
 

1200 Wilmette Avenue 
Wilmette, IL  60091 

 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT                     (847) 853-7550 
DEPARTMENT                 Fax (847) 853-7701 

                              TDD (847) 853-7634 

NOTICE OF MEETING 
of the  

ENVIRONMENTAL AND ENERGY COMMISSION 
Wednesday, October 3rd, 2018 at 6:30 P.M. 

Village Board Conference Room – First Floor of Wilmette Village Hall 

1200 Wilmette Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois 

AGENDA 

I. Call to Order 

 

II. Approval of Minutes 

Minutes of the Environmental and Energy Commission meeting of July 23rd, 2018 
 

III. Chairman’s Report 

 

IV. Greenest Region Compact 2 Process Discussion 

 

V. New Business 

 

VI. Public Comment 

 

VII. Adjournment 

 

Chris Dunn, Chair 

IF YOU ARE A PERSON WITH A DISABILITY AND NEED SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS TO PARTICIPATE 
 IN AND/OR ATTEND A VILLAGE OF WILMETTE PUBLIC MEETING, PLEASE NOTIFY THE VILLAGE  

MANAGER’S OFFICE AT (847) 853-7509 OR TDD (847) 853-7634 AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 



 

         
  

 

1200 Wilmette Avenue 
WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

ENVIRONMENTAL AND ENERGY COMMISSION 
 

MONDAY, JULY 23, 2018 
6:30 P.M. 

VILLAGE BOARD CONFERENCE ROOM 
 

Members Present: Chris Dunn 
 Amanda Ault 
 Rebecca Boyd 
 Nathan Kebede 
 Linda Kurtz 
 Tim Perry    
 

Members Absent: Arthur Haut 
 Michael Kim 
 William Muno 
 

Staff Present: John Adler, Director of Community Development 
 Kate Amoruso, Assistant to the Director of Engineering & Public 

Works 
 

Guest: Jeff Axelrod 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Chairman Dunn called the meeting to order at 6:31 p.m.   
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Chairman Dunn directed the Commission’s attention to the draft minutes of the 
Environmental and Energy Commission meeting of March 19, 2018. 
 
Chairman Dunn called for a motion that the Commission approve the minutes as 
drafted. Commissioner Boyd moved to approve and Commissioner Kebede 
seconded the motion. Minutes were unanimously approved as drafted. 
 

III. CHAIRMAN’S  REPORT 
 
Chairman Dunn explained that the Greenest Region’s Compact 2 (GRC2), the 
Chicago Climate Charter, and the Climate Mayors would be discussed by the 



 

Commission, and that a recommendation could most likely be made by the end of the 
meeting to the Village Board on which to proceed with.  

 
IV. DISCUSSION OF CLIMATE MAYORS, THE CHICAGO CLIMATE CHARTER, AND 

THE GRC2 
 
Kate Amoruso reminded the Commission that the Village Board asked the EEC to 
review the requirements and impacts of each of the charters in question. 
 
Ms. Amoruso explained that Climate Mayors is a pledge-only organization with no 
binding commitments and that it is simply a goal to reduce emissions. Any budgetary 
impact would be controlled by the Village. Ms. Amoruso noted a correction to the 
information presented last meeting by Edith Makra of the Metropolitan Mayors 
Caucus, clarifying that Climate Mayors was founded in 2014, and not created in 
response to the United States exiting the Paris Climate Accord. However, Climate 
Mayors has gained significant traction since the US withdrawal, and therefore may 
still be perceived as political in nature. 
 
The Chicago Climate Charter is pledge-based and involves tracking and publicly 
reporting emissions reductions. The reporting requirements have not been released; 
therefore, budgetary impacts and staff time commitments are unknown. Additionally, 
joining the Chicago Climate Charter could also be perceived as political in nature. 
 
The GRC2 would require a resolution to be passed supporting the Consensus Goals. 
Since there are no reporting requirements, any budgetary impact would be controlled 
by the Village. The GRC2 also comes with a robust framework tool. 
 
