, 

and the Village Board of Trustees. The Draft Sustainability Plan is estimated to be presented 

to the Village Board of Trustees by May 2021, and upon Village Board adoption, the 

Sustainability Plan would be incorporated into the Village Comprehensive Plan re-write 

which is slated to begin in 2021.  

 

Commissioner Muno added that the most recent draft of the Draft Sustainability Plan that Mr. 

Arteaga sent to Commissioners had several highlighted portions that were edited, and that 

Commissioners need to update highlighted portions as needed. Chair Wolf thanked 

Commissioner Muno for the help he provided in updating the Draft Sustainability Plan so far. 

 

Chair Wolf informed the Commission that she would like to create a “to-do list” for the 

Commission, basically creating a list of issues and initiatives that were included in the Draft 

Sustainability Plan that should be prioritized by the Commission. Commissioner Muno agreed 

that creating such an action plan would help guide future EEC priorities. Commissioner Ault 

asked if the Commission could meet and work on this action plan while Village staff is 

reviewing the Draft Sustainability Plan, Mr. Arteaga replied that there was nothing stopping 

the EEC from meeting and working further on these action items while staff review is ongoing. 
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Ms. Amoruso informed the Commission about various improvements that were made to the 

natural prairie located at Lake and Laramie Ave and new native plantings that were installed 

at Village Hall.  

 

Last, Chair Wolf discussed the current vacancies on the EEC, and urged residents who are 

interested in serving on the EEC  to submit a Talent Bank Questionnaire. Mr. Arteaga briefed 

the Commission on the recent review of Village Boards and Commissions conducted by the 

Administration Committee of the Village Board, and how this review will allow the Housing 

and Human Relations Commissions to be re-energized.  

 

V. SUSTAINABILITY PLAN DISCUSSION  

 

Commissioner Feinstein discussed the Mobility chapter of the Draft Sustainability Plan, and 

how it relates to the Master Bike and Active Transportation plan that was adopted by the 

Village’s Transportation Commission. In an effort to ensure that Village priorities and goals 

are aligned across various Board and Commissions, Commissioner Feinstein asked the EEC 

for their thoughts on publishing a statement in support of the Master Bike and Active 

Transportation plan. Chair Wolf acknowledged her support for the plan, using the example of 

listed grant opportunities relating to a bike tunnel underneath the Edens Expressway to show 

that the plan was well researched and in tune with recommendations that have been made 

regarding Wilmette transportation in years past.  

 

Commissioner Haut mentioned that he had not reviewed the Master Bike and Active 

Transportation Plan yet, and noted how the plan is quite detailed and comprehensive. 

Commissioner Haut explained that he is hesitant to sign a letter in support due to not reviewing 

the plan. He suggested that the EEC table this item for a later meeting, in order to give 

Commissioners enough time to review the Master Bike and Active Transportation Plan. 

Commissioner Feinstein asked when the Village Board will be voting to adopt the Master 

Bike and Active Transportation Plan, Ms. Amoruso noted that the plan had already been 

approved by the Transportation Commission and is awaiting Village Board review, Mr. 

Arteaga replied that he does not know the timeline for Village Board review of the Master 

Bike and Active Transportation Plan but that he would look into it.  

 

Chair Wolf motioned to table the Master Bike and Active Transportation Plan discussion to a 

later meeting, Commissioner Feinstein seconded the motion. Commissioner Cesaretti inquired 

as to why the EEC would need to voice approval or disapproval and asked if the plan was 

likely to not be adopted. Commissioner Feinstein replied that while he does not know what 

Village Trustees thoughts are on the plan, it relates to the Mobility chapter in our Draft 

Sustainability Plan, and he would like to reference the Master Bike and Active Transportation 

Plan in our Draft Sustainability Plan. Commissioner Muno agreed that the Master Bike and 

Active Transportation would be good to incorporate into the Mobility chapter.  

 

Chair Wolf asked the Commission if they wanted to vote on endorsing the Master Bike and 

Active Transportation plan at this meeting, Commissioner Ault asked if it was possible to give 

Commissioners time to review the plan and send their approval or disapproval along with their 

finalized Draft Sustainability Plan chapters to staff liaisons by Sunday, 11/8/2020. 
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Commissioner Feinstein noted that he agrees that the delay would be preferable to give 

Commissioners time to review, and perhaps the EEC could meet on Monday, 11/9/2020 in 

order to vote on whether or not to endorse the Master Bike and Active Transportation Plan. 

