
 

1200 Wilmette Avenue 
Wilmette, IL  60091 

 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT                     (847) 853-7550 
DEPARTMENT                 Fax (847) 853-7701 

                              TDD (847) 853-7634 

NOTICE OF MEETING 
of the  

ENVIRONMENTAL AND ENERGY COMMISSION 
Monday, January 18 at 6:30 P.M. 

Remote Meeting 
 

Due to the 2020 COVID-19 pandemic, this meeting will be held remotely by the Environmental 

and Energy Commission. For links and further information about joining this meeting, please click 

here. 

AGENDA 
 

I. Call to Order 
 

II. Approval of Minutes 
 
Minutes of the Environmental and Energy Commission meeting of December 17, 
2020.  
 

III. Chair’s Report 
 

IV. Staff Report 
 

V. Sustainability Plan Update 
 

VI. Discussion of Sustainability Initiatives 
 

VII. Public Comment 
 

VIII. Adjournment 
 

Julie Wolf, Chair 

https://www.wilmette.com/event/environmental-energy-commission-meeting-4/?instance_id=2283
https://www.wilmette.com/event/environmental-energy-commission-meeting-4/?instance_id=2283


 

         
  

 
1200 Wilmette Avenue 

WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
ENVIRONMENTAL AND ENERGY COMMISSION 

 
THURSDAY, December 17, 2020 

6:30 P.M. 
VILLAGE HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS – REMOTE MEETING 

(VILLAGE HALL CLOSED DUE TO THE VILLAGE PRESIDENT’S DELCARATION OF 
LOCAL DISASTER AND PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY ORDER) 

 

Members Present: Julie Wolf, Chair 
 Arthur Haut 
 William Muno 
 Joel Feinstein 
 Amanda Ault  
 
Members Absent: Kenneth Parkhill 
 April Cesaretti 
  
Staff Present: John Adler, Director of Community Development 
 Kate Amoruso, Assistant to the Director of Engineering & Public Works 
 Kate McManus, Planner III 
 Alex Arteaga, Management Analyst 
 
Guests:  Linda Kurtz, Go Green Wilmette 
 Karen Glennemeier, League of Women Voters Wilmette 
  
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Chair Wolf called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M. 
 
Chair Wolf reminded Commissioners that due to the remote meeting, all votes would require 
a roll call.  Ms. Amoruso provided a roll call vote to take Commissioner attendance, 
Commissioners Wolf, Ault, Feinstein, Haut, and Muno were in attendance. 

 
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
Chair Wolf directed the Commission’s attention to the draft minutes of the Environmental and 
Energy Commission meeting of October 26, 2020. 
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Chair Wolf called for a motion to approve the minutes, Commissioner Muno motioned to 
approve the minutes, Commissioner Ault seconded the motion, and Ms. Amoruso called a roll 
call vote on the approval of the minutes. All Commissioners in attendance voted in favor of 
approving the minutes, and the October 26, 2020 minutes were approved as drafted. 

 
III. CHAIR’S  REPORT 
 

Chair Wolf informed the Commission about a Go Green Wilmette webinar that she attended 
relating to tree ordinances, and mentioned that it aligns with the Commission’s plan of 
identifying this issue as a priority in the coming weeks.   

 
IV. STAFF REPORT 
 

Mr. Arteaga discussed the Village’s Master Bike and Active Transportation Plan, noting that 
at previous meetings, Commissioners had discussed voting on to endorse the Plan. Mr. 
Arteaga provided a timeline for the approval of the Master Bike and Active Transportation 
Plan and informed Commissioners that it would be best to vote on endorsing the Plan at the 
next EEC meeting. Commissioner Haut asked to ensure that a link to the Master Bike and 
Active Transportation is included in future meeting documents. 
 
Mr. Arteaga then discussed a Metropolitan Mayors Caucus Environmental Committee 
meeting that he had attended on December 15, 2021. The meeting covered a new Community 
Solar program that requires municipalities to formally enter the program on the behalf of their 
community, then residents would be able to enroll in the program and receive electricity 
supply from a renewable source. Mr. Arteaga mentioned that he needs to discuss this new 
program with Village leadership and will update the Commissioner as necessary. 
Commissioner Muno asked if this program is different compared to the various programs that 
are available now to individual residents, Mr. Arteaga replied that this program is different 
since it requires a municipality to endorse and promote the program to its residents. 

