
 
 

1200 Wilmette Avenue 
Wilmette, IL  60091 

            

 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT                   (847) 853-7500 

                   Fax (847) 853-7701 
                              TDD (847) 853-7634 

NOTICE OF MEETING 

of the  

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

 

Wednesday, April 24, 2019 at 6:30 P.M. 

Community Development Conference Room – First Floor of Wilmette Village Hall 

1200 Wilmette Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois 

AGENDA 

I. Call to Order 

 

II. Approval of Minutes 

Minutes from the meeting of February 27, 2019 

 

III.  Historic Preservation Awards Planning 

 

IV.  Significant Structures Report 

 

V. Old Business 

 

VI.  Public Comment 
 

VII. Adjournment 
 

IF YOU ARE A PERSON WITH A DISABILITY AND NEED SPECIAL 

ACCOMMODATIONS TO PARTICIPATE IN AND/OR ATTEND A VILLAGE OF 

WILMETTE PUBLIC MEETING, PLEASE NOTIFY THE VILLAGE MANAGER’S OFFICE 

AT (847) 853-7509 OR TDD (847) 853-7634 AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 
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V I L L A G E   O F   W I L M E T T E 

1200 Wilmette Avenue 

WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 

                     

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

Wednesday, February 27, 2019 

6:30 P.M. 

VILLAGE BOARD CONFERENCE ROOM 

1200 WILMETTE AVENUE, WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091 

Members Present: Charles Hutchinson 

 Bob Furniss 

 Christine Harmon 

 Carmen Corbett 

 Rick Daspit 

 Joseph Vitu 

 

Members Absent: Melanie Glass  

        

Staff Present: Kate McManus, Planner II 

  

Guests:    Janet McKevitt, owner of 1003 Forest Avenue 

      

I.       CALL TO ORDER 

Chairman Hutchinson called the meeting to order at 6:31 p.m.   

 

II. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES FROM NOVEMBER 15, 2018 

The meeting minutes from November 15, 2018 were approved as submitted. Motion to approve 

by Commissioner Furniss and seconded by Commissioner Corbett. 

 

III. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Chairman Hutchinson requested that public comment be moved to the beginning of the agenda. 

Ms. McKevitt, owner of 1003 Forest, requested the Commission consider expediting the re-

bricking of Forest Avenue because the condition of the existing street is in deteriorated 

condition. Ms. McManus stated that the Commission’s purview is limited to local landmarks and 

local historic districts and that the Brick Street Renovation Program is overseen by the 

Engineering/Public Works Department. The Commission expressed general support of the 

project and asked that staff follow up with the Engineering/Public Works Department on the 

status. 

 

IV.  HISTORIC PRESERVATION AWARDS PLANNING 

The Commission discussed the date, time and format of the Historic Preservation Awards event. 

The event was tentatively scheduled for Thursday, May 30th. Ms. McManus noted that the 

deadline application is March 29th and the Commission will likely need to meet in April to 
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review the pool of applicants. Commissioner Furniss stated that it would be nice to do more 

outreach for the event to appeal to a wider audience. He added that a key speaker would be 

helpful. Chair Hutchinson suggested inviting the Rotary Club, Chamber of Commerce, Women’s 

Club and other groups. Commissioner Furniss also suggested tying the event into another 

museum hosted event. Commissioners Daspit and Furniss offered to ask Blair Kamin to be a 

speaker at the awards. Commissioner Furniss expressed some concerns with finding nominees 

for the landscaping category due to the time of year. Ms. McManus stated that she received some 

other suggestions for speakers. Commissioner Harmon offered to help with publicizing the event. 

Chair Hutchinson suggested that 21st Century Media could help with publicizing the event. 

 

IV.  REVIEW OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION HANDBOOK 

Ms. McManus reviewed some minor edits to the handbook including updating the 

Commissioners names and the meeting notification process. She stated that the notifications will 

align with the Village’s standard notification process. She suggested corrections to typos in the 

handbook. She explained that an update should be made to the requirement that a member of the 

Commission must attend Village Board meetings. The Commission suggested that handbook 

state that the Chair or Commission designee may attend a Village Board meeting on an as needed 

basis. She reviewed the Commission’s purview, clarifying that the Commission should be 

reviewing all elevations of a locally designated landmark, not just the elevations visible from the 

street. The Commission moved to amend the handbook as suggested. Commissioner Vitu moved 

to approve, seconded by Commissioner Furniss. 

