
 

         

  
 

1200 Wilmette Avenue 

WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

ENVIRONMENTAL AND ENERGY COMMISSION 
 

MONDAY, January 18, 2021 

6:30 P.M. 

VILLAGE HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS – REMOTE MEETING 

(VILLAGE HALL CLOSED DUE TO THE VILLAGE PRESIDENT’S DELCARATION OF 

LOCAL DISASTER AND PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY ORDER) 

 

Members Present: Julie Wolf, Chair 

 April Cesaretti 

 William Muno 

 Joel Feinstein 

 Kenneth Parkhill  
 

Members Absent: Arthur Haut 

 Amanda Ault 

  

Staff Present: John Adler, Director of Community Development 

 Kate Amoruso, Assistant to the Director of Engineering & Public Works 

 Kate McManus, Planner III 

 Alex Arteaga, Management Analyst 
 

Guests:  Linda Kurtz, Go Green Wilmette 

 Elyse Steiner 

 Justin Shepherd 

  

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chair Wolf called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M. 

 

Chair Wolf reminded Commissioners that due to the remote meeting, all votes would require 

a roll call. Ms. Amoruso provided a roll call vote to take Commissioner attendance, 

Commissioners Wolf, Feinstein, Cesaretti, Parkhill, and Muno were in attendance. 

 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Chair Wolf directed the Commission’s attention to the draft minutes of the Environmental and 

Energy Commission meeting of December 17, 2020. 
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Chair Wolf called for a motion to approve the minutes, Commissioner Muno motioned to 

approve the minutes, Commissioner Cesaretti seconded the motion, and Ms. Amoruso called 

a roll call vote on the approval of the minutes. All Commissioners in attendance voted in favor 

of approving the minutes, and the December 17, 2020 minutes were approved as drafted. 

 

III. CHAIR’S  REPORT 

 

Chair Wolf informed the Commission that she would be participating on a Go Green Wilmette 

panel relating to Dark Skies initiatives, the panel is scheduled for February 1, 2021. Chair 

Wolf urged other Commissioners to attend if possible.  

 

IV. STAFF REPORT 

 

Mr. Arteaga informed the Commission that two new Commissioner appointments were 

expected to be made at the following Village Board meetings. Commissioner appointments 

would be recommended at the January 26 Village Board meeting and voted on at the February 

9 Village Board meeting. Mr. Arteaga noted that EEC working groups for the sustainability 

initiatives would be determined following the appointment of new Commissioners.  

 

Mr. Arteaga then reminded the Commission that Village staff had until January 15th to provide 

feedback on the Draft Sustainability Plan, Mr. Arteaga will send Commissioners an updated 

Draft Sustainability Plan once Village staff review is final.  

 

V. SUSTAINABILTY PLAN UPDATE 

 

Chair Wolf discussed how she came to the idea of utilizing working groups for EEC 

sustainability initiatives, noting that former Environmental & Energy Commissioner Linda 

Kurtz utilized this approach when working on the Coal Tar Sealant ban in years past. Chair 

Wolf informed the Commission that Go Green Wilmette has several members who would like 

to support EEC working groups as best as they can, and that these working groups would be 

determined once the new Commissioners are appointed to the EEC. Chair Wolf then thanked 

Commissioner Muno for the additional initiatives that he outlined for the EEC, noting that the 

Commission has a variety of important topics that they will need to consider in the coming 

months with the issues of renewable energy, urban forest preservation, and native habitats 

being prioritized.  

 

Chair Wolf noted that the initiative relating to gas powered lawn care equipment is currently 

being held and will be revisited at a later date. The Village intends on hiring a new staff 

member in the spring to better help with enforcement of the existing gas powered leaf blower 

seasonal ban. Commissioner Muno added that the future initiatives that he outlined were items 

that were already being implemented and in motion. Items like the Master Bike and Active 

Transportation Plan relate to sustainability, so Commissioner Muno figured that the EEC 

could help promote and support such projects. 
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Commissioner Feinstein inquired as to why Mr. Arteaga removed the Master Bike and Active 

Transportation Plan discussion from the agenda for this EEC meeting, Mr. Arteaga responded 

that Village leadership determined that it was a late item for the EEC to review and officially 

endorse. The Master Bike and Active Transportation plan underwent serious review through 

the Transportation Commission, including a process that sought plenty of public feedback. 

With the Master Bike and Active Transportation Plan being recommended to the Village 

Board and ultimately voted on by the Village Board in February, Village leadership felt that 

it was too late in the process for the EEC to review said plan. Mr. Arteaga noted that the EEC 

can and should reference the Master Bike and Active Transportation in the Draft Sustainability 

Plan, but that an endorsement vote was not necessary due to the EEC’s lack of involvement 

with the plan adoption.   

 

Commissioner Parkhill inquired if staff would be assisting in working groups research, noting 

that staff are capable of taking more proactive steps. Chair Wolf responded that yes, staff 

would be assisting working groups with their research on different sustainable initiatives. 

 

Ms. Amoruso then discussed the template she put together for a finalized version of the 

Wilmette Sustainability Plan, discussing her stylistic choices in the document and inquiring 

with Commissioners if they had any feedback on said template. Ms. Amoruso mentioned that 

the plan should be comprehensible to the general public, so she suggested for Commissioners 

to utilize visual aids and eye-catching features when appropriate in various Sustainability Plan 

chapters. Chair Wolf and Commissioners Cesaretti and Muno iterated their support for the 

template and noted that they are excited to see the final version come together in the coming 

months.  

 

 

VI.  PUBLIC COMMENT 

   

Linda Kurtz thanked the Commission for their ongoing work on the Draft Sustainability Plan. 

Ms. Kurtz also urged Commissioners to attend the Dark Skies panel being presented by Go 

Green Wilmette if able and mentioned that Go Green Wilmette will be a part of the Village’s 

Sesquicentennial Planning Committee, via Beth Drucker. Adding that if there are any 

celebration ideas the EEC can devise, to send such ideas to Beth Drucker and Go Green 

Wilmette.  

 

Elyse Steiner thanked the Commission for their work on the Draft Sustainability Plan and 

noted her previous work for the Environmental Protection Agency and her current position 

with the Walgreens corporation having a focus on sustainability issues. Ms. Steiner expressed 

interest in being a part of an EEC working group if possible and asked where she could find a 

copy of the Draft Sustainability Plan. Mr. Arteaga informed Ms. Steiner that she should submit 

a Talent Bank Questionnaire if she wants to serve on the Commission, Ms. Amoruso added 

that copies of the Draft Sustainability Plan can be found in previous EEC meeting packets.  

 

Justin Shepherd informed the Commission that as a candidate for the upcoming April Village 

Trustee elections, he’s making an effort to attend Village Board and Commission meetings, 

and thanked the EEC for their continued work on the Draft Sustainability Plan.  
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Mr. Arteaga noted that no public comments had been received at 

publiccomment@wilmette.com and no public comments were provided through YouTube 

Live.  

 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Commissioner Muno moved to adjourn the meeting and Commissioner Feinstein seconded 

the motion. Ms. Amoruso provided a roll call on the motion to adjourn the meeting, all 

Commissioners present voted in favor of adjourning the meeting. The meeting was adjourned 

at 6:58 P.M. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Alex Arteaga  

Management Analyst, Village Manager’s Office 
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