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1200 Wilmette Avenue 
WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 

 

MEETING MINUTES 
ENVIRONMENTAL AND ENERGY COMMISSION 

 
MONDAY, MARCH 19, 2018 

6:30 P.M. 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE ROOM 

 

Members Present: Chris Dunn 
 John Andersen 
 Amanda Ault 
 Arthur Haut 
 Nathan Kebede 
 Michael Kim 
 Linda Kurtz 
 Tim Perry    
 
Members Absent: None 
 
Staff Present: John Adler, Director of Community Development; Kate 

Amoruso, Assistant to the Director of Engineering & Public 
Works; Kate McManus, Planner II 

 
Guest: Edith Makra, Director of Environmental Initiatives, 

Metropolitan Mayors Caucus 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

 
Chairman Dunn called the meeting to order at approximately 6:30 p.m.   

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Chairman Dunn directed the Commission’s attention to the draft minutes of the 
Environmental and Energy Commission meetings of July 18, 2016 and August 1, 
2017.  
 
Chairman Dunn called for a motion that the Commission approve the minutes as 
drafted. Commissioner Andersen moved to approve and Commissioner Perry 
seconded the motion. Minutes were unanimously approved as drafted. 
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III. CHAIRMAN’S  REPORT 
 
Chairman Dunn explained that the Commission will be briefed tonight on the 
Greenest Region’s Compact (GRC2) and the Chicago Climate Charter. The 
Commission will then schedule a subsequent meeting to discuss both agreements 
and make recommendations to the Village Board about Wilmette’s participation in 
both.  

 
IV. REVIEW OF THE CHICAGO CLIMATE CHARTER AND CLIMATE MAYORS 

 
John Adler reviewed the Administration Committee’s decision to refer both the 
Chicago Climate Charter and Climate Mayors to the EEC. The Commission has 
been tasked with identifying the requirements and impacts to the Village of joining 
these organizations, and then to make a recommendation to the Village Board 
regarding participation in both. Depending on what the Village Board decides, the 
EEC may then be tasked with executing the requirements of the agreement(s).  
 
Mr. Adler reviewed the budgetary guidelines provided by the Administration 
Committee. The Village is not intending to hire a full-time sustainability coordinator, 
so Commission members will be asked to assist and divide up some of the 
responsibilities, as has been done in the past. Some action items may have a 
budgetary impact, which should not exclude them. These items could be added to 
the CIP; however, it may be more prudent to initially focus on action items that 
have no budgetary impact.  

 
Karen Glennemeier mentioned that one or both of these agreements would require 
the Village to perform a greenhouse gas emissions inventory, which was 
completed for the years 2007, 2008, 2009 and 2010, so this should not be a barrier 
to participation. 
 

V. REVIEW OF THE GREENEST REGIONS COMPACT (GRC2) 
 

Edith Makra, Director of Environmental Initiatives of the Metropolitan Mayors 
Caucus, introduced herself explained the history and evolution of the Greenest 
Regions Compact 2 (GRC2), which is a collaboration of municipalities working 
towards sustainability.  
 
To build the GRC2, the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus reviewed 30 local and 9 
regional/national sustainability plans, analyzed their 1149 individual sustainability 
goals, and synthesized them into 49 consensus goals across 10 categories:  
 

1. Climate 
2. Economic Development 
3. Energy 
4. Land 
5. Leadership 

6. Mobility  
7. Municipal Operations 
8. Sustainable Communities 
9. Water 
10. Waste 
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In order to adopt the GRC2, communities are required to pass a resolution 
supporting the Compact and endorsing these consensus goals; however, the 
GRC2 does not require any reporting or specific commitments at this time. 70 
municipalities have signed on to the GRC2 in the two years since its inception.  
 
The consensus goals make up the outline of the GRC2 Framework, which expands 
on the 49 consensus goals and includes consolidated versions of the 1149 
individual sustainability goals. The Framework is very comprehensive, but 
communities are not currently required to complete any of the goals or adopt the 
Framework itself. It is simply a tool that municipalities can use to create their own 
sustainability plans.  
 
Ms. Makra walked the Commission through how to use the Framework to identify 
which sustainability objectives the Village has already achieved, which objectives 
are not relevant, and how to prioritize the remaining objectives.  
 
Ms. Makra explained that the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus plans to eventually use 
the Framework to track the achievements of the members and award their 
achievements with some sort of tiered recognition program.  
 
