
 
 

1200 Wilmette Avenue 
Wilmette, IL  60091 

            

 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT        (847) 853-7500 

                   Fax (847) 853-7701 
                              TDD (847) 853-7634 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

MEETING AGENDA 

 

Thursday, January 28, 2021 at 4.00 P.M.  

Remote Meeting 

 

 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, this meeting will be held remotely by the Historic Preservation 

Commission. For links and further information about joining this meeting, please click here. 

 

I. Call to Order 

 

II. Swearing In of All of Those Wishing To Testify 

 

III.  Consideration of a request for local landmark designation of 735 Michigan Avenue 

(Bateman House). Case #2021-HPC-01. 

 

IV. Consideration of a request for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the installation of 

a replacement cellular antenna and tuckpointing on the local landmark at 1215 

Washington Avenue (Snow, Ice, Permafrost Research Establishment). Case #2021-

HPC-02. 

  

V. Public Comment 

 

VI. Approval of Minutes 

Minutes from the meeting of December 10, 2020 

 

VII.  Adjournment 

 

 

NOTE:  The Chairman reserves the right to alter the order of the published agenda if he deems a 

change necessary. 

https://www.wilmette.com/event/historic-preservation-commission-6/?instance_id=2319
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V I L L A G E   O F   W I L M E T T E 
1200 Wilmette Avenue 

WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 
                     

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2020 

4:00 P.M. 
REMOTE MEETING BROADCAST LIVE ON CHANNEL 6 AND YOUTUBE 

 
 

Members Present: Charles Hutchinson 
 Carmen Corbett 
 Rick Daspit 
 Tanvi Parikh 
 Bob Fogarty 
 
Members Absent: Christine Harmon 
 Bob Furniss 
        
Staff Present: Kate McManus, Planner III 
  
Guests:    David Ernst, Morgante-Wilson 
    Ben Glaser, Morgante-Wilson 
    Loreen Mershimer, owner of 1040 Chestnut Avenue    
      
I. Call to Order 

Chairman Hutchinson called the meeting to order at 4:01 p.m. 
 

II. Swearing In of All of Those Wishing To Testify 
 Chairman Hutchinson reviewed the meeting procedures for remote meetings and how the 

Historic Preservation Commission will conduct business. All applicants and interested 
parties present were sworn in. 

 
III.  Consideration of a Request for a Certificate of Appropriateness for window 

modifications on the rear elevation of the local landmark at 1040 Chestnut Avenue 
(Schager House) Case #2020-HPC-05 
Mr. Ernst introduced the project noting that Morgante-Wilson was initially brought in to 
do a 2nd floor remodel in 2017. An addition was approved in summer of 2020 and the third 
phase of the project is to replace the windows on the existing breakfast room. He stated 
that the windows proposed for all three phases are Marvin aluminum clad windows with 
simulated divided lites. 
 
He noted that the breakfast room currently has original windows and the three windows 
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located in the bay will be replaced with shorter windows with a reduced height of one 
windowpane. The sill will be raised, but the windowpane arrangement and proportions will 
not change. He stated that the brick from the house will be used to infill the window 
openings and the existing sills will be reused. He explained that the west elevation of the 
breakfast room has two flanking windows adjacent to French doors, which will also be 
replaced in their existing openings.  He noted that replacement is needed because the 
existing windows and doors are in poor condition and are not operable.  
 
Ms. Mershimer explained that the current windows and doors do not open and that it is 
important that they function properly and provide ventilation. 
 
In response to a question from Chair Hutchinson, Mr. Ernst confirmed that the current 
windows are double hung, cottage style windows. Over the years, the windows became 
inoperable. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Parikh, Mr. Ernst stated that the windows 
are proposed to be raised because there will be a writing table in front of the windows. The 
table is at a normal desk height, but windows are currently lower than that so raising the 
windows creates a cleaner design.  
 
There were no additional questions from the Commission.  
 
Ms. McManus said that there was no one attending the meeting who wants to speak and 
there was no new case communication.  
 
Ms. McManus said that no comments were submitted via YouTube Live.   
 
There were no other comments by the Commission.  
   
Commissioner Daspit moved to recommend granting a Certificate of Appropriateness for 
window modifications to the rear elevation of the local landmark at 1040 Chestnut Avenue in 
accordance with the plans submitted. 
 
Commissioner Parikh seconded the motion and the vote was as follows:  
 
Chair Hutchinson  Yes         
Commissioner Furniss  Absent       
Commissioner Harmon Absent        
Commissioner Corbett  Yes    

 Commissioner Daspit  Yes      
Commissioner Parikh  Yes            
Commissioner Fogarty  Yes          
   
Motion carried.  
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IV. Public Comment 
 There was no public comment. 
 
V. Approval of Minutes 

Minutes from the meeting of June 22, 2020 were approved as submitted. 
 
VI.  Adjournment 

Commissioner Corbett moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Parikh seconded the 
motion. Voting yes: Mr. Daspit, Ms. Parikh, Mr. Fogarty, Ms. Corbett and Chairman 
Hutchinson. Voting no: None. The meeting was adjourned at 4:20 p.m. 