 

In response to a question from Commissioner Daspit, Ms. McManus explained that it is the 

Commission’s role and prerogative to ask questions regarding plans presented to the 

Commission. If plans are unclear or incomplete, the Commission can request additional 

information or clarification before approving a project. Permits are issued based on the plans 

presented to the Commission. The petitioner should not be revising plans after the Commission’s 

approval is granted. In response to a question from Commissioner Harmon, Ms. McManus stated 

that she can complete an architectural inspection for all alterations and additions granted a 

Certificate of Appropriateness. 

 

IV.  REVIEW OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION GOALS 

Ms. McManus provided an update on the status of the architectural survey. She stated that the 

plan is to apply for a grant in 2020 to hire a consultant to expand upon the existing survey. In 

response to a question from Commissioner Furniss, Ms. McManus stated that the project requires 

more expertise and experience than high school kids could complete. Ms. McManus stated that a 

database would need to be created first and that the plan is to complete the survey in 3 phases. 

Commissioner Vitu suggested encouraging owners to send in photos of their homes so the 

Village can include the images in the survey.  

 

Ms. McManus stated that she completed a preliminary National Register nomination of the 

Village Center which is currently being reviewed by the state. She said that someone from the 

state will conduct a site visit of the Village Center and she should have more information by the 

end of the month.  
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In response to a question from Commissioner Corbett, Ms. McManus explained that the intention 

of the goal to reach out and educate the realtor community stems from the negative perception of 

marketing historic homes held by many realtors. The Commission discussed that the realtor 

community should be advocates of historic buildings and be more aware of the incentives and 

advantages of historic and landmarked homes. Chair Hutchinson pointed out that neighborhoods 

with historic homes tend to have better resale value, home prices are more stable, and values of 

the neighborhoods are higher. Ms. McManus stated that she will provide the Commission with 

this documentation via email.  

 

Commissioner Furniss suggested continuing to reach out to homeowners to encourage landmark 

designation. Ms. McManus asked that Commissioner Furniss send his list of potential landmarks 

so she can complete another mass mailing. 

 

V.  SIGNIFICANT STRUCTURES REPORT 

Commissioner Harmon presented a draft letter to the Commission for review regarding 

designating Plaza del Lago as a local landmark. Ms. McManus suggested taking the time to 

review the letter and send any comments or edits to staff to distribute to Commissioner Harmon. 

Chair Hutchinson stated that the Chamber of Commerce may have the contact information for 

the owner of Plaza del Lago. Commissioner Daspit suggested focusing more on the financial 

advantages of designating the property. 

 

Ms. McManus stated that the Village and the Wilmette Historical Society provided matching 

funds for a Landmarks Illinois Preservation Heritage Grant to help fund the relocation of the 

Stran-Steel House. 

 

VI. OLD BUSINESS 

Ms. McManus clarified her previous statement explaining that there are several blocks of the 

Ouilmette Historic District that have yet to be converted back to brick. Ms. McManus reminded 

that Commission that the Wilmette Historical Museum and the HPC are co-sponsoring an event 

on April 7th about the property tax assessment freeze. Ms. McManus provided a summary on a 

Landmarks Illinois seminar on financing adaptive reuse projects she attended in February.  

 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion to adjourn at 7:57 p.m. by Commissioner Furniss and seconded by Commissioner Daspit 

and approved unanimously.  Scheduling of the next meeting date was postponed. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Kate McManus 



2019 Historic Preservation Award Nominations 

 
Stewardship: 

16 Canterbury Court 

116 6th Street 

Restoration: 

810 Forest Avenue 

1115 Chestnut Avenue 

Rehabilitation: 

814 Park Avenue 

16 Canterbury Court 

318 17th Street 

911 Michigan - Michigan Shores 

510 Lake 

810 Forest 

Landscape Conservation 

516 Linden 

Sympathetic Addition: 

201 15th Street 

731 Elmwood Avenue 

Streetscape Compatibility: 

730 Romona Road 

 

Special recognition for 2105 Chestnut Avenue 









 

   
 
 
 

 
March 27, 2019

 
RE: Historic Preservation Awards 
 
Stewardship or Rehabilitation [ 16 Canterbury Court ] 

 
To whom it may concern, 
 
The 16 Canterbury Court home is well known in Wilmette as a historical gem. The English Manor home was designed by noted Chicago 
architect Edwin Hill Clark (1878-1967), in 1929. Clark was the architect for other local projects as well, such as Wilmette Plaza del Lago, 
Brookfield Zoo, Lincoln Park Zoo, Winnetka Village Hall and other residences.  Since the owners were aware of the magnificence of their 
home, we knew early on that we would be designing their master bedroom renovation within the existing home’s constraints of slate roof, 
limestone lintels, sills, dormers and brickwork.  
 
