
 
 

1200 Wilmette Avenue 
Wilmette, IL  60091 

            
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT        (847) 853-7500 

                   Fax (847) 853-7701 
                              TDD (847) 853-7634 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
MEETING AGENDA 

 
Monday, June 28, 2021 at 6:00 P.M. 

Wilmette Village Hall - Training Room - Second Floor 
1200 Wilmette Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois 

 
 

AGENDA 
I. Call to Order 

 
II. Approval of Minutes 

Minutes from the meeting of January 28, 2021 
 

III.  Discussion of Updating the Village Seal 
 
IV.  Review of Comprehensive Plan and Historic Preservation Chapter 
 
V. Staff Updates 
 
VI.  Public Comment 

 
VII. Adjournment 

 
 
 
IF YOU ARE A PERSON WITH A DISABILITY AND NEED SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS TO 
PARTICIPATE IN AND/OR ATTEND A VILLAGE OF WILMETTE PUBLIC MEETING, PLEASE NOTIFY THE 
VILLAGE MANAGER’S OFFICE AT (847) 853-7509 OR TDD (847) 853-7634 AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 
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V I L L A G E   O F   W I L M E T T E 
1200 Wilmette Avenue 

WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 
                     

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 28, 2021 

4:00 P.M. 
REMOTE MEETING BROADCAST LIVE ON CHANNEL 6 AND YOUTUBE 

 
 

Members Present: Charles Hutchinson 
 Carmen Corbett 
 Rick Daspit 
 Bob Furniss 
 Christine Harmon 
 Bob Fogarty 
 
Members Absent: Tanvi Parikh 
        
Staff Present: Kate McManus, Planner III 
  
Guests:    Mary Shea, owner of 735 Michigan Avenue  
    Rachael Ceckowski, NTP Wireless 
    Amanda Wegrzyn, NTP Wireless 
   
      
I. Call to Order 

Chairman Hutchinson called the meeting to order at 4:01 p.m. 
 

II. Swearing In of All of Those Wishing To Testify 
 Chairman Hutchinson reviewed the meeting procedures for remote meetings and how the 

Historic Preservation Commission will conduct business. All applicants and interested 
parties present were sworn in. 

 
III.  Consideration of a request for local landmark designation of 735 Michigan Avenue 

(Bateman House). Case #2021-HPC-01. 

Ms. McManus introduced the petition noting that the property at 735 Michigan Avenue is 
being designated as local landmark under Criterion 2 for its 1919 redesign by architect 
Meyer Sturm. She stated that Mr. Sturm is best known for his work in institutional 
architecture, particularly hospital designs, but that he was a resident of Wilmette and 
designed his own home at 111 Broadway. She stated that 735 Michigan is also significant 
under Criterion 4 for its link with Floyd Bateman, a prominent businessman in the 



  

 2 

Chicago area. She stated that the home is also being designated under Criterion 7 as a 
unique example of the Prairie style. She explained that the home was initially designed in 
the Four-Square style in 1911 and underwent a significant redesign in 1919 to update the 
home in the “modern” Prairie style. She stated that Secretary of Interior’s standards for 
rehabilitation recognize that properties change over time and that those changes that have 
acquired historic significance in their own right shall be retained and preserved. 

In response to a question from Commissioner Harmon, Ms. McManus stated that the coach 
house was likely constructed at the same time the house was built in 1911. She noted that 
the coach house still retains its original Four-Square design and was not updated in 1919. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Daspit, Ms. McManus stated that is was not 
clear if the columns and wing walls located at the corners of the lot were constructed when 
the house was built or when the remodel occurred. Ms. Shea stated that she believes the 
columns and walls were added during the remodel. 
 
Ms. McManus pointed out that the landmark designation includes the main house, coach 
house and lot boundary walls. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Fogarty, Ms. McManus stated that a porte-
cochere is consistent with the Prairie style and the time period. She explained that not all 
Prairie-style homes have a porte-cochere, but that the architectural feature is found on some 
Prairie style homes. Commissioner Harmon agreed that a porte-cochere fits with the time 
period and noted that the side entrance made entering the home easier from the porte-
cochere. 
 
Hearing no additional questions from the Commission, Chair Hutchinson invited public 
comment.  
 
