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V I L L A G E   O F   W I L M E T T E 

1200 Wilmette Avenue 

WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 

                     

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

Wednesday, February 27, 2019 

6:30 P.M. 

VILLAGE BOARD CONFERENCE ROOM 

1200 WILMETTE AVENUE, WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091 

Members Present: Charles Hutchinson 

 Bob Furniss 

 Christine Harmon 

 Carmen Corbett 

 Rick Daspit 

 Joseph Vitu 

 

Members Absent: Melanie Glass  

        

Staff Present: Kate McManus, Planner II 

  

Guests:    Janet McKevitt, owner of 1003 Forest Avenue 

      

I.       CALL TO ORDER 

Chairman Hutchinson called the meeting to order at 6:31 p.m.   

 

II. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES FROM NOVEMBER 15, 2018 

The meeting minutes from November 15, 2018 were approved as submitted. Motion to approve 

by Commissioner Furniss and seconded by Commissioner Corbett. 

 

III. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Chairman Hutchinson requested that public comment be moved to the beginning of the agenda. 

Ms. McKevitt, owner of 1003 Forest, requested the Commission consider expediting the re-

bricking of Forest Avenue because the existing street is in deteriorated condition. Ms. McManus 

stated that the Commission’s purview is limited to local landmarks and local historic districts and 

that the Brick Street Renovation Program is overseen by the Engineering/Public Works 

Department. The Commission expressed general support of the project and asked that staff 

follow up with the Engineering/Public Works Department on the status. 

 

IV.  HISTORIC PRESERVATION AWARDS PLANNING 

The Commission discussed the date, time and format of the Historic Preservation Awards event. 

The event was tentatively scheduled for Thursday, May 30th. Ms. McManus noted that the 

deadline application is March 29th and the Commission will likely need to meet in April to 

review the pool of applicants. Commissioner Furniss stated that it would be nice to do more 
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outreach for the event to appeal to a wider audience. He added that a key speaker would be 

helpful. Chair Hutchinson suggested inviting the Rotary Club, Chamber of Commerce, Women’s 

Club and other groups. Commissioner Furniss also suggested tying the event into another 

museum hosted event. Commissioners Daspit and Furniss offered to ask Blair Kamin to be a 

speaker at the awards. Commissioner Furniss expressed some concerns with finding nominees 

for the landscaping category due to the time of year. Ms. McManus stated that she received some 

other suggestions for speakers. Commissioner Harmon offered to help with publicizing the event. 

Chair Hutchinson suggested that 21st Century Media could help with publicizing the event. 

 

IV.  REVIEW OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION HANDBOOK 

Ms. McManus reviewed some minor edits to the handbook including updating the 

Commissioners names and the process of completing meeting notices. She stated that the 

notifications will align with the Village’s standard notification process. She suggested 

corrections to typos in the handbook. She explained that an update should be made to the 

requirement that a member of the Commission must attend Village Board meetings. The 

Commission suggested that handbook state that the Chair or Commission designee may attend a 

Village Board meeting on an as needed basis. She reviewed the Commission’s purview, 

clarifying that the Commission should be reviewing all elevations of a locally designated 

landmark, not just the elevations visible from the street. The Commission moved to amend the 

handbook as suggested. Commissioner Vitu moved to approve, seconded by Commissioner 

Furniss. 

 

In response to a question from Commissioner Daspit, Ms. McManus explained that it is the 

Commission’s role and prerogative to ask questions regarding plans presented to the 

Commission. If plans are unclear or incomplete, the Commission can request additional 

information or clarification before approving a project. Permits are issued based on the plans 

presented to the Commission. The petitioner should not be revising plans after the Commission’s 

approval is granted. In response to a question from Commissioner Harmon, Ms. McManus stated 

that she can complete an architectural inspection for all alterations and additions granted a 

Certificate of Appropriateness. 

 

IV.  REVIEW OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION GOALS 

Ms. McManus provided an update on the status of the architectural survey. She stated that the 

plan is to apply for a grant in 2020 to hire a consultant to expand upon the existing survey. In 

response to a question from Commissioner Furniss, Ms. McManus stated that the project requires 

more expertise and experience than high school kids could complete. Ms. McManus stated that a 

database would need to be created first and that the plan is to complete the survey in 3 phases. 

Commissioner Vitu suggested encouraging owners to send in photos of their homes so the 

Village can include the images in the survey.  

 

Ms. McManus stated that she completed a preliminary National Register nomination of the 

Village Center which is currently being reviewed by the state. She said that someone from the 

state will conduct a site visit of the Village Center and she should have more information by the 

end of the month.  
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In response to a question from Commissioner Corbett, Ms. McManus explained that the intention 

of the goal to reach out and educate the realtor community stems from the negative perception of 

marketing historic homes held by many realtors. The Commission discussed that the realtor 

community should be advocates of historic buildings and be more aware of the incentives and 

advantages of historic and landmarked homes. Chair Hutchinson pointed out that neighborhoods 

with historic homes tend to have better resale value, home prices are more stable, and values of 

the neighborhoods are higher. Ms. McManus stated that she will provide the Commission with 

this research via email.  

 

Commissioner Furniss suggested continuing to reach out to homeowners to encourage landmark 

designation. Ms. McManus asked that Commissioner Furniss send his list of potential landmarks 

so she can complete another mass mailing. 

 

V.  SIGNIFICANT STRUCTURES REPORT 

Commissioner Harmon presented a draft letter to the Commission for review regarding 

designating Plaza del Lago as a local landmark. Ms. McManus suggested taking the time to 

review the letter and send any comments or edits to staff to distribute to Commissioner Harmon. 

Chair Hutchinson stated that the Chamber of Commerce may have the contact information for 

the owner of Plaza del Lago. Commissioner Daspit suggested focusing more on the financial 

advantages of designating the property. 

 

Ms. McManus stated that the Village and the Wilmette Historical Society provided matching 

funds for a Landmarks Illinois Preservation Heritage Grant to help fund the relocation of the 

Stran-Steel House. 

 

VI. OLD BUSINESS 

Ms. McManus clarified her previous statement explaining that there are several blocks of the 

Ouilmette Historic District that have yet to be converted back to brick. Ms. McManus reminded 

that Commission that the Wilmette Historical Museum and the HPC are co-sponsoring an event 

on April 7th about the property tax assessment freeze. Ms. McManus provided a summary on a 

Landmarks Illinois seminar on financing adaptive reuse projects she attended in February.  

 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion to adjourn at 7:57 p.m. by Commissioner Furniss and seconded by Commissioner Daspit 

and approved unanimously.  Scheduling of the next meeting date was postponed. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Kate McManus 