The home was designed and oriented on the property to give privacy and allow for views of Lake Michigan from the master suite sleeping 
porch, common within Wilmette homes of this age. With the invention of central air conditioning, second floor sleeping porches aren’t 
necessarily used any more. Add to this they were typically screened in, had no insulation or cooling and floors were often lower than the 
adjacent bedrooms. The owners wanted a way to capture the sleeping porch space back into the master bedroom proper as well as renovate 
the master bath, master closet and add a 2nd floor laundry, but without making any changes to the exterior. No problem. 

 
We set out to be as careful as possible to make sure the finished product was cohesive with the existing historic detailing within the home. 
Coffering, trim work, door hardware, bath finishes, lighting selections and overall space planning and built-in closets were all major 
focuses during the design period and through construction. 

 
We feel we achieved our goal of being good stewards in designing and rehabbing the interior of this historic home that is sympathetic to 
what would have existed contextually within Wilmette as well as one that will serve as a prime example of renovation for many decades to 
come. 
 
 
Regards, 
 

 
Principal 
Boomgaarden Architects LLC 
1315 Central Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois 60091 
847.226.3230 
www.boomarch.com 

Stewardship 

-or- 

Rehabilitation 

http://www.boomarch.com/
http://www.boomarch.com/


   

   

     

 

    















Wilmette Historic Preservation Awards
Rehabilitation and Restoration Categories

810 Forest, Wilmette, IL

Originally built in 1890, this Colonial Revival-style home was established as a Local Landmark in 2003. 
Beginning in April 2014, the home received numerous restorations and improvements while also preserving its 
historical signi�cance.

�e building’s historical character was maintained by carefully restoring the front façade to its original 
condition and limiting all additions and modi�cations to side and rear elevations. Deteriorated elements visible 
from the street—such as windows and porch columns on the front façade—were repaired, rather than replaced.

Particular attention was paid to the home’s windows, which were retro�tted on the front façade with high   
performance glazing. Windows on the side elevations were replaced with new matching energy e�cient  
windows. In addition to these improved or new windows, the building’s energy use was made more e�cient by 
adding insulation to walls and roofs.

All new structures were designed to be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features of the 
historic structures. �ese elements include a porch addition on the west side, a two-story addition to the rear, 
and a new two-story, �at roof addition with painted wood column. A new �ber cement three-car garage was also 
added to the rear of the property, separate from the home.

�e home received interior renovation to enhance the kitchen, breakfast area, and family room. A new master 
suite was also added.

�is home meets the Secretary of the Interior’s Guidelines on Sustainability for Rehabilitating Historic    
Buildings standards. �e project was completed in November of 2015.



Before Front viewA�er Front view



Before Rear viewA�er Rear view



Before EntranceA�er Entrance



Before FoyerA�er Foyer



Before CloakroomA�er Cloakroom



Before Living roomA�er Living room 
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Village of Wilmette_ Historic Preservation 
814 Park Avenue_ Nomination Descriptions 
 

#4 Describe how the property meets the criteria for this category? 

This single family home restoration and rear addition provided much needed space while restoring the front façades original 
character.   

When the house was purchased by its current owner it was clad in aluminum siding and the front porch was box shaped with a 
parapet and flat roof.   

In reviewing historic photos of the original house we saw that the porch initially had a hipped roof.  We removed the framing 
at both corners that was clad with aluminum siding and the vertical parapet above the fascia line.  A new hipped roof was built 
and with the open corners of the porch now gives the house a more inviting and historically sensitive appearance.   

New siding was also installed using a combination of fiber cement clap board and shingles with subtle color variations to 
replicate some of the original character of the house.   

 

#5 In what ways, if any, did this project involve environmentally sensitive or ‘green’ materials or methods? 

Products were selected for their durability and low future maintenance expenses.  We used Hardie Board fiber cement clap 
board on the exterior.   We specified Low E double pane argon filled windows for energy conservation.  A Hi-Efficiency 
HVAC system was installed to control the indoor air quality and temperature.   