Ms. McManus read an email provided by Susan Benjamin, preservation consultant, in 
support of the landmark designation. Ms. McManus said that there was no one attending 
the meeting who wants to speak, and no comments were submitted via YouTube Live.   
 
Chair Hutchinson stated that he walks by the home often and that it is a unique example of 
the Prairie style. He stated that the fact that the property still retains the original coach house 
makes it an even stronger nomination. He noted that it is interesting to have both the Prairie 
style and Four-Square style represented on the same lot.  
 
Commissioner Daspit noted that the property is significant because of the multiple 
components on the lot. He stated that the changing architectural styles convey the transition 
of styles over time. He stated that the house has some characteristics of the International style, 
particularly on the rear elevation, which further adds to the representation of different stylistic 
influences of that time. 
 
Commissioner Furniss stated that he has admired the house for some time and considered 
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introducing the home as a potential landmark to the Commission. He expressed his support 
for the nomination. 
 
Commissioner Harmon noted that the property is near where the oldest tree in Wilmette was 
previously located. 
 
Commissioner Corbett stated that the home and property are well cared for and that she is 
supportive of the nomination. 

 
Commissioner Daspit moved to recommend designation of 735 Michigan Avenue as a local 
landmark. Commissioner Furniss seconded the motion and the vote was as follows:  
 
Chair Hutchinson  Yes         
Commissioner Furniss  Yes        
Commissioner Harmon Yes       
Commissioner Corbett  Yes       

 Commissioner Daspit  Yes      
Commissioner Parikh  Absent           
Commissioner Fogarty  Yes          
   
Motion carried.  

 
IV. Consideration of a request for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the installation of 

a replacement cellular antenna and tuckpointing on the local landmark at 1215 
Washington Avenue (Snow, Ice, Permafrost Research Establishment). Case #2021-
HPC-02. 

 
Ms. Ceckowski stated that her company is in the process of obtaining building permit to 
replace existing cellular equipment. 
 
Ms. Wegrzyn stated that existing antennas are proposed to be replaced at a centerline of 62 
feet and three remote radio units are proposed under the antennas at 54 feet. The 
replacement antennas will be shorter than the existing. Additional needed repairs were 
identified during a chimney inspection including tuckpointing. Five new post tension bands 
will be installed on the smokestack and all new equipment will be painted to match what 
is currently existing.  
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Corbett, Ms. Wegrzyn confirmed that the 
tension bands will be installed on the smokestack at five different levels.  
 
Commissioner Corbett noted that there are two entrances and two addresses to the building 
and questioned what the legal address of the building is. Ms. Wegrzyn stated that 1215 
Washington is the address used on previous building permit applications. 
 
Commissioner Daspit questioned if color matching will be done prior to the tuckpointing. He 
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noted that the building plans identify the type of mortar proposed, but not the color.  
 
Ms. McManus suggested that the Commission could add a condition of approval to address 
the concerns of the mortar color and that color matching be done prior to the proposed 
work. 
 
Hearing no additional questions from the Commission, Chair Hutchinson provided public 
comment. Ms. McManus said that there was no one attending the meeting who wants to 
speak and there was no new case communication. Ms. McManus said that no comments 
were submitted via YouTube Live.   
 
There were no other comments by the Commission.  
   
Commissioner Daspit moved to recommend granting a Certificate of Appropriateness for 
the installation of a replacement cellular antenna and tuckpointing on the commercial 
structure in accordance with the plans submitted. The recommendation is conditioned 
upon mortar testing prior to tuckpointing to ensure composition and color match existing. 
 
Commissioner Harmon seconded the motion and the vote was as follows:  
 
Chair Hutchinson  Yes         
Commissioner Furniss  Yes      
Commissioner Harmon Yes     
Commissioner Corbett  Yes    

 Commissioner Daspit  Yes      
Commissioner Parikh  Absent            
Commissioner Fogarty  Yes          
   
Motion carried.  

 
V. Public Comment 
 There was no public comment. 
 
VI. Approval of Minutes 

Commissioner Corbett moved to approve the minutes from the meeting of December 10, 
2020 and Commissioner Fogarty seconded the motion. The minutes were approved as 
submitted. 