 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Kate McManus 
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   REPORT TO HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION FROM THE 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
  
 

Case Number:   2021-HPC-01 

 

Property:    735 Michigan Avenue 

 

Historic Name:   Bateman House 

 

Applicant:    Ms. Mary Shea 

 

Request:    To designate 735 Michigan Avenue as a local landmark 
including the main house, coach house and lot boundary 
walls 

 

Hearing Date:    January 28, 2021 

      

Date of Application:   January 8, 2021 

 

Notices mailed to:   Village President and Trustees of the Village Board 
     Village Manager 

Members of the Historic Preservation Commission 
     Wilmette Historical Society 
     Petitioner  
     All Adjacent Property Owners 

            

Report Prepared By:   Kate McManus, Planner III 
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Evaluation of Compliance with the Criteria for Designation: 

The Bateman House, located at 735 Michigan Avenue, is being nominated as a local landmark 
under Criterion 2 – Work of a significant architect, Criterion 4 – Link with a significant person 
and Criterion 7 – Outstanding example of a style or period.  
 
Site Information 
 
735 Michigan Avenue is located on the south/west side of Michigan Avenue directly across from 
Gillson Park. The residence is situated centrally on the lot. A single driveway leads to a porte-
cochere and a coach house at the rear of the property. A tall hedge runs along the front property 
line. Decorative columns with wing walls are located at the north, south and east corners of the 
property. 
 
Historical and Architectural Background 
 
The Bateman House was built in 1911 for Floyd and Alta Bateman by F.E. Davidson. The home 
was originally built in the American Four-Square style but underwent a substantial remodel in 1919. 
During the 1919 remodel, the Four Square was updated with Prairie style elements including 
horizontal banding and Japanese influenced exposed rafter tails. The front entry was relocated to the 
side, a front porch was enclosed, and a porte-cochere was added.  
 
735 Michigan is a unique example of a Prairie style home and shows the transition from the simple 
detailing of a Four Square to the more “modern” Prairie-style. Although modified from its original 
design, its 1919 Prairie style influence is significant in its own right. The front façade is defined by a 
two-story enclosed porch with rows of ribbons windows. Wood detailing and trim further 
emphasize the horizonal character of the façade. Prairie/Craftsman detailing is found at the top of 
each column flanking the enclosed porch. The exposed rafter tails are still evident on the porte-
cochere and rear porch. The home has excellent architectural integrity; the most notable change 
from the 1919 design is the removal of the rafter tails on the main roof of the home. At some point, 
the clay tile roof was removed and replaced with shingles. 
 
A two-story coach house is located at the rear of the property and features Four Square elements 
such as dormer windows, a hipped roof and wide overhanging eaves. The building has a stucco 
exterior, three bays of carriage style doors and original multi-pane wood windows. Roof overhangs 
with knee braces are located over the garage bays and side entry. 
 
There are decorative columns with knee walls located on the property at the north, east and south 
corners of the lot. The columns and walls are stucco with concrete caps and decorative urn detailing.  
 
The 1919 redesign was led by architect, Meyer Sturm. Sturm is well known predominantly for 
designing hospitals across the United States and Canada. Born on 11 September 1872, he attended 
the Armour Institute of Technology in Chicago, then moved to Boston where he studied architecture 
at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology graduating in 1896. He trained under Handy & Cady of 
Chicago (1896-97) and worked as draftsman in the local Chicago site office of Shepley, Rutan & 
Coolidge of Boston (1897-98), then opened his own office in Chicago in 1899. His name can be 
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linked to more than one hundred and fifty hospital buildings in the United States, and he served as 
consulting architect and designer of eight hospital and residence buildings in western Canada. Sturm 
was the architect for Chicago Landmark, North Chicago Hospital, at 2551 N. Clark in Lincoln Park. 
 
Floyd Bateman was a prominent businessman in the Chicago area. Prior to moving to 735 
Michigan, his family resided at 1517 Lake Avenue in Wilmette. According to his obituary, Bateman 
was President of the Rotary Club, Secretary and Director of Griswold and Bateman Warehouse 
Company, Vice President of the United States Freight Company, and Chairman of the Chicago 
Furniture Manufacturers.  
 
The owner has compiled a comprehensive history of the home including additional information on 
its previous owners, architect, photos, and architectural significance which has been included in this 
packet. Blueprints from the 1919 remodel are held at the Wilmette Historical Museum. 
 
Description of Proposed Designation: 

 
The applicant is proposing to nominate 735 Michigan Avenue as a local landmark in the Village of 
Wilmette.  The designation includes the main house, coach house and lot boundary walls. 
 
Action by the Commission: 
 
The Historic Preservation Commission can make a recommendation to the Village Board to grant or 
deny the designation of 735 Michigan Avenue as a local landmark provided that it meets the 
standards set forth in the Wilmette Historic Preservation Ordinance. 
 