 



Village of
814 Park 
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Village of Wilmette_ Historic Preservation 
814 Park Avenue_ Nomination Images 
 

 









 

   
 
 
 

 
March 27, 2019 

 
 

 
RE: Historic Preservation Awards – Nomination 
 
Sympathetic Addition [ 318 17th Street ] 
 

 
To whom it may concern, 
 
Our client and their expanding family were rapidly growing out of their Colonial Revival home. While most people look to their 
basements for additional living space, in our past 20 years of working in Wilmette we have found that performing an attic renovation 
can often be a much better solution, as well as investment. So, we put pen to paper and created a few sketches and 3D renderings to 
show our client the anticipated designs. By building up, we would be able to preserve a coveted backyard and improve the overall 
aesthetic of the home’s exterior massing and proportions without expanding the footprint.  
 
Since Colonial Revival homes have symmetrical front facades, accented front doorways and doors with pediments, fanlights, and 
symmetrical windows flanking the front entrance, the attic renovation and code required windows for egress would similarly have to 
maintain this symmetry along the main line of axis for the home. While a “dog house dormer”, shed roof, or gabled roof would all have 
been acceptable variations along this line, we agreed with the client that a soft arch dormer would minimize the size and scale of the 
renovation when compared to the alternate options, while maximizing the usable area at the center-front of the attic. 
 
Besides providing additional living space, an attic renovation is also practical on many levels. Eco-friendly and high R-value 
insulation, typically lacking in older roofs, was installed and a second zoned HVAC system within the attic have greatly improved the 
efficiency and comfort of the home while lowering heating and cooling bills. We were also able to provide an additional full bath in the 
attic, along with the office space and play area and skylights above. 
 
The rooflines saw their pitch increase, to create usable headroom, which the house desperately needed for both the families use as well 
as exterior aesthetic. The original roof was a low slope hipped roof which was not in keeping with the traditional look of a Colonial 
Revival. The attic renovation succeeded in achieving our client’s goals, improving the appearance of the home, and attaining our goal 
of improving the contextual relationship of this home within its neighborhood. 
 
We feel we achieved our goal of designing a sympathetic addition that will be a wonderful complement to the character of historic 
Wilmette for many decades to come. 
 
Regards, 
 

 
Principal 
Boomgaarden Architects LLC 
1315 Central Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois 60091 
847.226.3230 
www.boomarch.com 

Sympathetic Addition 

http://www.boomarch.com/
http://www.boomarch.com/


   

   

 

     





















Wilmette Historic Preservation Awards 2019 
Nominating the Geiger Family of 516 Linden Avenue 

Landscape Conservation 
 

The Geiger family, Laura and Brian along with children Abby, Gus and Isaac, has lived at 516 
Linden since 2005.  At the time they purchased their home the original detached garage, dating 
to the early 1900’s, was in place.  Over the years the garage began to show its age and was in 
need of structural repair or replacement. 
 
The southeast corner of the original four-sided garage was adjacent to a majestic, ~80+ foot 
legacy white oak tree that had grown in circumference such that it essentially touched the 
garage.  An equally majestic legacy white oak stands ~10’ feet away on a grass/gravel parking 
surface.   
 
The Geiger’s worked with their contractor, Ricky Construction of Mt. Prospect, to design a new 
seven-sided replacement garage to skirt around, and avoid contact with, the legacy oak.  
Further, this design allowed for the pouring of a new pad that mitigated impact to the root 
system of the oak.  The Geiger’s spent numerous hours working with the Village to have code 
variations, intended to protect the legacy oak, approved. 
 
A clever angled elevation connecting the east wall with the southeast wall smartly 
acknowledges and accommodates the oak tree.  The tree now has ample room to continue to 
grow in circumference without touching the garage.   
 
The Geiger’s further elected not to pave the rear parking area so as to protect root systems of 
both of these legacy oaks. 
 
I believe the Geiger family is to be commended for their conservation efforts to preserve these 
legacy oak trees.  I recommend without reservation that the Geiger family be awarded a 
Wilmette Historic Preservation Award in the inaugural Landscape Conservation category. 
 
Thank you to the Geiger’s for helping to conserve our tree canopy for the benefit of all. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Steve Later 
 
 
515 Greenleaf Avenue 
847-256-6964 
 
 



Attachment: Seven (7) photos numbered 0 through 6….sorry I did not have the foresight to 
take pre-demolition photos to show how the former garage touched the oak.  

