Commissioner Perry clarified that the Commission can recommend one, two, or all 
three of the items to the Village Board. 
 
It was also clarified that the Chicago Climate Charter is the only one of the three 
agreements that would require reporting, but it is still not known how that would be 
done. Because the Chicago Climate Charter does not have a developed reporting 
platform yet, Staff’s suggestion is to wait to see what exactly the Charter will require 
before signing on. Instead, Staff recommends using the GRC2 Framework to set 
specific goals, or even create a sustainability plan.  
 
Commissioner Ault agreed that from a regional perspective, supporting the GRC2 
would make the most sense, and that the Chicago Climate Charter can be pursued 
at a later date. 
 
Commissioner Boyd noted that there are some very laudable goals contained in the 
Chicago Climate Charter, and suggested that the Commission adopt some of those 
goals, emphasizing the importance of the role of local governments and businesses 
in working towards climate change. 



 

Commissioner Kebede noted that whether or not the Chicago Climate Charter or 
Climate Mayors would be perceived as political in nature, the goals outlined in the 
GRC2 does not have the same potential to be politically controversial.  
 
Ms. Amoruso added that many goals within the various agreements overlap, and that 
the GRC2 Framework is perhaps the most robust, while also giving the Village the 
flexibility of setting goals specific to our community.  
 
Commissioner Boyd advised that the Commission be less concerned with politicizing 
the issue, and make a choice based instead on what meets the needs of Wilmette 
specifically. 

 
Commissioner Kurtz emphasized the importance of science over political views in 
relation to climate change, and the importance of recognizing what the Village has 
already accomplished towards being more environmentally sustainable. Ms. 
Amoruso explained that the GRC2 Framework would provide us with a way to do this 
while also identifying specific goals and priorities. 
 
Mr. Adler reminded the Commission that in their referral, the Administration 
Committee asked the EEC to focus on items that would not have a budgetary impact. 
Mr. Adler suggested that, with the help of Village Staff, the Commission first identify 
Wilmette’s previous accomplishments, then prioritize no- or low-cost items that would 
have the greatest impact. Long-term goals that may have a larger budget impact 
could be added to the Capital Improvement Program (CIP).  
 
Commissioner Perry reiterated that the GRC2 Framework is setup in a way that would 
be fairly easy for the EEC to work on, with the help of volunteers. Commissioner Boyd 
agreed that involving volunteers would get the community more invested. Options for 
dividing up the workload of the GRC2 Framework were discussed, but it was decided 
that specifics would be determined at a later date. 
 
Commissioner Ault mentioned a 2017 meeting with CMAP (Chicago Metropolitan 
Agency for Planning) and suggested that some of the goals identified during that 
process should be revisited, and might make the goals in the GRC2 more robust.  
 
Chairman Dunn called for a motion to recommend that the Village Manager join 
Climate Mayors. Commissioner Ault moved to approve the motion and Commissioner 
Boyd seconded the motion. The motion was passed unanimously. 
 
Chairman Dunn called for a motion to recommend that the Village Board pass a 
resolution endorsing the Greenest Region Compact and ask the Environmental and 
Energy Commission oversee the pursuit of the Consensus Goals contained in the 
Compact. Commissioner Boyd moved to approve the motion and Commissioner 
Kebede seconded the motion. The motion was passed unanimously. 
 
It was decided that the Chicago Climate Charter will be revisited in future meetings.  



 

V. NEW BUSINESS 

 
Commissioner Perry reported that the Village has been awarded a Bronze-Level 
Bicycle-Friendly Community status by the League of American Cyclists. The Village 
has approved $80,000 for the preparation of a Bike Plan which is now underway. 
There will be public meetings to help shape the plan in the future. Additionally, the 
Rotary Club has donated $7,500 for new bike racks throughout the Village.  
 
A grant application has also been submitted for the development of a plan for a bike 
path through Canal Shores Golf Course, which would effectively connect the Wilmette 
bike path through Gillson Park and the McCormick Statue bike path. 
 
