
 

1200 Wilmette Avenue 
Wilmette, IL  60091 

 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT                     (847) 853-7550 
DEPARTMENT                 Fax (847) 853-7701 

                              TDD (847) 853-7634 
NOTICE OF MEETING 

of the  
ENVIRONMENTAL AND ENERGY COMMISSION 

Monday, January 26, 2015 at 6:30 P.M. 
Community Development/Engineering Conference Room – First Floor of Wilmette 

Village Hall 
1200 Wilmette Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois 

AGENDA 
I. Call to Order 

II. Approval of Minutes 

Minutes of the Environmental and Energy Commission meeting of October 20, 
2014.  

III. Chairman’s Report 

IV. Staff Report/Old Business 

V. Bicycle Task Force Update – Complete Streets Update 

VI. Going Green Matters EEC Participation Discussion 

VII. Electric Vehicle Charging Station Discussion 

VIII. New Business 

IX. Public Comment 

X. Adjournment 

Chris Dunn, Chair 

IF YOU ARE A PERSON WITH A DISABILITY AND NEED SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS TO PARTICIPATE 
 IN AND/OR ATTEND A VILLAGE OF WILMETTE PUBLIC MEETING, PLEASE NOTIFY THE VILLAGE  

MANAGER’S OFFICE AT (847) 853-7509 OR TDD  (847) 853-7634 AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 
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V I L L A G E   O F   W I L M E T T E 
1200 Wilmette Avenue 

WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

ENVIRONMENTAL AND ENERGY COMMISSION 

 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2014 

6:30 P.M. 

VILLAGE BOARD CONFERENCE ROOM 
 

Members Present: John Andersen  

  Debra Favre  

 Dr. Arthur Haut  

 Michael Kim 

 Patrick Meara  

 Charles Murdock 

  Tim Perry 

   

Members Absent: Chris Dunn 

 Linda Kurtz 

 

Staff Present: John Adler, Director of Community Development 

 Erika Fabisch, Planner I 

  

I. CALL TO ORDER 

Acting Chairman Meara called the meeting to order at 6:36 p.m.   

II. APPROVAL OF JULY 21, 2014 MINUTES 

The approval of the July 21, 2014 minutes was moved by Commissioner Favre and 

seconded by Commissioner Perry.  All were in favor of approval as amended. 

 

III. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

Acting Chairman Meara reported that Chairman Dunn reached out to the other 

governmental bodies regarding the possibility of an intergovernmental sustainability 

group. Chairman Dunn also planned on talking to the President of Glencoe, as he chaired 

their sustainability group. 
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IV. STAFF REPORT 
Mr. Adler talked about a rain barrel program that the Village is looking to participate in 

and gave an update on a text amendment to make car sharing easier to allow.  Ms. Fabisch 

talked about the moving of a John Van Bergen designed home from 1318 Isabella to its 

temporary home in the Whole Food’s parking lot at Green Bay and Isabella. 

 

V. BICYCLE TASK FORCE (BTF) UPDATE 

Commissioner Perry handed out a checklist that showed what work the Village must do to 

become a bronze rated bicycle friendly community. The recommendations included having 

more bike group meetings, the adoption of a comprehensive bike plan and the adoption of 

a complete streets policy. He said the Wilmette Active Transportation Group has been 

meeting more regularly and is looking at bike plans from other communities to help in 

drafting a plan for Wilmette. Commissioner Haut talked about bike safety being a two-way 

street. He has witnessed many bikers running red lights and violating other roadway laws. 

Commissioner Perry said the bike plan would have an educational component. 

Commissioner Obel said that while educating bikers on the rules of the road was important, 

developing infrastructure that has been designed for both bikes and cars is also important. 

Commissioner Andersen talked about how bikes are regulated differently across the 

country and about his experience riding with a north shore bike group.  Ms. Drucker talked 

about Metra bike thefts and felt that a security camera in the bike parking area may help 

reduce thefts. 

 

VI. DISCUSSION OF AREA STORMWATER PROJECTS 
Mr. Adler said that he spoke with Brigitte Berger, Director of Engineering Services, about 

the EEC’s recommendation to hire an engineering to follow and report on Winnetka’s 

Willow tunnel stormwater project. Ms. Berger was supportive of the idea and the request 

has been included in the Village’s 2015 budget. Ms. Drucker reminded the EEC about the 

League of Women Voters stormwater water management forum that was taking place on 

October 21. 

 

VII. INTERGOVERNMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY GROUP DISCUSSION 
Acting Chairman Meara covered this item under Chairman’s report. 

 

VIII. SOLAR CHICAGO – RESIDENTIAL SOLAR DISCOUNT PROGRAM 
Commissioner Favre asked for an update on electrical aggregation. Mr. Adler said that it 

was his understanding that the Village would not be doing aggregation again because the 

Village doesn’t believe it can get an electrical rate lower than one can get on their own.  