 

   
 
 
 

 
March 27, 2019 

 
 

RE: Historic Preservation Awards – Nomination 
 
Sympathetic Addition [ 201 15th Street ] 
 

 
To whom it may concern, 
 

Wilmette has several high-quality Craftsman Bunglaows representative of the Arts and Craft style, such as this residence at 201 15th Street. 

Although the term bungalow is now commonly used to describe a small one- or one-and-a-half-story home or casual beach house, the 
word is derived from the Indian Hindustani word “bangala”, meaning belonging to Bengal. In fact, bungalows as we know them were first 
built in India in the mid-nineteenth century by the British. The intent was to design an informal, easily constructed, low to the ground 
structure with large porches and/or sheltered by wide overhanging eaves, a perfect way to deal with a hot, sunny climate. Stylistically, the 
bungalow’s simplicity was a refreshing departure from ornate Victorian designs that, around 1900 somehow seemed less impressive. The 
American version of the bungalow did not appear until around 1900, but quickly became the dominant style in the United States (and in 
certain parts of Wilmette) between 1905 and 1930.  

Unfortunately, these homes currently make up a large percentage of the tear-downs within the Village due to (in my opinion) lack of 
creativity on the part of owners or developers. For anyone who owns a bungalow, these projects often provide the best return on 
investment for a renovation and addition project due to much of the house being able to be reused and redesigned into the open floor 
concept currently popular. 

With our 201 15th Street addition, we have an example of a project where we took great pains to make use of the existing foundation and 
first floor during the gut-rehab and addition, saving the existing main house from modification. In doing so, we then had to design a 
solution to add on a kitchen and sun room, mudroom, along with attaining a master suite on the second-floor level, yet still retain the 
overall style and feel of their historic bungalow. Through creative roof lines, matching roof pitch, supporting brackets, deep overhangs, 
and a cross gable dormer proportional in size, we were able to create visual interest as well as break up the overall size and massing of the 
main house and attain our goal of a sympathetic addition. Due to the numerous constraints of this project we thoroughly enjoyed the design 
challenge as well as the client’s enthusiasm to break up the massing. 

We renovated more than 50% of the existing home, so were considered a new residence during code review. Because of this, it has all the 
bells and whistles required by code as well as being as green as possible. The house has skylights for natural lighting, windows with solar 
heat gain factor by orientation, zoned HVAC systems, LED lighting, full depth closed cell spray foam insulation and deck components 
made from recycled materials. 
 
We feel we achieved our goal of designing a sympathetic addition that will be a wonderful complement to the character of historic 
Wilmette for many decades to come. 
 
Regards, 
 

 
Principal 
Boomgaarden Architects LLC 
1315 Central Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois 60091 
847.226.3230 
www.boomarch.com 

Sympathetic Addition 

http://www.boomarch.com/
http://www.boomarch.com/














 

   
 
 

 
March 27, 2019

 

RE: Historic Preservation Awards – Nomination 
Sympathetic Addition [ 731 Elmwood Avenue ] 

 

To whom it may concern, 
 

Considered a truly American style, the massive and conservative detailing of the Foursquare (1895-1929) was an economical housing type 
suited to lots restricted in width, prefabricated lumber sizes and the housing boom of the 1920’s. Perfect for Wilmette. Easily recognizable 
by their boxy shape, steep hipped or gabled roofs, wide porches (normally), and simplified motifs foursquares were a refreshing change 
from the Victorian era. 
 

Our project at 731 Elmwood is stylistically called a Free-Classic Colonial Revival Foursquare. The attics Palladian-style window and small 
centered 2nd story window is typical of this variant. Once you step inside all the usual foursquare component, such as built-in bookcases, 
benches, window seats, machine-printed wallpaper, and emphasized hearth and mantel are present. 

Wilmette has many foursquares and they are usually the easiest of the housing types to design additions for, as their square floor plans 
easily accommodate open concept floor plans and additions to the rear.  