Visitor Jeff Axelrod noted that another grant through the National Park Service was 
applied for, which would provide technical assistance and consulting for fundraising 
and community feedback. 
 
Commissioner Boyd asked what the Commission’s involvement has been in regards 
to the Stormwater Improvement Project west of Ridge Road. Chairman Dunn 
explained that the Village Board has not asked the EEC to provide input. Chairman 
Dunn also reiterated that the Commission is largely an advisory commission, and 
while the Village Board could ask the Commission to approach the issue, the EEC 
has endeavored to remain neutral on the stormwater issue to preserve our status as 
non-partisan experts. 
 
Commissioner Boyd asked to what extent green infrastructure has been considered 
in relation to the Stormwater Improvement Project and what the Commission could 
recommend to the Village on how to improve it. Chairman Dunn reminded the 
Commissioners that, as Wilmette residents, they may approach Village Board 
members about such issues.  
 

VI. Public Comment 
 
Mr. Jeff Axelrod mentioned Star Communities, which is a rating system for 
sustainable cities. Qualified communities are then eligible for additional grants. 
 

VII. Adjournment 
 
Chairman Dunn called for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Perry 
moved to adjourn the meeting and Commissioner Boyd seconded the motion. The 
meeting was adjourned at 7:16 p.m. 
 
 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Kate Amoruso 
Assistant to the Director of Engineering & Public Works 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 

ENGINEERING & PUBLIC WORKS (847) 853-7500 
DEPARTMENT FAX (847) 853-7705 
 TDD (847) 853-7634 
 EMAIL pubworks@wilmette.com 

 

Date: October 1, 2018 
 
To: Members of the Environmental and Energy Commission  
 
From: Kate Amoruso, Assistant to the Director of Engineering & Public Works 
 
Subject: Pursuit of the Greenest Regions Compact 2 Consensus Goals 
 

 
The purpose of this memo is to present to the Environmental and Energy Commission (EEC) Chairman 
Dunn and staff’s recommended approach on how to best pursue the Consensus Goals of the Greenest 
Regions Compact 2 (GRC2).   

Background 

At the August 28 meeting of the Village Board, Resolution 2018-R-14 was passed, endorsing the GRC2 
and its Consensus Goals. The EEC has now been tasked with determining how the Village may best 
pursue these goals.  

The GRC2 Consensus Goals are divided into 10 categories, which serve as the backbone of the GRC2 
Framework:  

 Climate 

 Economic Development 

 Energy 

 Land 

 Leadership 

 Mobility 

 Municipal Operations 

 Sustainable Communities 

 Waste & Recycling 

 Water 
 
The GRC2 Framework is an amalgamation of sustainability plans from 30 different communities in 
Illinois. It was compiled by the Metropolitan Mayor’s Caucus, and suggested that municipalities use the 
Framework as a template for creating their own sustainability plans.  

Discussion 

The Framework is already set up in a manner that allows municipalities to easily organize and 
benchmark their progress towards achieving these Consensus Goals. During the July 23, 2018 meeting of 
the EEC, it was suggested that the most effective path forward would be to first use the Framework to 
identify what the Village has already accomplished towards the GRC2 Consensus Goals.  

The next step would be to identify which specific aspects of the Framework the Commission believes 
Wilmette should pursue. These specific objectives would then need to be categorized according to 

mailto:pubworks@wilmette.com
mailto:amorusok@wilmette.com


 

 

budgetary impact – which goals can be achieved with little or no cost to the Village, and which goals 
would require more significant capital – and prioritized accordingly.  

To begin compiling this information, it is suggested that Commissioners consider which section(s) of the 
Framework they would personally be interested in researching. Commissioners could do this individually 
or with one other Commissioner (in accordance with the Open Meetings Act), with the assistance of 
Village Staff and/or community volunteers.   

Commissioners would then be responsible for providing the EEC with a report identifying the Village’s 
past achievements within their assigned section, and making recommendations as to which goals should 
be pursued and when.  