 
INDEX TO DOCUMENTS 
 
   Doc. No.  Documents 
 
  Location Maps and Plans 
 

1.0   Aerial Map 
1.1    Sidwell Map 
1.2    Sandborn Map 

 
  Written Correspondence and Documentation 
   

2.0   Application for Designating a Local Landmark 
2.1   Owner’s Research and Statement of Significance  
2.2   Posting Notice Affidavit dated January 13, 2021 
2.3   Criteria for Local Landmark Designation 
2.4 Historical and Architectural Survey for 735 Michigan 

Avenue 
2.5 Historic Records (census, obituary, real estate listings) 
2.6 Meyer Sturm documentation 
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  Photography 
 
  3.0   Site Photos 
  3.1   Historic Photos 
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Landmark Application process - 735 Michigan Ave. Wilmette, IL 
January 2021

The white stucco house at 735 Michigan Ave. has been the family home 
of the Charles M. Shea family since Aug. 1977 when we moved from the city to 
Wilmette with our young family.

According to “A Field Guide to American Houses”  (Virginia and Lee McAlester, Knopf , N.Y.,

1992) 735 Michigan appears to fall into the category of  the “Prairie” style, 1900-
1920.   “Identifying Features of the style:  Low-pitched roof, usually hipped, 
with widely overhanging eaves; two stories, with one-story wings or porches; 
eaves, cornices, and façade detailing emphasizing horizontal lines; often with 
massive, square porch supports… Facades dominated by horizontal rows of 
casement windows having sharply defined vertical detailing.” (P.439)

”The Prairie style originated in Chicago and landmark examples are 
concentrated in that city’s early 20th c. suburbs, particularly Oak Park and 
River Forest.  Most were built between 1905 and 1915; the style quickly faded 
from fashion after WWI.”       
This is one of the few indigenous American styles.  It was developed by an 
unusually creative group of Chicago architects that have come to be known as 
the Prairie School. ( P.440)

735 Michigan Ave. was designed by F.E. Davidson Architects, 53 W. Jackson 
Blvd., Chicago IL in 1911 as a four-square house built for Floyd and Alta 
Bateman who resided at 1517 Lake Ave according to the 1908 village 
directory.  Specifications exist for house which was remodeled in 1919 by 
architect Meyer Sturm.  The house was transformed into a Prairie/Craftsman 
style residence by the addition of horizontal elements in the front, sides and 
rear, wooden trellis additions under the eaves of the roof and the side portico. 
The interior was redesigned with enclosed porches on the first and second 
story, distinguished by the façade of uniform windows on both stories.   The 
number and uniformity of the windows maximizes the light and park views. 
The house has been described by a preservation architect as “modern for its 
time.”

Meyer Sturm’s nationwide architectural practice was primarily hospital 
design.  
He is credited with three local domestic structures: 
1030 Forest Ave., Evanston IL.  
Charles M. Putman/Oscar Meyer house, 1901 with partner 
Lawrence Gustave Hallberg  (1844-1915) 
735 Michigan Ave.  Wilmette, 1912, Bateman residence
111 Broadway, Wilmette , 1912  Meyer Sturm residence
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In the 1919 remodeling by the Batemans, the center entrance was moved to 
the side and a portico added over the driveway.  The Living Room interior was 
modified with a large molded stone fireplace with prairie style motives.  
Another wide fireplace of roman brick with mosaic decoration adorns the 
paneled dining room.  A large stained glass window with a design echoing the 
portico embellishes the widened birch-paneled staircase to the large second 
floor hall.  Another stained glass window with a design of water lilies exists in 
the large second floor bath.  The materials and construction of the house are 
superior and the room configuration and traffic flow
are such that there has been little need by subsequent owners to make 
substantial changes over the years.  This is a wonderful house to live in.

According to a Wilmette Telephone Directory from 1917-18, Floyd Bateman 
was the president of Trans Continental Freight Co.  He was a prominent 
businessman who served on the Wilmette Park board from 1916-1932.   His 
obituary appeared in the New York Times.  He appears to have been an officer 
with Rotary International and traveled with that group. 

In Wilmette: a history (p.112ff.), a lakefront park was suggested in 1901 and 
became a reality in 1908.  Patent attorney Louis Gillson was named the first 
president of the Park District in 1908 , serving until 1934.  The Metropolitan 
Sanitary District was established in 1889, and in 1905 as part of a drainage 
canal system, work was begun on the North Shore Channel and its Wilmette 
terminal. In 1909 the Wilmette harbor was built at the mouth of the channel.  
Col.Robert McCormick, president of the Metropolitan Sanitary District 
informed the Mens’ Club of Wilmette that the soil being excavated in the 
dredging  of the North Shore Channel would be put into the lake between the 
inlet and Washington Ave.  By law, man-made land unoccupied and within the 
boundaries of an organized park district could be taken for park purposes.  
Wilmette, he advised, would be wise to move promptly and acquire the 22 
acres, resulting in the 52 acre Gillson Park.   Additionally, the small triangular 
piece of land just south of 735 Michigan is called Bateman Park after Floyd 
Bateman and is leased by the WPD from the MWRD (formerly Metropolitan 
Sanitary District).

