
  Minutes Approved on June 7, 2017 

 1 

 
 

V I L L A G E   O F   W I L M E T T E 

1200 Wilmette Avenue 

WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 
                     

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 3, 2016 

7:00 P.M. 

VILLAGE BOARD CONFERENCE ROOM 

1200 WILMETTE AVENUE, WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091 

Members Present: Bob Furniss 

 Melanie Glass  

 Charles Hutchinson 

 Michael St. Peter 

 Joseph Vitu 

        

Staff Present: Erika Block, Planner 

 

Guest:     Roberto Mustacchi and Loreen Mershimer  

   Fred Wilson, Architect, Morgante-Wilson Architects 

    Ellen Whitehead, Architect, Morgante-Wilson Architects 

    Erich Wefing, Wefing Design Studios 

      

I.       CALL TO ORDER 

Mrs. Block called the meeting to order at 7:14 p.m.   

 

II. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES FROM MAY 3, 2016 

The meeting minutes from August 3, 2016 were approved.  Motion by Commissioner 

Glass, seconded by Commissioner Furniss and approved unanimously. 

 

III. CHAIR’S REPORT 

No Chair Report was discussed. 

 

IV.       STAFF REPORT 

Mrs. Block requested to move the agenda item for local landmark update and significant 

structures report for discussion after the requests for Certificates of Appropriateness. 

 

V.  LOCAL LANDMARK UPDATE  

Mrs. Block an update on 1215 Washington, the SIPRE building, and a new first floor 

tenant, Coco Nails.  The local landmark house for sale at 1134 Elmwood, the Gage House, 

has a contingent buyer. 
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VI. SIGNIFICANT STRUCTURES REPORT 

Mrs. Block gave an update on the projects in for permit at 1635 Lake Avenue and 930 

Sheridan- both homes are doing large addition projects. The home at 811 15th is owned by 

a developer, no plans in yet for changes to the home. The homeowner at 802 Lake 

submitted a request for local landmark designation and then withdrew the request and now 

her home is listed for sale. 

 

VII. REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 2017-HPC-01, 1040 

CHESTNUT AVENUE, THE SCHAGER HOUSE 

Mr. Mustacchi and Mrs. Mershimer introduced themselves to the members of the Historic 

Preservation Commission.  They purchased the home in 2016 and are doing several 

improvements to the interior and exterior including restoration of the landscape and 

gardens. 

 

Mr. Wilson introduced himself to the members of the Historic Preservation Commission. 

 

Ms. Whitehead introduced herself to the members of the Historic Preservation Commission 

and summarized the proposed scope of work which is selective replacement of seventeen 

(17) double hung windows and one (1) divided lite swinging French door on the west and 

rear sides of the home. 

 

Ms. Whitehead said the age of the current windows are unknown. 

 

Ms. Whitehead said the windows to be replaced are located in in master bed and master 

bathroom and the upstairs bedroom and bathroom. 

 

Ms. Whitehead said the windows are drafty and do not open or operate properly. 

 

Ms. Whitehead said they are proposing to replace the seventeen (17) double hung windows 

with Marvin custom clad insert double hung sashes.  The inserts will be in the frame of the 

windows without disrupting the existing trim or brick mold of the exterior walls.  The 

inserts will match the size, configuration, divided-lite pattern and color and likeness of the 

existing windows—they are replacement in-kind. 

 

Ms. Whitehead said the French door replacement will be a replaced in the master bedroom 

with a Marvin custom swinging French door to match the windows’ current height, 

configuration and will match the divided-lite pattern and color of the existing door. 

 

Ms. Whitehead said there are two window repair contractor estimates provided to repair 

the current windows and door.  The cost breakdown is included in packet of information. 

 

Ms. Whitehead showed a sample of the window to be installed and a paint sample of the 

“Cashmere” color for the trim. 

 

Chair Hutchinson asked about proposed plans for any additional window replacement.  
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Mrs. Mershimer said no, just these windows only. 

 

Mr. Wilson said there is more restoration work ongoing inside the home. 

 

Mrs. Mershimer said she is restoring the gardens. 

 

Commissioner St. Peter asked about the visibility from the street of the new windows on 

the west and rear sides of the home. 

 

Mr. Wilson said yes, the windows on the west side of the home are visible from Chestnut 

Avenue but only farther down the street. 

 

Mr. Wilson said they are using the inserts to keep the brick mold detailing on the outside 

for a custom fit without recreation of a new window.  This design decreases the reveal of 

windows on interior and will look very authentic. 

 

Commissioner St. Peter said if the insert will be in the existing frame of the window it 

makes the decision much easier. 

 

Chair Hutchinson spoke on the significance of the home and the ongoing improvements 

being made to the home 

 

Commissioner Glass moved to recommend to the Village Board to grant a Certificate of 

Appropriateness for selective replacement of seventeen (17) double hung windows and one 

(1) divided lite swinging French door on the west side and north side (rear) of the local 

landmark based on meeting the Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation and the 

standards set forth in Wilmette Historic Preservation Ordinance.   

 

The Commission supports the request and unanimously recommends to the Village Board 

to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the scope of work.  Commissioner Vitu seconded 

the motion and the voice vote was all ayes and no nays.  
 

VIII. OTHER BUSINESS/NEW BUSINESS 

The architect at 301 Sheridan, the Alexander McDaniel house, has preliminary drawings 

for the HPC to review with proposed changes to demolish the existing detached garage and 

remove the rear, two-story frame porch, new addition of an attached two car garage with 

mudroom, new frame porch on south (Maple) and west sides of the house, and window 

replacement. The scope of the work also includes an interior remodel of the kitchen.  The 

architect explained the numerous changes to the landmark home and the Commissioners 

asked questions. 
 

IX. UPCOMING PRESERVATION MEETINGS/OTHER BUSINESS 

The next Chicago Suburban Preservation Alliance meeting will be in Lombard on 

Saturday, May 13, 2017 and Mrs. Block will attend that meeting. The National Trust for 
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Historic Preservation Conference will be held in Chicago in November 14-17, 2017 at the 

Palmer House Hotel. 

 

X. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion to adjourn at 8:10 p.m. by Commissioner Furniss and seconded by Commissioner 

St. Peter and approved unanimously.   

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Erika Block, Planner I 