Next Steps 

If this course of action is agreeable, we ask that the Commissioners provide their preferences for which 
section(s) they would be interested in working on. We will then provide the Commissioners their 
individual assignments prior to the next EEC meeting. The Commissioners would then complete their 
research and report on it at the next EEC meeting. 

Once the Framework has been customized to fit Wilmette’s needs and goals, the EEC may consider 
converting it into an official sustainability plan, to be included in the Village’s Comprehensive Plan.  

Cc: Chairman Dunn 
 John Adler, Director of Community Development 
 Kate McManus, Planner II 
 
 



Ÿ Reduce greenhouse gas emissions

Ÿ Maintain clean and healthful air

Ÿ Develop resiliency to climate change impacts 

Ÿ Engage the community in climate change mi�ga�on and adapta�on

Ÿ Promote innova�on and a compe��ve workforce

Ÿ Cul�vate local and sustainable development, jobs, and businesses 

Ÿ Use energy for buildings and facili�es efficiently

Ÿ Advance renewable energy

Ÿ Reduce energy consump�on

Ÿ Enact policies that support clean energy

Ÿ Engage the community in clean energy prac�ces

Ÿ Encourage strategic development that upholds sustainability principles

Ÿ Conserve, restore and enhance natural features and ecosystems 

Ÿ Support networks of accessible well-used and enjoyable parks 

Ÿ Sustain a robust urban forest canopy

Ÿ Sustain beau�ful landscapes that provide ecosystem services

Ÿ Achieve greater livability through sustainable land use and housing policies

Ÿ Cul�vate a conserva�on ethic in the community

Ÿ Enlist support for GRC2 goals through regional, state and na�onal leadership 

Ÿ Advocate for policies that align with and advance the GRC2

Ÿ Work collabora�vely towards a sustainable region

The member municipali�es of the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus seek a vibrant, sustainable 
future for their communi�es and the greater Chicago region.  The consensus goals of the 
Greenest Region Compact 2 aim for enhanced quality of life for residents; protec�on and 
stewardship of the environment and sustainable economic vitality. 

To become the most sustainable and successful region in the United States, they, therefore, 
support the following consensus goals of the Greenest Region Compact 2 and agree to work to 
achieve them, both in their own communi�es and in collabora�on throughout the region:

Climate

Energy

Land 

Economic Development

Leadership

Greenest Region Compact 2
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Ÿ Support safe and effec�ve ac�ve transporta�on

Ÿ Maintain a diverse, safe, and efficient transporta�on network

Ÿ Support efficient transporta�on that uses resources wisely 

Ÿ Integrate sustainability into transporta�on policies, programs, and regula�ons 

Ÿ Promote public and sustainable transporta�on choices

Ÿ Lead by demonstra�ng sustainable values and prac�ces

Ÿ Integrate sustainability into all municipal opera�ons 

Ÿ Operate a safe, clean and efficient fleet 

Ÿ Collect and manage data to advance sustainability

Ÿ Promote cultural vibrancy in the community

Ÿ Foster a culture of health, safety, and wellness 

Ÿ Increase access to sustainably grown local food

Ÿ Sustain community principles that are welcoming, inclusive and equitable 

Ÿ Promote a sustainable iden�ty for the community

Ÿ Ensure local policies and codes support sustainability

Ÿ Cul�vate community values based on principles of sustainability

Ÿ Support sustainable material management

Ÿ Recycle materials across all sectors

Ÿ Divert waste from landfills

Ÿ Enact policies that cause sustainable material management

Ÿ Engage the community in waste reduc�on and recycling

Ÿ Use and distribute water efficiently

Ÿ Protect and improve and water quality

Ÿ Manage water system assets sustainably

Ÿ Op�mize the use of natural and built systems
to manage stormwater 

Ÿ Prac�ce stewardship of water resources

Ÿ Enact policies to protect water resources

Ÿ Engage the community  in water stewardship

Mobility

Municipal Opera�ons

Sustainable Communi�es

Waste & Recycling

Water
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