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1200 WILMETTE AVENUE  

WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 
  

 

MINUTES OF THE HOUSING COMMISSION 

TUESDAY, APRIL 20, 2021  

6:00 P.M. 

REMOTE MEETING BROADCAST LIVE ON CHANNEL 6 AND YOUTUBE 

Members Present:  Jeff Head 

  Earl Chase 

  Elissa Morgante 

  Ryan Shannahan 

  Lisa Williams 

  Caroline Goldstein 

 

Members Absent:  Lorelei McClure 

      

Staff Present: John Adler, Director of Community Development  

 Lisa Roberts, Assistant Director of Community Development 

 Kate McManus, Planner III 

   

   

I. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

Chair Head called the meeting to order at 6:06 p.m. Ms. McManus called the roll. 

Commissioner Chase arrived late to the meeting and Commissioner McClure was absent.  

 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM MARCH 2, 2021 

Commissioner Shannahan moved to accept the meeting minutes as submitted and 

Commissioner Williams seconded the motion.  The motion passed. 

 

III. REVIEW OF NEW HOUSING COMMISSION FUNCTIONS AND PRIORITIES 

Staff provided the Commission a list of functions and priorities as established by the 

Administration Committee. Staff asked that the Commission review the list and identify 

any changes or additional priorities that the Commission would like to focus on. Ms. 

McManus stated that at the next meeting, the Commission will be asked to discuss the 

Comprehensive Plan and how the housing section of the plan will be developed. Mr. Adler 

provided an update on the status of the Comprehensive Plan noting that the Village 

received five responses from the RFP of the Comprehensive Plan. The applicants will be 

narrowed down and invited to do interviews in the upcoming weeks. Chair Head and the 

Plan Commission Chair will also sit in on the interview. He anticipates that by August or 

September, the Commission will meet with the consultant to discuss the housing section 

of the Plan. He stated that staff will provide information on how the housing plan will tie 

into the Comprehensive Plan at an upcoming meeting. He stated that a housing assessment 
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has been included in each RFP received and that the Commission will discuss if the 

proposed assessment is sufficient or if more information is required. 

 

Ms. McManus stated that a representative from Community Partners for Affordable 

Housing (CPAH) will be asked to participate in a future meeting so the Commission can 

learn more about the organization and how it might provide additional adorable housing in 

Wilmette. She stated that the Commission will also be asked to provide feedback on the 

affordable housing donations made as part of the Optima development. Mr. Adler stated 

that once the building permit is pulled for the Optima development, a payment of $1.6 

million will be received for affordable housing. CPAH has been identified as the 

organization to create affordable housing in the Village. 

 

In response to a question from Commissioner Goldstein, Mr. Adler confirmed that after 

the Village receives funds from the Optima development, the Commission will be asked to 

provide input on partnering with CPAH and will also work with CPAH on assessing the 

best way to spend the money. He stated that there are a variety of housing types that may 

be considered including single family homes, rentals condominiums from 60%-120% of 

the median income and the Commission can weigh in on what types of housing and at what 

income thresholds will best meet the need for affordable housing.  

 

Ms. McManus noted that other functions and priorities are long term projects including the 

housing assessment. She noted that the Housing Our Own Board is anxious to meet with 

the Commission and to provide more information on the organization and the types of 

assistance they provide. She stated the staff will provide a sales summary annually of the 

Village Green Atrium. Chair Head asked that at a future meeting, some background 

information on the Village Green Atrium be provided. Mr. Adler stated researching 

methods to preserve existing affordable housing will also be an important role of the 

Commission and that he expects the Comprehensive Plan to address this topic. Chair Head 

noted that the housing needs assessments will be important and further discussion should 

occur as the Comprehensive Plan moves forward. 

 

IV. PUBLIC COMMENT 

There were no comments from the public. Ms. McManus confirmed there were no public 

comments submitted via You Tube. 

 

V. ADJOURNMENT 

The Commission voted to adjourn the meeting. The meeting was thereafter adjourned at 

6:28 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 Kate McManus 

 Planner III 