We strive very hard with every project to have a house, when finished, to look as if it had never undergone a renovation. In certain cases, 
we try to show the owner how their existing house, if configured differently, could be improved upon without an addition, or at least a 
smaller one. Such was the case with 731 Elmwood. We began by designing a renovation within the existing perimeter and placing all the 
requested scope items within. In the end, we only needed to add an additional 7’-6” to make the floor plan work with the owner’s concept. 
Our initial thinking was that we very much wanted to retain the first-floor roof line along the west elevation, as it served as a huge break in 
the massing of the rear of the house. The iconic foursquare shape of the main house was set, by default, so any addition we did had to 
proportionally reduce itself in size to not be an affront to the 8th Street (West) side of the property. Had we simply followed the existing 
western walls straight back, and built straight upwards, the scale of this west elevation would have been overly imposing and detracted 
from the basic shape and identity of the main house. Our solution to suspend the second-floor structure with clear span steel beams kept an 
open first floor plan and created the scale and proportions we wanted from the exterior. 
 

We were deliberate in our decision to recreate the size of the existing windows into the addition, so the rear of the house felt as if it was 
original. We also implemented the use of a small covered porch at the rear entrance, matching the brick from the original home to the base 
in order to add additional visual interest as well as break up the overall size and massing of the addition. The coach house was also 
renovated to add a staircase to an office playroom above the garage, as well an exterior addition, reroof, residing to enlarge the parking 
depth. 
 

As with any renovation project, this one has all the bells and whistles required by code as well as being as green as possible. The house 
used sustainable wood siding to match the existing historic siding, is wired for future back-up batter system, windows with solar heat gain 
factor by orientation, integrated smart home system, zoned HVAC systems, exterior make-up air ventilation, LED lighting, full depth 
closed cell spray foam insulation and insulated basement slab. 
 

We feel we achieved our goal of designing a home that is historically sympathetic to what would have existed contextually within 
Wilmette as well as one that will serve as a prime example of renovation and addition design that is sympathetic to the character of historic 
Wilmette for many decades to come. 
 
Regards, 

 
Principal 
Boomgaarden Architects LLC 
1315 Central Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois 60091 
www.boomarch.com 

Sympathetic Addition 

http://www.boomarch.com/
http://www.boomarch.com/


   

   

                

     



 

   

   

   



   

   





 

   
 
 
 

 
March 27, 2019

 
RE: Historic Preservation Awards – Nomination 
 
Streetscape Compatibility [ 730 Romona Road ] 

 
To whom it may concern, 

Wilmette has many historic homes representative of the Folk Victorian style. It is one of the most often found and duplicated styles of 
historic homes in America, next to the Craftsman Bungalow. From 1870 to 1910, affordable house plans such as Folk Victorian (unlike 
their dressed up counterparts the Queen Anne and Second Empire), was something most economical families could afford. 

Since today’s new homes tend to have larger overall square footages than home from last century, we were deliberate in our decision to 
recreate the look and feel of a neo-Folk Victorian for the house at 730 Romona. Our vision was for the house to have similar proportions, 
verticality at the main gables, continuing this detail at the pediments at the attic gables and around the whole exterior. We also 
implemented the use of a wrap-around porch at the front to add additional visual interest as well as break up the overall size and massing 
of the new residence. 
 

As of 1948, the area surrounding this home had yet to be subdivided and the Eden’s expressway was just connecting Wilmette to Chicago 
as a major thoroughfare. Romona School was built in 1958 and the Locust Junior High School in 1962. Wilmette voted to build New Trier 
West in 1963.  1968 saw the approval of an addition to Howard Junior High. In the time between 1940 and 1966 the population of 
Wilmette rose from 17,266 to 32,000 in 1966 due to the post-war population explosion. All these factors combined allowed for a vast 
development of western Wilmette. Prior to the new development, there existed a few older homes of the Folk Victorian style in the area 
(namely Pomona Lane and Illinois Road) which we were excited to draw inspiration from. 
 

Being a new residence, it has all the bells and whistles required by code as well as being as green as possible. The house is wired for future 
back-up batter system, windows with solar heat gain factor by orientation, integrated smart home system, zoned HVAC systems, exterior 
make-up air ventilation, LED lighting, full depth closed cell spray foam insulation and insulated basement slab. 
 

We feel we achieved our goal of designing a home that is historically sympathetic to what would have existed contextually within 
Wilmette in its infancy stage and is one that will serve as a prime example of design that is sympathetic to the character of historic 
Wilmette for many decades to come. 
 
 
Regards, 
 

 
Principal 
Boomgaarden Architects LLC 
1315 Central Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois 60091 
847.226.3230 
www.boomarch.com 

Streetscape Compatibility 

http://thecraftsmanblog.com/american-queen-anne-style/
http://thecraftsmanblog.com/american-queen-anne-style/
http://www.boomarch.com/
http://www.boomarch.com/