 
V. SUSTAINABILTY PLAN UPDATE 

 
Commissioner Feinstein discussed updates that he made to the Mobility chapter of the Draft 
Sustainability Plan. Commissioner Feinstein included mentions to the Master Bike and Active 
Transportation Plan where applicable, added language regarding electric vehicle charging 
stations being included in new commercial developments, and added current sidewalk 
ordinances information. Commissioner Haut asked Commissioner Feinstein what aspect of 
the current sidewalk ordinances he’s looking to change, Commissioner Feinstein responded 
that current ordinances require 2/3rd’s of residents in a given area to approve of a new 
sidewalk. Commissioner Feinstein sees this current ordinance being an obstacle and safety 
issue for Wilmette residents who walk, bike, and run. Commissioner Feinstein wants to see 
the ordinance changed to be more “pro-sidewalk.” Commissioner Ault agreed that this current 
ordinance seems to be a detriment to average residents and as parkways are part of the public 
Right of Way (R.O.W.), she would support trying to amend this current policy. Chair Wolf 
added that sidewalk’s and the lack thereof in certain areas of the Village is accounted for in 
the Master Bike and Active Transportation Plan. 
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Commissioner Feinstein then discussed the language he added regarding public education 
efforts to promote walking, biking, and running. And mentioned that the Village could take 
advantage of relationships with our schools and other community organizations to promote 
such messaging. Commissioner Feinstein also added more policy proposals that are designed 
to help serve the Village’s disabled population.  

 
VI. SUSTAINABILITY INITIATIVES 
  

Chair Wolf moved on to discuss the green and sustainable initiatives that the EEC will 
prioritize as the Commission moves towards finalizing the Draft Sustainability Plan. The first 
issue that Chair Wolf wants to prioritize is green energy programs (Community Solar, 
Renewable Energy Credits, etc.). Chair Wolf recalled some of the research and information 
that was presented to her when she previously served on Wilmette’s Village Board, and noted 
that this topic has had community interest for a sustained period of time. Commissioner Muno 
agreed that this topic has community interest, and that with the new energy programs that are 
available, further research is warranted.  
 
Chair Wolf proposed the idea of utilizing working groups to approach these green initiatives. 
So that work can be equally share amongst Commissioners and so the Commission can 
research and explore a multitude of topics. Chair Wolf also mentioned that the Commission 
has a variety of partnerships that we can utilize when researching these topics like Go Green 
Wilmette and surrounding community Commissions. Commissioner Ault asked for 
clarification regarding the Draft Sustainability Plan and if these selected green initiatives are 
being chosen from the Draft Sustainability Plan, Chair Wolf replied that Commissioner Ault 
was correct, Commissioner Ault supported recognizing green energy as an initiative for the 
Commission. Mr. Arteaga added that he has some prior research prepared over green energy 
topics, and that he will send these materials out to Commissioners. 
 
Chair Wolf then suggested urban forestry as another topic the EEC could prioritize, noting the 
existing strong policies that are already employed in Wilmette, but that there is room for 
growth. Chair Wolf recognized the valuable forestry team that Wilmette has, in which she has 
previously worked with. Chair Wolf suggested that further private property tree protection 
ordinances could be explored, and that there are other policies that have been implemented in 
the Chicagoland area that could prove beneficial to Wilmette. Commissioner Muno mentioned 
that this initiative fits into our Climate chapter of the Draft Sustainability Plan and as such, 
supports this topic. Commissioner Ault added that the data collection aspects of this topic, 
regarding a tree inventory, would also prove beneficial.  
 