Chronology of 735 Michigan Ave:
Built in 1912, remodeled in 1919 by Floyd Bateman
See Photo of original house in 1916
Mr. Bateman attempted to sell the house in 1930.
In 1941 Mr. Bateman asked $50,000. for the house.  It sold in 1945 for 
$27,500.  
The Bateman family moved to Barrington, IL. 
In 1959 the Mull or Moll family sold the house for $64,500,



In 1972 the Millers sold to the Rogers family for $98,500.
In 1977 the Shea family purchased it for $235,00. 

The extensive Bateman family archive may be accessed at the Barrington 
Historical Society  ***.flickr.com/photos/barringtonhistory/4359814661 .  
Click on Bateman family archive for 104 photos.   Several exterior and interior 
photos of 735 Michigan are contained within the archive as well as the 
Bateman family through time.   Another access # is 4360554842

The house is very substantially constructed and is a joy to live in because of 
the way it is situated on the property to maximize the light, privacy and views 
of greenery.  The location and mature landscape on the large lot is a rare 
feature today.  Hopefully the next owner will appreciate it as we have. 

Because the house and its coach house sit squarely in the middle of a double 
lot we believe it is extremely vulnerable to being torn down for two lesser 
houses of or one large out-of-scale house of new construction.  It is for that 
reason we are applying for landmark status.  Thank you for your 
consideration. 

Mary Shea
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Criteria for Landmark Designation 

1. NATIONAL OR STATE HISTORIC LANDMARK
Listing or proposed listings as a National Historic Landmark, or an Illinois Historic Landmark,
or listing or proposed listing in the National Register of Historic Places;

2. SIGNIFICANT DESIGNER, ARCHITECT, OR BUILDER
Identification as the work of a designer, architect, or building whose work has influences the
architectural development of the Village of Wilmette, Cook County, the State of Illinois, or
Nation;

3. HISTORIC SITE
Location is the site of a significant historical event;

4. LINK WITH SIGNIFICANT PERSON
Identification with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the culture or
development of Wilmette, Cook County, Illinois, or the Nation;

5. ARCHITECTURE CHARACTERISTIC OF SOCIAL, ECONOMIC, OR
POLITICAL HERITAGE
Existence of distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type or specimen of the social,
economic, or political heritage of Wilmette, Cook County, Illinois, or the Nation

6. INNOVATIVE ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENTS
Embodiment of elements of architectural design detail, materials or craftsmanship which
represent a significant architectural innovation;

7. OUTSTANDING EXAMPLE OF STYLE OR PERIOD
An outstanding example of a particular historical, architectural, or cultural style or period;

8. RELATED STRUCTURE OR PLACES
Relationship to other buildings, structures, or places which are eligible for preservation as
historic places;

9. SIGNIFICANCE ARISING FROM LOCATION
A building, structure, or place that, because of location, has become of historic or cultural value
to a neighborhood or community.
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Front façade and coach house looking south

Front façade looking southwest
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Northwest elevation and porte-cochere looking south

Rear elevation looking northeast



South and east elevations looking northwest

Southeast elevation looking northwest



Front façade looking west



Coach house - view looking west

Coach house - view looking southwest



Decorative column and wing walls

Column detail on enclosed porch



Original house prior to 1919 remodel – c. 1911

Bateman House after remodel (date unknown)



Bateman House - 1944

Drainage Canal Bridge with Bateman House in background (left) 
– c. 1908-1910



Bateman family at living room fireplace

Living room fireplace



Interior staircase

Dining room fireplace



Staircase stained glass window

Second floor bath stained glass window
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   REPORT TO HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION FROM THE 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
  
 

Case Number:   2021-HPC-02 

 

Property:    1215 Washington Avenue 

 

Historic Name: Snow, Ice, and Permafrost Research Establishment 
(SIPRE) 

 

Applicant:    Wilmette I, LLC 

 

Request: Certificate of Appropriateness for the installation of a 
replacement cellular antenna and tuckpointing 

 
 
Hearing Date:    January 28, 2021 

      

Date of Application:   December 16, 2020 

 

Notices mailed to:   Village President and Trustees of the Village Board 
     Village Manager 

Members of the Historic Preservation Commission 
     Wilmette Historical Society 
     Petitioner  
     All Adjacent Property Owners  
    

Report Prepared By:   Kate McManus, Planner III 
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Description of Proposed Alterations 
 
The petitioner proposes to replace the existing cellular antennas on the smokestack of the 
commercial building. Antennas were installed on the smokestack prior to the building’s local 
landmark designation. The proposed antennas will be installed in two locations on the 
smokestack at elevations of 54 feet and 62 feet and are consistent with the locations of the 
existing antennas. In addition, five steel tension bands will be added to the smokestack. All 
ancillary equipment will be installed in the interior of the building and will have no impact on 
the exterior.  
 