Ms. Makra then segued into a discussion of climate action for municipalities and 
the various pledges and compacts available for municipalities. Ms. Makra identified 
which agreements require only a pledge, and which also require reporting:  
 
Pledge Only:  Pledge & Reporting: 

- Climate Mayors 
- GRC2 
- America’s Pledge 
- We Are Still In 

 - C40 Cities 
- Chicago Climate Charter 
- Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate & Energy 
- Compact of Mayors 

 
According to Ms. Makra, Climate Mayors, America’s Pledge, and We Are Still In 
are more political in nature, and were created in reaction to the United States’ 
decision to exit the Paris Climate Accord. Climate Mayors was created because a 
group of mayors wanted to assert their interest in the principals behind the Paris 
Climate Accord, while America’s Pledge and We Are Still In are applicable to both 
businesses and municipalities.  
 
The Compact of Mayors has merged with the Global Covenant of Mayors for 
Climate & Energy, which now has 7500 participating cities. The reporting platform 
for this covenant is very robust, and while there are resources available to assist 
with reporting, it would not be easy for most small communities.  
 
C40 Cities started with the 40 largest cities in the world, and now has 90 member 
communities, including Chicago. It is reserved for cities much larger than Wilmette.  
 
The Chicago Climate Charter was launched by Mayor Rahm Emanuel. Ms. Makra 
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has some concerns about the Chicago Climate Charter. It was presented at a very 
high-profile event, but not very well integrated into some of the existing programs. 
51 communities signed on in North America, including 12 in Illinois. The Chicago 
Climate Charter has not yet released their reporting platform, and it is unclear how 
they will follow up on the reporting. Ms. Makra is not aware of any staff dedicated 
to this in Chicago.  
 
Commissioner Haut commented that some aspects of the GRC2 are still vague 
because there are no standards for reporting. Ms. Makra responded that she didn’t 
want to wait to launch the GRC2 until the reporting platform was ready. The GRC2 
allows flexibility so that a community can be as strict or as robust as they want, 
and allows the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus to target the whole region.  
 
At Chairman Dunn’s prompting, Ms. Makra provided examples of communities that 
have used or are currently using the GRC2 Framework to develop sustainability 
plans, including Flossmoor, Hanover Park, Northbrook, and Grayslake. 
Commissioner Andersen inquired about the process that these communities have 
used, so that Wilmette can adapt it to our interests. Ms. Makra explained that the 
Metropolitan Mayors Caucus held a workshop last year on how to use the 
Framework, facilitated discussion between the communities regarding what 
worked and what didn’t work. Commissioner Andersen thinks the Framework is 
terrific because it would enable us to go through and identify things that resonate 
with us and start to pick out some actionable goals by which to measure progress.  
 
Commissioner Haut emphasized the importance of education in getting the public’s 
support for these initiatives.  

 
VI. NEW BUSINESS 

 
Commissioner Andersen presented information on Opti’s Continuous Monitoring 
and Adaptive Control of Stormwater Infrastructure, as it relates to the proposed 
Stormwater Improvement Project west of Ridge Road. Mr. Andersen explained that 
intelligent management of stormwater would take part of the system offline during 
periods of flash-floods, similar to how solar panels can take a home off of the grid 
during peak hours. Commissioner Andersen has also contacted Village Engineer 
Dan Manis about this.  

 
VII. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
Martha Hellander inquired if the EEC had been asked to weigh in on the proposed 
Stormwater Improvement Project west of Ridge Road. Chairman Dunn explained 
that the role of the EEC is primarily advisory, and we have to strike a balance 
between offering our expertise and remembering that the Village Board looks to us 
as a group of experts that helps them make good decisions. Generally speaking, 
the EEC waits until the Village Board refers an issue down to the EEC.  
 



 

5 
 

Ms. Hellander responded that the ordinance incorporating the EEC states that the 
Commission is permitted to bring issues to the Village Board. Mr. Adler responded 
that the Village has brought on a number of experts to assist the Professional 
Engineers on staff with this stormwater discussion. 
 
Chairman Dunn added that the EEC should not be involved as advocates for one 
stormwater project over another. This would result in the Commission losing its 
credibility by becoming too political in the context of Village government.  
 
Commissioner Andersen reiterated that the GRC2 Framework is a great way for 
the EEC to get organized around this Commission’s priorities.  

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

 
At approximately 7:55 p.m., the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Kate Amoruso 
Assistant to the Director of Engineering & Public Works 