Chair Wolf moved to suggest gas-powered lawncare equipment as another topic that could be 
prioritized by the Commission. Chair Wolf noted that this topic has received more interest as 
of late, and that there are current issues with enforcing Wilmette’s seasonal gas-powered 
lawncare equipment ban. Commissioner Ault added that she thinks gas-powered lawncare 
equipment also negatively effects pollinators and insect populations, so she supports 
prioritizing this topic as well.  
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Last, Chair Wolf suggested the EEC prioritize issues surrounding habitats, including 
pollinators, native species, and dark skies initiatives. Chair Wolf requested Commissioner 
feedback on this possible topic. Commissioner Ault responded that the topic of habitats and 
surrounding issues fits well into our Sustainable Communities chapter of the Draft 
Sustainability Plan, and as such, supports prioritizing this topic.  
 
Commissioner Muno suggested that an item from each chapter of the Draft Sustainability Plan 
should be chosen as possible topics to prioritize in the future. Commissioner Muno added that 
he would be glad to review the Draft Sustainability Plan, send recommendations to Mr. 
Arteaga, then have Mr. Arteaga forward these recommendations and applicable materials to 
the rest of the EEC. Mr. Arteaga mentioned that he’s happy to help distribute materials to 
Commissioners as necessary.  
 
Chair Wolf addressed the next EEC meeting, noting that Ms. Amoruso would send out a 
Doodle Poll to plan a meeting date and time that works for a majority of Commissioners. 
 
Mr. Arteaga added that Village staff have until January 15, 2021 to provide feedback on the 
Draft Sustainability Plan. And that a target date for our next meeting sometime in the third or 
fourth week of January would be preferable. Mr. Arteaga also mentioned an email that he had 
received from Linda Kurtz of Go Green Wilmette, Mrs. Kurtz asked if Commissioner’s would 
be willing to record a brief video pertaining to the Draft Sustainability Plan, these videos 
would be included in Go Green Wilmette’s regular 2021 programming, and that the videos 
would be filmed once the Wilmette Sustainability Plan is finalized and adopted by the Village 
Board.  

 
VII.  PUBLIC COMMENT 
   

Karen Glennemeier noted that she supports a municipal aggregation program that includes 
automatic enrollment of all Village electrical accounts into such a program, noting that a green 
energy program that relies on individual sign-ups will not be as effective.  
 
Linda Kurtz commented that she agrees with Karen Glennemeier regarding a municipal 
aggregation program. Linda thanked the Commission for all of their work and noted that Go 
Green Wilmette would be happy to assist however needed regarding the upcoming working 
groups for green initiatives. Last, Linda mentioned that the annual Going Green Matters Fair 
will not occur in 2021, so that the Draft Sustainability Plan videos filmed by Commissioners  
would be appreciated.  
 
Mr. Arteaga noted that no public comments had been received at 
publiccomment@wilmette.com and no public comments were provided through YouTube 
Live.  

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

 
Commissioner Muno moved to adjourn the meeting and Commissioner Feinstein seconded 
the motion. Ms. Amoruso provided a roll call on the motion to adjourn the meeting, all 

mailto:publiccomment@wilmette.com
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Commissioners present voted in favor of adjourning the meeting. The meeting was adjourned 
at 7:19 P.M. 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Alex Arteaga  
Management Analyst, Village Manager’s Office 

  



 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
VILLAGE MANAGER’S OFFICE (847) 853-7502 
 ARTEAGAA@WILMETTE.COM 

 

Date:  January 13, 2021 

To:  Environmental & Energy Commission 

From:  Alex Arteaga, Management Analyst 

Subject: 2021 Environmental & Energy Commission Initiatives 
 

 
While the Environmental & Energy Commission (EEC) awaits feedback and suggested 
revisions from staff regarding the Draft Sustainability Plan, the Commission at its December 
17, 2020 meeting, sought to keep the Plan moving forward by prioritizing the following issues 
for future research: 
 

• Renewable Energy 

• Urban Forest Preservation* 

• Native Habitats (Pollinators & Dark Skies Initiatives) 
 
*Note: The Village Board Land Use Committee (LUC) intends to review the existing tree 
ordinance in the second quarter of 2021. The Staff memo to the LUC will be shared with the 
EEC for feedback prior to presentation to the Committee. 
 
On January 12, 2021 Chair Julie Wolf, Village Manager Mike Braiman and Management 
Analyst Alex Arteaga discussed how best to facilitate the Environmental & Energy 
Commission’s (EEC) work for the remainder on the above. The following summarizes the 
recommended approach.  
 