Tuckpointing and masonry repairs are proposed on the northwest side of the smokestack between 
53 and 40 feet. The tuckpointing will use ASTM C270, Type N mortar. Any damaged bricks 
surrounding the joint mortar will be replaced in kind. 
 
Evaluation of Compliance with Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 
1.  Every reasonable effort shall be made to provide a compatible use for a property which 

requires minimal alteration of the building, structure, or site and its environment, or to use a 
property for its originally intended purpose.  

 
This standard is met. The property will continue to be used as a commercial structure. 

 
2.  The distinguishing original qualities or character of a building, structure, or site and its 

environment shall not be destroyed. The removal or alteration of any historic material or 
distinctive architectural features shall be avoided when possible.  

 
This standard is met. The proposed antennas are a replacement of existing antennas. All 
masonry repairs will not impact the distinctive architectural features of the structure.  

 
3.  All buildings, structures, and sites shall be recognized as products of their own time. 

Alterations that have no historical basis and which seek to create an earlier appearance 
shall be discouraged.  

  
This standard is met. The alterations do not seek to create an earlier appearance. 

 
4.  Changes which may have taken place in the course of time are evidence of the history and 

development of a building, structure, or site and its environment. These changes may have 
acquired significance in their own right, and this significance shall be recognized and 
respected.  

 
This standard is met. The proposed alterations will not impact changes made to the building 
which have acquired significance over time. 

 
5.  Distinctive stylistic features or examples of skilled craftsmanship which characterize a 

building, structure, or site shall be treated with sensitivity.  
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This standard is met. The proposed alterations will not impact the distinctive stylistic features 
found on the original structure. 

 
6.  Deteriorated architectural features shall be repaired rather than replaced, wherever 

possible. In the event replacement is necessary, the new material should match the material 
being replaced in position, design, color, texture, and other visual qualities. Repair or 
replacement of missing architectural features should be based on accurate duplications of 
features, substantiated by historic, physical, or pictorial evidence rather than on conjectural 
designs or the availability of different architectural elements from other buildings or 
structures.  

 
This standard is met. The tuckpointing will be consistent in appearance with the existing 
mortar and any deteriorated bricks will be replaced in kind. 

 
7.  The surface cleaning of structures shall be undertaken with the gentlest means possible. 

Sandblasting and other cleaning methods that will damage the historic building materials 
shall not be undertaken.  

  
This standard is not applicable to this request. 

8.  Every reasonable effort shall be made to protect and preserve archeological resources 
affected by, or adjacent to any project.  

 
This standard is not applicable to this request. 

9.  Contemporary design for alterations and additions to existing properties shall not be 
discouraged when such alterations and additions do not destroy significant historical, 
architectural or cultural material, and such design is compatible with the size, scale, color, 
material and character of the property, neighborhood or environment.  

 
 This standard is met. The proposed antennas do not destroy significant features of the 

building and are a replacement of existing cellular equipment. 
 
10. Wherever possible, new additions or alterations to structures shall be done in such a manner 

that if such additions or alterations were to be removed in the future, the essential form and 
integrity of the structure would be unimpaired.  

 
 This standard is met. The essential form and integrity of the structure will not be impacted by 

the proposed modifications.  
 
Evaluation of Compliance with the Standards Set Forth in the Wilmette Historic 
Preservation Ordinance. 
The alteration does not materially impair the historical significance of the Wilmette Landmark. 
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This standard is met. The historical significance of the SIPRE building will not be 
impacted. 

 
The alteration does not materially impair the architectural integrity of the Wilmette Landmark 
or Wilmette Historic District. 

This standard is met. The architectural integrity of the SIPRE building will not be 
impacted. 

 
The alteration is carried out in a manner consistent with the historical/architectural character 
of the Wilmette Landmark. 

This standard is met. The proposed antennas are a replacement of existing antennas which 
were features of the building upon its landmark designation. 

 
It is not economically practical to preserve the Wilmette Landmark or contributing structure 
within a Wilmette Historic District without alteration or demolition. 

This standard is not applicable to this request. 

Any new construction shall be visually compatible with the historical/architectural character 
of the Wilmette Historic District. 

This standard is not applicable to this request. 

History of Designation   
At a public hearing on May 8, 2012, the Village Board of Trustees approved the recommendation of 
the Wilmette Historic Preservation Commission that the Snow, Ice and Permafrost Establishment at 
1215 Washington be designated a local landmark. The SIPRE building was nominated as a local 
landmark under Criteria 3 – Historic Site. 
 
Historical and Architectural Background (cited from the 2012 landmark nomination) 
The building at 1215 Washington Avenue was constructed in 1919 and was occupied as a 
carpentry shop.  In 1926, the building was used as a garage.  The building’s use changed to that 
of a cleaning plant in 1927, with a series of three additions constructed between 1927 and 1928.  
In 1951, the building was converted to a laboratory for the Snow, Ice, and Permafrost Research 
Establishment (SIPRE), a U.S. Army research program.  Following SIPRE’s departure in 1961, 
the building housed a variety of commercial tenants; the building continues to provide office and 
commercial space for a variety of tenants. 
 