Acting Chairman Meara said it made sense to do aggregation originally because ComEd 

was under contract to buy energy at inflated rates, which other providers were able to 

dramatically undercut. Because those contract have expired, ComEd is able to be more 

competitive. Commissioner Favre suggested that the EEC research the various green 

options available to help educate residents when aggregation ends in 2015.  Commissioner 

Andersen moved to recommend that the EEC investigate ways to educate the community 

on attractive energy options with respect to the health of the community. Commissioner 

Favre seconded. The motion passed unanimously. Mr. Adler said he would talk with the 
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applicable staff regarding the appropriateness of the EEC educating the community on 

green energy options. 

 

IX. OTHER BUSINESS 

Beth Drucker, President, Go Green Wilmette, asked if the EEC might be interested in 

knowing more about the proposed artificial turf at West Park because the responsibilities 

of the Health Commission were given to the EEC. 

 

X. ADJOURNMENT 

Commissioner Andersen moved to adjourn and Commissioner Perry seconded.  At 7:51 

p.m., the meeting was adjourned. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

John Adler  

Director of Community Development 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Village of Wilmette      Policies & Procedures 
 

 

Policy Topic: Complete Streets 
 

Effective Date: TBD 
 

 

 

1. Policy Statement 

 

This policy sets forth the procedures for incorporating Complete Streets principals into 

the design of capital projects, land use planning and transportation policies.   

 

2. Definition 

 

A “Complete Street” is defined as one that provides safe and convenient access for 

users of the road of all ages and abilities, including pedestrians, bicyclists, transit 

users, school students, the elderly, commuters, transit vehicles, and vehicular traffic. 

 

3. Benefits of a Complete Streets Policy  

 

 Transportation, quality of life, and economic development are all connected through 

an integrated, well-planned, well-designed and context-sensitive transportation 

infrastructure; 

 

 A strong multimodal transportation infrastructure has many benefits including 

reducing road congestion, improving the health of the community, invigorating local 

commerce, reducing household transportation costs, decreasing pollution and energy 

consumption, and providing travel options for those who cannot or prefer not to drive; 

 

 Complete Streets are essential to providing safe and connected routes for people to 

travel throughout the Village and to neighboring villages, and in particular, to create 

safe routes to school for young children; 

 

4. Guidelines 

 

 Federal and state funded transportation improvement projects will include 

consideration of appropriate accommodations for pedestrians, bicyclists, transit riders, 

and persons of all abilities, while promoting safe operation for all users; 



 

 

 Where feasible, capital projects will include improvements that enhance ADA 

accessibility;   

 

 Capital projects will include traffic calming measures as approved by the Village’s 

Transportation Commission and Village Board;  

 

 At such time as the Village has an updated or revised bike plan that recommends new or 

enhanced bike facilities, the Village will consider incorporating such facilities into the 

capital plan and budget;       

 

 The Village will encourage bicycle and pedestrian improvements in the course of 

future development projects; 

 The Village will seek federal, state, county, private and other transportation funding 

sources to financially support capital improvements and planning grants consistent 

with Complete Streets practices.    

 The Village may take advantage of available educational and training opportunities for 

its staff to improve proficiency in Complete Streets practices. 

 

 

Approved by: 
 

_____________________________      

Village Manager     Date 



 

Car Sharing Proposed Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment 

 

Add the following definitions: 

Car-sharing service - a membership organization that is open to the general public; vehicles are 

available on an hourly basis through a self-service reservation system; vehicles are located at 

unstaffed locations; vehicles are available 24 hours a day; and the car-share company provides 

insurance for its members and maintains vehicles. 

Car-sharing space – a parking space that is designated for the parking of a car-sharing vehicle. 

Car-sharing vehicle – any vehicle available to multiple users through a car-sharing service that is 

maintained and owned or leased by a car-sharing company. A car-sharing vehicle shall be no 

more than 216 inches (18 feet) in length and shall bear a decal that provides the name of the 

car-sharing service.  

 

Add Car-Sharing Service as a new use with the following requirements: 

(1) Car-sharing services are a permitted accessory use in the R2, R3, R4, NR, NR-1, VC, GC-1, OR, 

and PCD-2 zoning districts.   

(2) Car-sharing spaces are permitted in any principal use or accessory use parking lot or parking 

garage serving a commercial, mixed-use, institutional or multi-family structure in any zone in 

which car-sharing services are permitted, and may occupy up to two (2) required or provided 

parking spaces. 

 

Other changes necessary: 

14.3.G should be amended to exclude car sharing vehicles from the leasing/sale prohibited use 

of required spaces. 

Provision for signage needs to be made. 
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