Memorandum to Administration Committee 
Considering the EEC operates in an advisory capacity, the Commission is to draft a memo to 
the Administration Committee of the Village Board to provide an outline of the selected 
initiatives, how the Village approaches these issues currently, and why they were deemed 
significant and prioritized. Because the Village Board has a number of matters to consider 
throughout the course of the year and does not have the bandwidth to consider all of the above 
initiatives at the same time, it is necessary that the Administration Committee review the 
selected initiatives and inform the Commission which issues should be prioritized.  
 
The EEC plans to utilize working groups to lead the research on these topics and help draft 
their portions of the memo that will be presented to the Administration Committee. Because 
there are two vacancies on the Commission that will be filled in February, working groups will 
be established after the new appointments are made. The expectation is that each working 
group will consist of two to three Commissioners and a staff liaison to provide guidance. 



 
Research and Recommendation Approach 
Considering the EEC’s advisory status, the Commission will be asked to provide thorough 
research/education and policy options on each of the initiatives for the Village Board’s 
consideration.  
 
Research guidelines for these working groups are as follows: 
 

• Commissioners are to research and explore all available options that the Village has to 
approach the given environmental issue. 
 

• Singular policy recommendations will not be provided to the Administration Committee. 
Because the Village Board has final authority on these matters, the EEC will serve to 
provide multiple policy options for Village Board consideration with an analysis of each 
option. 

 

• For each environmental initiative, the EEC is expected to provide a history of that issue 
in Wilmette, solicit community feedback and answer questions the community may have, 
articulate the reasons for amending the current policy, provide examples of solutions 
that have been deployed in other communities with a focus on the pros and cons of the 
various approaches, and provide implementation strategies that consider Village staffing 
and budgetary impacts.   

 
Additional guidelines may be established over time as the Commission’s work evolves. 

 

Next Steps 
The EEC will discuss the above approach at its January 18, 2021 meeting and Commissioners 
will be asked to contemplate which initiatives they would prefer to work on. At a subsequent 
meeting, when the vacancies have been filled, the EEC will assign members to the working 
groups. 
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On August 28, 2018, the Wilmette Village Board 
endorsed the Greenest Region Compact (GRC) 
to address environmental sustainability issues 
of global importance at the local level.  The GRC 
encourages each of its members to develop a 
Sustainable Communities Strategic Plan.  

This Plan has been developed by the Wilmette 
Environmental and Energy Commission to 
address the specific environmental issues 
identified in the GRC.  Each of the ten chapters 
in this Plan identifies environmental issues 
unique to the Village of Wilmette along with 
a corresponding set of recommendations to 
address these issues moving forward with the 
goal of reducing the environmental footprint 
for the Village of Wilmette, thus making the 
Village a better place to live and work.

SUMMARY
EXECUTIVE

DRAFT
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The Village of Wilmette is located on the western shore of Lake Michigan 
and is a near northern suburb of Chicago about 14 miles north of Chicago’s 
downtown district. It was officially incorporated on September 19, 1872, as 
the Village of Wilmette. The postwar need for housing led to a housing boom 
in the 1950s that transformed the area west of Ridge Road from farmland to 
residential subdivisions. As a direct result of this housing boom, Wilmette’s 
population grew from 18,162 in 1950 to 28,268 in 1960.  

Based on the 2010 census the population was 27,087. In 2007, Wilmette was 
ranked as the seventh best place to raise children in the U.S., according to 
Business Week. In 2015, Wilmette was ranked the best place to live in the 
State of Illinois based on a variety of factors including its low unemployment 
rate, median income, low housing vacancy rate, high education expenditures 
per student, low crime, and short commute times.  

Wilmette is home to 2 of Illinois’ 17 elementary schools to be awarded the 
2017 National Blue Ribbon award. Students in Wilmette attend New Trier 
High School.  In 2016, Newsweek magazine ranked New Trier as the top open 
enrollment high school in Illinois and the 17th best high school in the country. 
There are two private high schools located in Wilmette. The Wilmette Park 
District owns and operates a public 18-hole golf course in West Wilmette. 
There is a large park along the Lake Michigan shore with several neighborhood 
parks, a recreation center, outdoor pool, and an indoor ice rink.  