No images or plans of the building are available prior to 1928, at which time the building took on 
its present-day form with the addition of a third story.  The three-story building is masonry 
construction with a terra cotta façade.  A flat roof with metal coping covers the building.  The 
façade (Washington Avenue elevation) is faced with terra cotta panels; panels at the third story 
are smaller than those at the first and second stories.  The first story is punctuated with 
storefronts and two pedestrian entrances.  The inset, arched entrances are not centrally placed.   
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Both entrances hold double-leaf wood doors with wood transoms.  A granite base runs the length 
of the façade.  Upper façade stories are punctuated with single window openings on the outer 
bays with a ribbon of windows in the central bays.  Second story window openings have molded 
sills and are framed with scrolled columns.  Alternating spandrel panels feature ornamental terra 
cotta panels.  The side and rear elevations are laid in seven-course Flemish bond brick.  The west 
side elevation has regularly placed paired window openings on both stories.  A fire escape is 
located on this elevation.  A brick smokestack rises from the rear of the building.  A one-story 
garage was also located at the rear elevation of the property.  The building retains its original 
terra cotta and brick veneers. 
 
Additions that occurred in 1927 and 1928 include the construction of a smokestack, the addition 
of a third story, and the installation of a fire escape.  All windows have been replaced with non-
historic 1/1 metal sashes.  Window replacement occurred at an unknown time post-1961.  In 
1962, a one-story addition was constructed on the garage.  The historic interior fabric remains.  
The cumulative effect of these alterations does not impact the overall architectural integrity of 
the building.  
 
The building at 1215 Washington Avenue is nationally significant under National Register 
Criterion A in the area of science for its association with the Snow, Ice and Permafrost Research 
Establishment (SIPRE) from 1957 to 1961.   
 
The onset of the Cold War in the post-World War II era focused U.S. Army planners on 
gathering information about the icy regions located between the United States and the Soviet 
Union.  More specifically, the Army needed to learn how to build roads, radar stations, 
underground bunkers, airfields, and missile silos in places where the ground if continuously 
frozen, ice is mile deep, and where the snow never melts.  Prior to the end of the World War II, 
the Army Corps of Engineers had established two organizations—the Frost Effects Laboratory in 
Boston (1944) and the Permafrost Division in the St. Paul (Minnesota) District (1944)—to 
research building and design issues.  These organizations focused on frost and permafrost in the 
construction of airfields and roads.  In 1949, the Snow, Ice and Permafrost Research 
Establishment (SIPRE) was established to “conduct basic and applied research in snow, ice, and 
frozen ground.” 
 
SIPRE’S origins date to 1947 when the Army’s Engineer, Research, and Development 
Division—a division of the Office of Chief Engineers (OCE)—held a conference “to ascertain 
the feasibility and desirability of establishing a Snow and Ice Mechanics Laboratory, on the 
Department of National Defense basis, for service to all Branches of the Army, Navy, Air Force, 
and other Government Agencies.”  As originally proposed, funding to establish SIPRE would be 
split between all three military services and was estimated at $90,000 for 1949 and $198,000 for 
1950.  On March 3, 1949, SIPRE was officially established through General order No. 2, and the 
laboratory was given a temporary home at the U.S. Army Map Service’s Headquarters in 
Washington, D.C.  Initial staff consisted of an engineer designated as Temporary Director of the 
Establishment; two other engineers would serve as assistants, two clerical workers, and three 
consultants, with the possibility to engage more consultants as needed.1  

 
1 CRRL’s First 25 Years: 1961-1986. June 1986. 
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Shortly after its establishment, SIPRE moved out of its temporary quarters in D.C. to a location 
in Minnesota with the St. Paul District, which had been established in 1944 by the Army Corps 
of Engineers to study permafrost.  The OCE authorized the St. Paul District to recruit SIPRE’s 
staff and to contract with private institutions “to analyze the requirements for an orderly program 
for research in snow, ice, and permafrost.”  During this period, SIPRE had no laboratory of its 
own but was able to use the Central Sierra Snow Laboratory facilities for the collection of 
micrometerological and other data pertinent to snow and ice research.  The Central Sierra Snow 
Laboratory was one of the four labs that participated in the Cooperative Snow Investigations, 
which was founded in 1945 under the jurisdiction of the South Pacific Division, Corps of 
Engineers.   
 