 
VII.  Adjournment 

Commissioner Fogarty moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Furniss seconded the 
motion. Voting yes: Mr. Daspit, Mr. Fogarty, Mr. Furniss, Ms. Corbett, Ms. Harmon, and 
Chairman Hutchinson. Voting no: None. The meeting was adjourned at 4:31 p.m. 
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Respectfully Submitted, 
Kate McManus 



   
              
        
Date:   June 23, 2021 
 
To: Historic Preservation Commission 
 
From: Michael Braiman, Village Manager 
 
Subject: Creation of a New Village Seal 
 
 
Over the past year the Village Staff has been reviewing our policies and operations to 
ensure we are focused and committed to diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI). To that 
end, we retired use of the Village’s seal because the imagery of a Native American man 
watching a settler ship arrive was problematic. The Village seal, while used infrequently, 
is necessary for certain official documents such as resolutions and contracts with the 
State of Illinois. The Village’s logo (see top of memorandum) is utilized for branding 
purposes and will continue to be our more prominent graphic representation of the Village. 
 
In consultation with President Plunkett, the Historic Preservation Commission is 
requested to work with the Wilmette Historical Museum to identify a new Village seal 
which appropriately reflects the history of our community.  
 
The process for creating a new Village seal is at the discretion of the Commission. There 
is no timeline for finalizing a new seal and Village Staff will be available to assist the 
Commission as needed. A modest budget can be made available if the services of a 
graphic designer are necessary. This item has been placed on the Commission’s June 
28th meeting as an introduction and further discussions can take place at future HPC 
meetings.  
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1200 WILMETTE AVENUE  

WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091-0040 
 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT (847) 853-7550 
DEPARTMENT FAX (847) 853-7701 

TDD (847) 853-7634 
EMAIL comdev@wilmette.com 

 
Date: June 23, 2021 
 
To: Chair Hutchinson and the Historic Preservation Commission 
 
From: Kate McManus, Planner III 
 
Subject: The Comprehensive Plan and the Historic Preservation Chapter 
 
The 2000 Comprehensive Plan is a document that drives public policy, public improvements, and 
land use, among other things. The current comprehensive plan, adopted in 2000, was an update to 
the 1986 Comprehensive Plan. The 2000 plan was amended in 2010 with the adoption of a Village 
Center Master Plan.  
 
Beginning in 2021, the Village will be undertaking a new comprehensive plan process. Part of this 
process will be updating the historic preservation section of the plan. We expect the Historic 
Preservation Commission will be integral to this review, holding public meetings and providing 
input to the planning consultant. The historic preservation section will guide future goals, policies 
and priorities relating to historic preservation in Wilmette.  

 
Attached for reference is the historic preservation section of the 2000 Comprehensive Plan. 
 
The group reviewing the comprehensive plan proposal respondents has selected Teska Associates 
as the lead consultant for the comprehensive plan review. The contract with Teska was approved 
by the Village Board at their June 22, 2021 meeting.  
 
If you are interested in what other communities do for their plans, below are links to the 
comprehensive plans and historic preservation plans from a few our neighbors: 
 
Glenview 
https://www.glenview.il.us/business/Documents/2017_Comprehensive_Plan.pdf 
 
 
Northbrook 
https://www.northbrook.il.us/448/Comprehensive-Plan 
 
 
Evanston 
https://www.cityofevanston.org/home/showpublisheddocument?id=33310 

mailto:comdev@wilmette.com
mailto:comdev@wilmette.com
https://www.glenview.il.us/business/Documents/2017_Comprehensive_Plan.pdf
https://www.glenview.il.us/business/Documents/2017_Comprehensive_Plan.pdf
https://www.northbrook.il.us/448/Comprehensive-Plan
https://www.northbrook.il.us/448/Comprehensive-Plan
https://www.northbrook.il.us/448/Comprehensive-Plan
https://www.cityofevanston.org/home/showpublisheddocument?id=33310
https://www.cityofevanston.org/home/showpublisheddocument?id=33310
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Skokie 
https://www.skokie.org/233/Comprehensive-Plan 
 
Highland Park 
https://www.cityhpil.com/development/city_of_highland_park_master_plan/index.php 

 
 

https://www.skokie.org/233/Comprehensive-Plan
https://www.skokie.org/233/Comprehensive-Plan
https://www.cityhpil.com/development/city_of_highland_park_master_plan/index.php
https://www.cityhpil.com/development/city_of_highland_park_master_plan/index.php
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