WILMETTE
THE VILLAGE OF 

DRAFT
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THE GREENEST 
REGION COMPACT

INTRODUCTION

The Metropolitan Mayors Caucus created the Greenest Region Compact (GRC) to address 

environmental sustainability issues of global importance at the local level. The Greenest 

Region Compact, an update to the original pledge and sometimes referred to as the 

Greenest Region Compact 2 (GRC2), is built on important environmental initiatives already 

underway in communities in partnership with many non-profit, state, regional and national 

organizations. 

The Greenest Region Compact synthesizes sustainability goals already adopted by leading 

communities in the region; and these consensus goals align with common regional, 

state, national and global objectives. The Greenest Region Compact offers a companion 

Framework, in the form of a spreadsheet, to guide communities of all sizes and strengths to 

assess their current efforts, develop a sustainability plan suited to local priorities, and offer 

resources to help them succeed. The consensus goals of the Greenest Region Compact 

will guide coordinated efforts toward enhanced quality of life for residents, protection and 

stewardship of the environment, and sustainable economic vitality. 

On August 28, 2018, the Wilmette Village Board endorsed the GRC and tasked the 

Environmental and Energy Commission (EEC) to make recommendations to the Board 

on how best to implement the GRC. This Plan contains the EEC’s recommendations to 

the Board. The 10 chapters in the Plan follow the framework given in the GRC:  Climate, 

Economic Development, Energy, Land, Leadership, Mobility, Municipal Operations, 

Sustainable Communities, Waste & Recycling, and Water. 

DRAFT
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Although Economic Development and the cultivation of a green economy may 
seem tangential and an indirect way to address sustainability, the chances 
of succeeding in creating a long-term sustainability plan can undoubtedly be 
improved by engaging with Wilmette’s commercial stakeholders in addition 
to its residents.  Wilmette has the opportunity to become a leader and model 
for green economic development on the North Shore, but with the appeal of 
commercial growth, local business’s participation in reducing its environmental 
impact will also be critical given the material impacts on energy, waste and 
water created by Wilmette’s economic activity.

Although the Workforce Development and Innovation goals under the GRC2 
Framework may not apply to a village of Wilmette’s size and makeup, there are 
a number of impactful Green Economy and Policy goals set forth under the 
GRC2 which are achievable in the near and medium term.

CHAPTER 2

ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT

DRAFT
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Downtown/Green Bay Road 
Corridor centered around 
Village Hall and the Metra 
UP North Train Station

A number of initiatives geared towards the local green economy and related government 
policies are already in place through efforts of local governmental bodies and the 
impressive work of Wilmette’s not-for-profit community groups:

Recognize and support businesses who practice and promote sustainability, for example, 
Go Green Wilmette’s (“GGW”) Business Partners for a Greener Wilmette program;

Promote the use of local goods and services, and tourism featuring natural and cultural 
assets of the community in partnership with:
 Wilmette Kenilworth Chamber of Commerce
 Village of Wilmette Historical Society
 Wilmette Park District; and

Support expanded job opportunities and sufficient wages based upon the Village of 
Wilmette’s adoption of the Cook County minimum wage and sick time opt-in.

Wilmette’s 
commercial 
activity in 
concentrated 
in five distinct 
areas.

EXISTING CONDITIONS

Plaza del Lago shopping 
center on Sheridan Road at 
the northern border of the 
Village

Ridge Road District, also 
known as Antique Row, 
located between Lake 
Avenue & Wilmette Avenue 

Linden Square adjacent to 
the Linden CTA terminal at 
the intersection of Linden 
Avenue and 4th Street

Edens Plaza shopping 
center located at the 
intersection of Lake Avenue 
and Skokie Boulevard

DRAFT
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Go Green Wilmette (GGW) initiated the Business Partners for a Greener Wilmette program in 2012 to 
publicly recognize Wilmette businesses that engage in environmentally responsible practices and 
encourage increased sustainability wherever feasible. Current benefits include promotion of businesses 
that meet GGW’s internal application process through GGW public outreach channels. By adopting the 
GGW plan and formalizing/defining certain certification processes, Wilmette can expand the benefits of 
becoming a “green-certified” business including:
• Preferential status for procurement decisions by the Village of Wilmette government and lobbying 

for other local governmental bodies to do the same (e.g., Wilmette Park District, local school districts, 
township government, etc.);

• Expedite Wilmette permit process for green-certified businesses;
• Dedicate parking spaces for green businesses;
• Recognition of certification and “working towards” certification; and
• Publicize green businesses to the public through Wilmette website, community events, etc.