Outbreak of the Korean conflict in June 1950, prompted OCE to find a new and more functional 
facility for SIPRE.  Dr. Edwin E. Bucher of Davos, Switzerland, an expert in snow and ice 
research, was called in to help determine the ideal permanent location for SIPRE.  Dr. Bucher 
suggested the new location should have close proximity to a university equipped for snow and 
ice experimentation and recommended Wilmette, Illinois, which was close to Northwestern 
University.2 
 
Following Dr. Bucher’s recommendations, SIPRE, under the command of Lieutenant Colonel 
Lahlum, moved into its new facility at 1215 Washington Avenue in Wilmette in July 1951.  In 
addition to being located one mile from Northwestern University, the three-story former laundry 
building offered large rooms and an alley-side garage, both of which were ideal for laboratory 
functions.  The 11,000 square foot building underwent extensive interior remodeling to 
accommodate SIPRE.  After the Army Corp of Engineers finished the remodel, the building 
housed six refrigerated “cold rooms,” cooled by chemicals circulated from huge tanks on the 
roof lined with cork insulation coated with aluminum.  Temperatures could be maintained as low 
as -58°F.  Seventeen staff members transferred from St. Paul to Wilmette, but staffing remained 
incomplete as experts in the fields of snow, ice, and permafrost were difficult to find.3 
 
The SIPRE laboratory was at the forefront of a pioneering global effort to understand polar 
conditions with leading experts in the field on staff.  In 1952, civilian Dr. A. Lincoln Washburn 
was appointed director of SIPRE, and under his tenure (1952-1953) the staff few from seventeen 
to thirty.  Following his departure, Washburn remained a consultant on glacial geology.  In 1953, 
James Gillis was appointed as the new director, eventually becoming the SIPRE’s Administrator.  
During these years, Dr. Henri Bader served as Chief Scientist.  Bade was a Swiss scientist that 
had previously served as the Assistant Director of the Bureau of Minerals Research at Rutgers 
University.  It was also during the period that construction began on SIPRE’s Keweenaw Field 
Station near the Houghton County Airport on Michigan’s Upper Peninsula.  Keweenaw was used 
as a testing site with a permanent staff of twenty.4  
 

 
2 CRREL’S First 25 Years: 1961-1986. June 1986: 13. 
3 CRREL’s First 25 Years: 1961-1986. June 1986: 14. 
4 CRREL’s First 25 Years: 1961-1986. June 1986: 15. 
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The research staff based in Wilmette continued to grow during the 1950s, and by 1956, SIPRE 
converted the remainder of the laundry building into a laboratory.  Some administrative functions 
were moved to the Odd Fellow Hall in Wilmette (approximately two blocks away), occupying 
the upper floors.  The Purdue University photographic interpretation group joined SIPRE and 
formed the nucleus of the Photographic Interpretation Research Division; the group was housed 
in the basement of the Wilmette Post Office.  In 1957, with fifty-four professional staffers, 
SIPRE acquired additional quarters in Evanston four block from Northwestern University.5         
In the mid-1950s, SIPRE began experiments with snow compaction in order to establish runways 
in Greenland.  As a result of SIPRE’s studies, increasingly heavier wheeled aircrafts began to 
land on snow compacted runways in Greenland, Canada and Alaska.  They also began 
experiments with landing planes on sea ice.  This work was undertaken as part of a larger project 
to establish a Distant Early Warning (DEW) line at the urging of President Eisenhower.  DEW 
was a network of fifty radar stations to be built from Alaska to Greenland along the northern 
borders of Canada’s Northwest Territories.  Landing on sea ice allowed the quick transport of 
supplies to the northern coastline of Canada to construct the radar stations.6   
 
Another SIPRE milestone was its role in the construction and operation of Camp Century in 
Greenland.  In 1954, SIPRE researchers excavated a 100-fppt deep pit in the Greenland snow to 
determine its temperature, density, hardness, strength and permeability of snow.  Two years later, 
researchers were able to dig a seven-foot wide, thirty-foot long tunnel, which led directly to the 
construction of Campy Century, whose construction was conceived and tested by SIPRE.  
Campy Century could accommodate 100 people and was located 140 miles northeast of Thule at 
an elevation of 6,200 feet where temperatures could go as low as -70°F.  The camp was first 
occupied in 1959.7 
 
In 1960, SIPRE had grown to eighty-eight staff members and five consultants.  With further staff 
expansion on the horizon, the Army issued General order No. 3 on February 1, 1961, to merge 
SIPRE with the Front Effects Laboratory and the Arctic Construction Group.  The resulting 
entity was dubbed the Cold Regions Research and Engineering Laboratory (CRREL).  A 
purpose-built research laboratory facility was constructed for CREEL in Hanover, New 
Hampshire.  SIPRE staff vacated the building at 1215 Washington Avenue and relocated to New 
Hampshire in 1961.   
 
Action Required by the Commission 
The Historic Preservation Commission can make a recommendation to the Village Board to grant or 
deny a Certificate of Appropriateness for the installation of replacement cellular antennas and 
tuckpointing on the local landmark provided they find the proposed scope of work meets the 
Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation and the standards set forth in the Wilmette 
Historic Preservation Ordinance. 
 
 
 

 
5 CRREL’s First 25 Years: 1961-1986. June 1986: 16. 
6 CRREL’s First 25 Years: 1961-1986. June 1986: 16. 
7 CRREL’s First 25 Years: 1961-1986. June 1986: 18. 
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Guidelines for Alterations and Additions  
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 

The following Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation shall be used by the Wilmette Historic 
Preservation Commission when determining if an application for a building permit to alter a Wilmette Local 
Landmark merits approval.  These guidelines provide property owners the freedom to return a property to a state of 
utility, through repair or alteration, which makes possible an efficient contemporary use while preserving those 
portions and features of the property which are significant to its historic, architectural, and cultural values. 