Commissioner Cesaretti asked if a meeting with such a short agenda was necessary, 

Commissioner Feinstein replied that such a meeting would be necessary due to Open Meetings 

Act laws. Chair Wolf mentioned that despite a short turn-around between the potential EEC 

meeting and 11/10/2020 Village Board meeting, Village Trustees would have enough time to 

review the additional agenda material that an EEC meeting and subsequent endorsement 

would create.  

 

Commissioner Muno then reviewed the updates he made to the Climate chapter of the Draft 

Sustainability Plan, in order for chapters to be formatted similarly, Commissioners Muno and 

Parkhill moved some portions into appendices. Commissioners discussed how certain stated 

goals, percentages, and ratios need to be considered for applicability throughout the Village, 

and ensure that recommendations are tailored appropriately. Commissioner Muno agreed to 

take the responsibility to make further updates and ensure that specific recommendations are 

more general and applicable to the Village as a whole.  

 

Ms. Amoruso informed the Commission that the Master Bike and Active Transportation Plan 

is not going to be considered by the Village Board until quarter one of 2021, as such, there is 

no rush for the EEC to vote on whether or not to endorse the plan.  

 

Chair Wolf asked if the EEC should meet during the period of time that Village staff is 

reviewing the Draft Sustainability Plan to determine which initiatives and issues will be 

prioritized by the EEC. Mr. Arteaga agreed that this plan would be a good idea moving 

forward, and noted how a possible topic for the Commission to focus on could be green 

energy, since Village Trustees had demonstrated interest in learning more about this topic.  

 

Commissioner Haut asked if the Commission had decided on set meeting dates in the coming 

months, and Chair Wolf clarified that meetings will continue to be scheduled on an individual 

basis, which allows staff and Commissioners more flexibility with their meeting availability. 

Commissioner Haut then mentioned that he has received flyers in the mail advertising solar 

energy programs that are available to Wilmette homeowners, and wondered if this topic is 

something the EEC should look more into. Chair Wolf mentioned that the programs 

Commissioner Haut was describing sounds like a Community Solar project, which are 

referenced in the Draft Sustainability Plan. Mr. Arteaga noted that this topic could be an item 

that the EEC could look further into at their next meeting while Village staff reviews the Draft 

Sustainability Plan.  

 

VI.  PUBLIC COMMENT 

  

Mr. Arteaga noted that no public comments had been received at 

publiccomment@wilmette.com and no public comments were provided through YouTube 

Live.  

 

mailto:publiccomment@wilmette.com
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Linda Kurtz of Go Green Wilmette provided public comment through Microsoft Teams. Ms. 

Kurtz supported the idea of set EEC meeting dates in 2021, and informed the Commission 

that Go Green Wilmette would be happy to help assist in any future green energy initiatives. 

Ms. Kurtz mentioned that there are several green and sustainable energy programs that are 

available to Wilmette residents. Community Solar programs and Renewable Energy Credits 

are differing types of programs that Go Green Wilmette has provided research over, she urged 

the Commission to review this information if interested. Last, Ms. Kurtz agreed that goals and 

targets that are included in the Draft Sustainability Plan should be modified to ensure they are 

applicable to certain portions of the Village.  

 

Karen Glennemeier of the League of Women Voters Wilmette supported the idea of the EEC 

outlining an action plan to determine which items should be prioritized and supported further 

research into differing green energy programs. Ms. Glennemeier asked what an action plan 

would entail for the EEC, and what the role of the EEC will be in putting the Draft 

Sustainability Plan into action once reviewed by the Village Board. Mr. Arteaga answered 

that the EEC is serving as an advisory board and can bring recommendations on different 

topics to the Village Board, but ultimately, green and sustainable initiatives need to be 

approved by the Village Board of Trustees and Village staff leadership. Commissioner Muno 

added that the advisory aspect of the EEC allows the Commission to research and explore 

these topics and present that knowledge to Village Trustees. Commissioner Muno and Chair 

Wolf thanked Ms. Glennemeier for the green energy information that she provided to 

Commissioners. Chair Wolf mentioned that a possible item that the EEC could look into in 

the future would be amending certain Village ordinances that deal with sustainability issues 

currently.  

 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Commissioner Muno and Ault moved to adjourn the meeting and Commissioner Feinstein 

seconded the motion. Ms. Amoruso provided a roll call on the motion  to adjourn the meeting, 

all Commissioners present voted in favor of adjourning the meeting. The meeting was 

adjourned at 7:46 P.M. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Alex Arteaga  

Management Analyst, Village Manager’s Office 

  