ADOPT, ENDORSE AND EXPAND GO GREEN WILMETTE’S BUSINESS 
PARTNERS FOR A GREENER WILMETTE PROGRAM

• Attract, retain, recognize and support 

local businesses who practice and 

promote sustainability.

• Create and promote a community 

brand featuring natural resources or 

cultural characteristics of community.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

GOALS 

RECOMMENDATIONS

Wilmette is endowed with a variety of natural resources and cultural sites of significance ranging from 
parks, beaches, historical sites, and “green” services.  By coordinating publicity and marketing efforts and 
continuing to highlight the community, the “branding” efforts’ contribution to the broader sustainability 
efforts which will attract visitors and businesses that share in community values and hope to reap the 
benefits from a thriving green economy.

EXPAND SUSTAINABILITY MESSAGES ON VILLAGE MEDIA/WEBSITES

Create a working group to coordinate sustainability and green economy promotion efforts as set forth 
above.  The working group may evolve into a formal “green business association” to augment or complement 
Chamber of Commerce, GGW and other local community group efforts in providing resources, general 
support, business models, consulting, and networking opportunities for local sustainable business.

FORMALIZE PARTNERSHIPS WITH LOCAL PURPOSE-SPECIFIC ENTITIES 
IN FURTHERANCE OF ABOVE (CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, WILMETTE 
PARK DISTRICT, ETC.)

DRAFT
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Per the recent signatory of the Greenest Region Compact 2 (GRC2) and the 
resolution adopted by the Village of Wilmette, this report is provided by the 
Environmental and Energy Commission as recommendations to address the 
Energy category of the Greenest Region Compact 2. This report will discuss 
the Village of Wilmette (property, buildings and contents, street-lights, motor 
vehicles and heavy equipment that is owned, operated or under the control of the 
Village of Wilmette) and Other Village Services/Private (everything in the Village 
that is not defined under public – i.e.: all business and residential real estate, 
vehicles, energy utilizing devices etc.) sectors and make recommendations 
for improvements to become a more sustainable community with regards to 
energy. This Energy Chapter must be read in tandem with  the Climate  Chapter 
as Energy and Climate will be closely aligned in Recommendations and Goals.

ENERGY
CHAPTER 3

In 2011, a Greenhouse Gas Inventory Report was written for the Village that included an 
evaluation on electricity and natural gas used from 2008 through 2010. From this evaluation, 
it was determined that over half of the greenhouse gas emissions came from electricity use 
and a third of the emissions came from natural gas use. Most of the electricity used was by 
residential and small businesses with Government use the third highest user.    

Electricity use is the main contributor to CO2 scope 2 emissions (emissions generated by 
the power plants) and the combustion of natural gas in boilers is the main contributor to 
CO2 scope 1 emissions (emissions generated on-site where the boiler is used). The Village 
can reduce these emissions through the reduction of electricity and natural gas use and 
through energy efficiency programs. While the report discussed above showed that most 
of the electricity use came from residents, the recommendation is for the Village to work 
in a multi-faceted manner to address improvements in all sectors. It is recommended that 
improvements be made in these three areas – (1) actions the Village can to take to impact 
their own energy usage, (2) collaboration with other large energy users in the Village (Village 
services – schools, parks, library, and large and small businesses) to gain energy reductions 
and (3) resident education and outreach to encourage reduction and efficiencies.

EXISTING CONDITIONS

DRAFT


	01-18-20 Agenda
	12-17-20 Minutes DRAFT
	1200 Wilmette Avenue

	2021 Environmental & Energy Commission Initiatives Memo
	Sustainability Plan Draft Template for EEC

