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of proceedings of any Village of Wilmette Board, Commission or Committee.  Official Minutes are 

recorded and maintained by the Clerks’ Office.  

BOARD/COMMISSION/COMMITTEE: Historic Preservation Commission 

DATE OF MEETING: July 10, 2019 

NAMES OF MEMBERS AND STAFF: 

Members Present: Chair Hutchinson, Joseph Vitu, Carmen Corbett, Melanie Glass, Tanvi Parikh, and Bob 

Fogarty 

Members Absent:  Robert Furniss, Rick Daspit, and Christine Harmon 

Staff Present: Kate McManus, Planner II  

Guests: Paul Turnbull, 1001 Oakwood Avenue, Tiffany and Dan Neely, 301 Sheridan Road, Erich Wefing, 

architect, and April Cesaretti, 935 Oakwood Avenue  

AGENDA ITEM- MEETING MINUTES FROM APRIL 24, 2019 

The meeting minutes from April 24, 2019 were approved as submitted. Motion to approve by Commissioner 

Corbett and seconded by Commissioner Parikh.  

AGENDA ITEM- LOCAL LANDMARK DESIGNATION OF 1001 OAKWOOD AVENUE 

Mr. Turnbull explained that he and his wife recently purchased 1001 Oakwood Avenue and are pursuing landmark 

designation to take advantage of the property tax assessment freeze. He stated that the house features Craftsman 

style elements and was constructed in 1908 by the Crabb Brothers. He noted that there was a small addition 

constructed in the 1970s and his intention is to replace the mid-century style windows with more appropriate 

Craftsman style windows to match the home. The Commission voted 5 to 1 to recommend approval of the 

designation of 1001 Oakwood Avenue as a local landmark under Criterion 7 with Commissioner Glass voting nay. 

AGENDA ITEM- CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS FOR 301 SHERIDAN ROAD 

Chair Hutchinson provided an overview of the history of the petition noting that a garage addition and exterior 

modifications were recommended for approval by the Commission in 2017. He explained that since then, a number 

of changes were made to the landmark home without approval and that the Commission is asked to review those 

changes only. He noted that changes were made to the roof material, window and door openings, and porch 

columns. Mr. and Mrs. Neely apologized for doing work without a permit and the proper Certificate of 

Appropriateness required. Mr. Neely explained that changes were made to the roof with the intention of breaking 

up the perceived mass of the house and to help with water issues. The windows changes were made because they 

preferred rectangular windows rather than round. They removed the carriage style garage door and garage windows 

to provide more privacy from the neighbors to the north. The stated that they did not think round windows were 

originally on the home, so they removed them from the rear elevation. They explained their rationale for changing 

the porch columns from round to square and making them varying widths.  The Commission expressed concern for 

the number of changes made without approval. Commissioner Parikh noted that she did not want to set a precedent 

for approving inappropriate modifications for future projects. Commissioner Glass stated that there are certain 

responsibilities with owning a landmark home and the owners were aware of needing Commission approval in the 

past. Commissioner Vitu and Commissioner Glass stated that they have not had a similar situation come before the 

Commission in the past 8 years. Mr. Wefing and Mr. and Mrs Neely answered questions regarding specific changes 

to the design.   

 

Motion to recommend to the Village Board to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for revisions to previously 

approved plans for roof material changes to the local landmark provided they find the proposed scope of work meets 

the Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation and the standards set forth in the Wilmette Historic Preservation 

Ordinance by Commissioner Parikh and seconded by Commissioner Corbett. The Commission voted 5-1 to 

recommend approval with Commissioner Glass voting nay.  

 

Motion to recommend to the Village Board to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for revisions to previously 

approved plans for window and door opening changes to the local landmark provided they find the proposed scope of 

work meets the Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation and the standards set forth in the Wilmette Historic 

Preservation Ordinance by Commissioner Vitu and seconded by Commissioner Fogarty. The Commissioner voted 

unanimously to recommend approval. 
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Motion to recommend to the Village Board to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for revisions to previously 

approved plans for porch column changes to the local landmark provided they find the proposed scope of work meets 

the Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation and the standards set forth in the Wilmette Historic Preservation 

Ordinance by Commissioner Corbett and seconded by Commissioner Fogarty. The Commission voted 4-2 to 

recommend approval with Commissioners Parikh and Glass voting nay.  

AGENDA ITEM -   SIGNIFICANT STRUCTURES REPORT 

Ms. McManus provided an update that 802 Lake Avenue was recently demolished. She stated that the house was 

one of the oldest homes in the Village, but was not protected under the preservation ordinance. She stated that 507 

Lake Avenue, the Baker House, is currently vacant. It is a local landmark designed by Frank Lloyd Wright.  

AGENDA ITEM -   OLD BUSINESS 

There was no old business discussed.  

PUBLIC COMMENT – Ms. Cesaretti expressed support for the landmark designation of 1001 Oakwood and 

noted the importance of preserving rather than demolishing older housing stock in the Village   

DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING: TBD 

PERSON PREPARING SUMMARY: Kate McManus, Planner II 


