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1200 WILMETTE AVENUE  

WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 
 

 

MINUTES OF THE HOUSING COMMISSION 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 14, 2014 

7:30 A.M. 

VILLAGE BOARD CONFERENCE ROOM OF VILLAGE HALL 

1200 WILMETTE AVENUE, WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091 

 

Members Present:  Jane Hornstein 

  Michael Robke 

  Charley Smith 

 

Members Absent:  None 

      

Staff Present: Erika Fabisch, Planner I  

  

Guests Present: None 

  

I. CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Hornstein called the meeting to order at 7:30 a.m. 

 

II. CHAIR REPORT 

Chair Hornstein gave an update on the partnership with the City of Evanston and 

Connections for the Homeless programs which are now offering rent subsidies.  Chair 

Hornstein gave an update on the FEMA/CDBG Recovery Grant program for Cook 

County with a portion of the funding going toward tenant based resident assistance.  The 

tenant-based rental assistance program will be administered by a qualified subrecipient 

and will provide shallow subsidies to low-income households wishing to live in 

opportunity areas to be close to work, family or community and are priced out of the 

rental market due to high demand. 

 

III. STAFF REPORT 

Ms. Fabisch gave an update on the Housing Assistance Program.   

 

IV. REQUEST FOR EMERGENCY HOUSING ASSISTANCE 

An applicant for the Emergency Housing Assistance Program (EHAP) submitted a 

request for rent assistance and utility bill assistance on May 2, 2014.  This is the first 

request for assistance from EHAP this year.  The applicant is requesting three month’s 

rental assistance and utility bill assistance.  The applicant was referred to the Village by 

the New Trier Township social worker, Jeanne Rosser and by Charlotte Melzer of St. 

Vincent de Paul Society of St. Joseph Church, Wilmette.   
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Applicant received rent assistance and other social services including food pantry from 

New Trier Township in the amount of $725.00 in September 2013.  The applicant is a 

single head of household and helps take care of her granddaughter a few days a week.  

The applicant is working with Manpower, a temporary employment agency.  The 

applicant is currently working third shift at the Motorola factory.  The applicant was 

previously employed as a special needs teaching assistant at a Chicago Public School 

which closed in 2012.  The applicant fell behind in rent due and utility bill payments due 

to reduced third shift hours.  The applicant is requesting three month’s rental assistance 

and utility assistance.   

 

Supporting documents in the application include: state and federal income tax returns for 

2013 and 2012; current checking statement; rental lease; Nicor bill; ComEd bill; direct 

deposit earnings statements from employer; referral letter from St. Vincent de Paul 

Society of St. Joseph Church, Wilmette; referral from Jeanne Rosser, New Trier 

Township; and letter explaining circumstances. 

 

The Housing Commission reviewed the request for emergency rent and utility assistance 

and approved the applicant for one month’s rent assistance and payment of both electric 

and gas bills.  Along with rent and utility bill assistance, the Housing Commission would 

like the application to meet with Wilmette Social Worker Olivia Chui instead of the New 

Trier Township Social Worker and apply for Cook County Public Aid, LINK card, 

LIHEAP and Evanston Hospital Reduced Health Care Services.   

 

The Housing Commission approved the applicant for one month’s rent assistance and 

payment of both electric and gas bills in an amount of $725.00 in rent assistance and 

utility assistance for $220.56 to ComEd and $120.94 to Nicor Gas.  The total assistance 

amount is $1,066.50.   

 

Voting Yes: Chair Hornstein, Commissioner Robke and Commissioner Smith.  Voting 

No: None.  Absent: None.  The motion carried.  

 

V. OTHER BUSINESS 

No old business was discussed. 

 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 

Chair Hornstein moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Commissioner Robke. 

 

Voting Yes: Chair Hornstein, Commissioner Robke and Commissioner Smith.  Voting 

No: None.  Absent: None.  The motion carried.  

 

Next meeting date will be determined when there is new business to discuss.  

 

The meeting was thereafter adjourned. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Erika Fabisch, Planner I 