The Standards for Rehabilitation are as follows: 

1. Every reasonable effort shall be made to provide a compatible use for a property which requires
minimal alteration of the building, structure, or site and its environment, or to use a property for its
originally intended purpose.

2. The distinguishing original qualities or character of a building, structure, or site and its environment
shall not be destroyed.  The removal or alteration of any historic material or distinctive architectural
features shall be avoided when possible.

3. All buildings, structures, and sites shall be recognized as products of their own time.  Alterations that
have no historical basis and which seek to create an earlier appearance shall be discouraged.

4. Changes which may have taken place in the course of time are evidence of the history and
development of a building, structure, or site and its environment.  These changes may have acquired
significance in their own right, and this significance shall be recognized and respected.

5. Distinctive stylistic features or examples of skilled craftsmanship which characterize a building,
structure, or site shall be treated with sensitivity.

6. Deteriorated architectural features shall be repaired rather than replaced, wherever possible.  In the
event replacement is necessary, the new material should match the material being replaced in position,
design, color, texture, and other visual qualities.  Repair or replacement of missing architectural
features should be based on accurate duplications of features, substantiated by historic, physical, or
pictorial evidence rather than on conjectural designs or the availability of different architectural
elements from other buildings or structures.

7. The surface cleaning of structures shall be undertaken with the gentlest means possible.  Sandblasting
and other cleaning methods that will damage the historic building materials shall not be undertaken.

8. Every reasonable effort shall be made to protect and preserve archeological resources affected by, or
adjacent to any project.

9. Contemporary design for alterations and additions to existing properties shall not be discouraged
when such alterations and additions do not destroy significant historical, architectural or cultural
material, and such design is compatible with the size, scale, color, material and character of the
property, neighborhood or environment.

10. Wherever possible, new additions or alterations to structures shall be done in such a manner that if
such additions or alterations were to be removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the
structure would be unimpaired.

2.4



Rules Pertaining to Review of Applications to Alter or Demolish Landmarks 

3.1 Commission and Commission Member Responsibility: Prior to engaging in review 
of applications to alter or demolish designated landmarks (“applications”), the 
Commission shall, in each case, advise the applicants and owners that the Village of 
Wilmette and the Commission shall not, by reviewing such applications, assume any 
liability for its comments, suggestions, or recommendation, or for the completeness 
or quality of the work of any contractor or the safety of contractor methods, means 
of operations, or the safety of conditions on the work site, or for any act or 
omission by any contractor, subcontractor, materials supplier or worker. 

3.2 Submission of Applications: Prior to alteration or demolition of a Landmark, an 
application must be submitted to the Commission in the form required by the 
Commission. 

3.3 Hearings on Applications: Within 30 days of receiving a completed application, the 
Commission shall announce a public hearing on the application, which hearing shall 
be held within a reasonable time.  At that time, the Preservation Commission will 
review the application to determine its compliance with the guidelines set forth in 
Appendix C. 

3.4 Notice of Hearings on Applications to Alter or Demolish: At least fifteen 
days in advance of commencing a hearing on an application, the Commission shall 
post a public notice of the hearing and shall deliver a written notice of the hearing to 
the applicant, the owner, the Village Board, the Village Manager, the Wilmette 
Historical Society, and any persons who have informed the Commission in writing 
that they have an interest in the application. 

3.5 Testimony: 
a. Any interested person may submit testimony or other evidence to the

Commission by oral testimony at a hearing or by submitting written
comments.

b. Persons wishing to testify at the hearing on an application should notify the
Commission of that fact by no later than two business days before the
hearing.  The Commission may, in its discretion, have more than one
session of a hearing on an application.

c. The record may be kept open for at least five days after the conclusion of a
hearing on an application to permit any interested person to submit
additional written comments.

3.6 Report and Recommendation on Report on Applications: After the hearing, the 
Commission shall prepare a Report and Recommendation that shall include: 

a. Identification of the building, structure, or place;
b. Name and address of the applicant and owner;

2.5



c. Record of compliance with the requirements of these rules regarding notice
and hearings;

d. Summary of the applicant's position;
e. Summary of the Record;
f. The Commission's recommendation on the application; and
g. Date and record of the Commission's vote.

A copy of a Report and Recommendation on an application shall be delivered to the 
Village Board and the Village Manager and mailed to the applicant, the owner, and 
the Wilmette Historical Society. 

3.7 Presentation of Report and Recommendation: One or more representatives of the 
Commission shall attend the Village Board meeting where the Commission's Report 
and Recommendation on an application is presented for the purpose of answering 
or providing other information. 

Additional Procedures: In addition to these procedures, the Commission may undertake such 
further actions as it sees fit in connection with recommendations relating to applications 
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